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Synod Report for U.S.
Shows Growth,

Tensions and ‘Deep

Desire to Rebuild’ the
Body of Christ

By Gina Christian, OSV News

(OSV News) — Growth, undeniable tensions and
“a deep desire to rebuild and strengthen” the body of
Christ have emerged as key themes in the latest synod
report for the Catholic Church in the U.S.

Released by the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops May 28, the “National Synthesis of the
People of God in the United States of America for the
Interim Stage of the 2021-2024 Synod” summarizes
responses from more than 35,000 participants and
over 1,000 listening sessions, with 76% of the na-
tion’s dioceses and eparchies submitting reports to
the U.S. synod team.

In addition, over 350 people met in some 15 listen-
ing sessions that focused on church life, social justice
and vocations, while U.S. bishops also met for a
synod listening session.

Launched by Pope Francis in October 2021, the

See “Report” on Page 2

Carlo Acutis’
Canonization News

Leaves U.S. Devotees
‘over the Moon’ with Joy

By Gina Christian, OSV News

(OSV News) — News that an Italian teen could
soon be canonized — the first from the “millennial”
generation — has enthralled his devotees in the U.S.

On May 23, Pope Francis formally recognized a
second miracle attributed to the intercession of
Blessed Carlo Acutis, clearing the way for him to be
formally recognized as a saint of the Catholic
Church.

Along with Acutis, the pope also advanced the
sainthood causes of a group of Franciscan martyrs, six
men and one woman in the same promulgation.

Acutis — who is credited with interceding for the
2022 healing of a head injury in a young Costa Rican
woman — died of leukemia in 2006 at age 15, having
lived a brief life of extraordinary holiness that was
marked by a profound devotion to Christ and the Eu-
charist. Acutis’ desire to foster awareness of the
Blessed Sacrament, along with his formidable com-
puter skills, led him to create a database of eucharistic

See “Program” on Page 4
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first session of the 16th Ordinary
General Assembly of the Synod of
Bishops, organized around the
theme “For a Synodal Church: Com-
munion, Participation, Mission,”
was held Oct. 4-29, 2023, in Rome.

Ahead of the concluding session
of the synod, which will take place in
Rome in Oct. 2-27, dioceses across
the U.S. were asked to hold ad-
ditional listening sessions during
Lent 2024, following a request from
the Vatican’s Secretariat for the
Synod of Bishops. Those responses
were incorporated into the newly re-
leased synthesis.

“We had to be nimble with the
Spirit,” U.S. synod team member Al-
exandra Carroll, who serves as the
USCCB’s communications manager
for social mission, told OSV News,
adding that even with short notice of
the extra sessions, “our diocesan
synod leaders took it on and really
owned the process.”

Fellow synod team members
Richard Coll, executive director of
the USCCB’s Department of Justice,
Peace and Human Development,
and the USCCB'’s senior adviser for

the synod Julia McStravog agreed.

Coll said he was “very, very taken
by the commitment that was ev-
ident” in the responses to the listen-
ing sessions.

“The diocesan directors continue
to be very devoted to this path,” he
told OSV News. “It’s a wonderful
thing to see, because it is now the
third year of this process, but it
didn’t seem ... to me that there was
any kind of ‘synod fatigue.” People
seem to be even more enthusiastic.”

“Synodality is really taking root,”
said McStravog. “People are getting
accustomed not only to sharing, but
to listening in a deeper way.”

In his introduction to the synthe-
sis, Bishop Daniel E. Flores of
Brownsville, Texas — who serves as
chairman of the USCCB’s Commit-
tee on Doctrine, and who has shep-
herded the synodal process in the
U.S. — noted that “while no doc-
ument could cover the full range of
topics on the hearts and minds of
Catholics” who took part in the lis-
tening sessions, the report showed
the synodal journey has made pro-
gress in the U.S.

Among their insights, many of
which were directly quoted in the re-
port, participants expressed “two ba-

sic hopes for the church” —that it be
both a “safe harbor” and a “fiery
communion.”

As a “safe harbor,” the church can
be a place “where the faithful are em-
braced, sustained and loved,” said
the synthesis, citing one respondent
who observed, “People come when
they are broken. ... At my parish, I
feel I have a family there.”

That welcome must be more than
“superficial,” the report said, point-
ing to parishes with numerous small
communities and prayer groups as
being “most successful” in reaching
and integrating people from diverse
backgrounds. With the church in the
U.S. comprising “countless cultural
and ethnic groups,” the report noted
a desire “to promote interculturality,
so that there is more unity between
cultures that share the same
church.”

At the same time, respondents de-
scribed the church as a “fiery com-
munion,” with the synodal process
digging up a number of tensions
within the church.

In particular, a lack of clear com-
munication from church hierarchy
and from media, both Catholic and
secular, creates confusion and divi-
sion over what it means to be Cath-

olic — and hinders the church’s mis-
sion, said synod participants.

That uncertainty can be espe-
cially evident when trying to balance
welcoming LGBTQ and other mar-
ginalized persons while making
known the truths of the Catholic
faith, said synod participants.

Catholic social teaching was
“another area where division was
keenly experienced,” with “conver-
sations ‘on social justice and inclu-
sion ... filled with moments of pro-
found pain and generational hurt,””
the report said. “Participants ex-
pressed concerns that the church has
allowed the ongoing polarization
and conflict (in civil society) to lead
to a denial of the church’s social
magisterium in many situations.”

The liturgy itself can be a flash-
point for tension, with the celebra-
tion of the Mass using the Roman
Missal of 1962 (informally known as
the “Latin Mass”) becoming “a focal
point of broader debates about tradi-
tion, modernity, and the best ways to
nurture faith across the diverse spec-
trum of Catholic belief and prac-
tice,” the interim synthesis said.

Another sore spot identified by
participants was complacency in

See “Report” on Page 3

To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse
of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
encourages reporting to civil authorities first and
foremost if a crime has been committed. We also en-
courage utilizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to
make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If you
have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in
sexual misconduct or has interfered with an investi-
gation into sexual misconduct, please contact civil
authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit
www.reportbishop abuse.org. To Report to Civil
Authorities: Contact your local law enforce-
ment: numbers will vary based on your location. If
you believe someone is in immediate danger, call
911. To confidentially report any incidence of sus-
pected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and
Families’ Child Protective Services by calling the
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. You may re-
port anonymously to this hotline if you prefer. To
Report to Diocesan Authorities: The diocese

encourages reporting to the appropriate civil au-
thorities first and foremost if a crime has been com-
mitted. The diocese also encourages reporting to the
appropriate church authorities. To report suspected
cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, con-
tact one of the following designees at 1.888.434.6237
or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim
Bishop, ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr.,
V.E., ext. 270; or Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. You may
also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at
304.230.1504. You may also call the Diocese’s sexual
abuse hotline at 833.230.5656. Additional methods
of reporting are available at www.dwc.org, under
“Accountability.” Complaint forms are available on-
line at www.dwc.org, click “Diocese” on the menu
bar, then “Offices,” then “Safe Environment”, then
“Download Files and Forms.” The form is titled
“Complaint Form for Allegations of Sexual Abuse of
a Minor.” The form may be returned via U.S. mail to:
Office of Safe Environment, Diocese of Wheeling-

Sexual Abuse Awareness Training

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops requires all Dioceses/Eparchies have a
Safe Environment Program for the protection of children and young people. In ac-
cordance with these requirements, the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston'’s Safe Envi-
ronment Program consists of the following components for persons seeking employ-
ment or to volunteer, directly or indirectly, with children: background check; receipt
Relating to Sexual Abuse of Children; and sexual abuse aware-
ness training for adults. Sexual abuse awareness training may be completed online
or via live workshop. For more information , go to www.dwc.org, click “Diocese”,

of the Diocese’s Poli

then “Offices,” then “Office of Safe Environment.”

Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. To
Report to the Diocese’s Victim Assistance Co-
ordinator: please call Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC,
at 304.559.6742. In addition to the methods listed
above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint
platform to report other, additional concerns, such as
suspected financial, professional, and personal mis-
conduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee
of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in
West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be ac-
cessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”,
then “Report Misconduct” or by calling
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting
system that reports to civil authorities where applica-
ble and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the
person reporting is protected. Links and informa-
tion: WV Department of Health and Human Re-
sources: https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. West
Virginia State Police, Crimes Against Children Unit:
304-293-6400.

The Catholic Spirit’s Print Schedule for 2024

(Digital issues will continue to be published by date every Friday, de-
livered by e-mail and posted on thecatholicspiritwv.org)

This is the new print publication schedule for The Catholic Spirit. Each
print issue is named for a memorial, feast day, or celebration of the Church
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many parts of the church, which po-
tentially stands to pave the way for
“grave institutional sins such as sex-
ual abuse and racism” — both of
which remain “enduring wounds”
that “continue to inflict pain today,”
said the document.

“The trauma and scandal (of the
clerical abuse crisis) have had a gener-
ational impact,” keeping youth and
young adults distrustful and desiring
an apology “for abuses that happened
not to them, but to their parents,
grandparents or further generations,”
the interim synthesis said.

Likewise, the sin of racism, and
“the sin of enslaving Black people for
the betterment of the church,” con-
tinue to haunt the church, the report
said.

At the same time, the listening ses-
sions revealed a commitment to the
importance of evangelization, and
the need for catechesis and formation

to sustain such witness. Participants
also articulated a desire to actively
participate in the church’s mission,
seeking greater co-responsibility for
the laity (especially women and
young adults) in that task through
their “baptismal dignity.”

Both clericalism and a lack of vo-
cations to the priesthood and reli-
gious life were lamented, as was divi-
sion among priests, with one priest
participant sharing that clergy “need
to be better at getting past the bitter-
ness and different theologies and po-
litical preferences.”

Bishops who attended the listen-
ing session also highlighted polariza-
tion among priests, with some shep-
herds likening themselves to “the
episcopal referee” among an increas-
ingly diverse clergy, many of whom
hail from other countries. The Uk-
rainian Catholic bishops of the U.S.
expressed their gratitude for the pos-
itive relationships they enjoyed with
the USCCB and the Roman Catholic
Church in the U.S., noting that

“sometimes the Latin Church in
other parts of the world (is) not so ac-
cepting and supportive.”

The bishops also applauded recent
changes in the structure of their bian-
nual meetings, which have facilitated
more small group encounters re-
minding them they are “spiritual
brothers and not just ecclesial fig-
ures.”

On balance, bishops’ relations
with the Holy See were “generally
positive,” and although “direct con-
tact with Rome is not very frequent,”
the report said that the apostolic nun-
cio, Cardinal Christophe Pierre, has
succeeded in “fostering a spirit of
communion” and in “facilitating
communication with the Holy See.”
Atthe same time, the bishops “did ex-
press some frustration that commu-
nication between bishops and the of-
fices of the Holy See could be better,”
but described their ad limina visits to
Rome — during which they provide
the pope with an update on the status
of their respective dioceses — as “oc-

casions of fraternity and joy.”

The interim synthesis concluded
by noting that “a major theme” artic-
ulated by participants was “the deep-
ening awareness of how our trust in
God expresses itself in relation to our
imperfect institutions within the
church.”

“It was noted by many that the
faithful ‘should not be embarrassed
about recognizing that our church
might be a little messy — it’s better
not to pretend that we are the perfect
institution, but that we belong to the
perfect and one, true faith,’” said the
report.

Carroll, Coll and McStravog told
OSV News that the synodal process of
listening and dialogue is essential to
healing the church’s wounds — and
that dynamic is for all the faithful,
they said.

“Synodality isn’t justin Rome or at
the USCCB,” said Coll. “It’s right
here. It’s with you. It’s with all of us.”

(Gina Christian is a multimedia re-
porter for OSV News.)

3pﬁ1, June 7, 024
Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Charleston

Photo lllustration by Joyce Bibey
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miracles throughout the
world.

The sunny-faced teen —
who was born in London in
1991 and grew up in Milan,
Italy — displayed an early
attraction to the spiritual
life, reciting the rosary and
attending Mass daily, serv-
ing as a catechist, volun-
teering at a church soup
kitchen and tutoring chil-
dren with their homework.
At the same time, Acutis
was known for his enthusi-
asm for typical teenage in-

terests, such as video
games, pets, soccer and
music.

“Blessed Carlo Acutis is
an inspiration and interces-
sor for all young people, but
especially for those who are
drifting away or alienated
from the church or who are
skeptical about religion,”
Bishop Robert E. Barron of
Winona-Rochester, Minne-
sota, chair of the U.S.
bishops’ Committee on
Laity, Marriage, Family Life
and Youth, told OSV News.
“He demonstrates that hav-
ing a clear reference point
in Jesus Christ opens up the
possibilities of a joy-filled
and creative mission, but
also and most importantly
imparts a holiness through
which the meaning and
purpose of life is revealed.”

“Carlo really was a regu-
lar kid,” said Michael Nor-
ton, president of the Mal-
vern Retreat Center in Mal-
vern, Pennsylvania, which
is home to the Blessed Carlo
Acutis Shrine and Center
for Eucharistic Encounter.

The center, which is
seeking to attain diocesan
shrine status, contains a
permanent exhibit featur-
ing 100 Eucharistic mi-
racles as well as a Blessed
Carlo Reading Room and a
permanent altar for group
Eucharistic adoration dur-
ing scheduled events.

In October 2023, the
center hosted the teen’s
mother, Antonia Acutis,
who shared her reflections
on being the mother of a
saint who speaks especially
to the younger generation.

Norton told OSV News
he is “over the moon”
about Acutis’ pending can-
onization — as is Malvern
board member Mary Bea
Damico, who was what
Norton called the “vision-
ary” for the Acutis center at
Malvern.

Damico told OSV News
that the evening prior to
the Vatican’s announce-
ment, she and religious di-
rectors of education from

OSV News Photo/courtesy Saint-
hood Cause of Carlo Acutis
Pope Francis formally recog-
nized a miracle attributed to the
intercession of Blessed Carlo
Acutis, a 15-year-old Italian
teenager whose birth in 1991
will make him the first “millen-
nial” to become a saint. He is
pictured in an undated photo.

the Archdiocese of Philadel-
phia had gathered at the
Acutis shrine for “a very
joyful night” that proved to
be “prophetic.”

