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Apbstolic Nuncio to the U.S. Celebrates
Cathedral’s 100th Anniversary Mass

?“ I A
= i b :‘.-' I
Cardinali€hristophe Pierr&iape : 1 { ' 7 gnd {or all thatdﬁod' do W liocese,” Car-
lie i0\to the United'State ieeling! dinal Pierre said in his homily/fo ﬂii‘ Iniversary
| speaksito *’1 Aass | -. prdinal ".\ Mass. i j N o
~ forthe 100th a ary of the - | '\ olic cio to |~ “The Holy Father Leo XIV cordially imparts the
Cathedral of St. Joseph in Whe . 1d Wes ginia \ requested Apostolic Blessing o-' enumaka
on Ap ,‘ : s Bishop | ' latit wa )y to be wi em Manikyalarao, and all the Faithful on the*dccasic f
Earl K& ndes of the Dio- | to celel e 100th anniversafy®and the 100th Anniversary of the Dedication of the

i L thedral of St. Joseph invoking, through the interces-
built | sion of the Blesse,ﬂ\\hrgin Mary, an abundance of

See *(_;__ ass” on Page 3 s & '}




2 The Catholic Spirit

April 24, 2026

iR MILLS GROUP

ARCHITECTURE = PLANNING ®» PRESERVATION

SERVING THE DIOCESE OF
WHEELING-CHARLESTON’S PARISHES
AND SCHOOLS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

DWC PARISHIONERS VICTOR GRECO, JULIE DOERR AND ALEXIS BEHRENS

VISIT US @ MILLSGROUPONLINE.COM

St. John University Parish
Mountaineer Catholic

On the Campus of West Virginia University

WESTSD
I vikcinAS” UNIVERS!

bty 124 +Greffint

+ Confes
+ Adoration
+ Bible Studies
+ Retreats

s — i

er yur faith with us!

(@mountaineercatholic
St. John University Parish &
Mountaineer Catholic

Sexual Abuse Awareness Training : The U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops requires all Dioceses/Eparchies have a Safe Environment Pro-
gram for the protection of children and young people. The Diocese of Wheel-
ing-Charleston’s Safe Environment Program consists of the following compo-
nents for persons seeking employment or to volunteer, directly or indirectly,
elating to Sex-

:
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with children: background check; receipt of the Diocese’s Polic
ual Abuse of Children; sexual abuse awareness training for adults. Training may
be completed online or via live workshop. For information, go to www.dwc.org,
click “Diocese”, then “Offices,” then “Office of Safe Environment.”

To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Di-
ocese of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and fore-
most if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing www.reportbishop-
abuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If you have reason to believe
that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct or has interfered with an investigation
into sexual misconduct, please contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction
and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact
your local law enforcement: numbers will vary based on your location. If you be-
lieve someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence
of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, contact the West Virginia
Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse
Hotline at 800.352.6513. You may report anonymously to this hotline if you prefer. To
Report to Diocesan Authorities: The diocese encourages reporting to the appro-
priate civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. The diocese
also encourages reporting to the appropriate church authorities. To report suspected
cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 or
304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Sr. Martha
Gomez, ext. 264. You may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at
304.230.1504 or the Diocese’s sexual abuse hotline at 833.230.5656. Additional
methods of reporting are available at www.dwc.org, under “Accountability.” Com-
plaint forms are available online at www.dwc.org, click “Diocese” on the menu bar, then
“Offices,” then “Safe Environment”, then “Download Files and Forms.” The form is ti-
tled “Complaint Form for Allegations of Sexual Abuse of a Minor.” The form may be
returned via U.S. mail to: Office of Safe Environment, Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston,
PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. To Report to the Diocese’s Victim Assistance
Coordinator: call Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, at 304.559.6742. The Diocese partners
with Navex Global to offer EthicsPoint to report other concerns such as suspected fi-
nancial, professional, and personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay em-
ployee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in WV.EthicsPoint can be ac-
cessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by cal-
ling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that reports to civil
authorities where applicable and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the person
reporting is protected. Links and information: WV Department of Health and
Human Resources: https://dhhr.wv.gov/bss/services/Pages/Centralized-Intake-for-
Abuse-and-Neglect.aspx West Virginia State Police, Crimes Against Children Unit: 304-
293-6400.

: s April 24, 2026 Office: 1322 Eoff St. thecatholic
s Ay Vol. 56, No. 18 Mailing: PO Box 230 spiritwv.org
~ = r { Wheeling, WV 26003 dwc.org

(304) 232-0444

Publisher: Bishop Mark E. Brennan ............ccccooiiiiinieineeeceee e
Executive Editor: Colleen Rowan, Ext. 347.........cccccovcucinnne crowan@dwec.org
Advertising: contact Colleen Rowan

Freelance Writers: Martina Hart, John Sherwood, Pam Queen

Member: Catholic Press Association, WestVirginia Press Association,National Press Photog-
raphers Association, Inc.

Published every Friday by e-mail & printed 10 timesayear. Allissues sent to each registered
Catholics free of charge. Donations to ﬁelp offset the cost of producing The Catholic Spirit
are welcomed. Out-of-diocese subscriptions are $25 annually. The Catholic Spirit intends
its news reports to be fair and accurate in every regard. The opinions of correspondents do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of The Catholic Spirit. Submission of news releases, stories and
color photos welcomed and encouraged. Not responsible for unsolicited material.

The Catholic Spirit’s Print Schedule for 2026

2026 Print Dates:

Month of Mary, Mother of God, May 15

Month of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, June 12

There are 10 print
editions in 2026. Atright
are the names of the is-
sues and the publishing
dates. Please note, the
publishing dates may or
may not be on feast days.
Digital issues are pub-
lished every Friday, de-
livered by e-mail to sub-
scribers, and posted on
thecatholicspiritwv.org.

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, August 14
Triumph of the Cross, September 11

Month of the Rosary, October 9

Advent, November 20

Christmas, December 18
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Knights of Columbus in Wheeling lead the procession to the ca-

thedral for the anniversary Mass.

church for the celebration.

s we begin the centennial year marking our 100 years

of faith in this cathedral, we pray that this sacred time

may renew our love for Christ and his church, deepen

our unity as a diocesan family, and inspire us to carry forward the

gospel with renewed zeal and hope as pilgrims of faith for generations

to come.”

—Bishop Mark Brennan, Mass for the 100th anniversary of the Cathedral of St. Joseph, Wheeling

Mass ...

Cont’d from Page 1
divine graces.” This was featured in the wor-
ship aid for the Mass.

It was standing-room only for this mile-
stone of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charles-
ton’s mother church with many looking on
from the widows of the triforium. Bishop
Mark Brennan, along with the cathedral’s rec-
tor, Father Penumaka Manikyalarao, wel-
comed all as well as those watching the lives-
tream at home. The diocese is most grateful to
Cardinal Pierre for serving as principal cele-
brant and homilist of the Mass, Bishop Bren-
nan said as he welcomed the nuncio and
Bishop Earl K. Fernandes of the Diocese of Co-
lumbus, Ohio, who was a concelebrant.

Seated in the front row were special guests
— Art McAuley, Margaret Campbell, and Bar-
bara Emery — the grandchildren of the ca-
thedral’s architect, Edward J. Weber. They

served as gift bearers for the Mass. Bishop
Brennan introduced them and said Weber
“designed a magnificent place in which we
can gather to worship God.”

Bishop Brennan gave a special welcome to
his brother priests and deacons, religious
women, and the cathedral’s parish family of
past and present.

“We acknowledge with gratitude those
who have served in this cathedral parish in
years past and helped to shape its life and mis-
sion,” the bishop said. “As we begin the cen-
tennial year marking our 100 years of faith in
this cathedral, we pray that this sacred time
may renew our love for Christ and his church,
deepen our unity as a diocesan family, and in-
spire us to carry forward the gospel with re-
newed zeal and hope as pilgrims of faith for
generations to come.”

