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Deacon Michael Aiello and Father Clifton Mastran
Ordained at the Cathedral

By Colleen Rowan

{( hat a happy moment
in the life of this Di-
ocese of Wheeling-

Charleston,” Bishop Mark Brennan
joyfully said to the congregation at
Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheel-
ing on May 30. “One man to be or-
dained a deacon—God willing,
next year a priest—and one to be
ordained a priest today.”
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The bishop thanked the families
of the newly ordained, Deacon Mi-
chael Aiello and Father Clifton
Mastran, for nourishing their faith
in their youth and supporting
them in their vocational journey.

The bishop has appointed
Father Clifton Mastran as vice rec-
tor of the cathedral. Deacon
Aiello’s appointment has not yet
been announced.

Relics of Sister to Whom Jesus Appeared,
Showing His Sacred Heart, Will Come to
the U.S. in June, Page 9
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In his homily, Bishop Brennan
recalled the gospel for the Mass
(John 17:6, 14-19) in which the
Lord is addressing his heavenly
father about his apostles: “I re-
vealed your name to those whom
you gave me out of the world. They
belonged to you, and you gave
them to me, and they have kept
your word.”

Then, speaking of the newly or-

Colleen Rowan photos
At the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheeling May 30, Bishop Mark Brennan ordains Deacon Michael Aiello to the diaconate (left) and, after ordaining Father Clifton Mastran
to the priesthood, presents the paten of bread and chalice of wine to him (right).

dained, the bishop said, “Both
of these men have kept God’s
word and are responding faith-
fully to his call. We should all be
grateful.”

In the gospel, Jesus reminds all
that following him is not easy. Ad-
dressing his heavenly father, Jesus
says,”“Il gave them your word, and
the world hated them, because

See “Ordained” on Page 3

How a Teen-Led Mission Became a
Preston County Tradition ‘Built by
Love, Framed on Service’, Page 12
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Ordained...

Cont’d from Page 1
they do not belong to the world
any more than I belong to the
world.”

As Jesus, in his human na-
ture, did not conform himself to
the ways of a world that often
rejects truth, justice, and mercy,
the bishop said, “so we find our-
selves out of sorts with the
world when we adhere to the
truth and strive to practice jus-
tice and mercy.”

He noted that an ancient
writer said as the visible body
contains the invisible soul, so
Christians are seen in the living
world, but their religious life re-
mains unseen. The body hates
the soul and wars against it. Not
because of any injury the soul
has done it, but because of the
restriction the soul places on its
pleasures. Similarly, the world
hates the Christians. Not be-
cause they have done it any
wrong, but because they are op-
posed to its enjoyments.

Bishop Brennan said, “When
we oppose abortion, same sex
marriage, and assisted suicide,
when we promote fair treatment
for immigrants, lifelong and
taithful marriage, parents’
rights over their children rather
than state control, we oppose
the enjoyments, the preferences
of many of our contemporaries,
including some very powerful
people and institutions who
cannot understand why we
think and act the way we do and
who take offense at us. If you
thought being a Christian was
supposed to be easy you were
misled, but not by the Lord,
who told us what to expect —
Take up your cross and follow
me if you wish to be my disciple
(Matthew 16:24).”

He continued by saying that
a world that does not appreciate
Christ’s gospel and loathes his
followers has even less respect
for the Catholic priesthood. He
added that the world sees it as
unnatural and restrictive for the
Church in the Latin Rite to re-
quire celibacy of its priests and
foolish to expect priests to be
available to their people at all

hours of the day and night. The
priesthood, he said, is contrary
to worldly patterns of career
change and making money to
bind priests to their low-paying
ministry for the rest of their
lives.

“The Catholic priesthood is
both a mystery to the world—
they do not understand it—and
a contradiction to many of its
norms,” Bishop Brennan said
“And yet there is also an attrac-
tion toward priests who have
been consecrated in truth and
are capable of articulating
truths on which people can find
solid footing for their lives.”

Some people see a lifelong
commitment to service of
others as noble and inspiring
and an encouragement to strive
for it themselves, he added.
Some recognize that not having
his own family to take care of
frees the priest to be available to
all families, he said.

“The world does not think
the Catholic priesthood is really
possible,” the bishop said, “but
it stands in awe of those priests
who actually live generously,
wisely, and chastely as they
promised to do at their ordina-
tion.”

As he spoke of the ordina-
tions of Father Mastran and
Deacon Aiello, in preparation
for a priestly ordination next
year, Bishop Brennan said they
will be empowered by God’s
grace, using Isaiah’s words of
the first reading (Isaiah 61:1-
3abcd): “to bring glad tidings to
the poor, to heal the broken
hearted, to proclaim liberty to
captives and release to the pris-
oners, to comfort those who
mourn and give them the oil of
gladness in place of mourning
and a glorious mantle instead of
a listless spirit.”

Isaiah’s words are not mere
pious wishes, but attainable
goals with God’s help, the
bishop said.

“So, brothers, as you prepare
today to be ordained remember
that the Lord will not forget
you, who have set aside what
the world considers worthwhile
in order to respond to his call.”

See “Ordained” on Page 4
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Joyce Bibey photo
Deacon Michael Aiello, left, and Father Clifton Mastran prostrate themselves before the altar
before being ordained.
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When Jesus’s first disciples asked what they who had
given up everything to follow him would get, Jesus said,
“Amen Isay to you thereis no one who has given up house
or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or
lands for my sake and for the sake of the gospel who will
not receive 100 times more now in this present age houses
and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and
lands with persecutions and eternal life in the age to
come.”

“After 50 years as a priest, I can testify that the Lord’s
words are true,” Bishop Brennan said. “I have gained so
many friendships, been enriched by so many unexpected
experiences, and had a sense of God’s closeness to me in
my years as a priest that it makes what I gave up to be a
priest seem paltry in comparison. I pray that you, Clifton
and Michael, will have the same experience.”

