
By Gina Christian, OSV News 

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen — 
the 20th-century theolo-
gian, evangelizer, Catholic 

communications pioneer, teacher 
and preacher — is now Blessed Ful-
ton J. Sheen. 

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, a 
pro-prefect for the Holy See’s Di-
castery for Evangelization and 
papal delegate, pronounced the 
Church’s declaration on Arch-
bishop Sheen’s holiness of life and 
witness to Jesus Christ at a Sept. 24 
Mass celebrated in The Dome at 
America’s Center in St. Louis. 

To the applause of pilgrims, Car-
dinal Tagle described Archbishop 
Sheen as a “son of Illinois, son of 
the United States of America” and 
“indeed, son of the world.”  

Hundreds of clergy, including 
dozens of bishops and cardinals, 
had processed into the arena for 
the Mass as choirs, accompanied 
by an orchestra, performed a suc-
cession of hymns. The priests’ vest-
ments were embroidered with 
“JMJ,” Archbishop Sheen’s signa-
ture dedication to Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph. 

The location had been selected 
by Archbishop Sheen’s home Dio-
cese of Peoria, Illinois, to accom-
modate the number of pilgrims 
who arrived for the beatification 
and its surrounding events. 
Around 50,000 people were in at-
tendance, according to organizers. 

During a press conference a few 
hours prior to the Mass, Bishop 
Louis Tylka of Peoria said that al-
most every U.S. state and several 
additional nations were represent-

ed by pilgrims. A number of the 
faithful hailed from Italy, Poland 
and Brazil, he said. 

Close to 90 bishops, some 1,000 
priests, an estimated 1,600 men 
and women religious, and almost 
250 deacons were present, added 
Bishop Tylka, who wore Arch-
bishop Sheen’s pectoral cross. 
Among the concelebrating prelates 
was Archbishop Gabriele G. Cac-
cia, apostolic nuncio to the United 
States. 

The beatification — a papal act 
affirming an individual’s presence 
in heaven is worthy of belief — of-
ficially occurred between the litur-
gy’s Penitential Rite and the Gloria. 
Bishop Tylka made a formal 
request for Archbishop Sheen’s be-
atification to Cardinal Tagle.  

A short biography of Arch-
bishop Sheen, who was born in El 
Paso, Illinois, in 1895 and died in 
New York in 1979, was read by 
Archbishop Sheen’s great-nephew, 
Paul Cunningham, after which 
Cardinal Tagle proclaimed the 
apostolic letter from Pope Leo XIV 
declaring the beatification in Lat-
in. Bishop Tylka then read the 
letter in English, as applause fol-
lowed both.  

With the papal decree’s public 
proclamation, Archbishop Sheen 
became formally counted among 
the Church’s “beati,” from the Lat-
in word for “blessed.” 

James Fulton Engstrom — 
whose revival from stillbirth in 
2010, attributed to Archbishop 
Sheen’s intercession, was formally 
declared the miracle that moved 
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OSV News photo/Margaret Murray 
The official portrait of Blessed Fulton J. Sheen is revealed at his beatification Mass 
Sept. 24 at The Dome at America’s Center in St. Louis. 

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Declared ‘Blessed’ 
at Beatification Mass in St. Louis
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Archbishop Sheen to beatification 
— processed with his parents and 
siblings to present a major relic of 
Archbishop Sheen during the lit-
urgy. 

Enclosed in a special case called 
a reliquary, the relic is Archbishop 
Sheen’s mandible, or jawbone, 
chosen because it represents                 
the archbishop’s tremendous gifts 
as an orator, teacher and evangel-
ist. 

As part of the beatification, a 
portrait of a haloed Blessed Fulton 
Sheen was also unveiled. In the 
image, he is notably holding a 
piece of chalk, which he famously 
used — along with a blackboard — 
during his Emmy-winning tele-        
vision show, “Life Is Worth                     
Living.”  

The image was also simulta-
neously unveiled in the Diocese of 
Peoria at the Cathedral of St. Mary 
of the Immaculate Conception. 

The first reading from the beati-
fication Mass, Isaiah 52:7-10, was 
delivered in Spanish, with the sec-
ond reading, 2 Corinthians 4:1-2, 

5-7, proclaimed in Portuguese, 
while the Gospel taken from Mark 
16:15-20 was proclaimed in Eng-
lish. The prayers of the faithful 
were offered in a variety of other 
languages, illustrating both the 
universal character of the Church 
and also the missionary mindset         
of Blessed Fulton J. Sheen, who 
served as the U.S. director for the 
Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith. 

In his homily, Cardinal Tagle 
praised Archbishop Sheen as a “sto-
ryteller of Jesus” and “a “mission-
ary who digs deep into the heart of 
the poor to meet Jesus there.”  

