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Diocese Announces
New Measures to

Enhance Child

Protection Program

WEST VIRGINIA—As part of his ongoing commit-
ment to the protection of young people in our Diocese,
Bishop Mark Brennan released the letter below to all
priests, parish staff, school staff and volunteers to an-
nounce additional measures to enhance the Child Pro-
tection program.

The letter details new requirements for all those who
work and volunteer in our parishes and schools in any
capacity. Please read the letter to learn more about these
new protocols as well as other steps being taken to en-
sure the safety of our young people.

If you serve within your parish or school and these
new protocols apply to your ministry, more informa-
tion will be released to you soon from the Office of Safe
Environment.

D1ociEsE oF WHEELING-CHARLESTON

1311 BYRON STREET
Post Orrice Box 230
‘WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA 26003

OFFICE OF THE BisHor

May 21, 2024

Dear brothers and sisters in ministry,

One of my priorities as your Bishop has been to en-
sure that our parishes, schools, youth groups and camps
are safe for young people. To that end I have worked in
concert with our Child Protection Office, headed by
Sharon Goudy, and our independent lay-led Review
Board to put the sad legacy of child abuse by clergy and
other Church personnel well behind us. From what I
have seen, our efforts have made a great difference.

Today, I write to inform you about another measure
to enhance our Child Protection program. Following
the recommendation of the third-party firm that audits
all the dioceses of the United States for compliance with
the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People and as a matter of best practice, | am implement-
ing yearly continuing Safe Environment education,
starting this year. Going forward, yearly Safe Environ-
ment continuing education will be required of all dioc-
esan employees and volunteers. This will entail comple-
tion of a yearly module and monthly bulletins for all
employees and volunteers.

Keeping this matter in the forefront of our minds is ifth-grader Kamilla Mork of Sacred Heart Grade School in Charleston places a
critical to maintaining a safe environment for the crown of flowers on the head of a statue of Mary at the school’s May Crowning
young and for vulnerable adults where they worship, May 10 at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Charleston. May
study, recreate and camp. More information will be sent is the month of Mary. (Courtesy Photo)

See “Program” on Page 2
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Cont’d from Page 1
to you from the Office of Safe Environment re-
garding the timeline and details for completing
this yearly training.

We expect to implement this continuing
education in phases and will rely primarily on
our existing awareness training provider, VIR-
TUS. With an electronic platform and a built-in
tracking mechanism, VIRTUS makes it conven-
ient and easy to complete and document train-
ing. Look for more specific information and di-
rection from the Office of Safe Environment in
the coming weeks.

I am proud to report that our Safe Environ-
ment program has gained strength in the past
tew years, so that we have reached levels of
compliance never before achieved. This is to the
good of our young people and vulnerable
adults. We must continue to move forward on
this path for the benefit of those whom the Lord
calls us to serve.

Not long before my arrival in August, 2019,
the Diocese released a list of clergy credibly ac-
cused of child abuse, an important gesture that

served as a catalyst for the healing process in
West Virginia. Since then, other important steps
have been taken to upgrade our protection ef-
forts. Among them are:

e mandatory fingerprinting and FBI back-
ground checks for priests, deacons, seminarians
and Catholic school personnel;

e consolidating the recordkeeping of compli-
ance data through VIRTUS to allow employees
and volunteers to work smarter, not harder,
leaving them more time for ministry;

e contracting with a third-party reporting
system called EthicsPoint to capture concerns
regarding clergy as well as employees and vol-
unteers;

e on-site audits every year by a third-party
firm utilized by the Bishops’ Conference rather
than every three years (the Charter’s mandate)
and other audits performed by our fingerprint-
ing firm, Corporate Security Investigations, in
our Catholic schools;

e expanding since 2023 the scope of the in-
dependent Review Board to include not only
sexual abuse of minors by clergy in accordance
with the Charter but also inappropriate behav-
ior toward adults, including but not limited to

boundary violations, harassment, sexual ha-
rassment, grooming and financial impro-
prieties. (The Review Board consists of experts
in human resources, mental health, medicine
and law enforcement.)

e revising the Safe Environment section of
the dwc.org website to include more informa-
tion and be more transparent; and

e publishing annually the Diocese’s financial
audit report.

My desire, which I trust you share, is to make
our parishes, schools, youth groups and camps
as safe as possible for our children, young
people and vulnerable adults in order that they
may flourish physically, mentally and spirit-
ually as children of God. They deserve this ef-
fort on our part. I count on you to join me in
making it happen.

Thank you for your service to God and those
who benefit from your efforts. May God bless
you and keep you close to Him.

Sincerely in Christ,

+ WMl £, Brewne,
+Mark E. Brennan
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston

To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse
of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
encourages reporting to civil authorities first and
foremost if a crime has been committed. We also en-
courage utilizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to
make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If you
have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in
sexual misconduct or has interfered with an investi-
gation into sexual misconduct, please contact civil
authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit
www.reportbishop abuse.org. To Report to Civil
Authorities: Contact your local law enforce-
ment: numbers will vary based on your location. If
you believe someone is in immediate danger, call
911. To confidentially report any incidence of sus-
pected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and
Families’ Child Protective Services by calling the
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. You may re-
port anonymously to this hotline if you prefer. To
Report to Diocesan Authorities: The diocese

encourages reporting to the appropriate civil au-
thorities first and foremost if a crime has been com-
mitted. The diocese also encourages reporting to the
appropriate church authorities. To report suspected
cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, con-
tact one of the following designees at 1.888.434.6237
or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim
Bishop, ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr.,
V.E., ext. 270; or Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. You may
also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at
304.230.1504. You may also call the Diocese’s sexual
abuse hotline at 833.230.5656. Additional methods
of reporting are available at www.dwc.org, under
“Accountability.” Complaint forms are available on-
line at www.dwec.org, click “Diocese” on the menu
bar, then “Offices,” then “Safe Environment”, then
“Download Files and Forms.” The form is titled
“Complaint Form for Allegations of Sexual Abuse of
a Minor.” The form may be returned via U.S. mail to:
Office of Safe Environment, Diocese of Wheeling-

Sexual Abuse Awareness Training

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops requires all Dioceses/Eparchies have a
Safe Environment Program for the protection of children and young people. In ac-
cordance with these requirements, the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe Envi-
ronment Program consists of the following components for persons seeking employ-
ment or to volunteer, directly or indirectly, with children: background check; receipt
Relating to Sexual Abuse of Children; and sexual abuse aware-
ness training for adults. Sexual abuse awareness training may be completed online
or via live workshop. For more information , go to www.dwc.org, click “Diocese”,

of the Diocese’s Poli

then “Offices,” then “Office of Safe Environment.”

Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. To
Report to the Diocese’s Victim Assistance Co-
ordinator: please call Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC,
at 304.559.6742. In addition to the methods listed
above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has
partnered with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint
platform to report other, additional concerns, such as
suspected financial, professional, and personal mis-
conduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee
of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in
West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be ac-
cessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”,
then “Report Misconduct” or by calling
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting
system that reports to civil authorities where applica-
ble and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the
person reporting is protected. Links and informa-
tion: WV Department of Health and Human Re-
sources: https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. West
Virginia State Police, Crimes Against Children Unit:
304-293-6400.

The Catholic Spirit’s Print Schedule for 2024

(Digital issues will continue to be published by date every Friday, de-
livered by e-mail and posted on thecatholicspiritwv.org)

This is the new print publication schedule for The Catholic Spirit. Each
print issue is named for a memorial, feast day, or celebration of the Church

within the month of publication. The following provides the name of the
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Feast Day, August 15

Month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

The Catholic Spirit publication date

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

The Catholic Spirit publication date
for this issue is August 2

Exaltation of the Holy Cross

issue; the date of the memorial, feast day, or celebration; and the publication

Our Lady of the Rosary

Memorial, October 7

The Catholic Spirit publication date
for this issue is October 4

Advent

First Sunday of Advent, December 1
The Catholic Spirit publication date
for this issue is November 29

Christmas

toeachregistered Catholichousehold free of charge. Donations to help offset the costof producing
The Catholic Spiritare welcomed. Out-of-diocese subscriptions are $25 annually. The Catholic Spirit
intends its news reports to be fair and accurate in every regard. The opinions of correspondents do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Catholic Spirit. Submission of news releases, stories and
color photos welcomed and encouraged. Not responsible for unsolicited material.