The bishop then spoke of Father Charles Carroll, a di-
ocesan priest who was ordained in 1933. Those who knew
him when they were children or young adults are promot-
ing his cause for sainthood. Father Carroll, the bishop
said, lived out in practice the words that Isaiah spoke,
truly bringing the good news to poor families, helping
them from his meager personal resources when they were
in need. He received gifts, but passed them on to people
who had greater need; spent hours consoling those who Colleen Rowan photo
had lost loved ones and suffered tragedies; freed thou-  Bjshop Brennan places the Book of the Gospels in the
sands of people of their sins during many hours in the  hands of Deacon Aiello.
confessional. Consecrated in truth, he taught the faith
without compromise, celebrated multiple Masses on Sun-
days to give his people the oil of gladness and revive their
listless spirit through the word of God and the Eucharist,
the bishop said. His priestly ordination anointed him
with God’s spirit to serve his people in truth and love. He
held the treasure of the gospel and the grace of God in his
earthly vessel, the bishop said, and he knew that its sur-
passing power was of God and not of him.

“Clifton and Michael, are you conscious that you hold
a treasure in earthen vessels?”

Bishop Brennan recalled that years ago a priest
preaching at a priesthood ordination, asked the men if
they were weak enough to be a priest? Some may see
that as an odd question, the bishop said, but what that
priest meant was: Did they realize that the surpassing
Colleen Rowan photo  power of the gospel and the sacraments comes from

AR
Joyce Bibey photo

Deacon Michael Aiello is vested with the
stole and the dalmatic by Deacon Michael
Kawash.

Father Bill Matheny lays hands upon the = God and not from the priest. Colleen Rowan photo
Father Clifton Mastran before he is or- “Are you humble enough to rely on his grace to help  Father Mastran is vested with the stole and the chasuble by
dained. See “Ordained” on Page 5 Father Andy Gonzalo and Father Sebastian Devasya, right.
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Cont’d from Page 4
you?” the bishop asked Deacon
Aijello and Father Mastran be-
fore ordaining them. “Do you
recognize your need for the
Lord’s forgiveness even as you
strive to serve the people with
integrity and love? Will you
pray daily for the strength to an-
nounce the good news to people
who often don’t get much of
it?”

This was the spirit of Father
Carroll, he said to Deacon Aiello
and Father Mastran, and it can
be their spirit as well.

“Whether called to priest-
hood or diaconate,” the bishop
said to them, “your sacrament
of holy orders is oriented to-
ward the people whom Christ’s
blood redeemed.”

He noted the words of St.
Paul: “For God who said, ‘Let
light shine out of darkness,” has
shone in our hearts to bring to
light the knowledge of the glory
of God on the face of [Jesus]
Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6).

“My brothers,” Bishop Bren-
nan said. “I believe that light
has shown in your hearts. Let it
continue to shine there so that
you can share it with the people
to whom you are sent. Do not
preach yourself, but preach
Christ Jesus as Lord and
yourself as his slave for the sake
of Jesus. The priesthood and
diaconate are not about serving
ourselves but about serving
others, just as the Son of God
came not to be served but to
serve. Don’t worry about the

See “Ordained” on Page 6

Colleen Rowan photo Colleen Rowan photo

Father Mastran concelebrates at his ordination Mass. Deacon Aiello serves at his ordination Mass.

Joyce Bibey photo Colleen Rowan photo

Father Mastran offers holy Communion to his family. Deacon Aiello serves at his ordination Mass.
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world’s view of the priesthood or the Christian faith. As Mother Teresa e

of Calcutta said, ‘When they laugh at you for doing what is right, just Sslep i
do it anyway.” The world is shallow. God’s love is deep.”
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Knights of Columbus Present Check in Support
of Catholic Schools Dinners

Courtesy photo
State Deputy Brian Gordon of the West Virginia Knights of Columbus State Council presents a $7,500 check to Bishop Mark Brennan in support of the recent
Catholic Schools Dinners where students were honored in Wheeling, Charleston, and Clarksburg. With them are Very Rev. John Rice, V.G., V.F., chaplain of the
state council (left); Tom Burke, secretary of the state council (fourth from left); and Jennifer Hornyak, superintendent of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston.
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U.S. Bishops Release Prayer Service Commemorating
Immigrants, Enslaved with Call to Action

By Gina Christian

(OSV News) — As the
U.S. marks its 250th anni-
versary, the nation’s Catho-
lic bishops have released a
prayer service text com-
memorating its immigrants
and refugees, as well as
those trafficked under his-
toric and modern forms of
slavery in the U.S.

The document also fea-
tures prayers for govern-
ment officials, asking God
to “help them understand
the great dignity of human
persons.”

“A Path Toward Justice:
A National Prayer Service
Honoring the Many Jour-
neys that Shaped America”
was recently posted to the
resource page of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ website.

The text was prepared by
both the USCCB’s Commit-
tee on Migration and its
Subcommittee for the Pro-
motion of Racial Justice
and Reconciliation.

The 15-page document,
which is also available in
Spanish, is designed “to ac-
knowledge and honor the
many diverse communities
that have journeyed to the
United States in search of
hope, safety, and opportu-
nity,” as the bishops stated
in its introduction.

At the same time, the
prayer service also recog-
nizes “the voices, suffer-
ings, and enduring contrib-
utions of those who were
forcibly brought to this
land,” they said.

Scholars have estimated
that as many as 100 million
persons have immigrated
to the U.S. since the end of
the American Revolution
in 1783. Today, the U.S. has
50.2 million immigrants,
or 14.8% of its 340.1 mil-

lion residents, according to
the Migration Policy Insti-
tute.