On this day of celebration, Cardinal Pierre
said in his homily, the word of God is

See “Mass” on Page 4
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Some of the more than 40 concelebrating priests of the cathedral’s anniversary Mass process into the

Courtesy photo
The Apostolic Blessing from Pope Leo XIV is shown above.
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Cont’d from Page 3
inviting all to do more—to ask
what this cathedral means, what
God is showing us here. The
readings, he said, provide a beauti-
ful path.

“God is making all things new,”
the cardinal said, and the church is
a sign of that new creation.

“This cathedral exists to serve
that mystery and those who are
formed here must go forth on mis-
sion,” he said. “In St. Joseph,
whose name this cathedral bears,
we see a model of how to live that
mission.”

He referenced the fist reading
for the Mass, Revelation 21: 1-5,
“The New Heaven and the New
Earth.” This is a new creation in
which God’s dwelling is with the
human race, the cardinal said, the
destiny toward which God is doing
all things restored, communion be-
tween God and humanity, the ful-
fillment of his Kingdom, eternal
life. It is for this, he said, that the
father sent his son. And in Jesus
Christ, the cardinal said, God truly
came to dwell with the human
race, so fully that he became man.
In him, the new creation has al-
ready begun, the cardinal said.
Marks of the old order are still with
us, he said; there is still sin. But
God has come near, he said, and by
entering our history he has opened
to us the life of his Kingdom.

“That is why the church matters
so much,” Cardinal Pierre said.
“The church, established by Christ,
is meant to be a sign of this new
creation. And don't forget, we are
the church. She is meant to show,
even now, what life can be like
when human beings and God live
in communion.”

St. Paul, the cardinal said, ex-
presses this very simply in the sec-
ond reading for the Mass (1 Corin-
thians 3: 9-11, 16-17) — you are
“God’s building.”

Cardinal Pierre asked the people
if they know that they are the tem-
ple of God, that the spirit of God
dwells in them.

Colleen Rowan photo
Cardinal Pierre blesses those gath-
ered at the anniversary Mass.

“This means that God does not
merely gather us into a building,”
the nuncio said. “He decides to
build us up as his people. He
does not merely bring us to the
holy place, he desires to make us
holy.”

The church, then, is not an
institution in the worldly sense or
just a collection of like-minded
people, he said. The church is
the people in whom God desires
to stay, he said, to dwell.

This, Cardinal Pierre said, helps
us understand what a cathedral is
for.

“This cathedral — in its beauty,
its order, its sacred signs — is meant
to draw people into communion
with God,” he said. “It teaches and
inspires. ... A church like this lifts
the heart and reminds us that we
are made for more. We are made for
God. And here, in God’s house,
God forms us more deeply as his
people. Here, we are sanctified by
contact with the living God, pres-
ent in his word and in the sacra-
ments. Here, we are washed in the
waters of rebirth. Here, we are
nourished by the Body and Blood

¢CrT his cathedral — in its
beauty, its order, its
sacred signs — is meant to draw

people into communion with

God. It teaches and inspires.”

—Cardinal Christophe Pierre, apostolic
nuncio to the United States, at the Mass
for the 100th anniversary of the Cathedral
of St. Joseph, Wheeling

Colleen Rowan photo
Cardinal Christophe Pierre offers his homily at the anniversary Mass.

of Christ. Here, the church is built
up as the people in whom God
dwells. So, yes, today we give
thanks for this cathedral of stone

and marble, but even more we give
thanks for what God has done and
continues to do through it.”

See “Mass” on Page 5
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Cardinal Pierre celebrates the anniversary Mass with more than 40 priests of the diocese concelebrating.

Mass ...

Cont’d from Page 4
The Christian life cannot stop
here, the nuncio stressed. The Cath-
olic faithful do not come into the
house of God and remain within it.
Being formed here as God’s people,
the cardinal said, the faithful are

also sent from here.

“What we receive here is not
meant to be kept for ourselves but
carried outward,” Cardinal Pierre
told the congregation. “Christ
gathers us here in order to send us
forth.”

As Pope Leo has written, the car-
dinal continued, the church must

“THE PRE-ARRANGEMENT
FUNERAL HOME’

FUNERAL HOMES
& CREMATORY

www.altmeyer.com !

304-232-0330

v

continue her missionary journey
with joy and zeal in the Holy Spirit.
And this is exactly the point, Cardi-
nal Pierre said, the church goes out
not in conquest or self assertion but
with the joy and zeal that come
from having first received the love
of God.

“And here, St. Joseph becomes

Panhandle

CLEANING & RESTORATION

THE MOUNTAINEERS,CALL”

Colleen Rowan photo

for us not only a patron but a
teacher,” the cardinal said. Scripture
calls him arighteous man, he added,
and one with a heart open to God.

“Listening for God’s word he
discerned what God was asking
of him and obeyed,” the cardinal
said. “He took Mary as his wife,

See “Mass” on Page 6
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received the mystery entrusted to him - Uy
and became the guardian of the Re-
deemer without placing himself at the
center as we usually do. He accepted
what came from God and faithfully car-
ried out the mission he was given.

“In this, Joseph is a model for the
church,” he said. “She too must listen
before she speaks ... receive before she
acts, and go where God sends her. That
is how the church remains faithful. This
is how she becomes missionary. That is
how she helps make visible, even now,
the new creation that God is bringing
about in Christ.

See “Mass” on Page 7

Colleen Rowan photos
At the cathedral’s 100th anniversary Mass are, counterclockwise from top left: Art McAuley, Margaret Campbell, and Barbara Emery—the grandchildren of the cathedral’s
architect, Edward J. Weber; attendees look on from the triforium; Sisters of the Congregation of St. Joseph; faithful praying; Roberta Petrella offers the intentions; and
Luke Minor leads the procession at the end of the Mass.
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The Cathedral of St. Joseph is packed for the anniversary Mass.

Mass ...

Cont’d from Page 6
“As we give thanks today for the 100 years
of this beautiful cathedral, let us ask not only
how it was built but what it is still building
today — a people in whom God dwells, a people

Jarvis-Williams Funeral Homes

who know his presence, a people ready to go
forth with the gospel,” Cardinal Pierre said.
“That is the grace we ask today, through the in-
tercession of St. Joseph, that this local church
may continue to be a sign of the new creation
begun in Christ and that all of us formed here
by the word and by the sacraments may go

JOHNSON

1224 S. Bridge Street,
New Martinsville, WV
(304) 455-3456

Weldon P. Williams, FD ¢ LIC

BOILER WORKS, INC
53 Marshall St.

“Boots” Jarvis, Co-Owner ¢ Sec

309 N 4th Avenue,
Paden City, WV
(304) 337-2311

Benwood, WV 26031
(304) 232-3070
Steam Boiler Repairs

The Catholic Spirit 7

Colleen Rowan photo

torth with joy and zeal in the Holy Spirit.
Amen.”

More than 40 priests concelebrated the Mass
with designated concelebrants: Very Rev. John
Rice, V.G., V.F,; Very Rev. Sebastian Devasya,
V.E., Very Rev. Donald X. Higgs, Assoc. V.E., V.E;

See “Mass” on Page 8
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69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling
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Bishop Earl Fernandes, Cardinal Christophe Pierre, and Bishop Mark Brennan (top, from left), clergy, and altar servers are shown after the Mass for the 100th anniversary of

the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheeling.

Mass ...

Cont’d from Page 7
Very Rev. Justin M. Golna, J.C.L., J.V.; Father
Manikyalarao; and Father John Soplinski, vice
rector of the cathedral. Seven deacons also par-

Discovering the

Cathedral:

AN EVENING OF
HISTORY, FAITH,
AND BEAUTY

Led by
Fr. Larry Dorsch

Previous Rector
of the Cathedral

£

Cathedral v 5t Iumrl]l

of the Cathedral combined with
scripture, prayer, and music

The evening will feature a guided tour

ticipated with Deacon Jacob Manning and Dea-
con Douglas Breiding serving as deacon of the
word and deacon of the Eucharist. Tyler J.
Greenwood served as master of ceremonies.
Bishop Brennan also welcomed to the Mass
leaders of other Wheeling faith communities,

Evangelizer.

