
By Carol Glatz, Catholic 
News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A 
world that has become “heart-
less” and indifferent to greed and 
war, and a Catholic Church in 
need of revitalizing its mission-
ary joy need to open themselves 
up to Christ’s infinite love, Pope 
Francis wrote. 

By contemplating Jesus’ 
Sacred Heart, the faithful can be 
filled with the “living water that 
can heal the hurt we have 
caused, strengthen our ability to 
love and serve others, and in-
spire us to journey together to-
ward a just, solidary and frater-
nal world,” the pope wrote in his 
encyclical, “‘Dilexit nos’ (‘He 
loved us’): on the Human and Di-
vine Love of the Heart of Jesus 
Christ.” 

The Vatican released the 
28,000-word text Oct. 24. 

While it is the pope’s fourth 
encyclical, he wrote that it is 
meant to be understood in tan-
dem with his previous two ency-
clicals, “Laudato Si’, on Care for 
Our Common Home” and “Fra-
telli Tutti, on Fraternity and So-
cial Friendship.” 

“The present document can 
help us see that the teaching of 
the social encyclicals … is not 
unrelated to our encounter with 
the love of Jesus Christ,” he 
wrote. “For it is by drinking of 
that same love that we become 
capable of forging bonds of fra-
ternity, of recognizing the dig-
nity of each human being, and of 
working together to care for our 
common home.” 

The pope had said in June, 
the month the church tradi-
tionally dedicates to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, that he was going 
to release a document in the fall 
on the devotion to “illuminate 
the path of ecclesial renewal,       
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By George P. Matysek Jr., 
OSV News 

BALTIMORE (OSV News) 
— As a part of his ministry as 
rector of the Baltimore Basil-
ica, Father James Boric made a 
point of periodically walking 
two blocks up Charles Street to 
pray outside an old building 
right near the Washington 
Monument. 

Wearing a black cassock, 
white surplice and stole, the 
priest offered blessings at the 
site using holy water and salt 
— traditional tools for com-
batting the spiritual forces of 
darkness. 

This wasn’t just any build-
ing. 

The former boarding 
house, which today is the site 
of a 7-Eleven in the heart of 
the city’s cultural district, is 
where the Ouija board “re-
ceived” its name in 1890. 

According to a commem-
orative plaque installed by the 
city of Baltimore inside the 
building, Charles Kennard, 
the Ouija’s first manufacturer, 
and a woman friend asked the 
board to propose a name for it-
self. It allegedly spelled out 
“O-U-I-J-A” over an alphabet 
and said the name meant 
“good luck.” 

The Ouija exploded in    
popularity in the decades that 
followed, with Baltimore be-
coming a national center of 
Ouija manufacturing. From 
1890 to 1966, 13 different      
city factories churned out un-
told numbers of an other-
worldly implement used to try 
to contact other spiritual 
realms. 

Some might shrug. 
Why make a fuss over an 

“innocent” party game that’s 
so deeply ingrained in the      

Ouija Board 
is Not  
Innocent 
Fun

Inside: ‘Respect Life’ Novena Highlights Gift 
of Life, Need for Protection, Page 6

CNS photo/Lola Gomez 
A painting by Pompeo Batoni of the Sacred Heart of Jesus from 1767 is displayed in an  
ornate frame inside the Jesuit Church of the Gesù in Rome, Oct. 22. See “Board” on Page 4

Only Love Will Save Humanity, 
Pope Says in Encyclical on 
Sacred Heart 

See “Encyclical” on Page 3
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To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese 
of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and fore-
most if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing www.report-
bishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If you have rea-
son to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct or has interfered 
with an investigation into sexual misconduct, please contact civil authorities 
in the applicable jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishop abuse.org.  To Re-
port to Civil Authorities: Contact your local law enforcement: 
numbers will vary based on your location. If you believe someone is in imme-
diate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence of suspected child 
abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families’ Child Protective Services  by calling the Child Abuse 
Hotline at 800.352.6513. You may report anonymously to this hotline if you 
prefer. To Report to Diocesan Authorities:  The diocese encourages report-
ing to the appropriate civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has been 
committed. The diocese also encourages reporting to the appropriate church 
authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel 
of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the fol-
lowing designees at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. You may also call 
the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504 or the Diocese’s sex-
ual abuse hotline at 833.230.5656. Additional methods of reporting are avail-
able at www.dwc.org, under “Accountability.” Complaint forms are available 
online at www.dwc.org, click “Diocese” on the menu bar, then “Offices,” then 
“Safe Environment”, then “Download Files and Forms.” The form is titled 
“Complaint Form for Allegations of Sexual Abuse of a Minor.” The form may 
be returned via U.S. mail to: Office of Safe Environment, Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. To Report to the Diocese’s 
Victim Assistance Coordinator: call Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, at 
304.559.6742. The Diocese partners with Navex Global to offer EthicsPoint to 
report other concerns such as suspected financial, professional, and personal 
misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any 
Catholic parish or school in WV. EthicsPoint can be accessed via www.dwc.org, 
under “Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. 
EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that reports to civil authorities 
where applicable and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the  person re-
porting is protected. Links  and information: WV Department  of Health    and 
Human Resources: https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp.West Virginia State Po-
lice, Crimes Against Children Unit: 304-293-6400. 
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Advertising: contact Colleen Rowan 
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Sexual Abuse Awareness Training 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops requires all Dioceses/Eparchies have a Safe 
Environment Program for the protection of children and young people. The Diocese 
of Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe Environment Program consists of the following com-
ponents for persons seeking employment or to volunteer, directly or indirectly, with 
children: background check; receipt of the Diocese’s Policy Relating to Sexual Abuse 
of Children; sexual abuse awareness training for adults. Training may be completed 
online or via live workshop. For information, go to www.dwc.org, click “Diocese”, 
then “Offices,” then “Office of  Safe  Environment.” 

Published every Friday by e-mail and printed 10 times a year (see schedule, 
right).  All issues sent to each registered Catholic household free of charge.  Do-
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Out-of- diocese  subscriptions are $25 annually. The Catholic Spirit intends its 
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dents do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The  Catholic Spirit. Submission 
of news releases, stories and color  photos  welcomed and encouraged. Not re-
sponsible for unsolicited material.
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The Catholic Spirit’s Print Schedule for 2024

 
Advent  
First Sunday of Advent, December 1 
The Catholic Spirit publication date for this issue is November 22 
 
Christmas 
Feast Day, December 25 
The Catholic Spirit publication date for this issue is December 20

This is the new print publication schedule for The Catholic Spirit. 
Each print issue is named for a memorial, feast day, or celebration of the 
Church within the month of publication. The following provides the 
name of the issue; the date of the memorial, feast day, or celebration; and 

(Digital issues will continue to be published by date every Friday, 
delivered by e-mail and posted on thecatholicspiritwv.org)

Bishop Mark Brennan has made public the following appoint-
ment:  

 
In consultation with Very Rev. Adam Oleszczuk, S.V.D., provin-

cial superior of the Society of the Divine Word Chicago Province, 
Father Bao T. Nguyen, S.V.D., is appointed administrator of St. 
Patrick Parish in Hinton and Sacred Heart Mission in Rainelle, with 
residence at the parish rectory, effective Nov. 1, 2024. 