The cardinal noted then-Bishop 
Sheen’s passionate advocacy for 
the poor during the Second Vatican 
Council. During the 1964 discus-
sions on the document “Ad 
Gentes,” on the missionary activ-
ity of the Church, then-Bishop 
Sheen asked his brother bishops to 
“affirm” the notion of poverty            
and the bishops who came from 
poor and suffering parts of the 
Church. 

“As only a wounded Christ 
could convert a doubting Thomas, 
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To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Di-
ocese of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and fore-
most if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing www.reportbishop-
abuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If   you have reason to believe 
that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct or has interfered with an investigation 
into sexual misconduct, please contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction 
and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org.  To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact 
your local law enforcement: numbers will vary based on your location. If you be-
lieve someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence 
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Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Services  by calling the Child Abuse 
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may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504 or the Diocese’s 
sexual abuse hotline at 833.230.5656. Additional methods of reporting are available at 
www.dwc.org, under “Accountability.” Complaint forms are available online at 
www.dwc.org, click “Diocese” on the menu bar, then “Offices,” then “Safe Environ-
ment”, then “Download Files and Forms.” The form is titled “Complaint Form for Al-
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of Safe Environment, Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 
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McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, at 304.559.6742. The Diocese partners with Navex Global to 
offer EthicsPoint to report other concerns such as suspected financial, professional, and 
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any 
Catholic parish or school in WV.EthicsPoint can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under 
“Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint 
is a third-party reporting system that reports to civil authorities where applicable             
and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the  person reporting is protected.           
Links and information: WV Department of Health and Human Resources: 
https://dhhr.wv.gov/bss/services/Pages/Centralized-Intake-for-Abuse-and-
Neglect.aspx West Virginia State Police, Crimes Against Children Unit: 304-293-6400. 

Publisher: Bishop Evelio Menjívar-Ayala......................................................................           
Executive Editor: Colleen Rowan, Ext. 347..............................................crowan@dwc.org 
Advertising: contact Colleen Rowan 
Freelance Writers: Andrea Acosta, Martina Hart, John Sherwood, Pam Queen 
Member: Catholic Press Association, West Virginia Press Association, National Press           
Photographers Association, Inc. 

Published every Friday by e-mail  & printed 10 times a year.  All issues sent to each 
registered Catholic free of charge.  Donations to help offset  production costs are wel-
comed. Out-of-diocese  subscriptions are $25 annually.  The opinions of correspon-
dents do not necessarily reflect the opinions of  The  Catholic Spirit.  

Submission Guidelines: news releases are articles (limited to 12,000 words) and 
photos are welcome. Not responsible for unsolicited material.

Office: 1322 Eoff St. 
Mailing: PO Box 230 
Wheeling, WV 26003 

(304) 232-0444 

September 25, 2026 
Vol. 56, No. 40

thecatholic 
spiritwv.org  

dwc.org 

Sexual Abuse Aware-
ness Training: The U.S. Confer-
ence  of Catholic Bishops requires all 
Dioceses/Eparchies have a Safe Envi-
ronment Program for the protection of 
children and young people. The Dio-
cese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe En-
vironment Program consists of the fol-
lowing components for persons seek-
ing employment or to volunteer,  di-
rectly or indirectly, with children: 
background check; receipt of the Dio-
cese’s Policy Relating to Sexual Abuse 
of Children; sexual abuse awareness 
training for adults. Training may  be 
completed online or via live workshop. 
For information, go to www.dwc.org, 
click “Diocese”, then “Offices,” then 
“Office of  Safe  Environment.” 

See “Sheen” on Page 3

The Catholic Spirit’s 
Print Schedule 2026

There are 10 print editions in 
2026. Above are the names  of 
the issues and the publishing 
dates left for the year. Please 
note, the publishing dates may 
or may not  be on feast days. Dig-
ital issues are published every 
Friday, delivered by e-mail to 
subscribers, and posted on                          
thecatholicspiritwv.org. 



September 25, 2026 The Catholic Spirit 3

Sheen ...  
Cont’d from Page 2 

so only a Church wounded by poverty can 
convert a doubting world,” he said.  

Cardinal Tagle commended Archbishop 
Sheen for making genuine connections 
with the people he met and to whom he 
preached and ministered. 

“The missionary evangelizer is blessed 
by the communion with persons and 
peoples, especially the poor and vulner-
able, and this is communion in the name 
of Jesus Christ,” he said. 

Cardinal Tagle shared how Archbishop 
Sheen told a friend, who asked why he be-
came a priest, that he was called to share 
the Gospel and tell the story of Jesus.  