Program Outline

Date Topic

April 29
and Disciples.

May 7

and Intercession.

May 14

Speaker: Fr Rex Marfil

including Rabbi Joshua B. Lief of Temple Sha-
lom, the Rev. Josh Saxe of St. Matthew’s Episco-
pal Church, and Bishop Darrell W. Cummings
of Bethlehem Church and of his congregation
in South Africa.

A reception was held following the Mass.

N\
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Join us at St Michael Church for a : Faith Journey-
From Resurrection to Pentecost, From Believer to an

Starting time: 6:00:pm in the church

The Power of Resurrection: A reflection on the
reality of the resurrection and its impact on fear and doubt of the Apostles

Final Instructions and Empowerment: arter
his resurrection, Jesus reorients the Disciples to trust in Him, in his Authority

Advent and Anticipation: after Jesus’
ascension, the apostles returned to Jerusalem, spending time in prayer in

the upper room while awaiting the Holy Spirit.

May 21

Pentecost-Empowerment by the Holy Spirit:

Empowerment by the Holy Spirit. Emphasizing spiritual growth, bold faith,

and the mission of the Church.

—_—
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Fvents Celebrating the 175th Anniversary of the

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston

Special Mass for the Charleston Vicariate

Honor Priests Celebrating Anniversaries of Ordination and Celebrate our
Diocese’s 175th Anniversary

Martinsburg Vicariate Gathering:-

Celebrating the 175th

Anniversary of the Diocese
CHARLESTON—AII are invited to attend a Mass at the Basilica of the Co-

Cathedral of the Sacred Heart (Charleston) as this will be a special celebration
held during the annual Priest Convocation and will honor several priests who
are celebrating significant anniversaries of priestly ordination and service. As
well, this will be an opportunity to celebrate our diocese’s 175th anniversary as
we continue our yearlong celebration which began in July 2025. It would be
wonderful to see a great turnout for this Mass to thank our priests for their im-
pactful ministry across our diocese. The Mass will be celebrated at 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 6.

BRATING
YEARS OF

EE
T

Tuesday: April 28, 2026
St. Vincent De Paul Parish
67 Liberty St. Berkeley Springs WV

Mass at 6:00pm
Celebrated by Bishop Brennan
and priests of the Martinsburg Vicariate

Reception to follow the Mass

AL are welcore!!

At right is the Prayer for the 175th Anniversary
of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston com-
posed by Chad Carter (Chancellor of the Dio-
cese of Wheeling-Charleston) and Shirley
Carter (Director of the Department of Faith
Formation). Find more resources on the anni-
versary, hymn documents, parish resources,
stories on the diocese’s history, and a video
message from Bishop Mark Brennan at
https://dwc.org/175th/

Flooring
AMERICA
We have it ALL!

5095 National Road, Triadelphia, WV
304-547-1800
www.flooringamericawestvirginia.com

Prayer for the 175th Anniversary
of the
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
God of all times and places,

We praise and thank you for the 175 years we have
spent around the table of your Son in these hills
and valleys of West Virginia.

You have walked with us through every season—
guiding our ancestors, building up communities of
faith, and forming hearts for discipleship.

As we give thanks for all who have gone before us,
we ask You now to renew us in the present and
continue to form us as a people of hope. Deepen
our faith, strengthen our unity, and enliven our
commitment to sharing the Gospel.

As we look to the future, we ask for the grace to be
bold in mission. Send us forth with open hearts,
ready to meet the needs of our neighbors, to be
instruments of justice and peace.

As we continue on the journey, may we go forward
as pilgrims of hope united in the Spirit, and
empowered by faith that grows, hope that endures,
and love that transforms.

We make this prayer through the intercession of
Mary, Mother of the Church, St. Joseph, patron of
our diocese and with all the saints who have walked
this path before us, keep us ever close to You—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—now and forever.

Amen.

DIOCESE OF
WHEELING-CHARLESTON

—1850-2025 ——

CELEBRATING
175 YEARS OF

HOPE

W
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From Vision to Action:

Council Takes Shape

By Joyce Bibey, courtesy of
FaithInWV

CHARLESTON—After months
of preparation a Diocesan Pastoral
Council of Women: Women of the
Way has been established, and last
week held its inaugural organiza-
tional meeting at St. John XXIII
Pastoral Center in Charleston.

A group of women from across
the diocese met to create a struc-
tured guideline that will help to
move Women of the Way from vi-
sion - action. Gina Boggess of
Sacred Heart in Bluefield, Carol
Cofer of Sacred Heart in Princeton,
Sr. Paula Ude, a professor at Con-
cord University, and Sr. Martha
Gomez of the Chancery make up
the executive team under Bishop
Mark Brennan with Fr. Sebastian
Devasya as the spiritual leader.

Last year, Bishop Mark met with
Sister Martha with the goal to de-
velop a diocesan women'’s leader-
ship group to empower Catholic
women of all backgrounds across
the state, while building a united
sistethood grounded in faith and
transformed by God.

At last week’s meeting, Bishop
Mark encouraged the women gath-
ered by the leadership team to work
together to help their peers in
every vicariate of the diocese to be
leaders, evangelizers, and spiritual
companions on the journey of
faith.

Whether you are single, mar-
ried, working, retired, elderly, in a
religious community, a caretaker, a
mother, or a grandmother Women
of the Way aims to connect and in-
spire through our common bond -
Christ.

The name Women of the Way is
from Acts 9:2, describing early
Christians as “followers of the
Way.” Women have a vital role
throughout the salvation history
from our Blessed Mother to the
women who followed Jesus, to our
faithful women in the pews today.

How will it work? Women of the
Way will:

e Encourage and strengthen
existing women’s groups within

parishes

e Assist parishes in establish-
ing a women'’s group where none
currently exist

e Provide support, resources,
and tools for women in need

e Serve as a compassionate
voice for the voiceless, bringing
women’s concerns and hopes to
the attention of diocesan leader-
ship.

Featured presenters for the
weekend included Bishop Mark;
Kathy Barton, director of the office
of Social Ministries in our Diocese;
Sister Rose Ann Hefner, CSJ; Sarah
McNeely, Co-Chair Immaculate
Conception Women’s Ministry;
and Enid Roman-De Jesus, Director
of the Office of Hispanic Ministry.

Deacons from around the state
gathered with the group for prayer,
and the weekend concluded with
Mass on Sunday with Fr. John H.
Finnell as celebrant.

Prayer for Women of the Way:
Gracious and loving God,

We gather at this inaugural
meeting of the Women of the Way
Diocesan Women’s Council with
hearts full of gratitude and hope.
We thank you for calling us to-
gether in faith, in purpose, and in
love.

We give thanks for the faithful
women who have gone before us -
for the Blessed Mother, whose
“yes” changed the world, for Mary
Magdalene, first witness to the Res-
urrection, for the women who fal-
lowed Jesus with courage and devo-
tion, for the saints who lived lives
of bold faith, and for our grand-
mothers, mother, and mentors
who guided us, prayed for us, and
showed us the way.

Their witness surrounds us like a
great cloud of grace, reminding us
that we do not walk this road
alone.

Lord, as Woman of the Way,
help us to walk together - to sup-
port one another, to listen with
compassion, to lead with humility,
and to serve with joyful hearts.

May we be your hands and feet,

‘Women of the Way’

doing Your work here on earth-
hand of compassion, hands of ac-
tion, hands of loving touch; feet
that move with purpose, feet
steady and secure on the path of
faith.

Bless each woman here today,
and those whom You are calling to
join us.

Bless our families and our work
- spiritually, emotionally, and
physically.

Pour out upon us all the graces
we need to carry out the mission
entrusted to us.

Strengthen us in times of uncer-
tainty, unite us in our shared mis-
sion, and inspire us to be bearers of
Your light in our communities.

May our work reflect Your love,

our words speak Your truth,

And our lives witness to Your
mercy.