Diocesan Official Appointment



Encyclical...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

but also to say something significant to a world that 
seems to have lost its heart.” 

The encyclical includes numerous reflections 
from the Bible, previous magisterial texts and the 
writings of saints and his fellow Jesuits, to re-pro-
pose to the whole church the centuries-old devo-
tion. Since 1899, there have been four papal ency-
clicals and numerous papal texts dedicated to the 
Sacred Heart — a symbol of Jesus’ infinite love, 
which moves the faithful to love one another. 

“In the deepest fiber of our being, we were made 
to love and to be loved,” the pope wrote. 

However, he wrote, “when we witness the out-
break of new wars, with the complicity, tolerance or 
indifference of other countries, or petty power 
struggles over partisan interests, we may be tempted 
to conclude that our world is losing its heart.” 

“It is heartbreaking,” he wrote, to see elderly 
women, who should be enjoying their golden years, 
experiencing the anguish, fear and outrage of war. 
“To see these elderly women weep, and not feel that 
this is something intolerable, is a sign of a world that 
has grown heartless.” 

“The most decisive question we can ask is, ‘Do I 
have a heart?’” the pope wrote. 

The human being is more than an instrument, a 
material body and a carrier of intelligence and rea-
son, the pope wrote. 

The human person also embodies spiritual, emo-
tional, creative and affective dimensions that are 
often undervalued, neglected or squelched in 
today’s world, he wrote. It is the heart that integrates 
all these dimensions that are so often fragmented or 
neglected. 

The most precious treasures that animate and 
dwell in the human heart are often the simple and 
poignant moments in life: “How we first used a fork 
to seal the edges of the pies that we helped our 
mothers or grandmothers to make at home”; “a 
smile we elicited by telling a joke”; “the worms we 
collected in a shoebox”; and “a wish we made in 
plucking a daisy.” 

“All these little things, ordinary in themselves 
yet extraordinary for us, can never be captured by al-
gorithms” and artificial intelligence, he wrote, and, 
in fact, “poetry and love are necessary to save our 
humanity,” not just reason and technology. 

At a Vatican news conference presenting the en-
cyclical Oct. 24, Archbishop Bruno Forte of Chieti-
Vasto, Italy, said the document is a “compendium” 
and the “key” to understanding Pope Francis’ pon-
tificate. 

Some commentators criticize the pope for focus-
ing too narrowly on “social” issues, the archbishop 
said. This encyclical explicitly presents the spiritual 
and theological foundation underlying the pope’s 
message to the church and the world for the past 12 
years — that everything “springs from Christ and 
his love for all humanity.” 

Many saints and religious congregations have a 
special devotion to the Sacred Heart, including St. 
Ignatius of Loyola and the Society of Jesus, the reli-
gious order the saint co-founded and to which Pope 
Francis belonged. 

St. Ignatius’ spiritual exercises encourage people 
to “enter into the heart of Christ” to “enlarge our 
own hearts” and train them to “sense and savor” the 
Gospel message and “converse about it with the 
Lord,” the pope wrote. 

Christ’s heart is aflame with infinite love, and 
Christ desires to be loved and consoled in return, 
the pope said, especially by loving and serving one’s 
neighbors and those who are most marginalized. 

Jesus associated with “the lowest ranks of socie-
ty,” he wrote, introducing the “great novelty of rec-

ognizing the dignity of every person, especially 
those who were considered ‘unworthy.’” 

“In union with Christ, amid the ruins we have 
left in this world by our sins, we are called to build 
a new civilization of love,” the pope wrote. “That is 
what it means to make reparation as the heart of 
Christ would have us do.” 

“Amid the devastation wrought by evil, the heart 
of Christ desires that we cooperate with him in re-
storing goodness and beauty to our world,” Pope 
Francis wrote. 

The encyclical was published as members of the 
Synod of Bishops were wrapping up a multiyear pro-
cess focused on fostering “a synodal Church: com-
munion, participation and mission.” 

In his encyclical, the pope emphasized how only 
a deep and abiding love in the Lord can inspire and 
fuel Catholics to share the Gospel and God’s love 
with the world. 

Mission requires missionaries who are “en-
thralled by Christ” and are “impatient when time is 
wasted discussing secondary questions or concen-
trating on truths and rules because their greatest 
concern is to share what they have experienced,” he 
wrote. 

“They want others to perceive the goodness and 
beauty of the Beloved through their efforts, ho-
wever inadequate they may be,” he wrote. 

The heart of Christ also frees Catholics from the 

problem of communities and pastors who are “ex-
cessively caught up in external activities, structural 
reforms that have little to do with the Gospel, obses-
sive reorganization plans, worldly projects, secular 
ways of thinking and mandatory programs,” he 
wrote. 

“The result is often a Christianity stripped of the 
tender consolations of faith, the joy of serving 
others, the fervor of personal commitment to mis-
sion, the beauty of knowing Christ and the pro-
found gratitude born of the friendship he offers and 
the ultimate meaning he gives to our lives,” he 
added. 

Pope Francis invited Catholics to rediscover or 
strengthen their devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and the practices connected with it, particu-
larly Eucharistic adoration and receiving the Eucha-
rist on the first Friday of each month. 

This practice once served to remind the faithful 
that Communion was not a reward for the perfect, 
he wrote, but to renew people’s confidence in the 
“merciful and ever-present love” of Christ in the Eu-
charist and his invitation “to union with him.” 

Today the First Fridays devotion, he wrote, can 
help counter “the frenetic pace of today’s world and 
our obsession with free time, consumption and di-
version, cell phones and social media (and) we for-
get to nourish our lives with the strength of the Eu-
charist.” 
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Time with Our Lord
Father James Conyers spends time with our Lord in adoration during the priest retreat at St. John 
XXIII Pastoral Center in Charleston. A total of 27 priests attended the retreat with Father Donald 
Raila, OSB, as the presenter. (Courtesy photo)
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Board...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

culture that even Mr. Americana — Norman Rock-
well — once painted a picture of a couple “having 
fun” with it? 

“The spiritual world is real,” said Father Boric, 
who now serves as pastor of St. Mary Catholic 
Church in Hagerstown, Md. “When you use a 
Ouija board, you’re really opening yourself up to 
something very dangerous. You’re opening your-
self up to the devil and his lesser angels — and they 
can really do harm, just as the good angels really do 
a tremendous amount of good.” 

Father Brian Nolan, pastor of St. Ignatius in 
Ijamsville, has seen the consequences of using 
Ouija boards. When he was chaplain of a Maryland 
university, some students approached him about 
strange occurrences in a dormitory. People wit-
nessed dark figures and there was a general sense of 
foreboding. It turned out that students had been 
using a Ouija board, Father Nolan remembered. 

He offered a blessing and the ominous activities 
ceased. 

“Sacramentals such as holy water and house 
blessings have great power because Jesus Christ is 
more powerful than Satan,” Father Nolan said, 
“and honoring him invites the peace of God in our 
home.” 

In interviews with the Catholic Review, Balti-
more’s archdiocesan news outlet, Father Boric and 
Father Nolan both emphasized that the sacra-
ments are the best way for people to break free from 
involvement with Ouija boards or other occult 
practices. Good, thorough confessions are espe-
cially important, they said. 

“The two effects of sin are darkening the intel-
lect and weakening the will,” Father Nolan said. 
“But confession reverses that, where we humbly 
bring sins to light and humbly ask for forgiveness 
and receive his mercy — and then we have a great 
clarity about ourselves.” 