Feast Day, September 14
The Catholic Spirit publication date
for this issue is September 6

Feast Day, December 25
The Catholic Spirit publication date
for this issue is December 20
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U.S. Bishops Sue EEOC over Regulation Adding
Abortion to Pregnant Worker Protections

By Kate Scanlon, OSV News

WASHINGTON (OSV News)
— The U.S. Catholic bishops’ con-
ference, alongside other Catholic
groups, filed suit May 22 against a
federal agency for including abor-
tion in regulations implementing a
law meant to add workplace pro-
tections for pregnant workers.

Final regulations for the Preg-
nant Workers Fairness Act, issued
by the Equal Employment Oppoz-
tunity Commission in April, grant
workers protections for time off
and other job accommodations for
pregnancy-related medical con-
ditions such as miscarriage, still-
birth and lactation — but also for
abortion, which was opposed by
many of the bill’s supporters, in-
cluding the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

Chieko  Noguchi, USCCB
spokeswoman, told OSV News May
23 that the conference “enthusias-
tically supported passage of this
law, because it had nothing to do
with abortion.”

The conference, Noguchi said,
supported the legislation’s “rea-
sonable accommodations and
things like paid time off and mod-
ified work schedules.”

“We supported that because we
believe it’s important to help pro-
tect the well-being of expectant
mothers and their preborn chil-
dren,” she added.

“But the EEOC, which is an un-
elected federal agency, hijacked the
law, which doesn’t mention abozr-
tion at all,” she said, adding the
EEOC'’s regulation is “mandating
that employers accommodate em-
ployee abortions.”

As such, she said, the regulation
would, in effect, force the USCCB
to “knowingly support employees
as they get abortions, and it forbids
us from encouraging them to
choose life.”

“It bans us from operating in ac-
cordance with church teaching,”
Noguchi said. “So that’s why we
have filed this lawsuit.”

A spokesperson for the EEOC re-
ferred OSV News to the Justice De-
partment for comment. The latter
did not immediately respond.

The EEOC regulations govern
the implementation of the Preg-
nant Workers Fairness Act, biparti-
san legislation passed by Congress
and signed into law by President
Joe Biden in December 2022. The
law went into effect in June 2023
and prohibits employment prac-
tices that discriminate against
making reasonable accommoda-
tions for qualified employees due

to their pregnancy, childbirth “or
related medical conditions.” The
final regulations for the law were
published in April 2024.

Many pro-life activists, includ-
ing the USCCB, supported the
legislation. But the EEOC regula-
tion governing the implementa-
tion of that law, issued after it was
enacted, contained broad language
including abortion among “related
medical conditions,” and the po-
tential circumstances for which
employers may have to grant work-
place accommodations, such as
time off for medical appointments
or additional rest breaks.

In an April 15 statement about
the final regulation, EEOC Chair
Charlotte A. Burrows said the law
“gives pregnant workers clear ac-
cess to reasonable accommoda-
tions that will allow them to keep
doing their jobs safely and effec-
tively, free from discrimination
and retaliation.”

Becket, a Washington-based re-
ligious liberty law firm, filed a law-
suit in the U.S. District Court for
the Western District of Louisiana
on behalf of the USCCB, as well as
The Catholic University of America
and the dioceses of Lake Charles
and Lafayette in Louisiana.

The complaint, filed in in the
U.S. District Court for the Western
District of Louisiana, states that
“Congress was right and EEOC is
wrong.”

“The PWFA is not an abortion
accommodation mandate. Rather,
it fills a gap in federal employment
law by ensuring pregnant women
receive workplace accommoda-
tions to protect their pregnancies
and their preborn children,” it
said.

Daniel Blomberg, vice president
and senior counsel for Becket, told
OSV News that the case is impor-
tant because the Pregnant Workers
Fairness Act itself is a “really good
law.”

“It’s about protecting pregnant
women and their children in the
workplace,” Blomberg said. “The
idea is that you want to have a
healthy pregnancy and a healthy
childbirth, and that’s great for a
healthy country. That’s why
USCCB supported that law. That’s
why a lot of folks supported this bi-
partisan law.”

But the law, he said, “has been
hijacked by a partisan EEOC that is
trying to use a law about healthy
pregnancy to force abortion on em-
ployers nationwide, including reli-
gious employers, and that’s just
not right.”

When asked what EEOC could
do to rectify the issue from Becket’s
perspective, Blomberg replied, “It’s
an easy fix: Do what Congress
said.”

“Congress said, ‘We’re here to
protect pregnancy and child-
birth,”” he said. “So let’s protect
pregnancy and childbirth.”

“The core components of this
(law) is about protecting moms
protecting kids,” Blomberg added.
“That’s wonderful. That’s good. We
should do that.”

Peter Kilpatrick, Catholic Uni-
versity’s president, said in a May
23 statement regarding the
university’s suit against the EEOC
that the school has “shown our
commitment to supporting the
mothers who are a crucial part of
our community.” He pointed to
Catholic University’s Guadalupe
Project, which was created to sup-
port expectant mothers on cam-
pus, saying, “We will continue this
work.”

He added that the EEOC regula-
tion creates the possibility of “sub-
stantial liability for employers who
express and enforce life-affirming
policies and practices in the work-
place,” and diminished religious
protections.

“The Catholic University of
America community remains
steadfast in our commitments to
upholding the sanctity of life and
supporting women and pregnant
mothers in the workplace,” Kilpa-
trick said. “We firmly reject any
suggestion of tension between
those two core commitments. We
can — and we do — support women
as they grow their families, and we
believe it is possible to do so whole-
heartedly while also supporting
the dignity of life at all stages. Our
mission to cultivate a culture of
love, respect, and compassion de-
mands nothing less.”

(Kate Scanlon is a national re-
porter for OSV News covering
Washington.)

Quo Vadis
Retreat

Midtle chool Discernmen

Boys in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades are invited!
Noon on June 17
through 1pm on June 20
Priest Field Pastoral Center

Kearneysville, WV

Campers will enjoy outdoor activities including:

Prayer ¢ Kayaking * Discernment

Camp Fire * Games

Opportunities for Charitable and Spiritual

Works of Mercy

The camp is statted by laypeople, priests

and seminarians from the

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.

RETREAT IS FREEM
To Register, scan the OR code or visit WVPriesls.urg

t Retreal
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REMEMBERING OUR FALLEN HEROES

MEMORIAL DAY MASS

CELEBRATE - HONOR - REMEMBER

JOIN Us As WE WALK WITH JESUS THROUGH THE CITY OF WHEELING

MOUNT CALVARY CEMETERY DURING THE NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL
PRIESTS' CIRCLE ALTAR

1685 NATIONAL ROAD, WHEELING, WV ) A\ THE CELEBRATION BEGINS WITH 10:30 A.M. MASS
AT THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOSEPH
MASS CELEBRATED BY
MOST REVEREND MARK E. BRENNAN
BISHOP OF WHEELING-CHARLESTON

PROCESSION FOLLOWS TO ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH

FREE CATERED MEAL WILL FOLLOW

BUS TRANSPORTATION WILL BE PROVIDED FOR THOSE 3|
‘%Dtm oF WHEELING-CHARLESTON v WHO ARE UNABLE TO WALK THE PROCESSION ROUTE i -

Have You Heard?

GOD IS DOING SOMETHING
NEW—AND HE IS CALLING
YOU TO BE A PART OF IT!

We are in the midst of a National Eucharistic Revival. Why?
Because the Church needs healing, and the world needs
Jesus. The Holy Spirit is inviting us to return to the source
and summit of our faith—the Eucharist.

Scan the code to learn more about the exciting journey
ahead, and sign up for weekly updates on what’s happening
in this unprecedented national movement!

eucharisticrevival.org




May 24, 2024

The Catholic Spirit 5

Join in Prayer for Deacon Soplinski on the Eve of
His Ordination to Priesthood

By Colleen Rowan

amily, friends, and faithful
Fcoming to Wheeling for Dea-

con John Soplinski’s ordina-
tion to priesthood on May 31 at 5
p-m. at the Cathedral of St. Joseph
in Wheeling, are invited to gather
in prayer for him the night before
ata Holy Hour with Exposition and
Benediction of the Most Blessed
Sacrament.