“I never tire of telling it; I never tire of 
improving my telling of it. I love my cal-
ling,” Archbishop Sheen said, as Cardinal 
Tagle recounted. 

In remarks after Communion, Bishop 
Tylka urged all attendees to pray for Arch-
bishop Sheen’s canonization, leading 
them together in a prayer for that inten-
tion. 

“It is God who has given the Church   
the extraordinary witness of the man we 
may now call Blessed Fulton J. Sheen,” he 
said. 

Thanking the many prelates involved 
in the Mass, including Archbishop Mit-
chell T. Rozanski, whose archdiocese 
hosted the beatification, and representa-
tives from the Archdiocese of New York, 
Diocese of Rochester and the Pontifical 
Mission Societies, Bishop Tylka noted, 
“Your presence today is a beautiful re-
minder that while Peoria is incredibly 
proud to call Fulton Sheen one of our own, 
he is a gift to the whole Church.” 

Bishop Tylka also expressed his grat-
itude to Archbishop Sheen’s family, indi-
viduals and benefactors involved in prep-
arations and liturgy, and the faithful who 
made the pilgrimage to attend the beatifi-
cation.  

“Fulton Sheen has left us a great leg-
acy,” he said. “He fearlessly proclaimed    
the Gospel in challenging cultural times. 
He supported the Church’s missions 
throughout the world. He won tens of 
thousands of converts and preached to 
millions. His time of prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament was the source of his in-
sight into the Son of God. He used every 
gift God gave him for one purpose: to bring 
people to Christ. And his legacy is now 
ours.” 

Following the Mass, attendees were in-
vited to remain in prayer to venerate Arch-
bishop Sheen’s relics. 

(Gina Christian is a multimedia re-
porter for OSV News.)
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Lou W. Nau, Inc.
69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling       Phone (304) 242-6311

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!
We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

louwnau.doitbest.com

By Very Rev. Timothy J. 
Grassi, V.F. 

“He tends his flock 
like a shepherd: 
He gathers the 

lambs in his arms and carries 
them close to his heart;” – 
Isaiah 40:11.  These words 
from the Prophet Isaiah are 
what I would consider a 
summary of this position of 
the Episcopal Vicar for the 
Usus Antiquior.  When 
Bishop Evelio contacted me 
to discuss the Extraordi-
nary Form of the Mass I did 
not know what he was 
really looking for.  As our 
conversation proceeded 
those words came to mind, 
“He tends his flock like a 
shepherd,” because I real-
ized this was about a bishop 
who cared for the people he 
had been entrusted to shep-
herd.  I quickly came to un-
derstand that this was 
about the unity of the faith 
and the oneness of the mys-
tery within the two forms 
of the Roman Rite of Mass.  
When we all believe, live 
and act with these inten-
tions, we come to the real-
ization that the presence of 
the Old Liturgy is a gift des-

tined to build up the Body 
of Christ.   

With this in mind, 
Bishop Evelio asked if I 
would be something of a 
“liaison” for the Latin Mass 
Communities in our Dio-
cese.  What this means is 
that I am overseeing the 
different places that offer 
the Extraordinary Form of 
the Mass and offer support 
to them in making sure 
they are following all the 
necessary guidelines that 
the Holy Father has given 
us and seeking whatever 
permissions may be neces-
sary.  All of this would be 

done in consultation with 
the bishop and at his direc-
tion.  Bishop Evelio was 
also very interested in mak-
ing sure that it was reason-
ably accessible in all parts 
of this vast Diocese of ours 
and that those Masses be 
staffed by our clergy, not 
from neighboring clergy.  
Letters requesting the Ex-
traordinary Form of the 
Mass in the Charleston area 
came to the bishop’s atten-
tion.  Hence, Fr. Phillip 
Szabo, of St. Agnes Parish in 
Charleston was entrusted 
with caring for those at-
tached to the Extraordinary 
Form of the Mass in the 
southern part of the state.  
Further, in Wheeling, the 
Extraordinary Form of the 
Mass was being offered at 
the Our Lady of Seven Do-
lors Mission one Sunday a 
month and a priest was 
brought in from Steuben-
ville to offer the Mass.  
Now, Fr. Justin Golna will 
offer that Mass each week.  
The other two places in the 
Diocese where the Extraor-
dinary Form of the Mass is 
offered is in Morgantown 
at St. John University Par-

ish, by Fr. Brian Crenwelge, 
and in Charles Town at the 
Annunciation Priory by the 
Canons Regular of the New 
Jerusalem.  This makes ac-
cess to the Extraordinary 
Form of the Mass in more 
regions of the Diocese.   