Placing trust in Ouija boards, fortune tellers, 
horoscopes and the like means one is breaking the 
First Commandment of having no other gods be-
sides the one true God, Father Nolan said. 

“Seeking knowledge from anything outside of 
God offends the Lord,” he said. 

Many people dabble in Ouija boards because 
they want to connect with deceased loved ones, 
Father Nolan said. But he warned that it may not 
be loved ones who speak with them. 

“If you put your spiritual antennae up to con-
tact the dead, the response you receive may claim 
to be your Uncle Lou or Aunt Sarah, but it really 
might be fallen spirits,” he said. 

Growing up in Baltimore, Matthew D’Adamo 
remembered that his father had a Ouija board in 
the family basement.  D’Adamo steered clear of the 
object, but in his 20s began to have an attraction 
to the occult. He and his then-girlfriend visited 
cemeteries to take photographs in hopes of captur-
ing images of spirits. 

They even visited the ruins of the old Patapsco 
Female Institute,  a girls’ boarding school in the 
Baltimore suburb of Ellicott City, where they heard 
strange, ghostly noises. 

Soon after he started pursuing those activities, 
D’Adamo, now 45, was almost trapped between 
two trucks on the road. Within that same week, he 
and his girlfriend witnessed a puppy get crushed by 
a car in front of them during a walk. Coming home 
from a drive-in movie theater, the pair was then al-
most run down by a speeding car that ultimately 
flipped over a guardrail, D’Adamo said. 

Although he wasn’t practicing his Catholic 
faith, D’Adamo sought the counsel of a priest at St. 
Ursula in Parkville, who told him to stop messing 
around with the occult and to return to the sacra-
ments. 

D’Adamo, a parishioner of St. Ignatius in Hick-
ory, has been a faithful Catholic ever since and             
has given local presentations on the spiritual 
dangers of the occult. A painter, his religious             
works have also been featured in displays within       

the archdiocese. 
“Ultimately, this stuff is a play from the devil,” 

he said. “He wants to interact with you. The things 
on the other side know an infinite level more than 
we do, so they can easily just prey on our interests 
and desires.” 

What does the Catholic Church say? 
U.S. bishops, gathered at the Second Plenary 

Council in Baltimore in 1866, warned against the 
use of “magnetism” to forecast the future. They 
noted that some of the phenomena of “spiritism” 
— attempts at communicating with the dead — are 
the work of Satan. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says all 
forms of divination are to be rejected, including re-
course to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead, 
practices meant        to predict the future, consulting 
horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpreta-
tion of omens and more. 

William Fuld, a Baltimore businessman who 
patented the Ouija board and promoted it, died in 
1927 when he fell from the roof of one of his fac-
tories while overseeing the installation of a flag-
pole. He was rushed to St. Joseph Hospital in Bal-
timore, ultimately dying of a broken rib that 
pierced his heart. 

According to the official William Fuld website, 
operated by Robert Murch, Fuld asked his children 
on his deathbed never to sell Ouija boards. Despite 
that plea, the family business continued until 
being sold to Parker Brothers in 1966. Hasbro now 
owns the trademark for the name “Ouija.” 

Today, the “game” remains popular and there 
are even online versions of “talking boards” that 
purport to be portals to other worlds. 

Don’t be tempted, Father Boric said. 

“My encouragement is to never be afraid of the 
devil,” he said, “but let’s just not open ourselves up 
to him. Let’s live a life of grace. Stay close to the sac-
rament of confession. Stay close to the Eucharist, 
stay close to the Blessed Mother and you’re guaran-
teed to win this battle.” 

And if you have Ouija boards in your home? 
“They should be destroyed and disposed of — 

some may suggest burning them,” Father Nolan         
said. 

(George P. Matysek Jr. is managing editor of the 
Catholic Review, news outlet of the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore.) 

“The spiritual world is real. When you 
use a Ouija board, you’re really open-
ing yourself up to something very dan-
gerous. You’re opening yourself up to 
the devil and his lesser angels — and 
they can really do harm, just as the 
good angels really do a tremendous 
amount of good.” 

 
—Father James Boric, pastor of St. Mary  

Catholic Church in Hagerstown, Md. 

The Catholic Truth About 
Angels, Demons, Ghosts, 
Exorcisms & Hauntings

Saturday, October 26, 2024  •♦  6:30-9:00 PM
St. John’s University Parish Center

Modern culture tends to be obsessed with all things 

paranormal, but the Catholic Church is the only true 

authority on this subject. It is time to share the power 

and glory of Jesus Christ’s victory over the gates of 

hell!

Dave VanVickle has extensive experience assisting 

priests in their ministries of exorcism and deliverance. 

In this presentation, he clears up the many 

misunderstandings surrounding these topics and 

delivers the truth of the Church’s teaching.

The presentation will be followed by a time for Q&A 

and the opportunity to venerate a collection of relics.

Featuring

DAVE VANVICKLE
Catholic spiritual warfare expert

1481 University Ave., Morgantown



The Diocese of Wheel-
ing-Charleston is revamp-
ing its communications 
tools to better reach the 
faithful in our digital  
world.  

 The Diocese previously 
used Constant Contact to 
distribute emails to our da-
tabase of more than 30,000 
members of the faithful ac-
ross the state. The Catholic 
Spirit e-edition, our Fai-
thinWV Bulletin, and im-
portant messages/      pasto-
ral letters were distributed 
in this       manner.  

 Beginning this month, 
we will transition to using 
Flocknote for these, and 
other, communications. 
One of the great tools avail-

able through Flocknote is 
the ability to text registered 
numbers (if you choose to 
receive them) in order to 
better communicate with 
you. Many       of our parishes 
are already using Flocknote 
as their main communica-
tion service and all have 
recommended it.   

Help us grow the flock! If 
you were already receiving 
emails from the Diocese 
you don’t have to do any-

thing! To join our network, 
or to update your informa-
tion, simply text DWC1850 
to 84576 from your                  
mobile device or visit 
dwc.flocknote.com. There 
is nothing to download and 
you will not be asked to 
create a username or pass-
word. From there, you’ll be 

able to select specific com-
munications you’d like to 
receive from the Diocese 
(The Catholic Spirit, Fai-
thInWV Bulletin, Special 
Messages from Bishop Bren-
nan). 

 The Diocese takes             
the security of any informa-
tion you provide seriously. 

Flocknote is one of the in-
dustry leaders in security 
and encryption and any 
contact information you 
enter (email/phone 
number) is secure. Please 
consider joining us as we 
work together to spread the 
Gospel of Christ across our 
mountain state. 
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 JOHNSON
BOILER WORKS, INC

53 Marshall St.
Benwood, WV 26031

(304) 232-3070
Steam Boiler Repairs

Lou W. Nau, Inc.
69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling       Phone (304) 242-6311

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!

louwnau.doitbest.com

We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

We are Changing the Way We Shepherd the Flock!
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By Gina Christian, OSV News 
(OSV News) — The nation’s Catholic 

bishops are inviting the faithful to join in a 
novena highlighting the gift of human life, 
while praying for its protection. 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ an-
nual Respect Life Novena began Oct. 22 and 
concludes Oct. 30. 