Father Brian Crenwelge, direc-
tor of Vocations for the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston, hopes all
will join in this time of prayer be-
tore our Lord at 6 p.m. May 30 at
the cathedral.

“The holy hour is our way of
coming before our Lord humbly
and entrusting Deacon John to
Him to guide him as a faithful
priest,” said Father Crenwelge,
who is also pastor of St. John Uni-
versity Parish in Morgantown and
director of Campus Ministry for
West Virginia University in Mor-
gantown.

Deacon Soplinski’s ordination
to priesthood will be the first pres-
byteral ordination for the Diocese
of Wheeling-Charleston in three
years. A great gift for him is the
faithful coming together in prayer
at the holy hour to ask the Lord to
give him the grace he needs in
priesthood.

“God works through humility,”
Father Crenwelge said. “Deacon
John will serve our Lord’s people in
West Virginia, so we are humbly
asking the Lord to protect him and
to give him the grace to be a good

and faithful priest for them. This is
why I believe it is such an impor-
tant and beautiful moment for us can come.”

as a diocese to come together and
pray for him. I hope many people

s
Ml

to the priesthood, May 31, 2024.

seminarians of the diocese will be

RDINATION

b pm, May 30th
Cathedral of St. Joseph
Wheeling, WV

Let us gather and pray
for Deacon John Soplinski

as he will be ordained

Photo lllustration by Joyce Bibey

Priests, deacons, religious, and holy hour praying for Deacon So-
plinski on the eve of his ordina-

joining the faithful as well at the tion.

Diocesan Official Appointments

Bishop Mark Brennan has made public
the following appointments:

Father John Gallagher is appointed
designated pastor of Parkersburg Catholic
Elementary School for a term of one year, ef-
fective June 19, 2024. This is in addition to
his current assignment as Pastor of St. Mi-
chael Parish in Vienna.

In consultation with Bishop Moises Mag-
pantay Cuevas, Vicar Apostolic of Calapan,
Philippines, Father Rey Landicho is ap-
pointed administrator of St. Peter Parish in
Welch, Sacred Heart Mission in Powhatan,
Our Lady of Victory Chapel in Gary, and
Holy Cross Chapel in Pineville with res-
idence at the parish rectory in Welch, effec-
tive June 19, 2024.

In consultation with Very Rev. Dr.
Thomas Kalariparambil, provincial superior
of the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales,
South-West India Province, Father
Abraham P. Schariah, MSFS, is ap-
pointed administrator of St. Margaret
Mary Parish in Parkersburg with residence
at the parish rectory, effective June 19,
2024.
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CCWVa President & CEO
Gives Commencement
Address at West Virginia
Wesleyan College

BUCKHANNON — As the
speaker during West Virginia
Wesleyan College’s 133rd
Commencement Exercise em-
phasized giving to others, the
Class of 2024 demonstrated
they are hearing the call by
raising support for the Center
tor Counseling and Well-Being
on Campus to benefit students
in the future.

Mark Phillips, president
and chief executive officer of
Catholic Charities West Vir-
ginia, gave the commence-
ment address entitled “A De-
tense of Insignificance” and
encouraged the graduates to
consider how they can give to
others.

“By putting aside our own
innate selfish interests and
recognizing our own insignifi-
cance, we can focus on the
present moment, on the per-
son beside us, on the people in
our communities and the
people in our world,” Phillips
said. “We add meaning in our
lives and we increase our sense
of satisfaction.”

“You must change your life.
I challenge you to make your-

self smaller, to lose your lives
so that you might save them,
to give yourself to your neigh-
bor with love and humility,”
he said. “To the class of 2024,
[ wish you luck and I wish you
a meaningful life.”

The commencement cere-
mony was held in Wesley
Chapel on May 11.

Phillips joined Catholic
Charities West Virginia in
2019 as northern regional di-
rector before being promoted
to chief operating officer in
March 2022 and chief execu-
tive officer in May 2023.

The class of 2024 chose the
Center for Counseling and
Well-Being as the recipient of
their class gift.

Mark Phillips, president and
CEO of Catholic Charities
West Virginia, gives the com-
mencement address at West
Virginia Wesleyan College’s
133rd Commencement Exer-
cise May 11.

Photo courtesy of West Virginia
Wesleyan College

FORMING 1§
CONSCIENCES

>~ FAITHFUL

" CITIZENSHIP

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’s
teaching document on political engagement,
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizen-

ship,” provides guidance to Catholic voters

during a presidential election year.
(OSV News/Courtesy USCCB)

Click here to read the document


https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf
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CATHOLIC

SHARING APPEAL
dwec.org/CSA
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In ‘60 Minutes’

Interview, Pope

Clarifies Same-Sex

Blessings, Speaks

out Against War

By Gina Christian, OSV
News

(OSV News) — In the la-
test comment from the Vati-
can on “Fiducia Supplicans,”
the controversial declaration
issued by the Vatican’s Dicas-
tery for the Doctrine of the
Faith in December 2023 that
includes guidelines on the
blessing of same-sex couples,
Pope Francis clarified that he
didn’t allow blessings of “the
union” but of “each person.”

“What I allowed was not to
bless the union,” the pope said,
correcting the question of CBS
journalist and interviewer
Norah O’Donnell, who stated
within her question that the
pope had “decided to allow
Catholic priests to bless same-
sex couples.”

“That cannot be done be-
cause that is not the sacra-
ment. I cannot. The Lord made
it that way,” said Pope Francis,
according to the English trans-
lation provided in voiceover
by CBS. “But to bless each per-
son, yes. The blessing is for ev-
eryone. For everyone. To bless
a homosexual-type union, ho-
wever, goes against the given
right, against the law of the
church. But to bless each per-
son, why not? The blessing is
for all. Some people were scan-
dalized by this. But why? Ev-
eryone! Everyone!”

The Spanish-language
video, however, reveals thatin-
stead of “given right,” Pope
Francis said “natural law,”
which, as the Catechism of the
Catholic Church teaches,
“states the first and essential
precepts which govern the
moral life.”

“Fiducia Supplicans,”
which sparked international
uproar within the church, was
just one of the many topics
touched on in the wide-rang-
ing interview that covered the
pope’s thoughts on war, a
“globalization of indiffer-
ence,” conservativism in the
church, antisemitism and U.S.
policy toward migrants.

The pope spoke with
O’Donnell April 24 at his res-
idence, Casa Santa Marta
(Domus Sanctae Marthae). A
roughly 13-minute portion of

the interview aired May 19 on
“60 Minutes,” the long-
running newsmagazine of the
CBS Television Network, with
the balance of the session that
was to be broadcast in a one-
hour primetime special May
20 on the network and on the
Paramount+ streaming plat-
form.

The pair were seated be-
neath a large image of Our
Lady Undoer of Knots, a Ma-
rian devotion from 18th-cen-
tury Germany that is a favorite
of Pope Francis, who learned of
itsome 40 yearsago fromanun
he had met while he was com-
pleting his doctoral thesis in
that nation.

As a follow-up to the topic
of same-sex blessings, O’'Don-
nell reminded Pope Francis of
his previous remarks that “ho-
mosexuality is not a crime,”
qualifying of “unjust” laws
criminalizing the condition of
same-sex attraction, which the
church recognizes as “objec-
tively disordered” while cal-
ling for such persons to exer-
cise chastity and self-mastery,
and to be treated with respect
and compassion.

Homosexuality is a
human fact,” Pope Francis told
O’Donnell.

She asked him how he
would respond to “conserva-
tive bishops in the United
States that oppose your new ef-
forts to revisit teachings and
traditions.”

In his reply, Pope Francis
defined a conservative as the
“suicidal attitude” of “onewho
clings to something and does
not want to see beyond that.”

“One thing is to take tradi-

“"

tion into account, to consider
situations from the past, but
quite another is to be closed up
inside a dogmatic box,” he
said.

Throughout the interview,
Pope Francis underscored his
soft-spoken but energetic re-
sponses — delivered in his
native Spanish through an in-
terpreter — with emphatic ges-
tures, shifting occasionally in
his chairand appearing tobein
good health, despite a bout
with bronchitis earlier this year
that saw him taken to the hos-
pital for tests.