“And then I got a mes-
sage in my inbox before
6:30 a.m. this morning
(about the canonization),”
she said. “I can’t even tell
you the joy.”

Both Norton and Dam-
ico said that Acutis models
how holiness is attainable,
even in a world where it can
seem more impossible than
ever.

“If you look at some of
the pictures with him and
his friends, he looks like
any other normal teenage
kid. ... He’s in blue jeans
with sneakers on and with a
backpack and a computer,”
said Norton. “These kids are
saying, ‘Wait a minute, I'm
just like him. ... The kids
can justlook at him and say,
‘I can be strong in my faith
and I can lead a normal life-
style. ... I can do this.””

Acutis inspires kids and
teens “to live in hope,” said
Damico, helping them to
“understand that we were
all created to be saints, and
sainthood isn’t just some-
thing that’s for other
people. It’s for each and
every one of them. I talk to
(teen visitors to) the shrine,
and it really brings me to
tears, because you should
just see how they’re so open
to that. They’re so hungry
for a message of hope.”

The announcement of
Acutis’ impending saint-
hood also has thrilled Cath-
olic schools named in his
honor.

“We prayed this day
would come, but never
dreamed it would arrive less
than two years after open-

ing Blessed Carlo Acutis
Academy, an online, Catho-
lic school for students in
grades 5-12” located in the
Diocese of Madison, Wis-
consin, said Michael Lan-
caster, diocesan superin-
tendent of Catholic
schools, in a statement to

OSV News.
The diocese’s assistant
superintendent, Therese

Milbrath, said she is “look-
ing forward to changing the
name of our online high
school to St. Carlo Acutis
Academy upon his canon-
ization.

“His life of faith and his
devotion to the Eucharist
are incredible examples for
teens,” she told OSV News
in a statement. “We have a
first-class relic of Blessed
Carlo in our Catholic
schools office to remind us
that, no matter a person’s
age, we are all called to ho-
liness.”

Lancaster noted that the
diocese had named the
school for Acutis (who beat
out St. Isidore of Seville, pa-
tron of the internet) as “a
natural fit” and “someone

to whom our students
could more easily relate.”

He added that it is “no
coincidence” the school’s
opening and the advance-
ment of Acutis’ sainthood
have occurred within the
three-year span of the Na-
tional Eucharistic Revival.

“The Holy Spirit is at
work!” said Lancaster.

For Blessed Carlo Acutis
Catholic High School in Ed-
monton, Alberta, Canada,
the canonization’s timing is
especially ideal, since con-
struction has only just
begun and the name can be
easily  updated from
“Blessed” to “Saint.”

“We chose Blessed Carlo
Acutis as the namesake for
this school so that our stu-
dents could easily see them-
selves living out their faith
in this modern world,” said
Sandra Palazzo, board chair
of Edmonton Catholic
Schools, a publicly funded
school division in Edmon-
ton. “He was a shining ex-
ample of sharing the love of
God. We look forward to
having the students of Ed-
monton Catholic Schools

journey alongside Carlo
Acutis on the path to saint-
hood.”

But inviting more young
people on that journey “de-
pends on us,” said Father
Francesco Maria D’Amico,
pastor of St. William Parish
in Philadelphia and a friend
of Antonia Acutis, whose
2023 U.S. speaking tour he
coordinated.

Father D’Amico, a native
of Asssi, Italy — where Acu-
tis’ body lies in entombed
in the Church of St. Mary
Major — told OSV News
“it’s important” to make
the teen’s life and legacy
known in order “to show
the world” that sainthood
is attainable.

He added that he’d had
“no doubt” that Acutis
would one day be declared a
saint.

Asked if she plans to
travel to the Vatican for
Acutis’ canonization, Dam-
ico said, “One hundred per-
cent. I'm going; there’s
nothing that will stop me.”

(Gina Christian is a mul-
timedia reporter for OSV
News.)

JoIN Us As WE WALK WITH JESUS THROUGH THE CITY OF WHEELING

{3

"MY FLESH FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD." - JoHN 651

SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2024

DURING THE NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL

THE CELEBRATION BEGINS WITH 10:30 A.M. MASS

AT THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOSEPH

PROCESSION FOLLOWS TO ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH

BUS TRANSPORTATION WILL BE PROVIDED FOR THOSE
WHO ARE UNABLE TO WALK THE PROCESSION ROUTE

FREE CATERED MEAL WILL FOLLOW

i
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Pope Apologizes for Using ‘Homophobic’ Slang

By Cindy Wooden , Catholic
News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Francis “never intended to offend
or express himself in homophobic
terms, and he extends his apologies
to those who were offended by the
use of a term, reported by others,”
that is considered vulgar in Italian,
the Vatican press office said.

Six days after Pope Francis had a
closed-door meeting with
members of the Italian bishops’
conference, a notorious Italian gos-
sip website reported that the pope
used a derogatory slang term in
Italian to describe some seminaries
as being marked by a gay culture.

The website, Dagospia, said the
pope used the term May 20 when
responding to a bishop’s question
about admitting gay men to semi-
naries as candidates for priesthood.

Leading Italian newspapers La
Repubblica and Corriere della Sera
said May 27 they confirmed with
unnamed Italian bishops that Pope
Francis had used the vulgar slang,
although Corriere also noted that
the pope “sometimes stumbles
over somewhat creative Italian
without being aware of the nu-
ances.”

Matteo Bruni, director of the
Vatican press office, responded late

May 28 to repeated requests for
comment.

“Pope Francis is aware of articles
that recently came out about a con-
versation he had, behind closed
doors, with the bishops of the CEI,”
he said, using the Italian acronym
tor the Italian bishops’ conference.

“As he has had the opportunity
to state on several occasions, ‘In
the Church there is room for every-
one, for everyone! No one is use-
less, no one is superfluous, there is
room for everyone. Just as we are,
everyone,”” Bruni said.

La Repubblica had reported that
the word the pope used in Italian
“made more than one bishop
flinch. The man (Pope Francis) is
no stranger to verbal intemper-
ance; the meeting was behind
closed doors, the conversation in-
tormal, but when Pope Francis used
that word” there was tension in the
room.

While Pope Francis insisted to
the bishops that LGBTQ+ Catholics
must be accepted in the church and
treated with respect, he reportedly
said at the meeting that it is better
not to accept gay men as candi-
dates for the priesthood. Bruni did
not comment on that report.

During a similar closed-door

O
CATHOLIC

SHARING APPEAL
dwec.org/CSA

meeting with Italian bishops in
2018, La Repubblica reported, the
pope told them if they had “even
the slightest doubt” about a gay
candidate being able to live a life of
celibacy in the seminary and as a
priest, “it is better not to let them
in.”

In a book-length interview in
2018, Pope Francis had said super-
iors must be able to help gay candi-
dates prepare for a life of celibacy
or encourage them to leave the
seminary.