Guide this council in wisdom
and purpose, so that all we do may
honor You and uplift Your people.

We place this journey in Your
Hands, trusting in Your grace every
step of the way.

We ask this in your Holy Name.
Amen

We ask our Holy Mother,
“Come as we journey along our
way, Santa Maria come.”

Looking forward to the next
zoom meeting where these brave
women will step forward to make
this dream possible to serve the so-
cial concerns affecting Women in
West Virginia.

OSARY
RUSADE

FOR VOCATIONS

May 13, 2025 - May 13, 2026

Let’s go all out
for Jesus and the Church!
dwc.org/rosary-crusade
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Bishops’ Pro-Life Chair
Concerned About ‘Uneven
Enforcement’ of Face Act

atter DOJ Report

By Kate Scanlon

WASHINGTON (OSV News) —
Bishop Daniel E. Thomas of Toledo,
Ohio, chairman of the U.S. bishops’ pro-
life committee, expressed concern about
the federal Freedom of Access to Clinic
Entrances Act, or FACE Act, and its “un-
even application.”

His comments came after the Depart-
ment of Justice released a report April 14
alleging the Biden administration
“weaponized” the federal law, which was
crafted to protect access to both repro-
ductive health facilities and houses of
worship.

Bishop Thomas, who chairs the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Com-
mittee on Pro-Life Activities, told OSV
News he is “thankful for the DOJ’s inves-
tigation into enforcement of the FACE
Act.”

In its 882-page report, the DOJ accus-
es the Biden administration of weapon-
izing the FACE Act by collaborating with
groups that support legal abortion to tar-
get pro-life organizations and individ-
uals, and that in some criminal cases
there were disproportionate sentences
for pro-life defendants and defendants
who support abortion.

However, some of the communica-
tions and actions detailed in the report
took place in 2020 and January 2021, the
tinal months of Trump’s first term.

Then-President Bill Clinton signed
the FACE Act into law in 1994. It seeks to
protect reproductive health facilities by
prohibiting actions such as obstructing
the entrance. As a compromise, Congress
also included protections for houses of
worship in that law.

Noting the USCCB opposed the legis-
lation when it was passed in 1994,
Bishop Thomas argued the bishops did
so because “there are other laws that can
deter violence, and we expressed con-
cern about uneven enforcement of the
Act that could punish peaceful pro-life
protesters and protect abortion busi-
nesses.”

After the U.S. Supreme Court’s
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health
Organization decision in June 2022,
which overturned its previous abortion
precedent in Roe v. Wade, the Biden
administration pursued prosecutions
under the FACE Act as part of what it
called its “whole-of-government” re-
sponse to protect abortion access. Ho-
wever, abortion opponents said the
Biden administration weaponized
that law, arguing they did not pursue
proportionate charges against those
who vandalized pro-life facilities or
churches.

“The DQOJ’s investigation confirms
that advocates for life weren’t provided
with equal justice,” Bishop Thomas
said. “Pro-life Catholics will continue
to advocate for the most vulnerable
in the womb and serve mothers with
the love and support they deserve,
especially through pregnancy help
centers.”

Acting U.S. Attorney General Todd
Blanche told NBC News that the report
showed under the Biden administration,
the DOJ was “working very closely with
outside organizations” to “go after indi-
viduals who were pro-life.”

The DOJ’s report comes as that
department faces scrutiny from some
pro-life leaders for recent filings
asking courts to dismiss or pause state
lawsuits to 1roll back the Biden
administration’s eased restrictions
on mifepristone, a drug commonly used
for first trimester abortion, but which is
also used in some miscarriage care proto-
cols.

Separately, former CNN anchor Don
Lemon was charged with violating the
FACE Act in the disruption of a church
service in St. Paul, Minnesota, as part of
a protest of the Trump administration’s
immigration crackdown in that area.
Lemon has argued he was there as a jour-
nalist.

(Kate Scanlon is a national reporter
for OSV News covering Washington.)

“’%” CURSILLO

INFORMATIONAL SESSION

Where: St. Francis de Sales, Beckley, W.V.

Is the Holy Spirit calling you
to a richer relationship with

God?

e Cursillo is a Catholic movement that
encourages Christians to deepen their
faith and become better evangelizers in
their community.

e Those who have “lived” Cursillo say it is
an experience of living and sharing with
others in a loving and caring Christian
community.

e Itis nota theoretical course but, an
experience that must be lived. It is said
to be life-changing experience, which

mber — it is
, Ext. 480. brings with it the discovery of the basis
of Christianity and its fundamental
significance to life.
Make an "nd_ e Itisanexperience that can change your
Be f . _d relationship with Christ.
2 alx —_— o The motto of Cursillo is make a friend,
B]’lns alrien be a friend, and bring a friend to Christ.
to Chriat.

April 25,2026 —10:00 am —11:15 am
615 S. Oakwood Ave., Beckley, WV 25801

DIOCESE OF WHEELING-CHARLESTON

A CURSILLO MINISTRY
3 . 1311 Byron Street,
PO Box 230
Wheeling, West Virginia 26003
304-233-0880, Ext. 480 | cursillo@DWC.org | dwc.org (Events -

Cursillo)
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Lebanon: Israeli Military to Investigate Soldier
Who Destroyed Jesus Statue Amid Backlash

By Junno Arocho Es-
teves

(OSV News) — Catho-
lic leaders in the Holy Land
expressed their “unre-
served condemnation”
after a picture of an Israeli
soldier striking the head of
a statue of Jesus in Debel, a
Christian village in south-
ern Lebanon, went viral on
social media.

In a statement signed by
Cardinal Pierbattista Pizza-
balla, issued April 20, the
Assembly of Catholic Or-
dinaries of the Holy Land
expressed its “profound in-
dignation and unreserved
condemnation of the des-
ecration of a representation
of Jesus Crucified by an Is-
raeli soldier in a Lebanese
village.”

“This act constitutes a
grave affront to the Chris-
tian faith and adds to other
reported incidents of des-
ecration of Christian sym-
bols by IDF soldiers in
southern Lebanon.” It also
reveals “a disturbing failure
in moral and human for-
mation, wherein even the
most elementary reverence
for the sacred and for the
dignity of others has been
gravely compromised.”

Israeli authorities con-
demned the actions of an
Israeli soldier who des-
ecrated the statue of Jesus
in a Lebanese village to
which Israel denied hu-
manitarian access for
weeks.

The Israel Defense Force,
or IDF, said it was investi-
gating the destruction of a
statue of Jesus after a photo
published online showed

an Israeli soldier desecrat-
ing the image in southern
Lebanon.

In a statement pub-
lished on April 19, the IDF
said an initial examination
confirmed the photo’s au-
thenticity, stating that it
“views the incident with
great severity and empha-
sizes that the soldier’s con-
duct is wholly inconsistent
with the values expected of
its troops.”

“The incident is being
investigated by the North-
ern Command and is cur-
rently being addressed
through the chain of com-
mand. Appropriate meas-
ures will be taken against
those involved in accor-
dance with the findings,”
the IDF said.

The photo, which was
posted to X by Palestinian
journalist Younis Tirawi,
showed an Israeli soldier
striking the head of a statue
of Jesus crucified with a
sledgehammer.

In a subsequent post, Ti-
rawi identified the incident
location as Debel, a village
roughly 54 miles south of
Beirut. A Facebook page
from Debel shared by the
journalist posted a picture
of the statue before its de-
struction, along with the
words: “Father, forgive
them, for they know not
what they do.”

“The Assembly calls for
immediate and decisive
disciplinary action, a cred-
ible process of accountabil-
ity, and clear assurances
that such conduct will
neither be tolerated nor re-
peated,” the Catholic

OSV News photo/x.com via Reuters

An Israeli soldier is seen destroying a statue of Jesus in Debel, Lebanon, April 19, 2026. The Israel De-
fense Force on April 19 confirmed the authenticity of the photo, which was posted on X by Palestinian

journalist Younis Tirawi.

leaders of the Holy Land
said in their April 20 state-
ment.