Asked by O’Donnell if the
Catholic Church had “done
enough” to reform and repent
of clerical sexual abuse, Pope
Francis said “it must continue
to do more” since “the tragedy
of the abuses is enormous.”

He also stressed the need to
“not only ... not permit it but
to put in place the conditions
so that it does not happen.”

“It cannot be tolerated,”
Pope Francis said. “When
thereisacase ofareligiousman
or woman who abuses, the full
force of the law falls upon
them. In this there has been a
great deal of progress.”

O’Donnell, in the May 19
excerpt, did not ask Pope Fran-
cis about Father Marko Rup-

nob
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OSV News Photo/Adam Verdugo, courtesy, 60 minutes, CBS NEWS
Pope Francis sits down exclusively with “CBS Evening News” anchor Norah O’Donnell at the Vatican
April 24, for an interview ahead of the Vatican’s inaugural World Children’s Day. The CBS interview
marked the first time a pope has given an in-depth, one-on-one interview to a U.S. broadcast network,
according to CBS. A roughly 13-minute portion of the interview aired May 19 on “60 Minutes,” CBS’
long-running newsmagazine, with the balance of the session that was to be broadcast in a one-hour
prime-time special May 20.

nik, the Slovenian-born priest
who was expelled from the So-
ciety of Jesus in June 2023, and
who has gained international
recognition both for hisliturgi-
cal art and for the numerous
accusations of sexual, spiritual
and psychological abuse lev-
eled against him in the course
of his career.

O’Donnell did ask Pope
Francis about the children of
Gaza ahead of the Catholic
Church’s inaugural World
Children’s Day May 25-26, an
observance instituted by the
Vatican's Dicastery for Culture
and Education.

When O’Donnell, citing
the United Nations, said that
more than a million in Gaza,
mostly children, would face
famine on World Children’s
Day, Pope Francis replied, “Not
just in Gaza. Think of Uk-
raine.”

He said that many of the
Ukrainian children who come
to the Vatican “don’t know
how to smile ... they have for-
gotten how to smile. And that
is very painful.”

Now s the
time

[alk]
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As a follow-up question,
O’Donnell asked if the pope
had a message for Russian
leader Vladimir Putin, who or-
dered the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022.

“Please, warring countries,
all of them, stop. Stop the war,”
replied Pope Francis. “You
must find a way of negotiating
for peace. Strive for peace. Ane-
gotiated peace is always better
than an endless war.”

O’Donnell asked the pope
how to address international
division over the Israel-Hamas
war, which has sparked “big
protests on college campuses
and growing antisemitism.”

“Allideologyisbad, and an-
tisemitism is an ideology, and
it is bad,” said Pope Francis.
“Any ‘anti’ is always bad. You
can criticize one government
or another, the government of
[srael, the Palestinian govern-
ment. You can criticize all you
want, but not ‘anti’ a people.
Neither anti-Palestinian, nor
antisemitic. No.”

Asked by O’Donnell if he
could help negotiate peace,
the pope sighed and replied,
“What I can dois pray. I pray a

See “Pope” on Page 9
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lot for peace. And also, to sug-
gest, ‘Please, stop. Negotiate.””

O’'Donnell also asked Pope
Francis for his thoughts on the
state of Texas’ efforts to shutter
Annunciation House, a Catho-
lic nonprofit sheltering mi-
grants at the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der.

“That is madness. Sheer
madness. To close the border
and leave them there, that is
madness,” he said. “The mi-
grant has tobereceived. There-
after you see how you are
going to deal with him. Maybe
you have to send him back, I
don’t know, but each case
ought to be considered hu-
manely.”

Recalling the pope’s July
2013 visit to Lampedusa — the
Italian island to which thou-

Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Charleston

sands of migrants have fled,
with thousands more perish-
ing while crossing the Mediter-
ranean — O’Donnell asked
Pope Francis to speak about
“the globalization of indiffer-
ence.”

“People wash their hands!”
he answered. “There are so
many Pontius Pilates on the
loose out there ... who see
what is happening, the wars,
the injustice, the crimes ...
(They say), ‘That’s OK, that’s
OK’ and wash their hands. ...
That is what happens when
the heart hardens ... and be-
comes indifferent.

“Please, we have to get our
hearts to feel again,” Pope
Francis implored. “We cannot
remain indifferent in the face
of such human dramas. The
globalization of indifference is
a very ugly disease. Very ugly.”

No reference was made to

another hot button topic:
women in the clergy, exceptin
a post-interview narration in
which O’Donnell said that al-
though the pope had ap-
pointed more women to posi-
tions of church power than his
predecessors, “he told us he
opposes allowing women to be
ordained as priests or dea-
cons.”

In a particularly poignant
moment in the interview,
O’Donnell asked the pope
about the church’s rejection of
surrogacy, saying she knows
women who are cancer survi-
vors for whom the practice has
become “the only hope” for
having a child.

Pope Francis reaffirmed
church teaching on the point,
saying that surrogacy has
sometimes “become a busi-
ness, and that is very bad.”

He also said that for infer-

tile women, “the other hope is
adoption,” and stressed that
“in each case the situation
should be carefully and clearly
considered, consulting medi-
cally and then morally as
well.”

The pope commended
O’Donnell for her sensitivity
toward people that “in some
cases (surrogacy) is the only
chance,” saying with a warm
smile, “It shows that you feel
these things very deeply.
Thank you.”

O’Donnell, in turn, said the
pope has inspired hope among
many “because you have been
more open and accepting per-
haps than any other previous
leaders of the church.”

Reiterating a cry he issued
at World Youth Day 2023 in
Lisbon, Pope Francis said that
the church is open to “every-
one, everyone, everyone.”

3p, June 7, 2024 |

“The Gospel is for every-
one,” he emphasized. “If the
church places a customs officer
at the door, that is no longer
the church of Christ.”

The May 19 segment con-
cluded with O’'Donnell asking
the pope what gave him hope.

“Everything,” Pope Francis
said. “You see tragedies, but
you also see so many beautiful
things ... heroic mothers, he-
roic men, men who have
hopes and dreams, women
who look to the future. That
gives me a lot of hope. People
want to live. People forge
ahead. And people are funda-
mentally good. We are all
fundamentally good. Yes,
there are some rogues and
sinners, but the heart itself is
good.”

(Gina Christian is a mul-
timedia reporter for OSV
News.)

Photo lllustration by Joyce Bibey
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National Eucharistic Pilgrimage Journeys Begin

on Pentecost, Inviting Torrents of Grace on U.S.

.
Vancouver

NEVADA

L
Los Angeles

By OSV News

LAKE ITASCA, Minn. (OSV
News) — An unassuming stream —
just 18 feet across — pours forth
from Lake Itasca, forming the start
of the Mississippi River’s winding
flow down 2,552 miles to the Gulf
of Mexico. At this very point
among the Northern Minnesota
pines, Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens
held high a golden monstrance on
the afternoon of May 19, tracing
the sign of the cross over the waters
and the people gathered — a hum-
ble gesture pleading for a mighty
river of grace to flow for the Na-
tional Eucharistic Revival.

Here at the start of the waters
once blessed and named by the ear-
liest Catholic missionaries as the

United States
of America

Monterrey

“River of the Immaculate Concep-
tion” — the bishop of Crookston,
Minnesota, carrying Jesus in the
Eucharist, turned onto a trail into
the woods of Itasca State Park, fol-
lowed by pilgrims whose hymns
and psalms were punctuated by
long periods of meditative silence
— and short bursts of rain from the
cloudy gray sky.

The Marian Route of the Na-
tional Eucharistic Pilgrimage had
begun at last.

The May 19 blessing of the Mis-
sissippi River headwaters marked
the launch of the northern route of
the National Eucharistic Pilgrim-
age, an eight-week journey with
the Eucharist from four compass
points across the U.S. All routes

.
Toronto 1AMPSHIRE

The
Bahamas

OSV News illustration/courtesy National Eucharistic Congress
This is an updated map showing the four routes of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage to the National Eucharistic Congress in 2024. The pilgrimage launched from four points
in the U.S. May 18-19 and converges eight weeks later in Indianapolis for the July 17-21 congress.

began their treks May 18-19, Pente-
cost weekend, with the other three
routes starting from Brownsville,
Texas; New Haven, Connecticut;
and San Francisco.