“Homosexuality is a very se-
rious matter, which must be dis-
cerned adequately from the begin-
ning with candidates, if it is the
case. We must be demanding,” the
pope had told Claretian Father Fer-
nando Prado in the book-inter-
view, “The Strength of Vocation:
Consecrated Life Today.”

Pope Francis made it clear in the
interview that he was talking about
homosexual activity among priests
and religious who make vows of
chastity and celibacy.

“In consecrated life or that of
the priesthood, there is no place for
this type of affection,” the pope
said. “For that reason, the church
recommends that persons with this
deep-seated tendency not be ac-
cepted for ministry or consecrated
life.”

A 2005 instruction from the
then-Congregation for Catholic
Education, approved by Pope Bene-
dict XVI, said the church “cannot
admit to the seminary or to holy
orders those who practice homo-
sexuality, present deep-seated ho-
mosexual tendencies or support
the so-called ‘gay culture.””

Bishops and superiors of reli-
gious orders, who are responsible
for the final decision about admit-
ting candidates to the priesthood
and religious life, have continued
to discuss and debate the meaning
of “deep-seated homosexual ten-
dencies,” which apparently was
what prompted the question to the
pope during his meeting with the
Italian bishops’ conference.

Quo Vadis
Retreat

Boys in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades are invited!
Noon on June 17

through 1pm on June 20
Priest Field Pastoral Center

Kearneysville, WV

Campers will enjoy outdoor activities including:

Prayer * Kayaking ® Discernment

Camp Fire * Games

Opportunities for Charitable and Spiritual

Works of Mercy

The camp is staffed by laypeople, priests

and seminarians from the

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.

RETREAT IS FREEM!
o Register, scan the (R code or visi Wpriesii.urg
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BLESSED CARLO AcuUTIS YOUTH CAMP

225 Catholic Conference Center, Huttonsville, WV 26273 « www.campcarlowv.org

Grow your faith while
having fun at Camp Carlo!

i

Register today at campcarlowv.org!
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Financial services
firmly rooted in faith.

-\‘{’l“itm‘*‘—-ﬂ-r%?m___ S

For over 140 years, the Knights of Columbus has
been helping families achieve economic security
and stability through its insurance solutions.

Now, through faith-based investment and
philanthropic solutions, we aim to

inspire and empower Catholics

to put their faith into action.

Guard.

e o
»KorC . . Knights of skabz Knights of
& Colimbus Columbus 255 Colimbus

Asset Advisors”® Charitable Fund”

Mutual Funds

Life Insurance
Retirement Annuities
Long-Term Care Insurance
Disability Income Insurance

kofc.org/faa

Institutional Investments
Exchange-Traded Funds
Private Wealth Management
Separate Account Strategies
Retirement Products

kofcassetadvisors.org

Charitable Solutions
Donor-Advised Funds

knightscharitable.org

2
X

A

3.
Call us or %,;3‘3 ‘
visit our website .
to learn more

Knights of

Columbus’
The Abbate Agency

866-868-1492

Life insurance, annuities, long-term care insurance and disability income insurance products are offered through Knights of Columbus, One Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510 1-800-380-9995. For costs, terms, conditions and complete details regarding these
products, please contact your agent of the Knights of Columbus. Products may vary by state. Insurance solutions available to eligible members of the Knights of Columbus in U.S.A. and Canada.

www.abbatekofc.com

Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors, LLC (KoCAA) is an SEC registered investment adviser that maintains a principal place of business in the State of Connecticut. For information about KoCAR's business operations, please consult the Firm's Form
ADV disclosure documents, the most recent versions of which are available on the SEC's Investment Advisor Public Disclosure website at www.adviserinfo.sec.gov. KoCAA is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Knights of Columbus, one of the world's largest
Catholic lay organizations. Investing involves risk. Investment products are not guaranteed and may lose value.

Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund is an independent, nonprofit, public charity with a donor-advised fund program. Various entities affiliated with Knights of Columbus provide certain investment management and administrative services to Knights
of Columbus Charitable Fund. Knights of Columbus Asset Advisars, an SEC registered investment advisor, serves as the investment manager of Knights of Columbus Charitable Fund, and the assets can be invested in investment funds managed by
Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors (*KoCAA").

This advertisement is not intended for and is not a solicitation of those outside the US.A. = Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510
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Martinsburg’s St. Joseph
Parish, Catholic Daughters
Will Lead Effort to ‘Encircle
the World in Prayer’

By Colleen Rowan

t. Joseph Church in Mar-
S tinsburg has been selected

as a lead site in an effort to
“encircle the world in prayer.”
The church is West Virginia's
designated location for the An-
nual Global Rosary Relay for the
Sanctification of Priests on June
7, the Feast of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus.

“This is something that every
parish in West Virginia can sup-
port—praying with the entire
world for priests” said Lisa
Ceravalo, newly elected regent
of Court Martinsburg #392 of
the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas.

According to Rosary Relay
organizers, each of the partici-
pating prayer location countries
prays a particular mystery of the
rosary at a specific allocated
time on the day “in thanksgiv-
ing to God for our priests and to
implore the protection and lov-
ing care of Our Lady, Mother of
all priests, for all her priestly
sons. With the coming of mid-
night on 7 June, the entire
world will by then have been
encircled yet again in prayer on
this, the Worldpriest Annual
Rosary Relay, day.”

Worldpriest Annual Global RosaryRelay

Court Martinsburg #392 will
be leading the Sorrowful Mys-
teries of the rosary. Ceravalo in-
vites all to St. Joseph’s to join in
this prayerful gathering.

“As this is the First Friday,”
she said, “come out for adora-
tion, the rosary, then benedic-
tion.”

The rosary will be prayed
during Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, which begins at 7
p-m. The Catholic Daughters
will provide light refreshments
after benediction.

St. Joseph was selected as a
designated church for the Ro-
sary Relay in 2021 when Cera-
valo was contacted by represen-
tatives of the Worldpriest
Annual Global Rosary. At
that time, she was serving as
state regent of the West Virginia
Catholic Daughters of the
Americas and approached her
home court about the opportu-
nity.

“They were looking for a lo-
cation in West Virginia for the
rosary to be said,” Ceravalo re-
called. “I brought it up to the
local court in Martinsburg, and
they agreed to participate.”

For more information, visit
www.worldpriest.com.

Corpus Christi Sunday
Declared Once Again in

Buckhannon

Courtesy Photo
Buckhannon Mayor Robbie Skinner signed a proclamation on May 2 dedicating June
2, 2024, as Corpus Christi Sunday in the town of Buckhannon. This is the second
year the mayor has declared Corpus Christi Sunday in the town. Holy Rosary Parish
in Buckhannon has asked for permission to hold a procession and prayer service
that day on Main Street in the town. Pictured, from left, are Jerry Moore, Sal Car-
mona, Xavier Scott, Mayor Skinner, John Weber, Jalna Jones, Skip Gjolberg, Deacon
Rue Thompson (permanent deacon at Holy Rosary), Diana Thompson, Virginia Car-
mona, Father Ed Tetteh (pastor of Holy Rosary), and Rachel Weber.