Debel is a Christian vil-
lage to which Pope Leo sent
amessage of closeness April
7, citing the “dramatic cir-
cumstances” the people of
the village “are experienc-
ing.”

Signed by Cardinal Pie-
tro Parolin, the Vatican’s
secretary of state, and pub-
lished in French, the mes-
sage said the pope “extends
his message of consolation

and compassion to all
Christians in South Leba-
non and to all those suffer-
ing the consequences of the
war.”

“Today, we celebrate the
resurrection of the Lord,”
Pope Leo said. “May you,
amidst feelings of sorrow,
anguish, and mourning,
experience a deeper joy in
your hearts today: Jesus has
gloriously triumphed over
death. It is a joy that comes
from heaven and that
nothing can take from

you.”

Catholic Near East Wel-
fare Association-Pontifical
Mission, or CNEWA, cares
for 430 Maronite Catholic
families in Debel, 425
Christian families in the
village of Ain Ebel, and
1,400 Maronite Catholic
families in Rmeich.

Aid convoys the agency
tried to send both before
and after Easter did not re-
ceive permission for safe
passage and were scheduled
See “Backlash” on Page 13
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Backlash ...

Cont’d from Page 12
to attempt passage in the
week following Divine
Mercy Sunday, April 12, and
OSV News is awaiting confir-
mation on whether they
were able to pass.

Reuters news agency con-
firmed that the cross
smashed by an Israeli soldier
was part of a small shrine in
the garden of a family living
on the ?edge of the village,
said Father Fadi Falfel, a pri-
est in Debel.

“One of the Israeli sol-
diers broke the cross and did
this horrible thing, this des-
ecration of our holy sym-
bols,” he told Reuters.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said in
an April 20 X post: “I con-
demn the actin the strongest
terms.”

“Israel cherishes and up-
holds the Jewish values of
tolerance and mutual re-
spect between Jews and wor-
shippers of all faiths,” the Is-
raeli prime minister said,
adding that “like the over-
whelming majority of Israe-
lis,” he was “stunned and
saddened to learn that an
IDF soldier damaged a Cath-
olic religious icon in south-
ern Lebanon.”

He said the IDF “will take
appropriately harsh disci-
plinary action against the of-
fender.”

“We express regret for the
incident and for any hurt
this has caused to believers
in Lebanon and around the
world,” Netanyahu said.

U.S. Ambassador to Israel

Mike Huckabee took to X to
say, “Swift, severe, & public
consequences are needed” to
address the incident.

While Netanyahu said on
X that “the Christian pop-
ulation in Israel thrives un-
like elsewhere in the Middle
East” and that “Israel is the
only place in the Middle East
that adheres to freedom of
worship for all,” religious
freedom organizations cite a
long list of past acts against
Christian symbols and at-
tacks on Christians in Israel.

According to the Reli-
gious Freedom Data Center,
a Jerusalem-based group that
documents incidents affect-
ing religious freedom, par-
ticularly against Christians,
an estimated 181 incidents
of “harassment targeting
Christians, Christian sym-
bols, and Christian institu-
tions” were committed in Is-
rael in 2025.

The group also reported
an additional 44 incidents
between January and March
2026.

The outrage online
prompted an initial response
from IDF spokesman Lt. Col.
Nadav Shoshani, who said
that the actions of the soldier
“do not align with the IDF’s
values and the behavior ex-
pected of IDF soldiers”
should the image be proven
real.

Following the IDF’s con-
firmation of the photo’s au-
thenticity, Israeli Foreign
Minister Gideon Sa’ar called
the soldier’'s desecration
“grave and disgraceful”
and apologized “to every
Christian whose feelings

were hurt.”

Commending the IDF for
its investigation, Sa’ar said
via X he was “confident that
the necessary strict measures
will be taken against
whoever carried out this ugly
act.”

Antonio Tajani, Italy’s
foreign minister, welcomed
Sa’ar’s statement on “the se-
rious act committed by an
IDF soldier.”

Tajani said the destruc-
tion of the statue was a “vio-
lent act of aggression against
Christians, who in the Mid-
dle East represent an instru-
ment of peace.”

“Itis an unacceptable epi-
sode that we hope will never
be repeated,” Tajani wrote
on X. “Profaning the sym-
bols of Christianity, Juda-
ism, and Islam is not a dem-
onstration of strength but
only of weakness, contrary
to all principles in favor of
freedom and interreligious
dialogue.”

While there has been no
official statement from the
Catholic leaders in Lebanon,
Wadie Abunassar, coordi-
nator of the Holy Land
Christian Forum, said in an
interview with Israeli news
website Ynet that the sol-
dier’s actions were “truly re-
volting.”

“l prayed it wasn’t real.
The aggression in the image
and what emerges from the
footage is very severe and
disturbing,” he said. “When
something that is in the
depths of your soul is
harmed, you cannot remain
indifferent.”

The Assembly of Catholic
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Ordinaries of the Holy Land
said in its statement that
“even in the face of such of-
fense, the Cross remains un-
assailable in its meaning ... a
source of dignity, hope, and
redemption, and as a sum-
mons to overcome violence
through sacrificial love.”

The assembly renewed a
call “to bring to an end the
war that has tormented this
region for far too long and to
embrace a path where peace
is witnessed in restraint, dia-
logue, responsibility, and
reverence for the sacred and
for every human life.”

OSV News reached out
for comment to Matteo
Bruni, director of the Holy
See Press Office, and is await-
ing answer.

(Junno Arocho Esteves is
an international correspon-
dent for OSV News.)
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A message from the West Virginia Knights of Columbus State Council

Deep within the heart of every man is a call to live with purpose
and meaning; a call to lead, to protect, to serve and to defend.

® [ ]
Men today need a band of brothers — other Catholic men to YOU al'e anlted

share in that call, who walk together on the journey towards

something better. tO pllt YOUI'
The Knights of Columbus is a trusted name, tried by time, faith ifl aCtiOn

present where men are, providing inspiring resources and

kofc.org/joinus
support for strengthening your faith and living a life of virtue.

. " ; . - : AN :
Knights lead with faith. Knights protect our families. Knights serve ¥ Knights of

those in need. Columbus’

When the world says men should step aside, Knights of
Columbus step up.

We are Catholic men. We live by principles informed by faith. We "
are sons, fathers, husbands, and grandfathers. Join us on life’s Become a Knlght-

greatest adventure to discover the man God calls you to be. click nere

Columbus Life Insurance?

Safeguard your My Choose Kt N Sk

+ Financial Security - Help Essentials for Disaster Case Managers 2-Day Training
protect your family’s income, Training D R
y mortgage, and daily needs. Training Details raining Description
|0 ng after you re gon e CCUSA's copyrighted and accredited Essentials for
+ Guaranteed Coverage - DATE: Disaster Case Managers two-day training provides the
Permanent life insurance May 18 & 19, 2026 10 essential topics a disaster case manager needs to

know about in order to ensure success.

options that may never expire. :
P ! y T Gupi LOCATION: The training provides opportunities to apply and

Catholic Charities WV

+ Catholic Values - Ethical 2000 Main Street practice this knowledge with in-class activities.
investments and a commitment Wheeling, WV 26003 « Attendees are required to attend both days to receive
to faith-driven service — a CCUSA Disaster Case Management Certification.

e Lunch is provided.
e The training is limited at 35 participants (Limit 3
QUESTIONS: participants per agency).