The novena — available in English and Spa-
nish on the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ website at www.usccb.org/respect-life-
novena and by email — features a dedicated in-
tention for each day along with a reflection that 
is preceded by the recitation of an Our Father, 
three Hail Marys and a Glory Be. 

Also included are suggested acts of repara-
tion — such as fasting, praying the rosary or un-
dertaking another form of personal sacrifice — 
along with recommended further readings on 
the church’s teaching about the sanctity of 
human life. 

The novena begins with a call for the protec-
tion and care of human life from conception to 
natural death, and ends with a plea that “all 
Catholics (will) help build a culture that              
cherishes every person as a precious gift from 
God.” 

The intervening days of the novena are de-
voted to children in the womb, pregnant and 

parenting mothers, those who have suffered 
from participating in an abortion, persons with 
disabilities and those who are ill and nearing 

death. Days 7 and 8 of the novena respectively 
focus on ensuring that health care conforms 
with God’s design for human life, and ending 
the death penalty. 

Ahead of Respect Life Month, Bishop Mi-
chael F. Burbidge of Arlington, Virginia, the pro-
life committee chair of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, urged “a revival of prayer and 
action” to end abortion and uphold the sanctity 
of human life. 

The USCCB’s Respect Life Month initiative 
traces its origins to 1972, just prior to the U.S. 
Supreme Court rulings on Roe v. Wade and Doe 
v. Bolton, the two 1973 decisions that legalized 
abortion nationwide. 

In a Sept. 19 statement for the October       
observance, Bishop Burbidge stressed that 
“Jesus, truly present in the Eucharist, gives       
us the fullness of life,” and “calls each of us         
to respect that gift of life in every human per-
son.” 

Prayers and intentions for the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops’ Respect Life Month 
Novena can be found in English at 
https://www.usccb.org/respect-life-novena and 
in Spanish at https://www.usccb.org/es/respect-
life-novena. 

(Gina Christian is a multimedia reporter for 
OSV News.) 

‘Respect Life’ Novena Highlights Gift of Life, 
Need for Protection

OSV News photo/Tyler Orsburn 
A pro-life sign is displayed in a 2019 file photo. The U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ annual Respect Life 
Novena is Oct. 22-30. The novena begins with a call for 
the protection and care of human life from conception 
to natural death, and ends with a plea that “all Catholics 
(will) help build a culture that cherishes every person as 
a precious gift from God.”

Mary’s Refuge Gala, Martinsburg 
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atroiani@csjoseph.org304-907-0171
Contact 
Anna Marie Troiani

The Wounded Healer:  Exploring Compassion
for Self and Others in Health Care

The workshop will be led by
Evangeline Andarsio, M.D.,

Director of the Remen
Institute for the Study of

Health and Illness™ at Pure
Healthcare®.

November 8, 2024
9:00 a.mm - 4:00 p.m.

St Joseph Retreat Center
Cost 

CME: Information 
forthcoming

Learning Objectives / Participants will be able to:
Describe and recognize the Wounded Healer archetype using reflection, experiential
exercises, art, symbolism, narrative, journaling, generous listening and small & large group
discussion.
Describe and identify the impact of Imposter Syndrome in Healthcare Professional and
Paraprofessional Well-being
Develop and assemble a Soul Collage via the use of Mask making
Develop ways to foster and strengthen you resiliency
Experience the compassionate support of a healthcare professional and paraprofessional
community

Are you seeking reflection and renewal
in your professional and personal life? 
This one-day workshop for Healthcare
Professionals and Paraprofessionals is
designed to offer clinicians and
healthcare workers an opportunity to
explore the wounded healer archetype
and the impact of imposter syndrome
on clinician and healthcare worker
well-being while developing ways to
foster and strengthen resiliency.
Participants will engage in reflection,
experiential exercises, and small and
large group discussion. 
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MARTINSBURG — Catholic Daughter Sun-
day was celebrated by Court Martinsburg #392 
of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas Oct. 
20. 

The Catholic Daughters are one of the oldest 
and largest organizations of Catholic women in 
the Americas. Catholic Daughter women enjoy 
each other’s company at meetings, share Cath-
olic spirituality, give generously to local and na-
tional charities and work hard for their parishes 
and communities. 

Members attended the 10:30 a.m. Mass as a 
group at St. Joseph Parish in Martinsburg with 
Father Thomas Gallagher, pastor of the parish 
and court chaplain, as the celebrant. Father     
Gallagher read the proclamation that he             
signed proclaiming Sunday, Oct. 20, as CDA      
Sunday.  After the celebration of Mass, members 
and guests made their way to Lackey Hall for a 
light lunch and Presentation of Year of Service 
Pins.   

Recognized were: one-year members Linda 
Abrahamian, Teresa Fellers, Peggy Mills, Sarah 
Opseth, Teresa Ratledge, Kim Saladini, and 

Robin Warren; five-year members Brenda 
Mason and Monica Straley; 15-year members 
Mary Beth Cornell, Kendra Merceruio, and 
Sonja Osbourn; 20-year members Madeline Bar-
ney and Dottie Ware; 25-year member Linda 
Brown; 30-year member Judy Risdon; 45-year 
member Connie Frick; and 55-year member 
Anna Albright. The special guest in attendance 
was Meta Foster, a 66-year member. Meta, a 
young 94-year-old, spoke about how Catholic 
Daughters strengthened her faith. 

The local court supports St. Joseph School, 
monthly purchases the coffee and supplies at 
the Rescue Mission, leads bingo monthly at 
Martinsburg Health Care, and recently began 
leading the rosary on Tuesdays at Harmony As-
sisted Living. The court continues to support 
Mary’s Refuge, St. Joseph’s Angles, Faith Feeding 
Freedom, and Meals on Wheels. The members 
assemble over 125 gift bags for nursing home 
residents for Christmas. In June, the court is the 
West Virginia state sponsor of the Annual 
Global Rosary Relay for the Sanctification of 
Priests.  

National charities supported by the court are 
The Disaster Relief Fund, Habitat for Humanity, 
Holy Cross, Smile Train, and SOAR! 

 Court Martinsburg was formed in 1919. It 
has 88 members. In addition to St. Joseph’s,         
the court is affiliated with the Parishes of       
St. Agnes in Sheperdstown, St. Bernadette’s in 
Hedgesville, St. James the Greater in Charles 
Town, and St. Leo’s in Inwood—all located in 
the Eastern Panhandle. Court Martinsburg 
meets once per month at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall on Stephen Street, 6:15 p.m. for the ro-
sary, with the meeting held after to discuss busi-
ness, pray, share spirituality, plan charitable en-
deavors and enjoy “Catholic women time” to-
gether. 

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas was 
formed nearly 120 years ago and today numbers 
63,000 dues-paying members in 1,150 courts 
(local chapters) in 45 states across the U.S., 
Puerto Rico, Mexico, Guam and the Virgin Is-
lands.  

For more information about CDA, visit      
www.catholicdaughters.org.  

Court Martinsburg Celebrates Catholic 
Daughter Sunday  

Courtesy photo 
Meta Foster, sitting third from left in the front row, is 94 and a 66-year member of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. She was a special guest at a Catholic Daughter 
Sunday celebration hosted by Court Martinsburg #392 of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas Oct. 20. Members of Court Martinsburg, pictured above, were also hon-
ored.
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Walking with Moms in Need is a nationwide, parish-based initia-

tive to increase support for pregnant and parenting mothers in 

need. It works to ensure that any woman who finds herself unex-

pectedly pregnant, or parenting in difficult circumstances, can turn 

to her local Catholic Church and be connected with the resources 

she needs. Volunteers walk with moms throughout the mother-

hood journey, offering them authentic Christian friendship and on-

going support.