— Worldpries

AFFIRMS « INSPIRES » INFORMS

for the Sanctification of Priests

Friday 7June 2024
Country: USA

Time:

Lead

Location:

7pm Local prayer time
St. Joseph's Catholic
Church, Martinsburg,

- West Virginia

Mysteries: Sorrowful

Please join the Catholic Daughters Court #392, as we pray the Rosary at 7:00pm.
This will take place during Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and will conclude

with Benediction at 8:00 pm

Light refreshments will be available after Benediction

Pray the Rosary,unite with your country
and help encircle the

R —

world in prayer

The Worldpriest Annual Global Rosary Relay for Priests 2024 - ;_rganise and coordinated by Worldpriest.

For further information visit our Website: www.worldpriest.com Email: info.worldpriest@gmail.com
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Huntington’s Sacred Heart Parish will Celebrate
90th Anniversary and Farewell to Father Thomas

HUNTINGTON—
Sacred Heart Church, lo-
cated in the west-end of
Huntington, will host 90th
anniversary events the
weekend of June 7-9.

Sacred Heart was estab-
lished in 1934 under the
guidance of the Father W.
M. Burke when a commer-
cial garage was converted
into the church with the as-
sistance of architects and
craftsmen. Sacred Heart
was dedicated the same
year by Archbishop John
Swint.

Celebrations for the an-
niversary weekend will
kick-off on Friday, June 7,
which coincides with the
Solemnity of Most Sacred
Heart of Jesus. There will
be a Mass at 5:30 p.m.
celebrated by  Father
Christopher Turner, paro-
chial vicar of St. Joseph
Parish in Huntington. A re-
ception will follow the
Mass in the parish hall. The
reception will include time
to peruse old photos and
mingle with current and
former members of the
church.

ini MILLS GROUP

M E ARCHITECTURE = PLANNING = PRESERVATION

The reception will also
provide a time to say a fond
farewell to beloved pastor,
Father Shaji Thomas Chen-
nathu. Parishioners may
take this opportunity to
wish father well on his next
assignment as pastor of
Ascension Parish in Hurri-
cane.

Anniversary events con-
tinue Sunday, June 9,
with an outdoor Mass
celebrated at noon by
Father Thomas. Following
Mass, there will be live
music provided by the 1937
Flood Band, corn hole
games, a doughnut eating
contest, and children’s
games. Hamburgers and
hot dogs will be provided
by the church. In case of
rain all activities will be
moved indoors.

The church has a long
history in the community.
Early in its history, the
1937 floodwaters reached
the new church. The men
of the parish worked hard
to save what they could.
Statues were carried up-
stairs to the old rectory
next door. Pews were used

SERVING THE DIOCESE OF

WHEELING-CHARLESTON’S PARISHES
AND SCHOOLS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

DWC PARISHIONERS VICTOR GRECO, JULIE DOERR AND ALEXIS BEHRENS

Sacred Heart Church, Huntington

as scaffolds to raise the re-
maining church artifacts
into the choir loft. The
women of the church held
festivals and bake sales to
raise money to restore what
had been destroyed during

(=

VISIT US @ MILLSGROUPONLINE.COM

CLEANING & RESTORATION
£ RERSMOKE MOTD) wpig PanhandleCR.com

PPanhandle

800.504.7054

Wheeling « Morgantown * Charleston

Pittsburgh « Sarasota

"W “CALL THE RESTORATION COMPANY \AW/"
THE MOUNTAINEERS,CALL”

the flood. During the next
10 years, the church con-
tinued to grow, and a
school was opened in 1948.
The school closed in 1978
and was converted into the
parish hall which is still in

CATHOLIC DISTANCEUNIVERSITY

Courtesy Photo

use.

Sacred Heart Church
is located at 2015 Adams
Avenue. All current and
former members of
Sacred Heart are invited
to attend.

CDU partners with the diocese to offer free
non-credit continuing education courses for catechists

and those involved in parish ministry.

Visit www.pathlms.com/cdu to browse the
courses and register. Use the access code,

CDU20DIOCESEWC

when setting up your account to receive your free tuition!

cdu.edu

L

FlOOI'I
AMERICA

5095 National Road, Triadelphia, VWV

. 304-547-1800 . . .
www.flooringamericawestvirginia.com
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children and their families.

Anaiah Garcia and Robert Howard, who re-
ceived their First Communion at Holy Rosary
Parish in Buckhannon, crowned the parish’s
Blessed Mother statue with fresh flowers following
Mass May 5 (shown above and at right). The con-
gregation was led in one decade of the rosary by
Father Ed Tetteh, pastor, as the children crowned
the statue of Mary and placed yellow roses at her
feet. A reception was held in the church hall for the

Courtesy Photos

Children Who Recerved First Communion Honor Our Lady

Franciscan University to Host Conference on the Nature

of Man and Woman

STEUBENVILLE, Ohio
— Franciscan University of
Steubenville will host a
conference on Man,
Woman, and the Order of
Creation on October 24-26.
Cosponsored by Franciscan
University and the Ethics
and Public Policy Center
(EPPC) in Washington,
D.C., this event will ex-
plore the nature of the
human person, created
male and female.

The conference will seek
to bring clarity to a widely
contested question today:
Who is man, and who is
woman? To do so, it will ad-
dress the scientific, philo-
sophical, and theological
foundations that allow for
a coherent understanding
of man and woman. Partic-
ipants will also benefit
from a thorough discussion
about the implications of
this reality—man and
woman’s identities, their
differences, and their dis-
tinct God-given missions
in the world.

“We are excited to host
the conference on Man,
Woman, and the Order of
Creation,” said Father Dave
Pivonka, TOR, president of
Franciscan University. “Ata
time in our culture when

the very idea of what makes
amale and a female is being
debated, our conference
will offer a conversation il-
luminated by beauty and
reason. All who participate
will come to a deeper ap-
preciation of the dignity of
the human person.”

“This conference will
bring together a stellar
lineup of Catholic experts
to consider the question of
our time: What does it
mean to be a human person
or, more specifically, what
does it mean to be a man or
a woman?” said Mary Rice
Hasson, the Kate O’Beirne
Senior Fellow and co-
founder and director of the
Person and Identity Project
at the EPPC and visiting fel-
low for Franciscan Univer-
sity’s  Veritas  Center.
“Whether student or pro-
fessor, mother or father,
pastor or ministry leader,
Catholics today need more
than a quick answer or
sound bite to bring clarity
to a deeply confused world.
We need a deep exploration
of what’s true and why it
matters, and that’s exactly
what this conference will
deliver.”

“The question of man
and woman, both who they

are as persons of equal dig-
nity and who they are in re-
lation to one another, is
perhaps the question of our
era,” said Dr. Deborah Sav-
age, conference organizer
and professor of theology
at Franciscan University.
“Without a full response to
this question, our culture
will continue to lose its grip
on what is at the founda-
tion of human civiliza-
tion—the understanding of
the human person created
male and female.”
Esteemed speakers and
panelists will include Fran-
cis X. Maier, senior fellow
of the EPPC’s Catholic
Studies Program; Dr. Aaron
Kheriaty, fellow and direc-
tor of the EPPC’s Bioethics
and American Democracy
Program; Dr. Paul Vitz, sen-
ior scholar emeritus at Di-
vine Mercy University and
professor of psychology
emeritus at New York Uni-
versity; Dr. Angela Franks,
professor of theology at St.
John'’s Seminary and senior
fellow at the Abigail Adams
Institute; Father Christian
Raab, OSB, professor of sys-
tematic theology at St.
Meinrad Seminary and
School of Theology; Dr.
Greg Bottaro, psychologist

and founder of the Catho-
licPsych Institute; Dr. Hi-
lary Towers, licensed pro-
fessional counselor; Noelle
Mering, author and EPPC
fellow; Dr. Maria Fedoryka,
professor of philosophy at
Ave Maria University; and
others.