9:00am - 4:00pm

+ Member Benefits — Exclusive
fraternal benefits tailored for

\pierce@ccwva.org e Priority will be given to nonprofits providing case
Knights and their families. idyer@ccwva.org management to disaster victims.
\ e CEC'’s eligible
?
Contact me today to learn more: Who Should Attend? o
The Virtus A e Case Managers who will provide service to disaster
@ virius Agency victims
He".dAgem H e Supervisors of disaster case managers
(804) 547-2373 « Long-term recovery group representatives
VIrtusAgencyz-d-kofc.org e Community members interested in volunteer disaster

case management
www.Knightslnsurance.org °

Register via link or QR code below:

For costs, terms, conditions and complete details regarding these products, please contact your agent or the Knights of Thankyou to our partner,

Columbus. Products may vary by state. Insurance solutions available to eligible members of the Knights of Columbus in Catholic Charities USA https:/forms.office.com/r/qVb4eQS2E3
US.A. and Canada. Guarantees assume all premiums are timely paid and are based on the claims-paying ability of the & &
issuer. Any policy loans will impact the guarantees by reducing the policy's death benefit and cash values. Knights of Catholic
Columbus is located at: 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510 20299 425 ( ) Charities
USA. =5
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Celebrating a Year of Blessing from the Christ Child Jesus

he Basilica of the Co-
I Cathedral of the
Sacred Heart in
Charleston held the An-
nual Diocesan Shrine
Novena of the Santo Nifio
April 11-19. Celebrating a
Year of Blessing from the
Christ Child Jesus, each
day included Mass fol-
lowed by Novena/Benedic-
tion and devotion cele-
brated visiting priests.
Father Prakash Kerketta,
assoc. rector of the Basilica
Co-Cathedral and chaplain
of Charleston Catholic
High School, opened the
first night of the celebra-
tion. Subsequent evenings
were celebrated by Father
Rex Marfil and Father Lu-
sius Mite, S.V.D., both paro-
chial vicars at St. Michael
Parish in Wheeling; Father
Rene Gerona, S.V.D., pastor
of St. John the Evangelist
Parish in Summersville;
Father Roy Kurakula, pastor
of St. Matthew Parish in Ra-
venswood and Sacred Heart
Mission in Point Pleasant;
Father Neil Buchlein, pas-
tor of St. Mary Queen of
Heaven Parish in Madison,
St. Barbara Mission in
Chapmanville, and St. Jo-
seph the Worker Chapel in
Whitesville; Father Rey D.
Landicho, pastor of St.
Peter Parish in Welch,
Sacred Heart Mission in Po-
whatan, Our Lady of Vic-
tory Chapel in Gary, and
Holy Cross Chapel in Pine-
ville; Father Philip Szabo,
pastor of St. Agnes in
Charleston; and Father
Binu Emmanuel, CST, pas-

tor of St. Luke the Evangel-
ist Parish in Cheat Lake.
The final night was cele-
brated by Very Rev. Donald
X. Higgs, Assoc. V.E., V.E,,

brated by Father Kerketta.

rector of the Basilica Co-
Cathedral, and concele-

Edward Sadie Gathering
Space. The Basilica of the
Co-Cathedral is Pilgrimage
Site for the Diocesan Shrine
of Santo Nifo.

A reception was held
each night in the Msgr. P

L
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If you experience
regret, guilt, or grief
after abortion, be
assured that God’s
healing love and mercy
are always available to
the repentant heart.

project rachel

For confidential, non-judgmental help, call
888-456-HOPE (4673), or visit
www.HopeAfterAbortion.org

Martina Hart Photo

The procession is held on the final night of the Annual Diocesan Shrine Novena of the Santo Nifio April 19 at the Basilica of the Co-
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Charleston. Bearers of the statue of Santo Nifo are: from front left, Jack Walsh, Sam Willson, and Perry
Lee; and from front right, Bill Salutillo, Kyle Mork, and Marcin Karcz.
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1701 Oakhurst Drive
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Catholic Charities West Virginia
Thanks Pleasants Community
Foundation for Donation

atholic Charities West Vir-
‘ ginia (CCWVa) thanks the

Pleasants Community
Foundation, Inc. for a $2,000
grant supporting CCWVa’s Mo-
bile Food Pantry in Pleasants
County.

The pantry holds monthly dis-
tributions in the town of Belmont
and serves about 35 households
each month, reaching nearly 100
households a year. In the past 12
months, the program has distrib-
uted almost 20,000 pounds of
food to local residents. About 20%
of those served are children and
11% are seniors.

“Our Mobile Food Pantry
brings food directly into commu-

nities where access can be lim-
ited,” CCWVa officials said. “This
work depends on generous part-
ners and dedicated volunteers.”
If you or someone you know
could use this service, or if you
would like to volunteer, contact
Catholic Charities West Virginia
to learn more about upcoming
distributions at www.ccwva.org.

Representatives of the Pleasants
Community Foundation, Inc.,
present a $2,000 grant to Catho-
lic Charities West Virginia offi-
cials for CCWVa’s Mobile Food
Pantry in Pleasants County.
Courtesy photo
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MOUNTAINEER FOOD BANK

JIMIGBILE

FOOD PANTRY

Location: Wetzel County
St. Vincent DePaul Catholic
Church
Address: 21 Rosary Road
New Martinsville, WV 26155
Date: Friday, May 8th
Time: 10am—11:30am

Visit mountainserfoodbank.org/mobile-pantry for the full schedule
484 Enterprise Drive, Gassaway, WV 28624 | 304-364-5518
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‘0; Neighborhood
Wil Center pawnwe pacty

Totw Vs For A FUN AND MEANINGEVL WEEKEND!

Help us refresh our dining room and create a
welcoming space for all. Whether you can give a few
hours or the whole day, your presence makes a
difference.

DaTtEes:
« Saturday, May 16 8:00 AM — 4:00 PM
« Sunday, May 17 8:00 AM —12:00 PM

VOLVNTEERS WELCOME:

Students from CCHS and John Marshall High School will
be helping. We welcome community members of all ages.
Come for an hour or stay all day.

Foob PROVIDED:
« Saturday: Lunch for neighbors and volunteers
e Sunday: Picnic lunch at 12:30 PM for all volunteers

SvePLy bonaTioNns NEEDED:
We are collecting painting supplies. ltems can be dropped
off at the center or coordinated directly.

Contact us:
125 18™" Street
Wheeling, WV 26003

Phone: 304.232.8390
Email: eworkman@ccwva.org
Website: www.ccwva.org

SVGGESTED ITEMS:
Paint rollers
Drop cloths
Painter’s tape
Edging tools
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Pope Leo Xiv Honors Pope Francis on Death Anniversary,

Recalling His Mercy and Closeness to “The Little Ones’

By Courtney Mares

ABOARD THE PAPAL PLANE
(OSV News) — Flying over the
west coast of central Africa on April
21, Pope Leo XIV paused to honor
his predecessor on the first anni-
versary of Pope Francis’ death, re-
membering the Argentine pope’s
witness to mercy and closeness to
the poor.

On the papal flight from
Luanda, Angola, to Malabo, the
capital of Equatorial Guinea, Pope
Leo XIV spoke to journalists travel-
ing with him, reflecting on the leg-
acy of Pope Francis, who died April
21, 2025.

“T would like to remember, on
this first anniversary of his death,
Pope Francis, who gave so much to
the church with his life, his testi-
mony, his words, and his gestures,”
Pope Leo told reporters, speaking
in Italian.

He recalled how Pope Francis
truly lived with “closeness to the
poorest, the little ones, the sick, the
children, the elderly.”

“We can also remember his mes-
sage of mercy,” Pope Leo said, re-
membering in particular how his
predecessor invited the entire
Church to join in the “beautiful
celebration of an extraordinary Ju-
bilee of Mercy.”

Pope Francis, born Jorge Mario
Bergoglio on Dec. 17, 1936, in Bue-
nos Aires, led the Catholic Church
from March 13, 2013, until his
death on Easter Monday 2025. He
was the first Jesuit pope and the
first pope from Latin America.

The late pope’s final public ap-
pearance was on Easter Sunday,
April 20, 2025, when he unex-
pectedly came out on the central
loggia of St. Peter’s Basilica, raising
his hands to wave to thousands of
faithful gathered below in the
square.

“Happy Easter,” he told the
crowd, before delivering what
would be his last Easter blessing,
“urbi et orbi,” to the city and the

world. The visibly frail pope then
boarded his popemobile for a final
pass through the square to greet the
taithful.