Bishop Evelio sat in 
choir during the Extraordi-
nary Form of the Mass at 
the Priory of the Annunci-
ation in Charles Town, 
which means that he was 
on the altar and participat-
ing in the Mass, not as the 
celebrant, but as one who is 
praying with the faithful in 
the Mass.  He addressed the 
congregation, informing 
them of his care and con-
cern for the salvation of all 
the souls entrusted to him 
in the Diocese and that in-
cluded all of them.  His 
message was exceedingly 
pastoral and very genuine.  
He expressed that the pres-
ence of the Usus Antiquior 
in the Diocese meets a gen-
uine pastoral need, draw-

ing on a similar spirit of 
care and hospitality that 
causes our Diocese to pro-
vide Mass in Spanish.   

I am hopeful that 
Bishop Evelio’s pastoral so-
licitude will grow the spiri-
tual life of the Diocese and 
encourage all the faithful 
by making reasonable ac-
commodations for the 
needs of each.  It is very sad 
when I read about many Di-
oceses across the country 
that are closing parishes 
and consequently elimi-
nating Masses for the faith-
ful.  It warms my heart to 
think that in the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston, we 
are adding Masses and giv-
ing the faithful more op-
portunities to participate 
in the ancient rite of the 
Mass.  This can only be a 
win-win for everyone.  May 
God be glorified!   

Episcopal Vicar for the Usus Antiquior  

1 Fourteenth Street,  
Wheeling, WV 26003 

 304-233-2270 
 Stop in or call us today!

Food service Equipment, 

Supplies, Disposables, 

Janitorial and more

Very Rev. Timothy J. Grassi, V.F.
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By Colleen Rowan 
WHEELING — St. Michael Parish in Wheel-

ing invites all to “A Gathering and a Conversa-
tion: Reforming the Immigration System in the 
United States” on Wednesday, Sept. 30, from 
6:30-8 p.m. This is the fifth session of the par-
ish’s series, “Who is My Neighbor?”  

 The gathering will be held in the cafeteria at 
St. Michael Parish School, which is located next 
to the church. 

Sharing their stories will be recent immi-
grants and refugees to the U.S. whose families 
have been affected by ICE (Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement). Three different stories 
will be highlighted, said Lou Volpe, a parishio-
ner who facilitates the series. “One eventually 
turned out positive after a struggle, one not          
positive, and one is still being decided,”  he   
said. 

The hope is to foster a compassionate                
understanding of the challenges and hardships 
immigrants and refugees face. And with               
families being separated after deportations, 
Volpe said, “We have to talk about that in          
light of the Gospel and Catholic Social Teach-
ing.”   

In the second part of the gathering, St.            
Michael’s parishioner David Barnett will offer        
a PowerPoint presentation on the immigration 
system, which Volpe noted has not been                
reformed since 1996. Questions to be covered 
include: How do you get a visa? How do you          
get a green card? What are some of the pitfalls? 
What does it involve? What are some of                
the glitches that have occurred that make it                  
difficult in general for someone to be natural-
ized? 

“We will hear each other’s voices and ideas 
concerning the call to modify or change the im-
migration system to mirror the values expressed 
in Universal Social Teaching,” the promotional 
flyer states. 

The third part of the evening will provide a 
time for participants to ask questions and to en-
gage in open conversation.  

“That’s important,” Vople said. “People will 
be able to talk and listen to each other.” 

Very Rev. Carlos Melocoton, V.F., pastor of  
St. Michael’s, said the series brings people to-
gether to synodality.  

“We come to talk and learn about the plight 
of our immigrant brothers and sisters,” he said. 
“We hear news about their situation on 
media/social media, yet we do not know how to 
respond. This series gets us together to dialogue, 
get informed, and let the Holy Spirit take care of 
the course and lead us how to respond in light 
of our Catholic Social Teachings. We already see 
the fruits of the Holy Spirit, we are on our fifth 
series, and we are doing some practical actions 

already.” 
One of those actions, he added, is the par-

ish’s  campaign  “Ayudas para Amistad” (Help 
for a Friend or Brother) which raises funds to 
help the immigrant/refugee community in the 
Northern Panhandle. Donations can be made to 
St. Michael Parish with “Ayudas para Amistad” 
on the check memo line. 

Through “Who is My Neighbor?”gatherings, 
the parish wants to help people in the commu-
nity to be aware of issues surrounding immigra-
tion. This has been the goal since the launch of 
the series back in February with “A Conversa-
tion on Catholic Social Teaching & Immigra-
tion.” The following  months brought ad-
ditional gatherings in Wheeling as well as an 
event at St. Mary Parish in Star City which Volpe 
and Barnett helped to facilitate. 

