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Eucharistic Revival Begins on Corpus Christi Sunday

Bishop Brennan Inwvites Faithful to Join in Eucharistic Processions across the State

By Colleen Rowan

est Virginia Catholics will be
taking their faith to the
streets on Corpus Christi

Sunday. Joining in the opening of
the U.S. bishops’ three-year Eucharis-
tic Revival, they will be participating
in Eucharistic processions in their
communities across the state on the
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and
Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) on
June 19. Bishop Mark Brennan is hop-
ing that many Catholic faithful will re-
spond to the invitation to join in the
processions to show their faith and be-
lief of Christ’s true presence in the Eu-
charist.

“Do this for your faith, to benefit
your faith,” Bishop Brennan said as he
encouraged the faithful to participate.
“It’s a way to kick off the year and to
reaffirm our faith in Christ’s presence
in the Eucharist and manifest that
publicly.”

And there is great value in going
public with that belief, the bishop
said. “Going out among the people,
the neighborhood and being willing to
proclaim openly that we believe that
Jesus Christ makes himself truly pres-
ent in this sacrament and we’re not
ashamed to proclaim that.”

The bishop shared these sen-
timents and more as he sat down with
The Catholic Spirit in anticipation
of the revival. He spoke of the

See “Eucharistic” on Page 3

THE EUCHARIST
IS NOTHING
LESS THAN
JESUS CHRIST
IN PERSON.

- BISHOP MARK BRENNAN
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Bishop Brennan Encourages ‘Concrete Action’ after Texas

School Shooting

By Colleen Rowan

WHEELING—“We must do more,” Bishop
Mark Brennan said in the wake of the mass
shooting at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde,
Texas, May 24 in which 19 children and two
teachers were killed.

Bishop Brennan wrote to the Catholic people of
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, asking them to
join with the world in prayer for the victims.

“As Catholics, we are called to pray for those
who have died and assist in healing the deep
wounds of those who mourn,” the bishop said in his
letter of May 25. “But we must now do more than
offer prayers and support. We must encourage
concrete action in the hopes that never again are
school children the target of these heinous acts of vi-
olence.”

The next day on MetroNews’ “Talkline,” Bishop

Brennan urged West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice to
call a special session of the legislature to ban high-
capacity, semi-automatic rifles. “Because what
happened in Texas two days ago could happen in
West Virginia, just as easily,” the bishop said on
“Talkline.”

In an interview with WTRF 7 News in Wheel-
ing June 1, the bishop said he is speaking out on

See “Action” on Page 4
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Obituary—Robyn Elizabeth Gail (Smith) Hammond

Robyn Elizabeth Gail
(Smith) Hammond, 68,
of Wheeling, died Sat-
urday, April 16 after a
five year battle with
Alzheimer’s disease. She
was pre-deceased by her
parents, Beverly Kay
Smith and Dr. David H.
Smith of Canada, and
her sister Beverly Jill
Anita Smith of Wheel-
ing.
She is survived by her three sons,
Michael Hammond, of New Mexico
and his wife Kimberly Corante; An-
drew Hammond, of Wheeling and
his wife Brittney; and David S. Ham-
mond, of Columbus, and five
siblings, Scott Smith, of Wheeling
and his wife, Holli; Lisa Smith, of
Wheeling; Pamela Smith, of Du-
rango, Colorado; Duane Smith, of
Arcata, CA; and Sean Smith, of Ar-
lington, VA.

Robyn was born in Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada in 1954. Robyn’s
parents, Kay and David, emigrated
tothe United Statesin 1955. After re-
siding in Utica, New York and later
Clark’s Summit, Pennsylvania, they
came to live in Wheeling in 1961
when David joined the Wheeling
Clinic. In Wheeling, Robyn attend-
ed Wheeling Country Day School
and Mount de Chantal Academy,
where she graduated in 1972. She
then became a member of the first
class to include women at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, receiving a

degree with honors in re-
ligious studies in 1976.
While attending, Robyn
was baptized as a Catho-
licin the University’s Ba-
silica of the Sacred Heart.
She continued her edu-
cation by completing a
Master’s Degree in Edu-
cation from Spalding
University. Her passion
for teaching continued
throughout her entire life. She
taught in many schools after receiv-
ing her degrees and ultimately re-
turned to her beloved Mount de
Chantal as a teacher upon returning
to Wheeling. She taught there for
several years and eventually served
as the school’s principal. In the early
2000s, Robyn joined the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston’s Department
of Catholic Schools as Director of
Religion, and by her retirement in
2017 was serving as Associate Super-
intendent. Robyn consistently
made deep and lasting impressions
on those she met in the schools she
attended, the places she worked, the
classrooms she taught in, and the
places she went. She had heartfelt
connections and lifelong friend-
ships with many people, including
classmates from the Mount and
Notre Dame, colleagues from the Di-
ocese, and friends and neighbors
from the many places she lived.
Her interests and gifts were nu-
merous and varied. She was an avid
and voracious reader, a talented art-