Click here to learn more
To start this ministry in your parish, contact: 

Kathleen Barton, Director of  Social Ministry for the  Diocese of  
Wheeling-Charleston  

(304) 3233-0880, Ext. 289; kbarton@dwc.org

 Since 1900, West Virginia’s first Knights of            

Columbus Council — Carroll   Council 504 — has been 

committed to  Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and         

Patriotism. 

 

Guided by these Principles, we will  continue to serve 

the parishioners of  St. Michael, St. Vincent de Paul, 

St. Alphonsus, and the Cathedral of St. Joseph, and 

the Wheeling community today and tomorrow. 
 

To learn more and to join us,  
click here

of Wheeling, W.Va.
 Charles Carroll Council 504  

South Charleston’s 
Blessed Sacrament 
Parish Breaks Ground 
on Community Garden 

South Charleston’s Blessed Sac-
rament Parish announced it is 
breaking ground on its Commu-
nity Garden. Parish officials said 
the project will unfold in three 
phases with the aim of creating a 
welcoming environment for ev-
eryone.   

Blessed Sacrament parishioner 
Monica Patton is managing the 
project. She told The Catholic 
Spirit that the idea for the garden 
emerged over the years as various 
buildings on the property fell into 
disrepair and were eventually de-
molished.  

“Some parishioners, particu-
larly members of the youth group, 
expressed interest in creating gar-
den beds to grow vegetables that 
could be shared within the parish 
and with Heart and Hand Out-
reach Ministries,” she said. “Once 
the last building was removed, the 
concept of utilizing the entire lot 
for a garden space began to take 
shape. Inspired by a garden in 
Ohio that served as a tranquil ref-
uge for appreciating nature, one 
committee member hopes that a 
garden in our community will help 
to cultivate similar experiences for 
future generations.” 

The garden will be located on a 
vacant property to the north of the 
church along Fourth Avenue. It 
will include walking paths, a grass 
field for playing, meditation areas, 
raised garden beds, as well as a 
gazebo and fire pit area. 

Major focuses of the garden  are 
sustainable practices, enhancing 
local biodiversity, and fostering 
community engagement. Patton 
explained that to increase the vari-
ety and variability of life forms 
within the local ecosystem, several 
key actions will be implemented 
through the project beginning 
with plant-native species. 

“We will prioritize the use of 
native plants in landscaping proj-
ects, which will support local pol-
linators and wildlife, creating a 
thriving habitat,” she said. 

The lawn area will be reduced 
and replaced with diverse plant-
ings, she said. This will not only 
provide habitat for various species, 
she said,  but also contribute to a 
more sustainable and visually ap-
pealing environment. 

Another key action of the proj-
ect is to establish “Pollinator Gar-
dens,” to attract bees, butterflies, 
and other pollinators, Patton said. 

“By selecting a variety of flow-
ering plants that bloom at differ-
ent times, we aim to create a con-
tinuous food source for these vital 
creatures,” she said. 

Lastly, the use of pesticides will 
be avoided to ensure a safer envi-
ronment for pollinators and other 
wildlife, she said. 

Community engagement will 
play a crucial role in these efforts, 
Patton went on to say. Local res-
idents will be encouraged to par-
ticipate in community gardening 
initiatives, including the mainte-
nance of raised garden beds.  

“By involving the neighbor-
hood in these activities,” Patton 
said,  “we can foster a sense of own-
ership and awareness about the 
importance of biodiversity and 
sustainable practices in our urban 
environment.” 

Parishioners will be caring for 
the garden as well.  

“We already have a committee 
in place,” Patton said. “They have 
put forward numerous excellent 
ideas to ensure its successful 
growth.” 

Patton sees volunteer involve-
ment as one of the greatest bene-
fits of the garden, “Not only 
within the parish but also in the 
surrounding neighborhood. Dur-
ing the initial foundation phase, 
we’ve noticed that nearly every 
time we are on the property, some-
one approaches us with questions 
and expresses a desire to assist 
once the garden is established. Per-
haps instill in the younger parish-
ioners an appreciation for garden-
ing and nature.” 

The parish hopes that a small 
part of the new garden will serve as 
a peaceful space where individuals 
can sit quietly, reflect, and med-
itate, Patton said. “It will provide a 
serene environment for people to 
take a moment for themselves and 
relax.” 

Phase one of the project con-
tinues this month with the grad-
ing of the property, parish officials 
said, adding that upcoming steps 
include the installation of water 
hydrants, electrical outlets, a shed, 
and a fence. 

Funding for the project has 
come through a $50,000 grant the 
parish received and $31,000 from 
six parish households. 

Information on how to donate 
time and treasure for the Commu-
nity Garden will be shared.  

https://www.kofc.org/en//index.html
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We need all  
Catholic Christians  

to vote!!! 
  

 
!

“As Americans, we have a great civic responsibility to vote in our 

upcoming elections. As Catholics, we are called to form our 

conscience based on the Gospel teachings before visiting the voting 

booth. In order to assist us in discernment, The United States 

Catholic Bishops have created a document, 

https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-and-peace/forming-

consciences-faithful-citizenship to remind us of Catholic social 

teachings on the issues of War, Abortion, Racism, Immoral 

Lifestyles, Immigration Conflict, Unemployment, Health Care, 

Homelessness, and the Environment. We encourage everyone to 

read the document and spend time in prayer and discernment of all 

candidates before exercising our right to vote on November 5th.” 
 

This message is brought to you by  
the Justice and Peace sub-committee of the Diocesan Pastoral Council 

https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-and-peace/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship
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By Cindy Wooden, Catholic 
News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Change in the Catholic Church, in-
cluding a commitment to recogniz-
ing women’s leadership gifts and 
being more welcoming of all 
people, happens slowly and deliber-
ately, which is a good thing in a rap-
idly changing world, said the arch-
bishop of Seattle. 

Archbishop Paul D. Etienne               
of Seattle, a papally-appointed 
member of the Synod of Bishops, 
said that as the second synod as-
sembly nears its conclusion Oct. 27, 
people might not see what they 
hoped for in the synod’s final doc-
ument, but the gathering heard 
them and took their input seriously. 

“The topic of the synod is syn-
odality. That’s the first step,” the 
archbishop told Catholic News 
Service Oct. 24. “The very simple 
fact that people have been able to 
express their hurts, their frustra-
tions (and) their desires to the high-
est level of the church, the broadest 
level of the church, that’s the first 
step.” 

“And it is no secret that the 
church moves slowly when it comes 
to decision taking,” he said. 

After last year’s synod assembly, 
Pope Francis established study 
groups to explore some of the more 

complicated and controversial is-
sues raised at the synod, including 
women’s ministry, inclusion of 
LGBTQ Catholics, seminary train-
ing, and the appointment and mini-
stry of bishops. 

Having specialized study groups 
focus on each subject “is not going 
to bring about rapid change,” at 
least not as rapid as one sees in             
society, the archbishop said, “but 
that’s a part of the beauty of the 
church.” 