The upcoming session in Wheeling is     
free and open to the public. For more infor-       
mation, send e-mail to Volpe at   
volpefamwheeling@gmail.com or Barnett  at 
davebarnett2653@comcast.net 

304-547-1800

Immigrants and Refugees to Share Their Stories at 
‘Who is My Neighbor?’ Gathering in Wheeling 

mailto:davebarnett2653@comcast.net


September 25, 2026   The Catholic Spirit 7

Joy from The Truth

Catholic
International

partners with our 
diocese to offer 
free continuing

education courses 
for catechists

and those involved 
in parish ministry.

https://catholiciu.edu/continuingeducation/

Use the access code:

CDU20DIOCESEWC
when setting up your account to receive your free tuition!

Father Doug Ondeck blesses the preschool and classrooms at St. Patrick Catholic School in Weston with the Most Blessed Sacrament in the monstrance Sept. 18. 
Students kneel before Christ, while other students join the procession as altar servers and choir members. With them is Principal John Riley. Courtesy photo 

Bringing Christ to the Classroom
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W E S T  V I R G I N I A — 
The theme for the 2026 
PACE Conference is: “With 
One Voice:  One Faith, One 
Spirit” and will feature in-
ternationally known com-
poser and theologian Fr. 
Ricky Manalo, CSP as the 
keynote speaker.   

PACE—an acronym for 
Pastoral  Administration 
and Collaborative  Educa-
tion—was created to pro-
vide training, formation, 
and professional develop-
ment for staff members and 
volunteers serving our par-
ishes and schools. Just             
as important, PACE pro-
vides an opportunity to 
strengthen relationships, 
encourage collaboration, 
and foster communication 
between Chancery employ-
ees and those serving 
throughout the Diocese.  

The PACE Conference 
strives to offer something 
for everyone. Practical ses-
sions provide training and 
guidance on topics such as 
Flocknote, payroll proce-
dures, office management, 
technology, and other as-
pects of day-to-day parish 
and school operations. 
These are complemented 
by engaging sessions fo-
cused on pastoral ministry, 
faith formation, leader-
ship, and other areas that 
support the Church’s 
broader mission. Special-
ized sessions are also of-
fered for those serving in 
school administration. To-
gether, these opportunities 
make PACE not simply a 
training event, but a day of 
learning, formation, col-
laboration, and fellowship 
for those who serve the 
Church throughout our Di-
ocese.  

Registration is now 
open. Click here to register. 
For a listing of breakout  

sessions, click here. Regis-
tration timelines and fees 
are as follows (please note 

that ALL registration fees 
are non-refundable): 

Early Registration Fee: 

$110 (September 21-Oc-
tober 7) 

Late Registration Fee: 
$130 (October 8-14) 

First time PACE attendee 
discounted rate during 
Early Registration: $90 

Please note that you 
must secure your own    
lodging accommodations 
including the associated 
costs.  The costs above are 
simply the registration 
costs which include meals 
at the Pastoral Center. 

 
About Father Ricky 

Manalo, CSP: 
Fr. Manalo, CSP, is a 

Paulist priest, liturgical 
composer, theologian, and 
pastoral scholar recognized 
internationally for his con-
tributions to Catholic wor-
ship, intercultural mini-
stry, and pastoral leader-
ship. Born in Brooklyn, 
New York, and raised in 
Marlboro, New Jersey, he 
studied composition and 
piano at the Manhattan 
School of Music, theology 
at Washington Theological 
Union, and liturgy, culture, 
and sociology at the Gradu-
ate Theological Union in 
Berkeley, California. In 
2024, Fr. Manalo was in-
vited by the Vatican to 
serve on a panel of theolo-
gians, ethicists, and experts 
exploring how Catholic 
faith can shape the ethical 
development of artificial 
intelligence.  He currently 
serves, along with Jona-
than Lewis, as co-director 
of The Communion Proj-
ect, a Paulist initiative ad-
dressing polarization, lead-
ing efforts to bridge   
divides and foster dialogue 
within the U.S. Catholic 
Church.

2026 PACE Conference Registration is Now Open

https://dwc.org/2026-pace/
https://dwc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/October-2026-PACE-Schedule-V3.pdf
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ELKINS—”Help us celebrate a mile-
stone in faith, service, and brotherhood!” 
The Knights of Columbus, Elkins Council 
#603, stated in anticipation of its 125th   
anniversary in October, “And we are gath-
ering memories from throughout our coun-
cil’s history.” 