The pilgrimage is part of the Na-
tional Eucharistic Revival, a three-
year initiative launched in 2022 by
the U.S. bishops to inspire a deeper
love and reverence for Jesus in the
Eucharist, after a Pew Research
Center survey found only one-
third of U.S. Catholics believed the
church’s teaching of Jesus being
truly present in the Eucharist.

From these four directions, the
pilgrimage routes trace what or-
ganizers call “a sign of the cross
over the nation,” as pilgrims tra-
verse a combined 6,500 miles ac-

ross 27 states and 65 dioceses,
through small towns, large cities
and rural countryside — often on
foot, always with the Eucharist —
until they converge in Indianapolis
for the July 17-21 National Eucha-
ristic Congress.

“Brothers and sisters, the revival
has to begin with you and me, and
has to begin with our repentance,
humbling ourselves, turning from
our sin,” Bishop Cozzens, who
chairs the board of the National Eu-
charistic Congress Inc., which is re-
sponsible for overseeing the con-
gress in Indianapolis, told an esti-
mated 2,500 people gathered for
the outdoor Pentecost Mass held in
a field near the state park’s

See “Pilgrimage” on Page 11
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entrance just prior to the

headwaters’ blessing.

He encouraged them to
seek to receive the Eucha-
rist worthily through
frequent confession,
ideally monthly.

“That’s when the power
of the Holy Spirit will be
able to inhabit our hearts,”
Bishop Cozzens said, cal-
ling them to undergo a
“personal Pentecost,” and
to ask the Lord “to enkindle
in our hearts his fire, so
that I can be the saint that
he’s calling me to be.”

As the pilgrims mean-
dered with the Eucharist
through the wooded state
park, cyclists and hikers re-
spectfully stopped and
waited for the procession to
pass. Some, like Tom and
Jeanne Young, dropped to
their knees.

“You recognize that
Jesus is really present, and
here he is right with us,”
Jeanne Young said.

Juan Diego Route:
‘The Spirit moves us to
join Christ’

from Corpus Christi, Texas,
to join the May 19 launch
of the southern route. He
explained that at points of
the Eucharistic procession
in Brownsville, the Blessed
Sacrament was being trans-
ported in an open trailer
decorated with white

flowers pulled by a white
truck, as hundreds of
people followed. He added
that people in their cars, or
on the side of the road,
would make the sign of the
cross when seeing Jesus in
the Eucharist passing by
them.

About 350-500 people
joined the day’s observanc-
es, according to a diocesan
official.

Reyna said that organiz-
ers had not expected “to
have hundreds of people
walk in the Texas heat, and
yet people did, and people

were just wanting to keep
walking, and keep walk-
ing.”

“It was just amazing to
see that,” he said.

Shayla Elm, one of the
perpetual pilgrims who
See “Pilgrimage” on
Page 12

NATIONAL
Eucharistic
Pilgrimage

Be Part of this Historic Event!

The pilgrimage comes to the Northern
Panhandle of West Virginia June 20-24
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St. ElIzabeth Ann Seton route

e g

Welcome perpetual pilgrims to the Mountain State!

Gather with them for Masses, Fucharistic Adoration, Fucharistic Processions,

praise and worship, and special programs as their share their experiences.
Watch the Eucharistic Procession on the Ohio River led by Bishop Mark

——

Pilgrimage Events

National Eucharistic Pilgrimage

St. Joseph the Worker Church: Meet the

Thursday, June 20,

Kickoff in Weirton

Brennan and Bishop Paul J. Bradley and receive a blessing. Pilgrimage events perpetual pilgrims and gather for Mass,

In contrast to the gray
skies and cool temperatures
of Northern Minnesota, the
pilgrims and faithful gath-
ered for the launch of the
St. Juan Diego Route had
bright blue skies and the
Texas heat for the start of
their journey at the south-
ernmost tip of the U.S.

“The Holy Spirit moves
us to join Christ in his sac-
rifice and in glorifying the
Father, and we move with
Christ because the Spirit
moves us,” Brownsville
Bishop Daniel E. Flores told
the hundreds of Catholics
who filled the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Brownsville, Texas,
to overflowing May 19 for
the Pentecost solemn Mass.

The Mass, celebrated
in English and Spanish,
marked the start of the
southern pilgrimage route
named for St. Juan Diego
Cuauhtlatoatzin, the In-
digenous Catholic vision-
ary who saw Our Lady of
Guadalupe and had a deep
devotion to the Eucharist.

Jaime Reyna, part of the
National Eucharistic Con-
gress’ planning team, came

JOHNSON

BOILER WORKS, INC

53 Marshall St.
Benwood, WV 26031
(304) 232-3070
Steam Boiler Repairs

Weirton:
St. Joseph the Worker
Sacred Heart of Mary
St. Paul’s

are open to all! Full schedule is on the right.

Participating Northern Panhandle Parishes

Wheeling:
Cathedral of St. Joseph
St. Alphonsus

For more information, visit:

www.eucharisticpilgrimage.org/st-elizabeth-ann-seton-route

Adoration, and praise and worship—8-9 a.m.

Eucharistic Procession from St. Joseph the
Worker to Sacred Heart of Mary Church with
Adoration and Benediction to follow—
begins at 9:30 a.m.

Sharing Session & Reflection by Perpetual
Pilgrims at Sacred Heart of Mary—11 a.m.-
noon

Eucharistic Adoration with praise and
worship at St. Paul Church—7-8 p.m.

Friday, June 21

Morning Mass with the perpetual pilgrims
at Sacred Heart of Mary—8:30-9 a.m.

Breakfast with Perpetual Pilgrims at Sacred
Heart of Mary —9:30-10:30 a.m.

Sunday, June 23
“Put Out into the Deep” on the
Ohio River!”

Bishop Mark Brennan and Bishop Paul
Bradley, apostolic administrator of the
Diocese of Steubenville, will board a
sternwheeler and lead a Eucharistic
Procession down the Ohio River. Boater-
cade with the two bishops leaves the
Steubenville Marina at noon and will stop
at four sites on both sides of the river where
faithful can receive a blessing. Blessing sites:
Steubenville Marina, Wellsburg Wharf,
Wellsburg-Brilliant Bridge, Mazeroski Park
(Ohio), Pike Island Lock and Dam, and
Heritage Port in Wheeling. Final destination
is Bellaire Marina in Bellaire, Ohio.

Arrival of National Eucharistic Pilgrimage
in Wheeling—7:30-8:30 p.m. Cathedral of
St. Joseph. Bishop Brennan and the faithful
of Wheeling will welcome the National
Eucharistic Pilgrimage at the cathedral.

All-Night Eucharistic Prayer Vigil—8:30 p.m.
(June 23) -8 a.m. (June 24) at the cathedral.

Monday, June 24

Mass at the cathedral celebrated by
Bishop Brennan—8:30-9:30 a.m.

Solemn Eucharistic Procession through
the streets of Wheeling from the cathedral
to St. Alphonsus Church—9:30-10 a.m.
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hails from Denver, said she
“witnessed a deep level of
faith in this community
that I've never really ex-
perienced before myself in
a community here in Amer-

ica.”

Describing people re-
sponding to the procession
by saying “Viva Cristo Rey”
or spontaneously offering
water to those walking on
the road, and the faithful
processing alongside her
singing religious hymns,
Elm said, “It was just really
beautiful to see how per-
sonal the Lord is with the
people here.”

Seton Route:
Hearts burning for the
Eucharist

On the day of the Na-
tional Eucharistic Pilgrim-
age’s eastern route’s launch
in New Haven, Connect-
icut, perpetual pilgrim Na-
talie Garza said her heart
was burning.

At a May 18 presenta-
tion at the Blessed Michael
McGivney Pilgrimage
Center, the Kansas City,
Kansas-area high school
theology teacher shared
her desire to “witness with
my body the truth that I
have professed with my
words many times, that
Jesus Christ is really pres-
ent in the Eucharist.”

For Garza, the eight
weeks of pilgrimage are
both an opportunity to “in-
tercede for the American

church” and live out “a real
expression and experience
of discipleship,” walking
alongside Jesus in the Eu-
charist.