Of the approximately
12-20 million Africans who
were forcibly transported
to the Americas during the
four centuries of the trans-
atlantic slave trade, about
half a million were taken to
what is now the U.S.

In his recently released
encyclical “Magnifica Hu-
manitas,” Pope Leo XIV,
himself a descent of Afri-
cans enslaved and taken to
the Americas, issued a for-
mal apology for the
Church’s 18-century delay
in recognizing the evils of
slavery, calling it “a wound
in Christian memory,
one from which we cannot
consider ourselves de-
tached.”

The pope also decried
modern forms of slavery,
which take the form of
both forced labor and sex
trafficking, and which af-
fected some 27.6 million
globally in 2022, according
to the International Labor
Organization. In the U.S.
the National Human Traf-
ficking Hotline counted
close to 22,000 victims in
the U.S. in 2024.

The U.S. bishops said
the prayer service template
is “inspired by the Gospel
call to welcome the
stranger and uphold the
dignity of every human
person,” and “seeks to pro-
vide a sacred space for re-
flection, remembrance, la-
ment, and hope.”

The service invites par-

JOHNSON

BOILER WORKS, INC

53 Marshall St.
Benwood, WV 26031
(304) 232-3070
Steam Boiler Repairs

ticipants “to encounter one
another as members of the
one human family and the
one Body of Christ,” they
added.

Prayer gatherings based
on the template “may be
celebrated at a variety of
sites or points of entry
throughout the country,”
said the bishops.

The service is structured
as a celebration of the Lit-
urgy of the Word, with
hymns, prayers, Scripture
readings, a responsorial
psalm and the proclama-
tion of the Gospel.

The words of welcome
preceding the opening
prayer ask the “God of
hope, freedom, justice and
peace” for “the grace to
walk in deeper solidarity
with immigrant commu-
nities, each of which en-
riches the life of this nation
through the diversity of its
gifts and traditions.”

The opening prayer in-
vokes the intercession of St.
Frances Xavier Cabrini, an
Italian immigrant whose
ministry to fellow immi-
grants ultimately led to her
canonization as the first
American saint.

The prayer service’s first
reading is taken from
Deuteronomy 10:12-22,
where Moses exhorts the Is-
raelites to love and serve
the Lord, commanding
them to “befriend the
alien, for you were once
aliens yourselves in the
land of Egypt.”

Psalm 146 recalls that
the Lord “secures justice for

A Path Toward Justice

A National Prayer Service
Honoring the Many Journeys that Shaped America

United States
Conference of
Catholic Bishops

OSV News illustration/Yohan Garcia, courtesy USCCB
Bishop Daniel E. Flores of Brownsville, Texas, is featured on the
cover of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ “A Path Toward
Justice: A National Prayer Service Honoring the Many Journeys that

Shaped America.”

the oppressed, gives food to

the hungry,” “sets captives
free” and “protects
strangers.”

The second reading,

drawn from Chapter 13 of
the Letter to the Hebrews,
urges listeners not to
“neglect hospitality, for
through it some have

See “Service” on Page 9
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Relics of Sister to Whom Jesus Appeared, Showing
His Sacred Heart, Will Come to the U.S. in June

By Caroline De Sury

PARIS (OSV News) —
The relics of St. Margaret
Mary Alacoque, the French
Visitation sister who experi-
enced visions of Jesus reveal-
ing his Sacred Heart, will be
present with the U.S. bishops
in Orlando, Florida, when
they consecrate the United
States to Jesus’ Sacred Heart
June 11.

The relics will be flown
from Paris to New York June 2
and will remain in the U.S.
until September. As part of
their plenary assembly in Or-
lando June 10-12, the U.S.
bishops will concelebrate
Mass and pray the act of con-
secration. The bishops also
will hear reflections on the
Sacred Heart ahead of the
Mass.

Arnaud Bouthéon, the lay
leader of the Knights of Co-
lumbus in France, will be in
charge of the unusual transat-
lantic trip with the reliquary.

“I will personally go to the
Shrine (of the Sacred Heart) of
Paray-le-Monial to retrieve
the reliquary and bring it to
the United States,” he told
OSV News.

Bouthéon will first take the

reliquary to the international
headquarters of the Knights of
Columbus in New Haven,
where the relics will be vener-
ated during the first week of
June. Then they will be taken
to Orlando, Florida, for the
consecration.

Meanwhile, “the arrival of
the relics of Margaret Mary in
the United States is an invita-
tion to consecrate families
and individuals to the Sacred
Heart,” Bouthéon said.

St. Margaret Mary received
visions of Jesus between 1673
and 1675 at the Monastery of
the Visitation in Parais-le-Mo-
nial. Christ showed her his
Sacred Heart and invited her
to experience his love, mercy
and tenderness. Devotion to
the Sacred Heart subsequently
spread thanks to St. Claude La
Colombiere, her Jesuit confes-
sor, and then with the help of
the entire Society of Jesus.

St. Margaret Mary was can-
onized in 1920, and today her
relics are venerated in the
Chapel of the Apparitions of
her convent, where a large rel-
iquary contains a wax effigy of
herbody, as well as most of her
bones.

Four portable reliquaries

allow St. Margaret Mary’s re-
lics to be sent to dioceses and
parishes in France and abroad.
“They traveled extensively
during the year of the 350th
anniversary of the appa-
ritions, between December
2023 and June 2025,” Bou-
théon noted.

The reliquary that is head-
ing to the United States is the
largest of them all. Standing
1.3 feet tall, 2.3 feet long and
1.2 feet wide, it weighs nearly
150 pounds with its protective
case. It contains the saint’s
clavicles, two of her ribs and a
small piece of her brain. It can
be carried in procession using
two poles and two to four
bearers.