“We pray that he is already en-
joying the mercy of the Lord and
we thank the Lord for the great gift
of Francis’ life to the whole Church
and to the whole world,” Pope Leo
said on the flight.

In Rome, the anniversary of
Pope Francis’ death will be marked
with a Mass held in the Basilica of
St. Mary Major, the final resting
place of the late pope.

Pope Leo reflected on this prede-
cessor’s legacy on the papal
tlight to Equatorial Guinea, the last
African country on the pope’s 11-
day apostolic journey to the conti-
nent.

After his tribute, the pope re-
sponded to three questions from
Angolan journalists about his ex-
perience in their country.

Pope Leo said that it was “a joy
to see the places in the world where
the Church is growing,” noting
that is not the case in other parts of
the world, underlining that this is
“a call to evangelization, to con-
tinue to announce the Gospel and
to try to invite others, not with
proselytism as Pope Francis said so
many times, but with the beauty,
the attraction of faith.”

“The joy of believers is one of
the best announcements of faith,
of the Gospel,” he added.

Asked about the possibility of
new African cardinal appoint-
ments, Pope Leo said that “this is a
question that many want to ask,”
noting that it’s “still not decided
yet when new cardinals will be
created.”

“We must look at the question at
the global level,” he said. “We hope
that for Africa, and also for Angola,
in the future — I'm not saying the
next one, a bit further on — but we
can consider the creation of new
cardinals also for Angola.”

Speaking at roughly 30,000 feet,

the pope also wished happy birth-
day to two journalists on the plane
who are traveling as part of the Vat-
ican press corps.

During the papal trip to four
countries in Africa, Pope Leo has
been flexing his language skills,
preaching Masses and giving
speeches in French, English, and
Portuguese. On each flight to a new
country, Pope Leo has spoken to
journalists aboard the papal plane
in either English or Italian.

In his final destination, the
pope will add another language to
that list, as Equatorial Guinea is the
only Spanish-speaking country in
Africa.

Pope Leo’s April 21-23 visit to
Equatorial Guinea will be only the
second papal visit to the country;
the first was by St. John Paul II in
1982.

The papal visit coincides with
the 170th anniversary of evange-
lization in the country, where
roughly 75% of the 1.67 million
population is Catholic.

In Equatorial Guinea, Pope Leo
will stop at a psychiatric hospital in
the capital Malabo, visit a prison in
Bata, and pray at a memorial to vic-
tims of a 2021 military base explo-
sion that killed more than 100
people. A papal Mass in Mongomo
at the Basilica of the Immaculate
Conception is expected to draw
100,000 Catholics.

Sister Francine Hien of the Mis-
sionary Sisters of Mary Immaculate
told OSV News the Christian-ma-
jority country was awaiting the
pope’s arrival with “enthusiasm,
expectations, zeal and joy.”

(Courtney Mares is Vatican edi-
tor for OSV News.)
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Confirmation Schedule
Bishop Mark E. Brennan, Celebrant

Saturday, April 25: Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Stonewood, 5 p.m.
Sunday, April 26: St. Brendan, Elkins, 11 a.m.

Friday, May 1: St. Francis de Sales, Beckley; 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 2: SS Peter & Paul, Oak Hill, 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 3: St. Catherine of Siena, Ronceverte, 11 a.m.
Saturday, May 9: Immaculate Conception, Clarksburg, 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 10: St. Joseph the Worker, Weirton, 7 p.m.
Monday, May 11: St. Michael, Wheeling, 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 13: Immaculate Conception, Fairmont, 6 p.m.
Saturday, May 16: St. Vincent de Paul, Wheeling, 5 p.m.
Sunday, May 17: St. Jude, Glen Dale, 9 a.m.

Friday, May 22: Epiphany of the Lord, Moorefield, 6 p.m.

Saturday, May 23: St. Leo, Inwood,
S p.m.

Sunday, May 24: St. Bernadette,
Hedgesville, 11 a.m.

Sunday, May 24: St. Joseph, Martinsburg, 4 p.m.

gaéfgrday, June 6: Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Charleston,
:30 p.m.

Sunday, June 14: St. Matthew / Sacred Heart Mission, Point Pleasant, 11:15
a.m.

Saturday, June 20: St. Sebastian, Kingwood, 6 p.m.

Good Shepherd treats
me like family.
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Home for the Aged

Knights of
Columbus®

Carroll Council 504

OF WHEELING, W.VA.

KorC

Since 1900, West Virginia’s first Knights of
Columbus Council — Carroll Council 504 — has been
committed to Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and

Patriotism.

Guided by these Principles, we will continue to serve
the parishioners of St. Michael, St. Vincent de Paul,
St. Alphonsus, and the Cathedral of St. Joseph, and

the Wheeling community today and tomorrow.

To learn more and to join us,
click here



https://www.kofc.org/en//index.html
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El Papa Le6n XIV rinde homenaje al Papa Francisco en el aniversario de su
fallecimiento, recordando su misericordia y su cercania hacia

Por Courtney Mares

A BORDO DEL AVION PAPAL
(OSV News) — Mientras sobrevolaba
la costa occidental de Africa Central el
21 de abril, el Papa Le6n XIV hizo una
pausa para honrar a su predecesor en el
primer aniversario de la muerte del
Papa Francisco, recordando el testimo-
nio de misericordia y cercania a los po-
bres del Papa argentino.

En el vuelo Papal de Luanda, An-
gola, a Malabo, la capital de Guinea
Ecuatorial, el Papa Le6n habl6 con los
periodistas que viajaban con él, retlex-
ionando sobre el legado del Papa Fran-
cisco, quien falleci6 el 21 de abril de
2025.

"Antes que nada, quisiera recordar al
Papa Francisco, en su primer aniver-
sario de fallecimiento. Con su vida, El
doné tanto alalglesia, su testimonio, su
palabra y sus gestos", dijo el Papa Le6n
a los periodistas, hablando en italiano.

Record6 cémo el Papa Francisco
vivi6 verdaderamente "la cercania a los
mas pobres, a los mdas pequerfios, a los
enfermos, a los ninos, a los ancianos".

También podemos recordar su men-
saje de misericordia, dijo el Papa Leon,
recordando momentos en los que el
Papa Francisco predico sobre la miseri-
cordia de Dios, y "como habl6 desde el
corazon de este gran amor, del perdon,
que es la generosa expresion de la mi-
sericordia del Sefior". En particular,
recordé como su predecesor invitd a
toda la Iglesia a unirse a la "hermosa
celebracion del Jubileo Extraordinario

de la Misericordia".

El Papa Francisco, cuyo nombre de
nacimiento era Jorge Mario Bergoglio,
nacio el 17 de diciembre de 1936 en
Buenos Aires y dirigio la Iglesia Catolica
desde el 13 de marzo de 2013 hasta su
fallecimiento el Lunes de Pascua de
2025. Fue el primer Papa jesuita y el
primer Papa de América Latina.

La Gltima aparicién puablica del di-
funto pontifice fue el Domingo de Pas-
cua, 20 de abril de 2025, cuando sali6
inesperadamente a la logia central de la
Basilica de San Pedro, levantando las
manos para saludar a los miles de fieles
reunidos abajo en la plaza.

"Feliz Pascua", dijo a la multitud,
antes de impartir la que seria su dltima
bendicién de Pascua, "urbi et orbi", a la
ciudad y al mundo. El Papa, visible-
mente fragil, subi6é entonces a su papa-
movil para dar una tltima vuelta por la
plaza y saludar a los fieles.

"Recemos porque esté disfrutando
de la misericordia del Sefior y demos
gracias a Dios por el gran don que su-
puso la vida de Francisco para toda la
Iglesia y para todo el mundo", dijo el
Papa Leon durante el vuelo.

En Roma, el aniversario dela muerte
del Papa Francisco se conmemora con
una Misa programada a celebrarse en la
Basilica de Santa Maria la Mayor, lugar
de descanso eterno del difunto Papa.