Under a gray sky
punctuated at times by a
cold drizzling rain, scores
of Catholics in New Haven
sang and prayed in proces-
sion May 18 with the Eu-
charistic Jesus, held by
Father Roger Landry, a pri-
est of the Diocese of Fall
River, Massachusetts, and
Catholic chaplain at Co-
lumbia University.

Archbishop Christopher
J. Coyne of Hartford, Con-
necticut, celebrated an ex-
tended Pentecost Vigil
Mass at New Haven'’s St.
Mary Church, the church
where Blessed Michael
McGivney, the Knights of
Columbus’ founder, once
served and where his re-
mains are reposed. The
archbishop prayed “for the
gift of the Holy Spirit to be
given to our nation during
the Eucharistic Revival”
and for the success of the
eastern pilgrimage named
after the first American-
born canonized saint, St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton.

“Our life as Christians is
a pilgrimage along the path
of salvation. But it is not a
solitary one. It is one in
which we walk together as
the body of Christ,” the
archbishop said. “In seek-
ing after what God desires
of us, we become pilgrims
of no path but the one that
he would have us follow.”

The Seton Route pil-
grims experienced an over-
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night Holy Hour organized
by young adult groups,
which concluded at 7 a.m.
May 19 and led into a 1.5-
mile Eucharistic procession
from St. Mary Church to St.
Joseph Church for Pente-
cost Mass. Following Mass,
the Seton Route’s perpetual
pilgrims headed to Long
Wharf, New Haven’s water-
front district.

Much like Jesus did with
his first disciples many
times in the Gospels, the
Eucharistic Jesus, held aloft
by the Seton Route’s chap-
lain, Father Landry,
boarded a boat with the pil-
grim-disciples and headed
out on the sea — this time
venturing into the Long Is-
land Sound, toward Bridge-
port, Connecticut.

Serra Route:
Proclaiming Jesus’
‘way of love’

On the West Coast,
Jesus’ travels in Galilee
were also on the minds of
the pilgrims gathered in
San Francisco for the start
of the western branch of
the National Eucharistic
Pilgrimage.

“The last time Jesus
walked this far across the
face of the earth was in Gal-
ilee, so to be able to carry
him will be extraordinary,”
said Wisconsin native Jack

PPanhandle

Krebs, one of two drivers of
the van specially equipped
with a tabernacle where the
pilgrims will travel when
they are not walking the St.
Junipero Serra Route of the
National Eucharistic Re-
vival.

The six young adults
who are the Serra Route’s
perpetual pilgrims received
a special blessing from
Oakland Bishop Michael
Barber at a May 18 prayer
vigil, consisting of Eucha-
ristic adoration and Bene-
diction at Mission Dolores
Basilica.

“Junipero Serra would
be just in love with this
whole idea, because his no-
tion was he was bringing
the Gospel and the Eucha-
rist into an area where it
had never been brought be-
fore,” said Andrew Galvan,
curator of Mission Dolores
and a descendant of the
Ohlone Indians evangel-
ized by St. Junipero Serra,
noting the saint would
often celebrate Eucharistic
processions.

The Serra Route finally
began in earnest following
the Pentecost Mass May 19
at St. Mary of the Assump-
tion Cathedral in San Fran-
cisco.

“Christ breathes new
life into us, his church,”
said Archbishop Salvatore
J. Cordileone of San Fran-
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cisco, who celebrated the
Mass.

He urged those gathered
to follow Jesus Christ in his
“way of love,” living pub-
licly their faith in such a
way that people perceive “a
better way to live.”

He said Jesus’ way of
love “has the power to
change history, to change
hearts, to bring the life of
heaven to earth and to
bring us to the life of
heaven when we pass from
this world to the next.”

At the day’s conclusion,
after leading about 1,000
pilgrims across the Golden
Gate Bridge, the San Fran-
cisco archbishop raised the
monstrance and blessed
the city with the Eucharist
from a vista point across
from the city.

He then blessed the
taithful who had crossed
the bridge with him, and
the perpetual pilgrims who
would continue to journey
with Jesus, truly present in
the Eucharist, all the way to
Indianapolis for the Na-
tional Eucharistic Con-
gress.

(OSV News Senior Writer
Maria Wiering, OSV News
Spanish  Editor Maria-

Pia Chin, OSV News Culture
Editor Lauretta Brown, and
writers Marietha Gongora
V. and Valerie Schmalz, all
contributed to this report.)
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‘Welcome to the Table, Julia’

18

DISCOVER YOUR MISSION.
BECOME A KNIGHT.

Empowering men to live their faith formore tifarmetion visld
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West Virginia
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Courtesy Photo
St. Peter Claver Parish in Huntington congratulated Julia Khumbah, who
received her first Holy Communion May 19. “Julia, may you always know
the Peace of Jesus, the Light of His Love, and the Joy of His Life within
you,” the parish posted to Facebook. At a reception, the parish had a cake
for her with the message: “Welcome to the table, Julia.” Above, Julia re-
ceives first Holy Communion from Father Shaji Thomas, pastor.

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
Confirmation Schedule; TElRel il {
Bishop Brennan, Celebrant | e LI TR

Celebrate the Holy Year with Father Leonard Smith on a

Saturday, May 25: St. James, Charles Town; 10:00 a.m.

( J
Saturday, May 25: St. Vincent de Paul, Berkeley Springs; 5:00 p.m. Greece & Tu rklye

Sunday, May 26: St. Joseph, Martinsburg; 4:00 p.m. February 5 -17, 2025

Host:

Saturday, June 1: St. Francis Xavier, Moundsville; 4:00 p.m. =4 M Father
' Leonard
Smith

Saturday, June 8: Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart,
Charleston; 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 9: Sacred Heart, Princeton; 11:00 a.m.

Saturday, June 15: St. Francis de Sales, Beckley; 5:00 p.m.

I I O@ www.eocatholic.com

Sunday, June 16: St. John the Evangelist, Summersville; 9:00 a.m. s ot i s EHSA Al Travel with Us!
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L.os recorridos de la Peregrinacion Eucaristica

Nacional empezaron en Pentecostés, invitando
torrentes de la gracia de Dios en EE.UU.

LAGO ITASCA, Minnesota
(OSV News) -- Un pequefio ar-
royo, de apenas 4,5 metros de
ancho, brota del lago Itasca, form-
ando el inicio del serpenteante
curso del rio Mississippi, que re-
corre 3.000 kilometros hasta el
Golfo de México.

En este mismo punto, entre los
pinos del norte de Minnesota, el
obispo Andrew H. Cozzens alz6
una custodia dorada en la tarde del
19 de mayo, trazando la sefial de la
cruz sobre las aguas y la gente reun-
ida -- un gesto humilde suplicando
que fluyera un poderoso rio de gra-
cia para el Avivamiento Eucaristico
Nacional.

Aqui, en el comienzo de las
aguas que una vez fueron bende-
cidas y bautizadas por los primeros
misioneros catélicos como el "Rio
de la Inmaculada Concepcion", el
obispo de Crookston, Minnesota,
llevando a Jests en la Eucaristia, se
adentr6 por un sendero en los
bosques del Parque Estatal de
Itasca, seguido por peregrinos
cuyos himnos y salmos eran inter-
rumpidos por largos periodos de si-
lencio meditativo y breves rafagas
de lluvia que caian del cielo gris nu-
blado.

Por fin habia comenzado la Ruta
Mariana de la Peregrinacion Eucar-
istica Nacional.

La bendicién de la cabecera del
rio Mississippi, el 19 de mayo,
marcé el inicio de laruta norte de la
Peregrinaciéon Eucaristica Na-
cional, un viaje de ocho semanas
con la Eucaristia desde cuatro pun-
tos cardinales de EE.UU. Todas las
rutas comenzaron sus caminatas el
18 y 19 de mayo, fin de semana de
Pentecostés, con las otras tres rutas
partiendo de Brownsville, Texas;
New Haven, Connecticut; y San
Francisco, California.

La peregrinacion forma parte
del Avivamiento Eucaristico Na-
cional, una iniciativa de tres afnos
lanzada en 2022 por los obispos es-
tadounidenses para inspirar un
amor y una reverencia mas profun-
dos por Jesus Eucaristia, después de
que una encuesta del Pew Research
Center revelara que sélo un tercio
de los catodlicos estadounidenses
creia en la ensefianza de la Iglesia
de que Jests esta realmente pre-
sente en la Eucaristia.