“The synod operates within the 
guardrails of tradition and sacred 
Scripture,” he said, and that ensures 
that decisions reflect the Catholic 
faith and not simply a given culture. 

The prayer, discussion and dis-
cernment built into the synod’s 
structure also acknowledge that 
“the church in different cultures 
and different parts of the world and 
on different topics moves at differ-
ent paces,” Archbishop Etienne 
said. “And I’ve experienced that in 
the conversations I’ve had with 
people from around the world this 
month.” 

Catholics in the Seattle Archdio-
cese would like to see “the voices of 
women being heard,” and some 
“even want to see women being or-
dained deacons,” he said, and they 
“certainly want a greater receptivity 
of the LGBTQ community.” 

Many people probably will be 
disappointed that concrete action is 
not being taken on those issues im-
mediately, the archbishop said, but 
he hopes they also will understand 
that one goal of synodality is to help 
the church learn to move at “the 
pace of the Holy Spirit.” 

The key question, he said, is 
“how do we become a church that is 
living its faith in all of the different 
cultures and contexts of the world 
and doing it in a manner that in-
vites all of the baptized into a 
deeper life in the risen Christ and 
into a deeper participation in his 
mission, which is the mission of the 
church?” 

Synodality asks all baptized 
Catholics to live their faith deeply 
and actively in the world, breaking 
down barriers, recognizing their 
neighbors, “rebuilding torn rela-
tionships, bridging divisions and 
healing the wounds of humanity,” 
he said. “So, it’s very practical.” 

Archbishop Etienne said he 
hopes synodality will be a clear fea-
ture of “Partners in the Gospel,” an 
ongoing process in the Archdiocese 
of Seattle that superficially could be 
described as reducing the number of 
parishes by half. But it was a process 
that involved reflection and consul-
tation with parishioners and calls 
for further consultation as the pro-

cess continues. 
In July, “the 136 parishes in the 

Archdiocese of Seattle became 60 
parish families, with eight stand-
alone parishes,” the archdiocesan 
website explained. 

“Is there anxiety? Is there fear? Is 
there frustration, even anger? All 
those emotions are a part of it,” the 
archbishop said. “But I think deep 
down, people feel they are now 
being given the opportunity to 
shape their future.” 

Each “parish family” is being 
asked to spend the next three years 
looking at their available resources 
and developing a plan to advance 
their hopes for the life, activities 
and outreach of their parishes. 

Archbishop Etienne said he 
wants to ensure “the co-responsibil-
ity of all the baptized” is being taken 
seriously, including by mandating 
the formation of new pastoral coun-
cils that are truly representative of 
the parishioners. 

“It’s not just the pastor having an 
idea in his head about what needs to 
take place, coming in and saying, 
‘Well, here’s what we need to do,’” 
the archbishop said, “but rather 
bringing people together and say-
ing, ‘OK, here are the challenges 
that we’re facing. Here is the mis-
sion that we all share. How are we 
going to do this?’”

Synod is Lesson in Moving at ‘Pace of the Holy 
Spirit,’ Archbishop Says

COST:  $30

Reserve your spot today!
Contact Anna Marie Troiani at 304-907-0171

or email at: atroiani@csjoseph.org

LET THIS BE THE TIME:
Spirituality for Life’s Second Act

Leads days of reflection/retreats, parish
missions, and workshops/presentations
Facilitates gatherings and retreats for
communities of women religious
Facilitates online courses for the University of
Dayton and Boston College
Serves as a pastoral services team member for
RENEW International
Has authored hundreds of articles and several
publications
Was one of the 4-member team who wrote the
Leader's Guide to accompany the U.S. Bishops’
Pastoral Plan for Adult Faith Formation, Our
Hearts Were Burning Within Us 
Serves as an elected officer of the Executive
Committee of NCCL Board of Directors (National
Community for Catechetical Leadership)

November 1st - 2nd, 2024

SCHEDULE:

Friday at St. Joseph Retreat Center    
     6:30 p.m.  - Meet and Greet 

Saturday at Mount St. Joseph 
     9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
     Noon - Lunch included
     4 p.m. - Liturgy

Day of Reflection
This day of reflection is for you who
are maturing persons of integrity,
living in wholeness and holiness,
touching the world with gifts that are
so needed.
 
During this day, through prayer,
presentations, quiet, and
conversations we will explore and
reflect on ways to

deepen the gift you are
recognize and respond to the needs
of this time of life
enjoy the precious moments we

       have been given
celebrate how you give your
special way-of-being to others
which makes this world a more
compassionate place

Janet Schaeffler, OP continues the ministry she
was involved in for many years in parishes
and as Director for Adult Faith Formation for
the Archdiocese of Detroit, as she:
 

John completed forma琀on training as a spiritual companion and dream worker through The Haden                 
Ins琀tute, a program in the Jungian Mys琀cal Chris琀an tradi琀on. He accompanies journeyers in person,          

on  the telephone, or through an online secure pla琀orm, welcoming all who long for a deeper rela琀onship 
with the Divine.  John o昀ers retreats and dream work individually and to groups. He is par琀cularly interested 
in  spiritual symbols and ritual, church wounds, voca琀onal calls, the Cel琀c Anam Cara and Cel琀c Spirituality, 

dream work, journeying with men, and empaths.  John is on the faculty of The Haden Ins琀tute, and          
presently serves as a  spiritual companion and dream worker in addi琀on to his work as an educator             

and clinical social worker in Ohio. 

FACILITATORS: Sister Kathleen Durkin, CSJ and  
Dr. John Spiesman, Ed.D, MSW, LISW 

Sister Kathleen is a trained spiritual and retreat director, and a cer琀昀ed dream work facilitator from the 
Haden  Ins琀tute. She holds Masters’ degrees in Religious Educa琀on from Fordham  University and              
Organiza琀on Development from Loyola of Chicago. Currently, she serves on the sta昀 of St. Joseph              

Retreat Center as a spiritual director and program facilitator. 

Celtic Spirituality  
and Rhythms      
of Earth 

Experience a day of re昀ec琀on exploring the roots of Cel琀c Chris琀an Spirituality        
as you learn the sacred rhythms of the Cel琀c seasonal cycle. We will re昀ect              

on the sacred rhythm of our lives based on Cel琀c tradi琀on, and discern 
      ways we can honor our life rhythm.  

 

This day of re昀ec琀on will be held on October 26, 2024 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
at the St. Joseph Retreat Center, in Wheeling, WV. The grounds will be alive            

with fall color, and par琀cipants will enjoy 琀me to explore the grounds                          
as they re昀ect and integrate their experiences of the day.  

Lunch will be provided, as well as co昀ee, tea, water and snacks.  
 

To register, contact Anna Marie Troiani via email at atroiani@csjoseph.org or by 
phone at 304-907-0171.  Your investment requested for the day is $50.00 and there 

are some par琀al scholarships available. 
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Lisa Baxter photo 
Members of Immaculate Conception Parish in New Cumberland prayed the rosary on Saturday, Oct.12, on behalf of our nation’s upcoming election. Pictured, 
from left, are Annalise Di Lullo, Jennifer Quarterman, Larry Binkoski, Father Bill Matheny, Jo Ellen Kessel, Dan Robinson, Richard Kaczmarek, Lori Kaczmarek, 
Donn Warner, Susan Coxen, Larry DeRosa, Matt Burskey, and Donna Burskey.