Parishioners of St. Brendan’s in Elkins  
and St. Patrick Mission in Coalton are in-
vited to share photos, newspaper articles, 
keepsakes, or other memorabilia featuring 
past activities, events, or members. Items 
may be dropped off at the parish office for 
Brother Knight Deacon Raymond Godwin 
or given to any Brother Knight for inclu-
sion in the anniversary program. 

Parishioners are asked to label each item 
with name and phone number so it can be 
returned after it has been documented.  

The council thanks all for helping to 
honor 125 years of service and preserve 
these treasured memories.  

The Knights 125th Anniversary Program 
will have an “In Memory of” memorial list 
of Council 603 Knights over the years who 
have passed on. The council is asking for a 
donation of $10 per name for the list which 
will go to help defray the costs of the 
Knights Anniversary Dinner and Program. 
Those who  would like to have a loved one 
who was a Knight listed on that page, are 
asked to give the name and the donation to 
either Dan Kelly or Bryan Kozik or write the 
name on an envelope putting the donation 
inside, and place it in the collection basket 
or drop it off at the parish office.  

The publishing deadline for these is Fri-
day, Oct. 16.

Knights of Columbus Elkins 
Council to Mark its 125th 
Anniversary in October 

KINGWOOD — “The Buckwheat Festival is a won-
derful opportunity to reach out to our community and 
share the joy of our Catholic faith!”said members of 
Preston County’s St. Sebastian Parish in Kingwood and 
the Missions of St. Zita in Masontown and St. Edward 
the Confessor in Terra Alta. 

At the festival, which ends Sept. 27, “The Catholic 
Church of Preston County” will have an evangelization 
table setup at Brown Avenue across from the Commu-
nity Building. “We’ll be sharing information about our 
churches, our ministries, and the many wonderful 
things happening throughout our Catholic commu-
nity,” they said. 

The group will have brochures, information about 
ministries at the three churches, goodies for the kids, 
and more. 

“Most importantly, we’ll be there to welcome 
people, answer questions, and let our community know 
that there is a place for them in the Catholic Church of 
Preston County,” they said. 

The Preston County Buckwheat Festival is held an-
nually to celebrate the area’s rich history of buckwheat 
farming. 

Preston County Parishes Will 
Share ‘Joy of Our Catholic 
Faith’ at Buckwheat Festival

https://www.kofc.org/en//index.html


September 25, 2026 The Catholic Spirit 11

WHEELING—St. Michael Parish in Wheeling will again join NAMI 
(National Alliance on Mental Illness) Greater Wheeling in hosting an in-
terfaith service to pray for individuals and families living with mental ill-
ness. The event will take place at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 6, in the 
Angelus Center, which is just west of the church at 1225 National Road 
in Wheeling.  

The annual prayer service has been a part of St. Michael Parish’s stew-
ardship activities for more than 20 years. Everyone who attends the vigil 
will have the opportunity to light a prayer candle in honor of a friend or 
loved one with mental illness. Please join us! 

Courtesy photo 
St. Michael Church in Wheeling is pictured during a past NAMI (National Alliance 
on Mental Illness) Greater Wheeling interfaith service to pray for individuals and fam-
ilies living with mental illness. This year’s event will take place at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Oct. 6, in the Angelus Center.

Wheeling Parish to Host Interfaith 
Service for Those Living with 
Mental Illness 

Click here for information

CLARKSBURG — A newly 
formed grief support group,           
The Wounded Healers, is being 
led by Deacon Thom Trunzo who 
has more than 31 years in mini-
stry. 

The group will meet Tuesday 
evenings from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at 
the St. James Church Social Hall, 
1300 N21st St, (Northview) 
Clarksburg. The first gathering 
was Sept. 22.  

“Grief is a difficult journey, 
and being part of a support        
group is one way that allows 
people who are grieving to       
listen, learn a little about what 

might be going on inside, and 
have a safe and confidential place 
to share,” group organizers said. 
“Hosted by St. James, we are 
grateful to Amos Carvelli Funeral 
Home for its sponsorship. 
Anyone suffering a significant 
loss or death of a family member 
or friend is warmly invited to at-
tend.” 

 There is no charge to attend. 
For more information, Deacon  
Trunzo  welcomes your call at 
(304) 672-3000.  

“May the Spirit of Healing      
and Peace be upon you!” organiz-
ers said.

Deacon Trunzo Leading New Grief 
Support Group in Clarksburg

 Since 1900, West Virginia’s first Knights of        

Columbus Council — Carroll   Council 504 — has been 

committed to  Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and         

Patriotism. 

 

Guided by these Principles, we will  continue to serve 

the parishioners of  St. Michael, St. Vincent de Paul, 

St. Alphonsus, and the Cathedral of St. Joseph, and 

the Wheeling community today and tomorrow. 
 