Desde estas cuatro direcciones,
las rutas de peregrinacion trazan lo
que los organizadores llaman "un

signo de la cruz sobre la naciéon",
mientras los peregrinos recorren
un total de 6.500 millas a través de
27 estados y 65 diocesis, a través de
pequeiios pueblos, grandes ciu-
dades y zonas rurales -- a menudo a
pie, siempre con el Santisimo Sac-
ramento -- hasta que convergen en
Indianapolis para el Congreso Eu-
caristico Nacional del 17 al 21 de
julio.

"Hermanos y hermanas, el rena-
cimiento tiene que comenzar con
ustedes y conmigo, y tiene que co-
menzar con nuestro arrepenti-
miento, humillandonos, volvién-
donos de nuestro pecado", dijo el
obispo Cozzens, que preside la
junta del Congreso Eucaristico Na-
cional, responsable de supervisar el
congreso en Indianapolis, a unas
2.500 personas reunidas para la
Misa de Pentecostés al aire libre
celebrada en un campo cerca de la
entrada del parque estatal justo
antes de la bendicién de la ca-
becera.

Les animo a procurar recibir dig-
namente la Eucaristia mediante la
confesiéon frecuente, idealmente
cada mes. "Es entonces cuando la
fuerza del Espiritu Santo podra
habitar en nuestros corazones",
dijo el obispo Cozzens, llaman-
doles a vivir un "Pentecostés per-
sonal" y a pedir al Sefior "que en-
cienda en nuestros corazones su
fuego, para que yo pueda ser el
santo que me llama a ser".

Mientras los peregrinos camina-
ban con la Eucaristia por el boscoso
parque estatal, ciclistas y excur-
sionistas se detenian respetuosa-
mente y esperaban el paso de la
procesién. Algunos, como Tom y
Jeanne Young, se arrodillaron.

"Reconocemos que Jesas estd
realmente presente, y esta aqui con
nosotros", dijo Jeanne Young.

Ruta de Juan Diego: 'El
Espiritu Santo nos mueve a
unirnos a Cristo'

En contraste con los cielos grises
y las temperaturas frescas del norte
de Minnesota, los peregrinos y
fieles reunidos para el lanzamiento
de la Ruta de San Juan Diego tenian
cielos azules brillantes y el calor de
Texas para el inicio de su viaje en el
extremo sur de los EE.UU.

"El Espiritu Santo nos mueve a
unirnos a Cristo en su sacrificio y
en glorificar al Padre, y nos move-

mos con Cristo porque el Espiritu
nos mueve", dijo el obispo de
Brownsville, Daniel E. Flores, a los
cientos de catdlicos que llenaron a
rebosar la Catedral de la Inmacu-
lada Concepcion de Brownsville,
Texas, el 19 de mayo para la Misa
solemne de Pentecostés.

La Misa, celebrada eninglésy es-
pafiol, marco el inicio de la ruta de
peregrinacion del sur que lleva el
nombre de San Juan Diego Cuauht-
latoatzin, el visionario indigena ca-
tolico que vio a Nuestra Sefiora de
Guadalupe y cuya profunda devo-
cién por la Eucaristia lo impulsaba
a caminar 15 millas para asistir a
Misa todos los dias.

Jaime Reyna, parte del equipo
del Congreso Eucaristico Nacional,
vino desde Corpus Christi, Texas,
para unirse al lanzamiento de la
ruta del sur el 19 de mayo. Explico
que, en algunos momentos de la
procesion eucaristica en Browns-
ville, el Santisimo Sacramento era
transportado en un remolque
abierto decorado con flores blancas
tirado por un camién blanco,
mientras cientos de personas lo se-
guian. Afiadi6 que la gente en sus
coches, o a un lado de la carretera,
hacia la sefial de la cruz al ver pasar
a Jesus Eucaristia a su lado.

Reyna dijo que los organiza-
dores no esperaban "tener a
cientos de personas caminando en
el calor de Texas, y sin embargo la
gente lo hizo, y la gente s6lo queria
seguir caminando, y seguir cami-
nando".

"Fue increible verlo", afirmo.

Shayla Elm, parte del grupo de
peregrinos perpetuos y que vive en
Denver, dijo que fue "testigo de un
profundo nivel de fe en esta comu-
nidad que yo misma nunca habia
experimentado antes en una comu-
nidad aqui en Estados Unidos".

Describiendo a la gente que re-
spondia a la procesién gritando
"Viva Cristo Rey" u ofreciendo agua
a los que caminaban por la car-
retera, y a los fieles que procesion-
aban junto a ella cantando himnos
religiosos, Elm dijo: "Fue realmente
hermoso ver lo personal que es el
Sefior con la gente de aqui".

Después de la procesién (que in-
cluy6 paradas en tres iglesias), los
peregrinos y los fieles participaron
de una Misa en la Iglesia de San
Pedro.

Alli, el obispo exhort6 a los pre-
sentes a buscar satisfacer el hambre

que tenemos del amor de Diosy a
"derramarnos nosotros mismos en
las pequefias cosas de cada dia, dar
un poquito de nuestra vida para
construir esa ciudad eterna que
Dios esta preparando".

Ruta Seton: Corazones
ardiendo por la Eucaristia

El dia del lanzamiento de la ruta
oriental de la Peregrinacién Eucar-
istica Nacional en New Haven,
Connecticut, la peregrina perpetua
Natalie Garza dijo que su corazén
ardia.

En una presentacion el 18 de
mayo en el Centro de Peregrina-
cién Beato Michael McGivney, la
profesora de teologia de la escuela
secundaria del drea de Kansas City,
Kansas, compartio su deseo de "tes-
timoniar con mi cuerpo la verdad
que he profesado con mis palabras
muchas veces, que Jesucristo esta
realmente presente en la Eucaris-
tia".

Para Garza, las ocho semanas de
peregrinacion son tanto una opor-
tunidad para "interceder por la Igle-
sia de EE.UU." como para vivir "una
expresion y experiencia real de dis-
cipulado", caminando junto a Jesus
en la Eucaristia.

Bajo un cielo gris salpicado a
veces por una fria llovizna, decenas
de cat6licos de New Haven canta-
ron y rezaron en procesion el 18 de
mayo con el Jests Eucaristico, sos-
tenido por el padre Roger Landry,
sacerdote de la Diocesis de Fall
River, Massachusetts, y capelldn ca-
tolico de la Universidad de Colum-
bia.

El arzobispo Christopher J.
Coyne de Hartford, Connecticut,
celebr6 una Misa de Vigilia de Pen-
tecostés extendida en la iglesia St.
Mary de New Haven, la iglesia
donde el Beato Michael McGivney,
fundador de los Caballeros de
Colon, sirvié una vez y donde repo-
san sus restos.

El arzobispo rezé "por el don
del Espiritu Santo que se
concederd a nuestra nacién
durante el Avivamiento Eucaris-
tico" y por el éxito de la ruta orien-
tal de la peregrinacion. Dicha ruta
lleva el nombre de la primera santa
canonizada nacida en Estados Un-
idos, Santa Isabel Ana Seton (con-
ocida por su nombre en inglés Eliz-
abeth Ann Seton).

Ver Eucaristica en la pagina 15
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"Nuestra vida como cristianos es
una peregrinacion por el camino de
la salvacion. Pero no es una peregri-
nacion solitaria. Es una en la que
caminamos juntos como el cuerpo
de Cristo", dijo el arzobispo. "Al
buscar lo que Dios desea de noso-
tros, nos convertimos en peregri-
nos del inico camino que el que Fl
quiere que sigamos".

Los peregrinos de la Ruta de
Seton vivieron una Hora Santa oz-
ganizada por grupos de jovenes
adultos, y los fieles podian unirse a
la adoracioén eucaristica — que dur6
toda la noche que concluy6 a las 7
de la mafiana del 19 de mayo. Des-
pués de una procesion eucaristica
de 1,5 millas desde la iglesia de St.
Mary hasta la iglesia de St. Joseph
para la Misa de Pentecostés. Tras la
Misa, los peregrinos perpetuos de la
Ruta de Seton se dirigieron a Long
Wharf, el distrito riberefio de New
Haven.