“It will have to go in the
cargo hold of the plane,” Bou-
théon confirmed to OSV
News. “I won't be able to keep
it in the cabin.”

After the consecration of
the U.S. to Jesus’ Sacred Heart,
the relics will be in Denver
Aug. 1-6 for the Knights of Co-
lumbus’ annual convention
and then travel back to New
Haven for veneration Sept. 25-
27.The shrinein Parais-le-Mo-
nial hopes that dioceses will
also take advantage of the re-

7

lics’ pilgrimage to the U.S. and
invite the relics to their
churches.

This won't be the first time
Bouthéon has traveled to the
United States with relics.

“In 2019, the Knights of
Columbus organized a nine-
month pilgrimage of a relic of
the Curé d’Ars through Amer-
ican dioceses,” he recalled,
using the French name for
“the parish priest of Ars,” St.
John Vianney. “It was (St.

OSV News photo/courtesy SAJE
This scene from the film “Sacré Coeur,” depicts St. Margaret Mary
Alacoque, to whom Jesus was showing his heart between 1673 and
1675 in Paray-le-Monial, in the French region of Burgundy. The
French blockbuster is coming to theaters in the U.S. just in time for
the consecration of the nation to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and will
premiere for U.S. audiences from June 9-14.

John Vianney’s) heart which I
had brought with me from
France. For the trip, it was of-
ficially classified as ‘organic
matter.” It fit into a small box
that I carried in a backpack,
which I kept with me the en-
tire journey. It was very mov-
ing.”

“Many very positive testi-
monies followed this pilgrim-
age of the relic of the Curé
d’Ars,” Bouthéon said. “That

See “Relics” on Page 10

Service...

Cont’d from Page 8
unknowingly entertained angels,” and to “be
mindful of prisoners as if sharing their
imprisonment, and of the ill-treated as of
yourselves.”

The Gospel passage, Matthew 25:31-46, de-
scribes the judgment of the nations, in which
Jesus Christ — who identifies himself with the
world’s marginalized and suffering persons —
blesses those who have cared for the vulnerable,
while chastising those who have shunned the
works of mercy.

The prayer service includes a post-Gospel
sharing of testimonies from immigrants, with
pre-recorded messages permitted for reasons of

safety and privacy.

As an aid to the service’s homily or guided re-
flection, the bishops provided a copy of their
special message on immigration as well as ex-
cerpts from the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
1963 “I Have a Dream” speech.

The service’s “call to action” invites partici-
pants to “prayerfully reflect on what we, as the
Body of Christ, are called to do collectively
within our local parishes, communities, state,
and nation” to assist immigrants and refugees
in concrete ways, “while faithfully advocating
for just and humane immigration reform that
upholds the dignity of every human person
created in the image of God.”

Rounding out the service is a moment of si-
lence, followed by intercessory prayers petition-

ing for the end of modern slavery as well as for
the care of migrants and refugees. It concludes
with the Lord’s Prayer, a closing prayer for mi-
grants, and a hymn.

(Gina Christian is a multimedia reporter for
OSV News)

NOTES: “A Path Toward Justice: A
National Prayer Service Honoring the Many
Journeys that Shaped America” can be
downloaded from the U.S. Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops’ website in English at
www.usccb.org/resources/A%20National%20Pr
ayer%20Service%20Honoring%20the%20Man
y%20Journeys%20that%20Shaped%20Amer-
ica.pdf and in Spanish at www.usccb.org/re-
sources/National%20Prayer%20Service%20Spa
nish.pdf



http://www.usccb.org/resources/National%20Prayer%20Service%20Spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/resources/National%20Prayer%20Service%20Spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/resources/National%20Prayer%20Service%20Spanish.pdf
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Relics...

Cont’d from Page 9
is what prompted us to organ-
ize the exhibition of the relics
of St. Margaret Mary, with the
approval of the rector of the
shrine of Paray-le-Monial.”

The Church highly regu-
lates the transport of relics,
Bouthéon clarified.

“Such a journey requires a
great deal of official authoriza-
tions, starting with that of the
bishop of Autun, to whom the
shrine of Paray-le-Monial is
subject, and that of the Con-
gregation for the Causes of
Saints in Rome,” he said. “Ev-
erything is closely super-
vised.”

The relics’ American pil-
grimage coincides with the
U.S. release of a French doc-
umentary on the Sacred Heart.
Released in France in October
2025, the film depicts the ap-
paritions of Christand the rev-
elations received by St. Marga-
ret Mary.

The documentary high-
lights the “extraordinary, even
disconcerting, nature,” of the
apparitions, Bouthéon ex-
plained. “But it also features
priests, religious and other wit-

FUNERAL HOMES
CREMATORY

J0AZ32310 | KeperFuneralcom

James B Kepner President | Melissa Hill COIC

nesses who explain, in con-
temporary language, how the
spirituality of the Sacred Heart
is relevant to Christians
today.”

In the documentary, “we
also see many ... of today’s wit-
nesses who recount their own
experience of God’s love,
which they have perceived
through the spirituality of the
Sacred Heart,” Bouthéon
added. “They explain how
they came to understand that
Christ awaits them in prayer
for a personal relationship full
of tenderness. These testi-
deeply  moved

monies

people.”

The film was a phenome-
nal success in France — “some-
thing no one could have pre-
dicted,” Bouthéon recalled. “It
quickly surpassed 500,000 ad-
missions, which was arecord.”

He added: “Many people
have drawn closer to the faith
after seeing it, and have want-
ed to visit Paray-le-Monial. It is
also very successful abroad. It
is a French docudrama, but it
clearly shows that devotion to
the Sacred Heart has a univer-
sal dimension.”