The conference is made
possible by the generosity
of the Henkels Family.

For more information
and to register, wvisit
franciscan.edu/man-woman-
and-the-order-of-creation.

Now s the
me (o

[alk!

FUNERAL HOMES
CREMATORY
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One of only 15 faithfully
Catholic universities en-
dorsed by the Cardinal
Newman Society, Francis-
can University of Steuben-
ville continues to lead the
renaissance of Catholic
higher education called for
in Ex corde Ecclesiae.

For more about Francis-
can University of Steuben-
ville and its mission to edu-
cate, evangelize, and send
forth Spirit-filled disciples
of Jesus Christ, visit
Franciscan.edu or connect
with Franciscan on Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram,
or LinkedIn.

Foodservice Equipment,
Supplies, Disposables,
Janitorial and more

1 Fourteenth Street,
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-2270
Stop in or call us today!
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Mary’s Refuge to Host Men’s
Cookout This Summer

MARTINSBURG—Mary'’s Refuge in
Martinsburg is inviting men of all trades
with a heart for making a difference to a
men’s cookout: “Miracles in the Making!
BBQ, Baby Bumps, and Building Com-
munity for Mary’s Refuge.” The cookout
will be held Sunday, July 28, at 4 p.m. in
the backyard of Mary’s Refuge. RSVP is
required and must be sent by e-mail to
life@marysrefuge.com.

“It’s an opportunity for the men in
our community to come together, fel-
lowship, and learn about Mary’s Refuge,”
organization officials said. Attendees
will have the opportunity to sign up and
join in the effort to maintain and im-
prove sanctuary for young mothers-to-be
and their babies.

Food and drinks will be provided.

“All we need is your enthusiasm and
willingness to hear about Mary’s Ref-
uge!” organization officials said. “...feel

free to bring along any friends or family
members who might be interested in get-
ting involved.

“Together, we can make a real differ-
encein thelives of those in need,” organ-
ization officials said.

Mary’s Refuge is a sanctuary for young
expectant mothers who need a hand up.
The community-building program pro-
vides a stable, safe place to live during
pregnancy, access to resources for prena-
tal care and counseling, along with ca-
reer and educational opportunities.

The 100% Pro-Life Maternity home is
a place where young soon-to-be mothers
facing fear and anxiety can find a sup-
portive and nourishing environment to
anchor themselves. Mary’s Refuge acts as
a gateway to motherhood, where women
receive emotional, physical and spiritual
support as they navigate the challenges
of pregnancy and motherhood.

Catholic
n Recovlery

for the Mid-Ohio Valley

Weekly, general recovery meetings
for all addictions, compulsions and unhealthy attachments

every Monday at 7 pm
St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church

in the parish hall

2500 Dudley Ave., Parkersburg
CatholicInRecoveryMOVi2@gmail.com * (681) 229-7220

https://CatholicInRecovery.com/

SAVE

T H E AIDFANNE
NOVEMBER 7, 2024

MARY’S REFUGE GALA, MARTINSBURG

Author of "Navigating the Impossible: A Survival CGuide for
Single Moms from Pregnancy through the First Year of

Motherhood"

She shared her story at the March for Life in January and will

come share with the Mothers In the house as well as give a
day long retreat on strategies.

AISHA TAYLOR

MARYSREFUGE.COM/GALA

RICH & SHIRLEY'S QUICKPRINT
Established ('\
1914
Centre Wheeling >
Market House .net
304-232-8510
110 Years (304) 233-7433
92 16th Street,
Wheeling, WV www.altmeyer.com E
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NATIONAL Be Part of this Historic Event!

EyChar|Stlc The pilgrimage comes to the Northern
Pllgrlmage Panhandle of West Viroinia June 20-24
g

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Route
4
e S o e o
Welcome perpetual pilgrims to the Mountain State! Pilgrimage Events
Gather with them for Masses, Fucharistic Adoration, Eucharistic Processions, Thursday, June 20,
praise and worship, and special programs as their share their experiences. Naﬁol'z?c'ki‘;fc:‘:""i;:::;ﬂgﬁmage
Watch the Eucharistic Procession on the Ohio River led by Bishop Mark St. Joseph the Worker Church: Meet the

perpetual pilgrims and gather for Mass,
Adoration, and praise and worship—8-9 a.m.
are open to all! Full schedule 1s on the right. Eucharistic Procession from St. Joseph the
Worker to Sacred Heart of Mary Church with
Adoration and Benediction to follow—
begins at 9:30 a.m.

Sharing Session & Reflection by Perpetual
Pilgrims at Sacred Heart of Mary—11 a.m.-
noon

Eucharistic Adoration with praise and
worship at St. Paul Church—7-8 p.m.

Brennan and Bishop Paul J. Bradley and receive a blessing. Pilgrimage events

Friday, June 21

Morning Mass with the perpetual pilgrims
at Sacred Heart of Mary—8:30-9 a.m.

Breakfast with Perpetual Pilgrims at Sacred
Heart of Mary —9:30-10:30 a.m.

Sunday, June 23
“Put Out into the Deep” on the
Ohio River!”

Bishop Mark Brennan and Bishop Paul
Bradley, apostolic administrator of the

Participating Northern Panhandle Parishes

Wewrton: I/Vheeling: Diocese of Steubenville, will board a
sternwheeler and lead a Eucharistic

St. Joseph the Worker Cathedral of St. Joseph Procession down the Ohio River. Boater-
cade with the two bishops leaves the

Sacred Heart of Mary St. Alphonsus Steubenville Marina at noon and will stop
St. Paul’s at four sites on both sides of the river where

’ faithful can receive a blessing. Blessing sites:

Steubenville Marina, Wellsburg Wharf,
Wellsburg-Brilliant Bridge, Mazeroski Park
(Ohio), Pike Island Lock and Dam, and
Heritage Port in Wheeling. Final destination
is Bellaire Marina in Bellaire, Ohio.

Arrival of National Eucharistic Pilgrimage
in Wheeling—7:30-8:30 p.m. Cathedral of
St. Joseph. Bishop Brennan and the faithful
of Wheeling will welcome the National
Eucharistic Pilgrimage at the cathedral.

All-Night Eucharistic Prayer Vigil—8:30 p.m.
(June 23) -8 a.m. (June 24) at the cathedral.

Monday, June 24
Mass at the cathedral celebrated by
For more information, visit: Bishop Brennan—8:30-9:30 am.
Solemn Eucharistic Procession through
www.eucharisticpilgrimage.org/st-elizabeth-ann-seton-route the streets of Wheeling from the cathedral

to St. Alphonsus Church—9:30-10 a.m.
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DISCOVER YOUR MISSION.
BECOME A KNIGHT.