To learn more and to join us,  
click here

of Wheeling, W.Va.
Carroll Council 504  

https://dwc.org/directory-listing/permanent-diaconate-formation-office-of/2275/
https://www.kofc.org/en//index.html
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Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de menores: 
La diócesis de Wheeling-Charleston te exhorta a denunciar cualquier de-

lito ante las autoridades civiles.  Para realizar una denuncia en contra de cual-
quier obispo en todos los Estado Unidos, favor de reportarlo en la página web 
www.repostbishopabuse.org. Y si, además, existen motivos para creer que un 
obispo ha cometido alguna conducta sexual inapropiada favor de comuni-
carse con las autoridades civiles de la jurisdicción correspondiente y también 
puede realizar un reporte en la página web antes mencionada. Para in-
formar a las autoridades civiles:  comuníquese con la policía local; los 
números varían según su ubicación.  Si considera que alguien está en peligro 
inmediato, favor de llamar al 911.  Para informar de forma confidencial sobre 
cualquier sospecha de abuso o negligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual, 
favor de comunicarse con la Oficina de Servicios de Protección Infantil de 
Niños y Familias de West Virginia, llamando a la línea directa de abuso infantil 
al 1-800.352.6513.   Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La 
diócesis exhorta a informar primeramente a las autoridades civiles correspon-
dientes, cuando la denuncia incluye un delito, y también alienta a informar 
a las autoridades eclesiásticas correspondientes. Para reportar casos sospecho-
sos de abuso sexual de menores por parte del personal de la Diócesis de Wheel-
ing-Charleston, comuníquese directamente con la diócesis a los teléfonos 
1.888.434.6237 o 304.233.0880 para hablar con cualquiera de las siguientes 
personas asignadas:  Sr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Sr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; y si 
desea hablar en español con Sor Martha Gómez, ext. 264. También puede lla-
mar a la Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la diócesis al 304.230.1504 o a la línea 

directa de abuso sexual de la diócesis al   833.230.5656.  Los formularios de 
quejas están disponibles en línea en la página web www.dwc.org, favor de 
hacer clic en "Diócesis" en la barra de menú, luego en "Oficinas”, en "Ambiente 
seguro" y en "Descargar archivos y formularios". El formulario se titula "For-
mulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de menores". El formulario 
se puede enviar por correo en Estados Unidos a: Office of Safe Environment, 
Diocesis of Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. Para 
informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Víctimas de la Diócesis: 
Favor de llamar a Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, al 304.559.6742. Además de las 
vías mencionadas anteriormente para denunciar el abuso sexual, la diócesis 
se ha asociado con la compañía Navex Global que ofrecer la plataforma Ethic-
sPoint para informar cualquier inquietud adicional, como sospecha de mala 
conducta financiera, profesional y personal de un sacerdote, diacono, reli-
gioso, o empleado laico de la diócesis o cualquier parroquia o escuela católica 
en West Virginia.  Puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint a través de la pá-
gina web www.dwc.org, en “Rendición de cuentas”, luego “Informar mala 
conducta” o llamando al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es una herramienta de de-
nuncia confidencial y anónima, ellos se encargarán de transmitir su denuncia 
directamente a las autoridades civiles y a las autoridades diocesanas corre-
spondientes, y lo más importante al denunciar a través de ellos, la identidad 
de la persona que denuncia está protegida.   Enlaces e información:  De-
partamento de Salud y Recursos Humanos de WV: 
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policía Estatal de Virginia Occidental, 
Unidad de crímenes contra a menores: 304-293-6400. 

En Español

Por Gina Christian 
ST. LOUIS (OSV News) — El arzobispo Ful-

ton J. Sheen --teólogo estadounidense del siglo 
XX, evangelizador, pionero de las comunica-
ciones católicas, maestro y predicador — es 
ahora el Beato Fulton Sheen. 

El cardenal Luis Antonio Tagle, pro-prefecto 
del Dicasterio para la Evangelización de la Santa 
Sede, dio a conocer la declaración de la Iglesia 
sobre la vida y el testimonio del arzobispo Sheen 
durante una Misa celebrada el 24 de septiembre 
en The Dome at America’s Center de St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

El lugar había sido seleccionado por la dióce-
sis natal del arzobispo Sheen, Peoria, Illinois, 
para dar cabida a los miles de peregrinos que 
asistieron a la beatificación y a los eventos rela-
cionados. Según los organizadores, asistieron al-
rededor de 50.000 personas. 