Al igual que Jests hizo con sus
primeros discipulos muchas veces
en los Evangelios, el Jesas Eucaris-

tico, sostenido en alto por el capel-
lan de la Ruta Seton, el padre Lan-
dry, subi6 a un barco con los disci-
pulos peregrinos y se dirigié hacia
el mar, esta vez adentrandose en el
estrecho de Long Island, hacia la
Diocesis de Bridgeport, Connect-
icut.

Ruta de Serra: Proclamar el
"camino del amor" de Jesis

En la Costa Oeste, los viajes de
Jesuis por Galilea también estaban
en la mente de los peregrinos reun-
idos en San Francisco para el inicio
de la rama occidental de la Peregri-
nacion Eucaristica Nacional.

"La ultima vez que Jesus camino
tan lejos por la faz de la tierra fue en
Galilea, asi que poder llevarlo sera
extraordinario", dijo Jack Krebs,
natural de Wisconsin, uno de los
dos conductores de la furgoneta
especialmente equipada con un sa-
grario en la que viajaran los peregri-
nos cuando no estén recorriendo la
Ruta de San Junipero Serra de la
Peregrinacion Eucaristica Nacional.

Los seis jovenes adultos que son
los peregrinos perpetuos de la Ruta

En Espariol
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Serra recibieron una bendicién
especial del obispo de Oakland,
Michael Barber, en una vigilia de
oracion el 18 de mayo, que consis-
tié en adoracion eucaristica y ben-
dicién en la Basilica de la Mision
Dolores.

"Junipero Serra estaria encan-
tado con esta idea, porque su idea
era llevar el Evangelio y la Eucaris-
tia a una zona donde nunca se
habia llevado antes", dijo Andrew
Galvan, conservador de la Misi6én
Dolores y descendiente de los in-
dios Ohlone evangelizados por San
Junipero Serra, sefialando que el
santo celebraba a menudo proce-
siones eucaristicas.

La Ruta de Serra comenzé en
serio tras la Misa de Pentecostés del
19 de mayo en la Catedral de Santa
Maria de la Asuncién de San Fran-
cisco.

"Cristo respira nueva vida den-
tro de nosotros, su Iglesia", dijo el
arzobispo de San Francisco, Sal-
vatore J. Cordileone, que celebr6 la
Misa.

Insto6 a los reunidos a seguir a Je-
sucristo en su "camino del amor",
viviendo publicamente su fe de tal

manera que la gente perciba "una
manera mejor de vivir".

Y dijo que el camino de amor de
Jests "tiene el poder de cambiar la
historia, de cambiar los corazones,
de traer la vida del cielo a la tierra y
de llevarnos a la vida del cielo
cuando pasemos de este mundo al
otro".

Al final de la jornada, tras guiar
aunos 1.000 peregrinos a través del
puente Golden Gate, el arzobispo
de San Francisco elevo la custodia 'y
bendijo la ciudad con la Eucaristia
desde un mirador situado frente a la
ciudad.

A continuacion, bendijo a los
tieles que habian cruzado el puente
con ¢l, y a los peregrinos perpetuos
que seguiran viajando con Jesus,
verdaderamente presente en la Eu-
caristia, hasta Indianapolis para el
Congreso Eucaristico Nacional.

(La redactora senior de OSV
News Maria Wiering, la editora de
OSV News en espafiol Maria-Pia
Negro Chin, la editora de cultura de
OSV News Lauretta Brown, y las es-
critoras Marietha Géngora V. y Val-
erie Schmalz, han contribuido a
este reportaje.)

Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de
ninos: La Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston alienta a informar
ante las autoridades civiles ante todo si se ha cometido un delito.
Tambien alentamos a utilizar www.report bishopabuse.org para
hacer un informe sobre cualquier obispo en los EE. UU. Si tiene
motivos para creer que un obispo ha cometido una conducta sex-
ual inapropiada, comuniquese con las autoridades civiles dela ju-
risdiccion correspondiente y visite www.reportbishopabuse.org.

Para informar a las autoridades civiles: comuniquese
con la policia local; los numeros variaran segun su ubicacion. Si
cree que alguien esta en peligro inmediato, llame al 911. Para in-
formar confidencialmente cualquier incidencia de sospecha de
abuso o negligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual,
comuniquese con la Oficina de Servicios de Proteccion Infantil de
Ninos y Familias de West Virginia llamando a la linea directa de
abuso infantil al 800.352.6513. Puede informar anonimamente a
esta linea directa si lo prefiere.

Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La
diocesis alienta a informar a las autoridades civiles apropiadas,
ante todo, si se ha come- tido un delito. La diocesis tambien
alienta a informar a las autoridades eclesiasticas apropiadas. Para
reportar casos sospechosos de abuso sexual de ninos por parte del
personal de la Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston a la Diocesis, co-
muniquese con uno de los siguientes designados al
1.888.434.6237 0 304.233.0880: Sr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Sr. Tim
Bishop, ext. 353; Muy Reverendo Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext.
270; o Sor Martha GOmez, ext. 264. Tambien puede llamar a la
Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la Diocesis al 304.230.1504. Tam-

bien puede llamar a la linea directa de abuso sexual de la Diocesis
al 833.230.5656. Los formularios de queja estan disponibles en
linea en www.dwc.org, haga clic en "Diocesis" en la barra de
menu, luego en "Oficinas", luego en "Ambiente seguro", luego
"Descargar archivos y formularios". El formulario se titula "For-
mulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de menores". El
formulario se puede devolver por correo de EE. UU. A: Office of
Safe Environment, Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box
230, Wheeling WV 26003.

Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a
Victimas de la Diocesis: llame a la Erin McFarland, M.Ed.,
LPC, al 304.559.6742.

Ademas de los metodos enumerados anteriormente para de-
nunciar el abuso sexual, la Diocesis tambien se ha asociado con
Navex Global para ofrecer la plataforma EthicsPoint para in-
formar otras inquietudes adicionales, como sospecha de mala
conducta financiera, profesional y personal de un sacerdote,
diacono, religioso, o empleado laico de la Diocesis o cualquier
parroquia o escuela catolica en West Virginia. Se puede acceder
a la plataforma EthicsPoint a traves de www.dwc.org, en “Rendi-
cion de cuentas”, luego “Informar mala conducta” o llamando
al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es un sistema de informes de terce-
ros que informa a las autoridades civiles cuando corresponda y
a las autoridades diocesanas, y la identidad de la persona que in-
forma esta protegida. Enlaces e informacion: Departamento de
Salud y Recursos Humanos de WV: https://www.wvdhhr.org/re-
port.asp. Policia Estatal de Virginia Occidental, Unidad de
Crimenes contra Ninos: 304-293-6400.
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BLESSED CARLO AcuUTis YOUTH CAMP

225 Catholic Conference Center, Huttonsville, WV 26273 « www.campcarlowv.org

Grow your faith while
having fun at Camp Carlo!
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Ask your doctor to refer

you to Good Shepherd for:
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WISPEEEh thgr@@y ~

Home for the Aged E

- Occupational therapy

304.242.1093
NURSING HOME www.weltyhome.org

GOOD SHEPHERD

What better time to start

Walking with
a4 in Need

than the month of May?

Click here for a free video on getting started

To start this ministry in your parish, contact:
Kathleen Barton, Director of Social Ministry for the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston (304) 233-0880, Ext. 289; kbarton@dwc.org

Catholic
inRecovery

for the Mid-Ohio Valley
Weekly, general recovery meetings

for all addictions, compulsions and unhealthy attachments
every Monday at 7 pm
St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church
in the parish hall

2500 Dudley Ave., Parkersburg
CatholicInRecoveryMOVi2@gmail.com * (681) 229-7220

https://CatholicInRecovery.com/

ESTABLISHED
LEADER IN
STRUGTURAL
HEART CARE

THE MOST ADVANGED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

Learn more at: MyWVUHeart.com

Appointments: 304-243-8362

The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing
staff, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the
only program in West Virginia that offers eight specialized, structural heart
procedures and is cne of the few programs in the United States (and

the only one in West Virginia) offering cerebral embolic protection during
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter
mitral valve replacement.

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based techniques to treat all
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

OUR TEAM

o
Deepak Hooda MD
Interventional Cardioiogy

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiology

David Michael Campsey MD
Interventional Cardiology

Y WVUHeart&Vascular
Institute


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d1Ee9lxWuXg&t=2s