Praying the Rosary for Our Nation

WHEELING—Money Maga-
zine analyzed data from nearly 750 
four-year colleges across the coun-
try and scored Wheeling Universi-
ty as the top institution in West 
Virginia this year. 

According to the magazine, the 
745 schools it ranked were chosen 
from a starting list of more than 
2,400 institutions made up of four-
year public and private non-profit 
colleges and universities from ac-
ross the country. The magazine 
then analyzed those institutions 
based on 25 factors in three cate-
gories: quality of education, afford-
ability, and outcomes focused on 
earnings 10 years after college 
entry. 

Wheeling University received 
four and a half stars, out of a                 
possible five stars by the maga-
zine. 

“This university is proud to be 
recognized as one of the best uni-
versities in the country and the top 
institution in West Virginia. 
Money Magazine’s rankings recog-
nize Wheeling University’s ability 
to provide students with a quality, 
affordable education. The rankings 
show our graduates are successful 
in their careers and in their com-
munities when upon graduation,” 
said Dr. Dianna Vargo, Wheeling’s 
president. 

According to Money, college 
costs remain one of the primary 

reasons students choose not to at-
tend college or struggle to graduate 
once they do. The magazine be-
lieves its rankings offer families the 
data needed to make informed 
decisions about where to spend 
their tuition dollars. The magazine 
notes, “The Best Colleges’ ratings 
combine the most accurate pricing 
estimates available with indicators 
of alumni financial success, along 
with an analysis of how much 
value a college adds when com-
pared to other schools that take in 
similar students.” 

 “Our ranking is proof of our     
faculty and staff’s commitment              
to providing a high-quality educa-
tion that is accessible to all                     

students. Wheeling University    
is an outstanding option for stu-
dents looking for an affordable in-
stitution that is focused on educat-
ing the whole person,” Vargo 
added. 

 U.S. News & World Report also 
ranked Wheeling University as a 
top institution in the region. In        
its annual Best College’s Guide, 
U.S. News scored Wheeling Un- 
iversity at 57th among Regional 
Universities in the South   
region (tied with four other    
institutions). Additionally, the 
university received high marks for 
Social Mobility ranking 29th 
among institutions in the South re-
gion.  

Money Magazine Ranks Wheeling University Best 
College in West Virginia
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Not long ago, a local resident 
named “PJ” visited our Elkins pan-
try, bringing with her a story of re-
markable transformation. 

When PJ first arrived late last 
year, she was in a state of distress. 
Having recently relocated from 
another part of West Virginia, she 
faced an unstable living situation 
and a potentially dangerous envi-
ronment. Initially, she barely inter-
acted with our staff, appearing 
fearful and overwhelmed, with her 
immediate need for food the only 
visible concern.  

We were able to provide her 
with the nourishment she needed 
and began to offer support with 
housing resources and community 
referrals as she was ready to accept 
them. Over the next few visits, PJ 
slowly started to open up, engaging 
more with us and the resources we 
offered. Her visits became more 
frequent, and she began working 
with the Randolph County Hous-
ing Authority and other partner 
agencies. 

With persistent effort, PJ pur-

sued a Section 8 voucher through 
our local housing authority. When 
she was awarded the voucher, she 
collaborated with our support staff 
to find a suitable apartment and 
soon moved into her new home. 

Her most recent visit was noth-
ing short of inspiring. The change 
in PJ was astonishing. As she stood 
and spoke with us, she radiated a 
sense of safety and contentment. 
Her eyes sparkled with gratitude as 
she described the simple joys of her 
new home—turning on a light 
switch and seeing the room illumi-
nate, having both cold and hot 
water from the faucet.  

The joy she expressed for hav-
ing a place of her own, where she 
could feel safe and have enough 
food, was profoundly moving. She 
repeatedly thanked us, but the 
truth is, PJ did the hard work her-
self. We were simply honored to be 
a part of her journey, offering sup-
port and encouragement along the 
way. 

Moments like these are beyond 
words. Seeing the genuine joy and 

gratitude in PJ’s eyes for her new 
life is a priceless reminder of why 
we do what we do. We are in-
credibly grateful for the support we 

receive, which makes such trans-
formations possible and helps us 
continue making a difference in 
people’s lives. 

A New Beginning:  
PJ’s Journey from Despair to Hope

Click here

A message from the West Virginia 

Knights of Columbus State Council

https://www.kofc.org/en//index.html
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Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de ninos: 
La Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston alienta a informar ante las auto-
ridades civiles ante todo si se ha cometido un delito. Tambien alenta-
mos a utilizar www.report bishopabuse.org para hacer un informe 
sobre cualquier obispo en los EE. UU. Si tiene motivos para creer que 
un obispo ha cometido una conducta sexual inapropiada, 
comuniquese con las autoridades civiles de la jurisdiccion correspon-
diente y visite www.reportbishopabuse.org. 

Para informar a las autoridades civiles: comuniquese con la 
policia local; los numeros variaran segun su ubicacion. Si cree que al-
guien esta en peligro inmediato, llame al 911. Para informar confiden-
cialmente cualquier incidencia de sospecha de abuso o negligencia in-
fantil, incluido el abuso sexual, comuniquese con la Oficina de  Ser-
vicios de Proteccion Infantil de Ninos y Familias de West Virginia lla-
mando a la linea directa de abuso infantil al 800.352.6513. Puede in-
formar anonimamente a esta linea directa si lo prefiere. 

Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La diocesis 
alienta a informar a las autoridades civiles apropiadas, ante todo, si se 
ha come- tido un delito. La diocesis tambien alienta a informar a las 
autoridades eclesiasticas apropiadas. Para reportar casos sospechosos 
de abuso sexual de ninos por parte del personal de la Diocesis de  
Wheeling-Charleston a la Diocesis, comuniquese con uno de los sigui-
entes designados al 1.888.434.6237 o 304.233.0880: Sr. Bryan Minor, 
ext. 263; Sr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; o Sor Martha Gómez, ext. 264. Tam-
bien puede llamar a la Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la Diocesis al 

304.230.1504.  Tambien puede llamar a la linea directa de abuso sexual 
de la Diocesis al 833.230.5656. Los formularios de queja estan dispo-
nibles en linea en www.dwc.org, haga clic en "Diocesis" en la barra de 
menu, luego en "Oficinas", luego en "Ambiente seguro", luego "Descar-
gar archivos y formularios". El formulario se titula "Formulario de 
queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de menores". El formulario se 
puede devolver por correo de EE. UU. A: Office of Safe Environment, 
Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. 

Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas de 
la Diocesis: llame a la Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, al 304.559.6742. 

Ademas de los metodos enumerados anteriormente para denunciar 
el abuso sexual, la Diocesis tambien se ha asociado  con Navex Global 
para ofrecer la plataforma EthicsPoint para informar otras inquietudes 
adicionales, como sospecha de mala conducta financiera, profesional 
y personal de un sacerdote, diacono, religioso, o empleado laico de la 
Diocesis o cualquier parroquia o escuela catolica en West Virginia. Se 
puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint a traves de www.dwc.org, en 
“Rendicion de cuentas”, luego “Informar  mala conducta” o llamando 
al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es un sistema de informes de terceros que  
informa a las autoridades civiles cuando corresponda y a las autori-
dades diocesanas, y la identidad de la persona que informa esta prote-
gida. Enlaces e informacion: Departamento de Salud y Recursos Hu-
manos de WV: https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia Estatal de 
Virginia Occidental, Unidad de Crimenes contra Ninos: 304-293-
6400.