La beatificación se llevó a cabo oficialmente 
entre el Rito Penitencial de la liturgia y el              
Gloria. El obispo Louis Tylka, de Peoria, Illinois, 
presentó una solicitud formal de beatificación 
del arzobispo Sheen al cardenal Tagle, el                  
delegado papal. Se leyó una breve biografía            
del arzobispo Sheen, seguida del decreto                  
formal de beatificación enviado por el Papa 
León XIV. 

Con la proclamación pública del decreto, el 
arzobispo Sheen pasa a formar parte oficial-
mente de los "beati" de la Iglesia, término latino 
que significa “beatos”. 

James Fulton Engstrom — cuya recuperación 
tras nacer sin pulso en 2010, atribuida a la in-
tercesión del arzobispo Sheen, fue declarada ofi-
cialmente el milagro que impulsó la beatifica-
ción del arzobispo Sheen — presentó una reli-
quia mayor del arzobispo. 

Guardada en un estuche especial llamado re-
licario, la reliquia es la mandíbula del arzobispo 
Sheen, elegida porque representaba los extraor-
dinarios dones del arzobispo como orador, 
maestro y evangelista. 

Con la beatificación, también se dio a con-
ocer un retrato con la imagen del arzobispo 
Sheen con una aureola. En la imagen, llama la 
atención que sostenga una tiza, que solía usar 
(junto con una pizarra) durante su programa de 
televisión ganador de un premio Emmy, "Life Is 
Worth Living".

El arzobispo Fulton J. Sheen es declarado beato 
en una Misa en St. Louis

Foto OSV News/Margaret Murray 
El retrato oficial del Beato Fulton J. Sheen se dio a 
conocer en su Misa de beatificación, celebrada el 24 
de septiembre de 2026 en The Dome at America's 
Center en St. Louis. 
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STEUBENVILLE, OHIO —
Franciscan University of Steuben-
ville’s Institute for the Study of 
Man and Woman will celebrate the 
life and thought of influential 
Catholic writer Gertrud von le Fort 
with a special evening of reflection 
on Wednesday, October 14, at 7:30 
p.m. in the Pope St. Paul VI Event 
Center, Christ the Teacher Hall. 
The event is free and open to the 
public. 

A Celebration of the Timeless 
Work of Gertrud von le Fort will 
bring together three scholars to ex-
plore von le Fort’s insights into 
womanhood and the “eternal fem-
inine,” with particular attention to 

her classic work The Eternal 
Woman. 

The event comes during a world-
wide celebration marking the 
150th anniversary of von le Fort’s 
birth. Born October 11, 1876, in 
Minden, Germany, von le Fort be-
came one of the important Catho-
lic literary voices of the 20th cen-
tury. The Eternal Woman, first pub-
lished in German in 1934, remains 
among her most enduring reflec-
tions on the nature and vocation of 
woman. 

The evening will feature a panel 
discussion involving Dr. Deborah 
Savage, professor of theology at 
Franciscan University and director 

of the Institute for the Study of Man 
and Woman; Dr. Margaret Harper 
McCarthy, associate professor of 
theological anthropology at the 
John Paul II Institute for Studies on 
Marriage and Family at The Catho-
lic University of America; and Dr. 
Jennifer S. Bryson, fellow in             
Catholic studies at the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center in Washing-
ton, D.C. 

Savage has devoted much of the 
past two decades to developing a 
scientifically, philosophically, and 
theologically grounded account of 
man and woman, their identity, ge-
nius, and mission. She is also a rec-
ognized scholar of the work of Pope 
St. John Paul II and his philosoph-
ical anthropology. 

McCarthy’s teaching and schol-
arship focus on theological anthro-
pology, particularly questions sur-
rounding sexual difference, the 
imago Dei, personhood, equality, 

gender, and the nature of love. She 
also serves as editor of Humanum: 
Issues in Family, Culture, and 
Science and on the editorial boards 
of Communio and The New Res-
sourcement. 

Bryson is currently translating 
works by 19th-century and 20th-
century Catholic authors from Ger-
man into English. Her recent work 
includes a translation of Ida Görres’ 
What Binds Marriage Forever, pub-
lished this year by The Catholic 
University of America Press. 

The three scholars will give 
voice to von le Fort’s reflections on 
the nature of woman and consider 
the continuing relevance of The 
Eternal Woman nearly a century 
after its publication. 

The October 14 event will also 
be livestreamed through Francis-
can University. For more informa-
tion and to watch the livestream, 
visit franciscan.edu/gertrud.

Franciscan University to Celebrate Vision of 
the ‘Eternal Woman’ 
The Institute for the Study of Man and 

Woman explores the thought of Gertrud von 

le Fort with Oct. 14 event
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Good Shepherd treats us like family.

www.weltyhome.org   •   304.242.1093

September 25, 2026 The Catholic Spirit 17