Bouthéon himself appears
in the film, among those inter-

viewed. “My family has a spe-
cial devotion to the Sacred
Heart,” he said. “My grand-
mother, my mother and my
daughter are named Margaret
Mary. But it was thanks to the
Knights of Columbus that I re-
discovered the spirituality of
the Sacred Heart. Their
founder, Father Michael
McGivney, was devoted to it.
He wore a Scapular of the
Sacred Heart.”

“The veneration of a relic
mustbe presented in an educa-
tional manner,” he stressed.
“It helps us tobecome tangibly
aware, as popular devotions

.I‘?‘ Catholic Charities wWEsT VIRGINIA

Annual CCHD Collection

Within the Diocese of Wheeling Charleston, Catholic Charities West
Virginia and the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) have
been working for social change across the United States for over 50 years.
Created by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, CCHD works

with a two-pronged approach. One arm educates Americans about the

realities of poverty. The other arm confronts the unique challenges of
those living in poverty by funding community and economic development
projects. These organizations work in innovative ways to build self-reliance

and power for those in poverty.

HOH-Share’s CCHD project, Uplift WV,
helped Ryan overcome homelessness and
unemployment. Now he leads others
toward recovery, reentry, and stability
through service and support.

HUMAN

DEVELOPMENT

The annual Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston collection
for CCHD is the weekend of July 18th and 19th.

% CATHOLIC
< CAMPAIGN FOR

In partnership with

Your support for
this collection
makes a
difference in the
lives of West
Virginians living
in poverty.

DIOCESE OF
WHEELING-CHARLESTON

do, of the mystery of the Incar-
nation — that God, in Jesus,
came to dwell among us.”

“To personally consecrate
oneself to the Sacred Heart on
this occasion is to accept the
reminder that Jesus has a gen-
tle and humble heart, and that
he wishes to share his tender-
ness with us,” Bouthéon con-
cluded. “It is drawing closer to
that burning love that is his.
And it also means asking our-
selves: Do I love others as
Christ loves me, with gentle-
ness and humility?”

(Caroline de Sury writes for
OSV News from Paris.)
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I S *“é . Sunday, June 7, 2026
% - A ' 12 Noon - 4:00 p.m. ET

Mass

12:00 noon

Shrine of the Sacred Heart
3211 Sacred Heart Way NW
Washington, DC

Bishop Evelio Menjivar
Auxiliary Bishop of Washington
Principal Celebrant

Procession

1:30 p.m.

From Shrine of the Sacred Heart to the
Cathedral of Saint Matthew the Apostle
1725 Rhode Island Ave NW

Washington, DC 20036

For more information, contact Antonio Cube in the Office of Justice and Peace at
(301) 853-4416 or cubea@adw.org.

Hosted by the Secretariat of Evangelization and Synodal Renewal in collaboration with Season of Faithful Witness,
Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle, Shrine of the Sacred Heart, Catholic Legal Immigration Network Inc, Jesuit
Refugee Service and Network Lobby.

)
e T

For ASL interpretation, contact deafcatholic@adw.org é_\ 59' O TheRornan (atholic
four weeks in advance. % Archdiocese qf\‘i-’hshingtun
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Forty Years of Service

How a Teen-Led Mission Became a

Preston County Tradition

‘Built by Love, Framed on Service’

KINGWOOD — The Flood of
19835 left deep scars across Row-
lesburg, Albright, and Preston
County, but it also sparked an
extraordinary act of compas-
sion.

Two 16 year old girls from
New Jersey, determined to help
in a meaningful way, gathered
five friends, their priest, and two
chaperones and traveled to Pres-
ton County in 1986. With the
support of Father Jerome
McKenna of St. Sebastian’s Par-
ish in Kingwood and Sister Pris-
cilla Weidenschlaer, the group
arrived ready to serve.

That summer, the seven teen-
agers helped a family of five who
had been living in their car after

losing their home and all their
belongings to the flood. From
that single act of kindness, the
Summer Home Repair Program
was born — a program that has
grown and endured for 40 years.

Each June through July, hun-
dreds of volunteers from Penn-
sylvania, Maryland, and New
Jersey come to Preston County
to repair and restore homes. This
year, groups begin to arrive on
June 7 for a week of service to
support low-income families,
elderly residents, and people
with disabilities — all at no cost
to the homeowners.

In just eight weeks, the vol-
unteers complete essential proj-
ects such as roof replacements,

Courtesy photo
Volunteers of the Summer Home Repair Program are pictured in recent years.

Courtesy photo

Volunteers from the first years of the Summer Home Repair Program are pic-

tured.

ramp construction, and the in-
stallation of new walls, win-
dows, and floors, if necessary.

The volunteers not only pro-
vide the labor but also raise the
funds for materials and travel. In
2025 alone, 545 volunteers as-
sisted 85 households, delivering
critical improvements that
many residents could not other-
wise afford.

Every Sunday evening, new
volunteer groups gather at St. Se-
bastian’s Catholic Church in
Kingwood for an orientation
hosted by the Summer Home Re-
pair Program Committee. It is
during this orientation, partici-
pants share the reason why they
continue to come back year after
year, or why they decided to
come for the first time.

One of the annual challenges
for the program’s committee is
sorting through the applications
to verify eligibility. The group
leaders then come to the county
for advance visits to finalize who
they can logically help in the

short week they are in the
county.

“As always, we have more ap-
plications for the program than
we have groups coming in,” Co-
ordinator Theresa Marthey said.
“Thatis always the big challenge
for our groups — deciding on who
they can reasonably help with
their time and talents.”

As this year marks the pro-
gram’s 40th anniversary, the
program is being celebrated with
a keepsake booklet featuring
memories and photos from long-
time participants.

Marthey said another chal-
lenge for the groups this year was
writing their thoughts and
stories down for the booklet, but
contributors had to limit their
reflections to 200-250 words to
fit on a page.