El Papa Leon reflexiono sobre el le-
gado de su predecesor en el vuelo papal
hacia Guinea Ecuatorial, el altimo pais
africano en el viaje apostolicode 11 dias

del Papa por el continente.

Tras suhomenaje, el Papa respondio
a tres preguntas de periodistas angole-
fios sobre su experiencia en su pais.

El Papa Le6on dijo que era "una ale-
gria ver los lugares del mundo donde la
Iglesia esta creciendo", sefialando que
no es el caso en otras partes del mundo,
y subray6 que esto es "una llamada a la
evangelizacion, a seguir anunciando el
Evangelioy aintentar invitar a otros, no
con fines proselitistas --como decia tan-
tas veces el Papa Francisco--, sino medi-
ante la belleza y el atractivo de la fe".

"La alegria de los creyentes es uno de
los mejores anuncios de la fe, del Evan-
gelio", afiadio.

Al ser preguntado sobre la posibili-
dad de nuevos nombramientos de car-
denales africanos, el Papa Leon dijo que
"esta es una pregunta que muchos qui-
eren hacer", sefialando que "atin no se
ha decidido cuando habra un nuevo
nombramiento de cardenales".

"Hay que analizar la cuestion a nivel
global", atirmé. "Esperamos que, para
Africa y quiz4 también para Angola en
el futuro --no digo en un futuro prox-
imo, sino un poco mas lejano--, se
pueda considerar el nombramiento de
un nuevo cardenal. También para An-
gola".

Hablando a unos 30.000 pies de al-
tura, el Papa también felicité por su
cumpleafios a dos periodistas que viaja-
ban en el avidon como parte de la prensa
vaticana. Durante el viaje papal a cuatro
paises de Africa, el Papa Le6n ha estado

'los méds pequeiios’

demostrando sus habilidades lingiiisti-
cas, celebrando misas y pronunciando
discursos en francés, inglésy portugués.
En cada vuelo hacia un nuevo pais, el
Papa Le6n ha hablado con los periodis-
tas a bordo del avion papal en inglés o
en italiano.

En su destino final, el Papa afiadira
otro idioma a esa lista, ya que Guinea
Ecuatorial es el tinico pais de habla his-
pana de Africa.

La visita del Papa Le6n a Guinea
Ecuatorial, del 21 al 23 de abril, sera solo
la segunda visita papal al pais; la prim-
era fue la de San Juan Pablo Il en 1982.

La visita papal coincide con el 170.°
aniversario de la evangelizacion del
pais, donde aproximadamente el 75%
delos 1,67 millones de habitantes es ca-
tolico.

En Guinea Ecuatorial, el Papa Le6n
haré una parada en un hospital psiqui-
atrico dela capital, Malabo, visitara una
prision en Bata y rezara en un memorial
dedicado a las victimas de la explosion
de una base militar en 2021 que caus6
la muerte de mas de 100 personas. Se es-
pera que la Misa Papal que se celebrara
en Mongomo, en la Basilica de la In-
maculada Concepcién, retna a
100.000 catolicos.La hermana Francine
Hien, de las Hermanas Misioneras de
Maria Inmaculada, declar6 a OSV News
que este pais de mayoria cristiana esper-
aba la llegada del Papa con "entusi-
asmo, expectacion, fervor y alegria".

(Courtney Mares es editora del Vati-
cano para OSV News.)

Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de menores:

La diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston te exhorta a denunciar cualquier de-
lito ante las autoridades civiles. Para realizar una denuncia en contra de cual-
quier obispo en todos los Estado Unidos, favor de reportarlo en la pagina web
www.reﬁostbishopabuse.org. Y si, ademas, existen motivos para creer que un
obispo ha cometido alguna conducta sexual inapropiada favor de comuni-
carse con las autoridades civiles de la jurisdiccion correspondiente y también

uede realizar un reporte en la pagina web antes mencionada. Para in-

ormar a las autoridades civiles: comuniquese con la policia local; los
nameros varian segin su ubicacion. Si considera que alguien esta en peligro
inmediato, favor de llamar al 911. Para informar de forma confidencial sobre
cualquier sospecha de abuso o negligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual,
favor de comunicarse con la Oficina de Servicios de Proteccion Infantil de
Nifios y Familias de West Virginia, llamando a la linea directa de abuso infantil
al 1-800.352.6513. Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La
didcesis exhorta a informar primeramente a las autoridades civiles correspon-
dientes, cuando la denuncia incluye un delito, y también alienta a informar
a las autoridades eclesiasticas correspondientes. Para reportar casos sospecho-
sos de abuso sexual de menores por parte del personal de la Di6cesis de Wheel-
ing-Charleston, comuniquese directamente con la di6cesis a los teléfonos
1.888.434.6237 0 304.233.0880 para hablar con cualquiera de las siguientes
personas asignadas: Sr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Sr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; y si
desea hablar en espafiol con Sor Martha Gomez, ext. 264. También puede lla-
mar a la Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la diocesis al 304.230.1504 o a la linea

directa de abuso sexual de la didcesis al 833.230.5656. Los formularios de
quejas estan disponibles en linea en la pé?na web www.dwc.org, favor de
hacer clicen "Diocesis" en la barra de ment, [uego en "Oficinas”, en "Ambiente
seguro" y en "Descargar archivos y formularios". El formulario se titula "For-
mulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de menores". El formulario
se puede enviar por correo en Estados Unidos a: Office of Safe Environment,
Diocesis of Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. Para
informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas de la Didcesis:
Favor de llamar a Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, al 304.559.6742. Ademas de las
vias mencionadas anteriormente para denunciar el abuso sexual, la didcesis
se ha asociado con la compariia Navex Global que ofrecer la plataforma Ethic-
sPoint para informar cualquier inquietud adicional, como sospecha de mala
conducta financiera, profesional y personal de un sacerdote, diacono, reli-
gioso, o empleado laico de la didcesis o cualquier parroquia o escuela catoélica
en West Virginia. Puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint a través de la pa-
gina web www.dwc.org, en “Rendicioén de cuentas”, luego “Informar mala
conducta” ollamando al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es una herramienta de de-
nuncia confidencial y anénima, ellos se encargaran de transmitir su denuncia
directamente a las autoridades civiles y a las autoridades diocesanas corre-
spondientes, y lo mas importante al denunciar a través de ellos, la identidad

e la persona que denuncia estd protegida. Enlaces e informacion:
Departamento de Salud 'y Recursos Humanos de WV:
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia Estatal de Virginia Occidental,
Unidad de crimenes contra a menores: 304-293-6400.
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with Fr. Chapin & <
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sunday Mornings /- e
6:30 WTOVFOX9  Wheeling-Steabenville LA
6:30 WOWK CBS 13 Huntington-Charleston 4 "‘N“ '
8:00 WBOY NBC 12 Weston-Clarksburg-Fairmont L W S

6:30 WOAY ABC4  Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewisburg)
8:30 WNS FOX 59 Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewisburg)
9:30 WWANBC6 Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewisburg)
11:00WDVM 25  Hagerstown-Washington D.C.

Plus watch online at - www.mydailyliving.com and YouTube

CatholicInternational,

100%
Online

Catholic
International
partners with our
diocese to offer
free continuing
education courses
for catechists
and those involved
in parish ministry.

Use the access code:

CDU20DIOCESEWC
when setting up your account to receive your free tuition!
https://catholiciu.edu/continuingeducation/
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Start Today!

ESTABLISHED
LEADER IN
STRUCTURAL
HEART GCARE

THE MOST ADVANCED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

Learn more at: MyWVUHeart.com

_ Appointments: 304-243-8362

The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing
staff, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the
only program in West Virginia that offers eight specialized, structural heart
procedures and is one of the few programs in the United States (and

the only one in West Virginia) offering cerebral embolic protection during
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter
mitral valve replacement.

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based techniques to treat all
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

OUR TEAM

Deepak Hooda MD
Interventional Cardiology

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiology

David Michael Campsey MD
Interventional Cardiology

YWYWVUHeart&Vascular
Institute