En Español

By Gina Christian, OSV News 
(OSV News) — Los obispos católicos del país 

invitan a los fieles a unirse a una novena que de-
staca el don de la vida humana, al tiempo que 
rezan por su protección. 

La novena anual para orar por el “Respeto por 
la vida” de la Conferencia de los Obispos Cató-
licos de Estados Unidos comienza el 22 de octu-
bre y concluye el 30 de octubre. 

La novena — disponible en inglés y español 
en la página web de la conferencia episcopal 
www.usccb.org/respect-life-novena y por correo 
electrónico — incluye una intención específica 
para cada día junto con una reflexión precedida 
por el rezo de un Padrenuestro, tres Avemarías y 
un Gloria. 

También se sugieren actos de reparación —
como ayunar, rezar el rosario o emprender otra 
forma de sacrificio personal — junto con otras 
lecturas recomendadas sobre la doctrina de la 
Iglesia acerca de la santidad de la vida humana. 

La novena comienza con un llamado a la    
protección y el cuidado de la vida humana     
desde la concepción hasta la muerte natural, y 
termina con una súplica para que "todos los           
católicos ayuden a edificar una cultura que va-
lore a cada persona como un don precioso de 
Dios". 

Los días intermedios de la novena están ded-
icados a los niños en el vientre materno, a las 
madres embarazadas y a las que están criando a 

sus hijos, a quienes han sufrido por participar    
en un aborto, a las personas con discapacidad y 
a quienes están enfermos y próximos a la 

muerte. Los días 7 y 8 de la novena se centran       
respectivamente en garantizar que la asistencia 
de salud se ajuste al designio de Dios sobre la 
vida humana, y en poner fin a la pena de 
muerte. 

En vísperas del Mes del Respeto a la Vida, el 
obispo de Arlington, Virginia, Michael F. Bur-
bidge, presidente del comité provida de la 
USCCB, instó a reavivar la oración y la acción 
para acabar con el aborto y defender la santidad 
de la vida humana. 

La iniciativa del Mes del Respeto a la Vida de 
la USCCB tiene sus orígenes en 1972, justo antes 
de las sentencias del Tribunal Supremo de 
EE.UU. en los casos Roe contra Wade y Doe con-
tra Bolton, las dos decisiones de 1973 que legal-
izaron el aborto en todo el país. 

En una declaración del 19 de septiembre para 
la celebración de octubre, el obispo Burbidge 
subrayó que "Jesús, verdaderamente presente en 
la Eucaristía, nos da la plenitud de la vida", y 
"nos llama a cada uno de nosotros a respetar ese 
don de la vida en cada persona humana". 

 Las oraciones e intenciones para la Novena 
del Mes del Respeto a la Vida de la USCCB 
pueden encontrarse en español en 
https://www.usccb.org/es/respect-life-novena y 
en inglés en https://www.usccb.org/respect-life-
novena. 

(Gina Christian es reportera multimedia de 
OSV News.) 

La novena por el 'Respeto por la vida' destaca el don 
de la vida y la necesidad de rezar por su protección

 Foto OSV News/Tyler Orsburn 
Una mujer joven es vista con su hijo durante la mani-
festación anual de la Marcha por la Vida en Washington 
el 24 de enero de 2020. La Novena anual del Mes del 
Respeto por la Vida de la Conferencia de Obispos Cató-
licos de EE.UU. tendrá lugar del 22 al 30 de octubre de 
2024. La novena comienza con un llamamiento a la pro-
tección y el cuidado de la vida humana desde la con-
cepción hasta la muerte natural, y termina con una 
súplica para que "todos los católicos ayuden a edificar 
una cultura que valore a cada persona como un don 
precioso de Dios". 



The Cook at St. John XXIII Pastoral Center, as a member of Diocesan 
Services, is committed to advancing the mission of Jesus Christ and offer-
ing hospitality to our guests. 

The Cook is responsible for the preparation, service, clean-up and stor-
age of all meals, snacks and food service for special functions. 

Assures the kitchen/dining room/dish room areas are clean and in 
good order at the end of a shift or function. 

Oversees and assists kitchen aides in the preparation, service and stor-
age of food and cleanliness of the kitchen/dining area.  

Works early mornings, days, evenings, weekends and holidays/holy-
days as needed.   

Prefer a minimum of one year experience in food service.  

Contact the Director, Gerri Wright at 304.342.0507 or 
gwright@dwc.org to schedule an interview or for more information. 
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The Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart located in Charleston, West Virginia 
is looking for a pastoral musician.  Responsibilities include  overseeing the se-
lection of music for liturgies, substituting for our organist, directing the choir, 
cantoring when necessary, preparing worship  aids and expanding our current 
music program. Candidates should have a BA degree or higher in a music field, 
or other field, if musically trained, excellent organ/keyboard/choral conduct-
ing skills and vocal technique and be familiar with music notation software. 
A practicing Catholic is preferred but not required; candidates 
must be of the Christian faith with willingness to learn about 
and genuinely support others in their Catholic faith. Conver-
sant with a variety of liturgical styles including contemporary, 
classical, and traditional. Must demonstrate a commitment to 
use a blended approach to liturgical music that encourages the 
assembly to sing. Working hours are flexible and include week-
ends and some evenings.  Complete job description available 
upon request. Please send résumés to: Bernadette McMasters 
Kime, Office of Worship and Sacraments, PO. Box 230, Wheel-
ing, WV 26003 or email bkime@dwc.org. Résumé submissions 
will be accepted until the position is filled. 

Director of Music Ministries Needed

St. John XXIII Pastoral Center Job Opening – Cook 

Employment Opportunities

Sunday, October 27: All Saints, Bridgeport; 10 a.m. 

Saturday, November 9: St. Peter the Fisherman, Fairmont; 10:30 a.m. 

Saturday, November 16: Sacred Heart, Williamson; 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 19:  St. Anthony, Follansbee; 6 p.m. 

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
Confirmation Schedule  

Bishop Mark E. Brennan, Celebrant
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The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and 
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in 
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional 
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing 
sta昀, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most 
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart 
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the 
only program in West Virginia that o昀ers eight specialized, structural heart 
procedures and is one of the few programs in the United States (and 
the only one in West Virginia) o昀ering cerebral embolic protection during 
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter 
mitral valve replacement.

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based techniques to treat all 
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid 
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

David Michael Campsey MD
Interventional Cardiology

Deepak Hooda MD
Interventional Cardiology

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiology

THE MOST ADVANCED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

OUR TEAM

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

This quiet evening offers opportunities  
for prayer, song and ritual.   

Light refreshments will be served. 
 
Date/Time: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 
   7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 
Place:  St. Joseph Retreat Center 

137 Mount St. Joseph Road 
Wheeling, West Virginia 
 

RSVP:  atroiani@csjoseph.org or call 304-907-0171 

Cost:  Free will donation accepted 

Facilitator:  Cynthia Garcia     
Cynthia is an Associate with the Congregation of St. Joseph and hails from 
Fairmont, WV. She has been a teacher, youth minister, and retreat director  
in the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston for over forty years.  