“Many group leaders shared
they had a tough time trying to
put everything they want to
share into 250 words,” she said.
“After reading the full text of

See “Years” on Page 13
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Confirmation Schedule
Bishop Mark E. Brennan, Celebrant

Saturday, June 6: Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart,
Charleston, 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, June 14: St. Matthew / Sacred Heart Mission, Point Pleas-
ant, 11:15 a.m.

Saturday, June 20: St. Sebastian, Kingwood, 6 p.m.

program continues its legacy. Vol-

Years“‘ unteers aren’t just repairing
Cont’d from Page 12 houses — they are strengthening
their memories and thoughts, I community, restoring dignity, and
agree because all the stories touch  proving that the work done here is
the heart.” truly “Built by Love, Framed on

As another summer begins, the Service.”

Faithin Action
Starts with You

 Make your ift to the
Catholic Sharing Appeal today!

DWC.ORG/CSA

CATHOLIC

SHARING APPEAL

with Fr. Chapin

=
4,

“;:. "-:-.,\ F o

E
6:30 WTOV FOX9  Wheeling-Steabenville W
6:30 WOWK CBS 13 Huntington-Charleston
8:00 WBOY NBC 12 Weston-Clarksburg-Fairmont |
6:30 WOAY ABC4  Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewishurg) :
8:30 WUNS FOX 59 Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewishurg) g
9:30 WWANBC6  Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewisburg)
11:00WDVM25  Hagerstown-Washington D.C.
Plus watch online at - www.mydailyliving.com and YouTube

Knights of
Columbus’

Carroll Council 504

OF WHEELING, W.VA.

KorC

Since 1900, West Virginia’s first Knights of
Columbus Council — Carroll Council 504 — has been
committed to Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and

Patriotism.

Guided by these Principles, we will continue to serve
the parishioners of St. Michael, St. Vincent de Paul,
St. Alphonsus, and the Cathedral of St. Joseph, and

the Wheeling community today and tomorrow.

To learn more and to join us,

click here



https://www.kofc.org/en//index.html
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Welcome Bishop Evelio Menjivar-Ayala
in a special issue of The Catholic Spirit

Parishes, Catholic schools, and
Catholic groups and organizations
are invited to purchase ads of wel-
come and congratulations to our
new bishop in the July 7 print edition
of The Catholic Spirit. All of the
proceeds help provide The Catholic
Spirit free of charge to all Catholics
in West Virginia. The deadline to
purchase ads is Friday, June 26. Ad
sizes and prices for black and white
are below. For color, add $100. We
can create the ad for you or you are

welcome to send in your own design.

Eighth page - $100
Quarter page - $200
Half page - $400
Full page - $900

To purchase an ad, send e-mail to
crowan@dwec.org with “Welcome

ad” in the subject line.



mailto:crowan@dwc.org
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Wheeling University Receives Half Million

Dollars from Alumna’s Trust

WHEELING — Wheel-
ing University recently re-
ceived more than a half mil-
lion-dollar gift, thanks to a
generous bequest from a
trust established by alumna
Sandra Piper Sonneborn
and her husband, Sydney.

Sandra Sonneborn, or
Sandy as she was known to
her friends, was a member of
the Class of 1960, the Uni-
versity’s second graduating
class.

“Members of the Wheel-
ing University community
are grateful to the Sonne-
born’s for the lasting legacy
they have left. This gift will
impact the lives of students
today and in the future,”
said Wheeling University
President Dianna M. Vargo,
Ed.D.

In keeping with the Son-
neborn’s wishes, the funds
have been placed in the
Wheeling University gen-
eral endowment account as
the Sandra and Sydney Son-
neborn Scholarship Fund.
The interest from the
$525,000 principal will be
used to fund scholarships

for students from West Vir-
ginia.

Edward Shahady, MD,
like Sandy, is a member of
the class of 1960. He re-
called talking to the couple
about his intention to in-
clude the University in his
estate plan.

“During one of our reun-
ions, I told Sandy and Sid
that I was leaving a portion
of my final worth to our uni-
versity and suggested they
do the same. I am glad to see
they included Wheeling in
their plans. I hope others
will consider doing the
same as Sandy and Sid did,”
Dr. Shahady said.

Sandy Sonneborn was a
native of Wheeling. She
married Sydney Sonneborn
tollowing her graduation
from then Wheeling Col-
lege. At Wheeling, she was a
biology major and gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s de-
gree from the program. Dur-
ing her time at the college,
she was active in the annual
Gambol chorus line, which
she enthusiastically reen-
acted with other members

E OF WHEELING-CHARLESTORN

URSILLO

& Department of Faith Formation

invites you to

CURSILLO WEEKENDS

[l MEN’S: JULY 23-26 ®
WOMEN’S: AUGUST 6-9
detolores
John XXIll Pastoral Center
100 Hodges Rd, Charleston, WV 25314
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CONTACT:
CURSILLO@DWC.ORG

of her class during her 50th
reunion. Following gradu-
ation, she went on to be-
come a registered nurse. She
later earned a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing degree
from the University of Mon-
tana in 1981.

Following Sandy’s Son-
neborn’s death in 2014, her
spouse remained connected
to his wife’s alma mater, re-
turning for class reunions,
where he happily took
Sandy’s place in a sub-
sequent Gambol chorus
line. He continued to sup-
port the University until his
own passing in April of
2025.

Sydney Sonneborn was
also a Wheeling native. He
earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Painting from Uni-
versity of Illinois and a
Master’s in Fine Arts from
West Virginia University
after serving in the United
States Air Force. The couple
moved to Miles, Montana in
1967, where they lived for
30 years. Upon their retire-
ment in 1998, they moved
to Palm Desert, California.