Empowering men to live their faith
at home, in their parish, at work and
In their communities.

ps P\_\ Knights of

For more Information visit:

Columbus’
7/ West Virginia

State Council

FORMING WA

CONSCIENCES
> FAITHFUL

"~ CITIZENSHIP

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’s

. o | ) | teaching document on political engage-
Honoring Those Who Gave . | .

ment, “Forming Consciences for Faithful

Their LiVCS fOI' Our Country Citizenship,” provides guidance to Catholic

For Memorial Day, Will and Elyse Dempsey and their children—Conor, age 4; Daniel, age voters during a presidential election year.

3; and Ryan, age 1—placed American flags on the graves of veterans at St. Patrick’s Cem- (OSV News/Courtesy USCCB)
etery in Scott Depot. Will and the boys are shown above placing the flags. The family be-
longs to Ascension Parish in Hurricane and Will is an active member of the Knights of
Columbus Council # 9483. Courtesy Photo

Click here to read the document

with Fr. Chapin T

- N
y o) 4
SundayMomings v . -
e

6:30 WTOVFOX9 Wheeling-Steabenville
6:30 WOWK CBS 13 Huntington-Charleston
8:00 WBOY NBC 12 Weston-Clarksburg-Fairmont
6:30 WOAY ABC4  Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewishurg) .
8:30 WUNS FOX 59 Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewisburg) i)
9:30 WWVANBC 6  Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewisburg) ﬁﬁ
11:00WDVM 25  Hagerstown-Washington D.C.

Plus watch online at - www.mydailyliving.com and YouTube



https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf
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Confirmation at St. James the Greater Parish, Charles Town

John Sherwood Photo
Young parishioners at St. James the Greater Parish in Charles Town are pictured following their confirmation with Bishop Mark Brennan May 25.

Diocese of Wheeling- St. John University Parish

Charleston Confirmation ; :
e Mountaineer Catholic
SCthUle; S0 On the campus of West Virginia University
Bishop Brennan, Celebrant

Going to

-WVU?

=

Saturday, June 1: St. Francis Xavier, Moundsville; 4:00 / 5‘
p.m.
Saturday, June 8: Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the

Sacred Heart, Charleston; 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, June 9: Sacred Heart, Princeton; 11:00 a.m. }‘J__-,\‘r = f:
Saturday, June 15: St. Francis de Sales, Beckley; 5:00 . - ! WS L N R

b

p-m. X
B-g

Sunday, June 16: St. John the Evangelist, Summersville;

Mass and Confession

9:00 a.m. . .
e Friendship.

Movie Nights

Duplaga’s

mop NOTCH

LANDSCAPING and SUPPLY

Mowing e Landscaping e Patios @ Retaining Walls

Supply Yard

Chris Duplaga ,Owner
140 Peninsula Street, Wheeling

www.topnotchlandscape.com

Bible Studies

Game Nights

Jam Sessions

office@topnotchlandscape.com (304) 233-0332
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En Espariol

El Papa se disculpa por usar un término 'homofébico’

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — El Papa
Francisco "nunca ha querido ofender ni expre-
sarse en términos homofobicos, y dirige sus dis-
culpas a aquellos que se han sentido ofendidos
por el uso de un término divulgado por otros"
que es considerado vulgar en italiano, dijo la ofi-
cina de prensa del Vaticano.

Seis dias después de que el Papa Francisco
mantuviera una reunioén a puerta cerrada con
miembros de la Conferencia Episcopal Italiana,
un conocido sitio web italiano de chismes in-
formo de que el Papa habia utilizado un término
despectivo en italiano para describir algunos
seminarios como lugares marcados por una cul-
tura gay.

El sitio web, Dagospia, dijo que el Papa uti-
liz6 el término el 20 de mayo al responder a la
pregunta de un obispo sobre la admisién de
hombres homosexuales en los seminarios como
candidatos al sacerdocio.

Los principales periddicos italianos La Re-
pubblica y Corriere della Sera dijeron el 27 de
mayo que confirmaron con obispos italianos no
identificados que el Papa Francisco habia utiliz-
ado una jerga vulgar, aunque Corriere también
seflalé que el Papa "a veces tropieza con un ital-
iano algo creativo sin ser consciente de los mat-
ices".

Matteo Bruni, director de la oficina de prensa
del Vaticano, respondi6 a altima hora del 28 de
mayo a repetidas peticiones de comentarios.

"El Papa Francisco estd al corriente de los ar-
ticulos que han salido recientemente sobre una
conversacion, a puerta cerrada, con los obispos

de la CEI", dijo, utilizando el acronimo italiano
de la conferencia episcopal italiana.

"Como ha tenido ocasion de afirmar en varias
ocasiones: 'En la Iglesia hay sitio para todos,
ipara todos! Nadie es inttil, nadie es superfluo,
hay sitio para todos. Tal como somos, todos",
dijo Bruni.

La Repubblica habia informado de que la pa-
labra que el Papa utilizé en italiano "hizo es-
tremecerse a mas de un obispo. El hombre (el
Papa Francisco) no es ajeno a la intemperancia
verbal; la reunién era a puerta cerrada, la con-
versacion informal, pero cuando el Papa Fran-
cisco utilizo esa palabra" hubo tensién en la
sala.

Aunque el Papa Francisco insistié ante los
obispos en que los catolicos LGBTQ+ deben ser
aceptados en la Iglesia y tratados con respeto, al
parecer dijo en la reunién que es mejor no acep-
tar a hombres homosexuales como candidatos
al sacerdocio. Bruni no hizo comentarios al re-
specto.

Durante una reunion similar a puerta cerrada
con obispos italianos en 2018, informo6 La Re-
pubblica, el Papa les dijo que si tenian "la mas
minima duda" de que un candidato gay pudiera
vivir una vida de celibato en el seminario y
como sacerdote, "es mejor no dejarlos entrar".

En una entrevista publicada en un libro en
2018, el Papa Francisco habia dicho que los su-
periores deben ser capaces de ayudar a los can-
didatos homosexuales a prepararse para una
vida de celibato o animarlos a abandonar el
seminario.

"La homosexualidad es un asunto muy serio
que tiene que discernirse adecuadamente desde
el principio con los candidatos si este es el caso.
Tenemos que ser exigentes", habia dicho el Papa
al padre claretiano Fernando Prado en el libro-
entrevista "La fuerza de la vocacion. La vida con-
sagrada hoy".

El Papa Francisco dejo claro en la entrevista
que se referia a la actividad homosexual entre
sacerdotes y religiosos que hacen votos de casti-
dad y celibato.

"En la vida consagrada o en la del sacerdocio,
no hay lugar para este tipo de afecto", dijo el
Papa. "Por eso, la Iglesia recomienda que las per-
sonas que tengan esta tendencia tan arraigada
no sean aceptadas para el ministerio o la vida
consagrada".

Una instruccién de 2005 de la entonces Con-
gregacion para la Educacion Catolica, aprobada
por el Papa Benedicto XVI, decia que la Iglesia
'no puede admitir al seminario o a las ordenes
sagradas a quienes practiquen la homosexuali-
dad, presenten tendencias homosexuales pro-
fundamente arraigadas o sostenga la asi llamada
'cultura gay''.

Los obispos y los superiores de las 6rdenes re-
ligiosas, responsables de la decisién final sobre
la admision de candidatos al sacerdocio y a la
vida religiosa, han seguido discutiendo y deba-
tiendo el significado de "tendencias homosex-
uales profundamente arraigadas", que al
parecer fue lo que motivo la pregunta al Papa
durante su reunién con la Conferencia Episco-
pal Italiana.

Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de
ninos: La Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston alienta a informar
ante las autoridades civiles ante todo si se ha cometido un delito.
Tambien alentamos a utilizar www.report bishopabuse.org para
hacer un informe sobre cualquier obispo en los EE. UU. Si tiene
motivos para creer que un obispo ha cometido una conducta sex-
ual inapropiada, comuniquese con las autoridades civiles dela ju-
risdiccion correspondiente y visite www.reportbishopabuse.org.

Para informar a las autoridades civiles: comuniquese
con la policia local; los numeros variaran segun su ubicacion. Si
cree que alguien esta en peligro inmediato, llame al 911. Para in-
formar confidencialmente cualquier incidencia de sospecha de
abuso o negligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual,
comuniquese con la Oficina de Servicios de Proteccion Infantil de
Ninos y Familias de West Virginia llamando a la linea directa de
abuso infantil al 800.352.6513. Puede informar anonimamente a
esta linea directa si lo prefiere.

Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La
diocesis alienta a informar a las autoridades civiles apropiadas,
ante todo, si se ha come- tido un delito. La diocesis tambien
alienta a informar a las autoridades eclesiasticas apropiadas. Para
reportar casos sospechosos de abuso sexual de ninos por parte del
personal de la Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston a la Diocesis, co-
muniquese con uno de los siguientes designados al
1.888.434.6237 0 304.233.0880: Sr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; St. Tim
Bishop, ext. 353; Muy Reverendo Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext.
270; o Sor Martha GOmez, ext. 264. Tambien puede llamar a la
Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la Diocesis al 304.230.1504. Tam-

bien puede llamar a la linea directa de abuso sexual de la Diocesis
al 833.230.5656. Los formularios de queja estan disponibles en
linea en www.dwc.org, haga clic en "Diocesis" en la barra de
menu, luego en "Oficinas", luego en "Ambiente seguro", luego
"Descargar archivos y formularios". El formulario se titula "For-
mulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de menores". El
formulario se puede devolver por correo de EE. UU. A: Office of
Safe Environment, Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box
230, Wheeling WV 26003.

Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a
Victimas de la Diocesis: llame a la Erin McFarland, M.Ed.,
LPC, al 304.559.6742.

Ademas de los metodos enumerados anteriormente para de-
nunciar el abuso sexual, la Diocesis tambien se ha asociado con
Navex Global para ofrecer la plataforma EthicsPoint para in-
formar otras inquietudes adicionales, como sospecha de mala
conducta financiera, profesional y personal de un sacerdote,
diacono, religioso, o empleado laico de la Diocesis o cualquier
parroquia o escuela catolica en West Virginia. Se puede acceder
a la plataforma EthicsPoint a traves de www.dwc.org, en “Rendi-
cion de cuentas”, luego “Informar mala conducta” o llamando
al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es un sistema de informes de terce-
ros que informa a las autoridades civiles cuando corresponda y
a las autoridades diocesanas, y la identidad de la persona que in-
forma esta protegida. Enlaces e informacion: Departamento de
Salud y Recursos Humanos de WV: https://www.wvdhhr.org/re-
port.asp. Policia Estatal de Virginia Occidental, Unidad de
Crimenes contra Ninos: 304-293-6400.
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Celebrating a
Year of Blessing
from the Christ
Child Jesus

elebrating a Year of
‘ Blessing from the Christ

Child Jesus, the Basilica
of the Co-Cathedral of the
Sacred Heart hosted the An-
nual Diocesan Shrine Novena
for the Santo Nifio in April. The
celebration included daily
Mass, novena and devotion.
On the last day, Mass was fol-
lowed by novena/benediction
& the procession of the Santo
Nifio statue, shown at right. A
reception followed each day in
the Msgr. Sadie Gathering
Space. The basilica co-cathe-
dral is a pilgrimage site for the
Diocesan Shrine of Santo
Nifno. Martina Hart Photo

NATIONAL
I - Eucharistic
—_— Revival

LEWIS GIANOLA PLLC

Webester J. Arceneaux  Matthew R. Bowles « James A. Gianola
John F. Gianola - Sandra H. Kinney« Mark A. Sadd
Charleston | Morgantown Have You Heard?

A West Virginia law firm www.lewisgianola.com GOD IS DOING SOMETHING NEW—AND
HE IS CALLING YOU TO BE A PART OF IT!

Jesus desires to heal, renew, and unify the Church and the world. How will he do it? By uniting
us once again around the source and summit of our faith—the Holy Eucharist. The National
Eucharistic Revival is the joyful, expectant, grassroots response of the entire Catholic Church
in the U.S. to this divine invitation.

What better time to start
Scan the code below to learn more about the exciting journey ahead, and sign up for weekly

3 = updates on what’s happening in this unprecedented national movement!
Walking with
W | ﬂ N e e d eucharisticrevival.org

than the month of May?

Click here for a free video on getting started

To start this ministry in your parish, contact:
Kathleen Barton, Director of Social Ministry for the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston (304) 233-0880, Ext. 289; kbarton@dwc.org

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store! JOHNSON
B&t We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling A sl : BOILER WO RKS’ INC
Lou W. Nau, Inc. Weldon P. Williams, FD ¢ LIC S ) 455 adse 53 Marshall St
i i 3 B , WV 26031
69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling  Phone (304) 242-6311 “Boots” Jarvis Co-Owher ¢ Sec 309N - nue en(\év&(; 330:3070

louwnau.doitbest.com (304) 337-2311 Steam Boiler Repairs
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Ask your doctor to refer

you to Good Shepherd for:

ISpeech t-hi_@r;;,yh\ _
. Occupational therapy elt

Home for the Age d

304.242.1093

GOOD SHEPHERD

NURSING HOME www.weltyhome.org

__-Rhysit c-a \ e | g

The higher level of

care I need...
and everyone is so kind.

| " _
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304-242-5233
y www.weltyhome.org

Home for the Aged

ESTABLISHED
LEADER IN
STRUGTURAL
HEART CARE

THE MOST ADVANCED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing
staff, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the
only program in West Virginia that offers eight specialized, structural heart
procedures and is one of the few programs in the United States (and

the only one in West Virginia) offering cerebral embolic protection during
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter
mitral valve replacement,

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based techniques to treat all
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

OUR TEAM

J

o
Deep‘ik Hnnda MD
Interventional Cardiology Interventional Cardiology

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiclogy

David Michael Campsey MD

Learn more at: MyWVUHeart.com

Appointments: 304-243-8362

YWWVUHeart&Vascular
Institute