Sydney Sonneborn Sandra Sonneborn

Duplaga’s

NOP NOTCH

LANDSCAPING and SUPPLY LLC

Mowing ® Landscaping ® Patios @ Retaining Walls

Supply Yard

Chris Duplaga ,Owner
140 Peninsula Street, Wheeling

www.topnotchlandscape.com

office@topnotchlandscape.com (304) 233-0332
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Dare to be Difterent!
The 2026 Dobbs Day Conference

Sponsored by

St. Gianna Prol.ile Ministry

the St. Gianna Pro-Life Ministry

Be informed

& equipped

Direct Care
Healing & Forgiveness

Education & Witness
Resources & Fundraising

to build a culture of life

“ﬂhL;n“f.:,f{z:ﬂ:‘zfﬁmm amidst the current landscapes

On a Foundation of Prayver

of abortion practices & legal changes.

Sat, June 27 9:00 — 1:00 Featured presenters & panelists

Wheeli_ng University Dr. Wanda Franz of West Virginians
for Life

Erickson Alumni Center, CET Bldg.
Rebekah Cohen Morris of Aim

Cost: $18 Women’s Center

Light food & beverage provided! Morgan David, Ohio Coordiator

. : f Her Pl
To register, please call the o

Cathedral, (304) 233-4121.

Interested in having a table at the

_ conference? Please call Amy Carlson
case we need to add more seating. Miesel, (304) 312-9051.

Early registration is requested, in




June 5, 2026

En Espariol

The Catholic Spirit 17

El estreno de la pelicula del Sagrado Corazén en cines
de EEUU coincidira con la consagracion del pais

WASHINGTON (OSV News)
— Una superproduccién francesa
llega a los cines de EE.UU. justo a
tiempo para la consagracion de la
nacion al Sagrado Corazén de Jesus
y se estrenara para el pablico esta-
dounidense en junio.

Estrenada en Francia el 1 de oc-
tubre de 2025, la pelicula de ficcion
“Sacré Coeur”, subtitulada “Su re-
inado no tendra fin”, se centra en
las apariciones de Jesucristo a una
religiosa francesa de la Congrega-
cion de la Visitacién, Santa Marga-
rita Maria Alacoque, mostrandole
su corazon entre 1673 y 1675, en
Paray-le-Monial, en la regién
francesa de Borgofia.

“Sacré Coeur” se proyectara en
cines (en inglés) del 9 al 11 de junio
y el 14 de junio a través de KREA
Film-Makers, Saje Distribution y
Fathom Entertainment. El 10 de
junio se proyectara en espafiol. La
informacién sobre entradas y cines
se encuentra en
sacredheartfilm.us.

Las proyecciones coinciden con
la consagracion de los Estados Un-
idos al Sagrado Corazén de Jesus
que los obispos estadounidenses
celebraran el 11 de junio.

Creado con motivo del 350.°
aniversario de las apariciones, este
docudrama combina recreaciones
historicas, testimonios y analisis de
expertos. Dedica un amplio espacio
a los relatos de encuentros person-
ales con Jesucristo, a menudo du-
rante la adoracion del Santisimo
Sacramento.

Los testigos y ponentes son muy
diversos, desde el padre Matthieu
Raffray, un sacerdote tradicional-
ista francés conocido por sus con-
tundentes opiniones en las redes
sociales, hasta presos, diputados y
un antiguo traficante de drogas de
Bondy, una localidad de los subur-
bios del norte de Paris conocida por
su elevada tasa de criminalidad.

Los directores de la pelicula,
Steven y Sabrina Gunnell, se inspi-
raron para producirla tras su visita
al santuario de Borgofa. Steven
Gunnell es un antiguo miembro de
la banda francesa de chicos de los
aflos 90 Alliage. Se convirti6 al ca-
tolicismo y ahora trabaja con su es-
posa Sabrina en la produccién de
peliculas relacionadas con su pro-
funda fe cristiana.

La pelicula concede gran impoz-
tancia al santuario de Paray-le-Mo-

- o L ®
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Foto OSV News/cortesia de SAJE
Esta escena de la pelicula “Sacré Coeur” representa a Santa Margarita Maria Ala-
coque, a quien Jesus le mostré su corazén entre 1673 y 1675 en Paray-le-Monial, en
la region francesa de Borgoiia. El éxito de taquilla francés llegara a los cines de EE.UU.
justo a tiempo para la consagracion de la nacion al Sagrado Corazdn de Jestis y se
estrenara para el publico estadounidense del 9 al 14 de junio de 2026.

nial. Confiado ala Comunidad Em-
manuel desde 1985, el santuario
acoge a decenas de miles de peregri-
nos cada ano. Fue el escenario de

junio de 2025.

El jubileo estuvo estrechamente
vinculado a la ultima enciclica del
difunto Papa Francisco, “Dilexit

una celebracion jubilar de gran
éxito con motivo del 350.° aniver-
sario de las apariciones, que tuvo
lugar entre diciembre de 2023 y

Nos”, subtitulada “Sobre el amor
humano y divino del corazon de Je-
sucristo”, publicada en octubre de
2024.

Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de menores:

La di6cesis de Wheeling-Charleston te exhorta a denunciar cualquier delito
ante las autoridades civiles. Para realizar una denuncia en contra de cualquier
obispo en todos los Estado Unidos, favor de reportarlo en la pagina web www.re-
postbishopabuse.org. Y si, ademas, existen motivos para creer que un obispo ha
cometido alguna conducta sexual inapropiada favor de comunicarse con las
autoridades civiles de la jurisdiccion correspondiente y también puede realizar
un reporte en la pagina web antes mencionada. Para informar a las auto-
ridades civiles: comuniquese con la policia local; los nameros varian segin
suubicacion. Siconsidera que alguien esta en peligro inmediato, favor de llamar
al 911. Para informar de forma confidencial sobre cualquier sospecha de abuso
onegligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual, favor de comunicarse con la Ofi-
cina de Servicios de Proteccion Infantil de Niflos y Familias de West Virginia, lla-
mando a la linea directa de abuso infantil al 1-800.352.6513. Para informar
a las autoridades diocesanas: La diocesis exhorta a informar primeramente
alas autoridades civiles correspondientes, cuando la denuncia incluye un delito,
y también alienta a informar a las autoridades eclesiasticas correspondientes.
Para reportar casos sospechosos de abuso sexual de menores por parte del per-
sonal de la Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston, comuniquese directamente con la
didcesis a los teléfonos 1.888.434.6237 o0 304.233.0880 para hablar con cualqui-
era de las siguientes personas asignadas: Sr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Sr. Tim
Bishop, ext. 353; y si desea hablar en espafiol con Sor Martha Gomez, ext. 264.
También puede llamar a la Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la diocesis al

304.230.1504 o a la linea directa de abuso sexual de la di6cesis al 833.230.5656.
Los formularios de quejas estan disponibles en linea en la pagina web
www.dwec.org, favor de hacer clic en "Didcesis" en la barra de menu, luego en
"Oficinas”, en "Ambiente seguro" y en "Descargar archivos y formularios". El for-
mulario se titula "Formulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de me-
nores". El formulario se puede enviar por correo en Estados Unidos a: Office of
Safe Environment, Diocesis of Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling
WYV 26003. Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas de
la Diocesis: Favor de llamar a Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, al 304.559.6742.
Ademas de las vias mencionadas anteriormente para denunciar el abuso sexual,
la didcesis se ha asociado con la compafiia Navex Global que ofrecer la plata-
forma EthicsPoint para informar cualquier inquietud adicional, como sospecha
de mala conducta financiera, profesional y personal de un sacerdote, diacono,
religioso, o empleado laico de la diocesis o cualquier parroquia o escuela catolica
en West Virginia. Puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint a través de la pagina
web www.dwec.org, en “Rendicion de cuentas”, luego “Informar mala conducta”
o llamando al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es una herramienta de denuncia con-
fidencial y an6nima, ellos se encargaran de transmitir su denuncia directamente
alas autoridades civiles y a las autoridades diocesanas correspondientes, y lo mas
importante al denunciar a través de ellos, la identidad de la persona que denun-
cia esta protegida. Enlaces e informaciéon: Departamento de Salud y Recur-
sos Humanos de WV: https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia Estatal de Vir-
ginia Occidental, Unidad de crimenes contra a menores: 304-293-6400.
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Called to Serve:
Prison Ministry Volunteers

Diocese Summer Outreach Program

Our Diocese is seeking dedicated volunteers to serve

in prison ministry this summer. This is a powerful
opportunity to walk with the incarcerated on their 1

journey of faith, hope, and healing.

The Diocese of Wheeling—Charleston is preparing for
its summer prison-ministry visits. Facility locations

and dates will be announced soon.

We invite parishioners who feel called to this work

of mercy to consider serving with us. Volunteers may

participate in prayer services, spiritual support through prayer chain or

simple presence with the incarcerated.

IMPORTANT: All volunteers are required to complete a

background clearance before participating. Clearance

details will be provided upon inquiry.

If you feel called to this ministry or would like more information, please contact:

Sr. Dolores Keyser —dkeyser@dwc.org

Melinda Sanders — msanders@dwc.org

"I was in prison and you visited me."
— Matthew 25:36

E——— 8
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AMP CARL

FAITH & FRIENDSHIP

(" HIGH SCHOOL WEEK: JUNE 28TH — JULY 4TH (GRADES 9-12) )
WEEK 1: JULY 5TH — 11TH (GRADES 3-12)
WEEK 2: JULY 12TH — 18TH (GRADES 3-12
WEEK 3: JULY 19TH — 25TH (GRADES 3-12

Cost: $300 for a week
*Financial Assistance
Available Upon Request

_ o
P = ~ Activities: )

€ 304-233-0880 ext 373 —climbing wall
—giant swing

@ campcarlowv.org —backpacking
-camping
—fishing
-Adoration

EMAIL GGUST@DWC.ORG FOR —-Confession

MORE INFORMATION OR —Mass

' RUESTIONS ) _ —SO much more! y
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REX(EITING
SNEWST

QUO VADIS

 CAMP

for Middle School Boys
=

Due to high demand, we announce:
Quo Vadis Camp - a dedicated Middle School track.
These boys and the high schoolers attending Quo Vadis
Retreat meet at the same location, but middle schoolers
will have activities tailored for them.

Deacon Dave Galvin and trained staff from nearby St.
James the Greater Parish will guide them on an
adventurous path to strengthen their relationship with
God and the Church as they enjoy the amenities of the
Priestfield Pastoral Center - hiking trails, the scenic
Opequon creek, and 38 acres of beautiful cedar forest.

2.3

\

Priest Field Pastoral Center
Kearneysville, WV

| June 29 to July 2, 2026

REGISTER NOW EI

@® \rriestsorg @]

The Welty Home difference:

assisted living at its best

N

www.weltyhome.org * 304.242.5233

ESTABLISHE
LEADER IN
STRUCTURA
HEART CARE

THE MOST ADVANCED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

Learn more at: MyWVUHeart.com

Appointments: 304-243-8362

The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing
staff, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the
only program in West Virginia that offers eight specialized, structural heart
procedures and is one of the few programs in the United States (and

the only one in West Virginia) offering cerebral embolic protection during
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter
mitral valve replacement.

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based techniques to treat all
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

OUR TEAM

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiology

David Michael Campsey MD
Interventional Cardiology

Deepak Hooda MD
Interventional Cardiology

YW WVUHeart&Vascular
Institute