ist, an enthusiastic gardener, a
learned student of history and pol-
itics, a lover of music, a passionate
educator, and had a keen apprecia-
tion for beauty in all its forms.
Robyn also loved to travel, especially
to South Bend, IN, where she
frequently went with her sons to
Notre Dame football games, or just
to visit the campus when she had
the opportunity.

Robyn cherished her family,
speaking frequently of how much
she adored her parents and how
much love she had for her sistersand
brothers. She also often said that her
favorite job was being a mother to
her three children. She loved as a
parent wholeheartedly and im-
parted to them a love of learning, a
commitment to kindness and keep-
ing an open heart, an appreciation
of nature and elegance, and dedica-
tion to family and friends. Well
known and admired for her in-
credibly sharp mind, her steadfast-
ness, her commitment to her spiri-
tual and civic morality, her endless
warmth, her quiet dignity, her love
to laugh, her gentleness, her ever-
present smile, and her determina-
tion, she will be missed by all who
knew her, and especially by her
family that sheloved beyond meas-
ure.

Interment was in Mount Calvary
Cemetery in Wheeling, where she
was laid to rest with her parents. Do-
nations may be made in Robyn’s
memory to the Blanchette Rockefel-
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To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual
Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston encourages reporting to civil au-
thorities first and foremost if a crime has been
committed. We also encourage utilizing www.
reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about
any bishop in the U.S. If you have reason to be-
lieve that a bishop has engaged in sexual mis-
conduct or has interfered with an investigation
into sexual misconduct, please contact civil au-
thorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit
www.reportbishopabuse.org.

To Report to Civil Authorities: Con-
tact your local law enforcement: numbers
will vary based on your location. If you believe
someone is in im- mediate danger, call 911. To
confidentially report any incidence of suspected
child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse,
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children
and Families’ Child Protective Services by cal-
ling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513.
You may report anonymously to this hotline if
you prefer.

To Report to Diocesan Authorities:
The diocese encourages reportng to the appro-
priate civil authorities first and foremost if a
crime has been committed. The diocese also en-
courages reporting to the appropriate church
authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual
abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact
one of the following designees at
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or
Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270.
You may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe En-
vironment at 304.230.1504. You may also call
the Diocese’s sexual abuse hotline at
833.230.5656. Complaint forms are available
online at www.dwc.org, click “Diocese” on the
menu bar, then “Offices,” then “Safe Environ-
ment”, then “Download Files and Forms.” The
form is titled “Complaint Form for Allegations
of Sexual Abuse of a Minor.” The form may be
returned via U.S. mail to: Office of Safe Environ-
ment, Diocese of Wheeling- Charleston, PO Box
230, Wheeling WV 26003.

To Report to the Diocese’s Victim As-
sistance Coordinator: please call Dr. Patricia
Bailey at 304.242.6988. In addition to the
methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse,
the Diocese also has partnered with Navex
Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to re-
port other, additional concerns, such as sus-
pected financial, professional, and personal mis-
conduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay em-
ployee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or
schoolin = West Virginia. The EthicsPoint plat-
form can be accessed via www.dwc.org,
under “Accountability”, then “Report Miscon-
duct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is
a third-party reporting system that
reports to civil authorities where applicable and
Diocesan authorities,  and the identity of the
person reporting is protected. Links and
information: WV Department of Health and
Human Resources: https://www.wvdhhr.org/re-
port.asp. West Virginia State Police, Crimes
Against Children Unit: 304-293-6400.

Sexual Abuse Awareness Training

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) requires that all Dioceses/Eparchies
have in place a Safe Environment Program for
the protection of children and young people. In
accordance with these requirements, the Dio-
cese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe Environ-
ment Program consists of the following compo-
nents for persons seeking employment or to vol-
unteer—directly or indirectly—with children:
background check; receipt of the Diocese’s Pol-
icy Relating to Sexual Abuse of Children; and
sexual abuse awareness training for adults. Sex-
ual abuse awareness training may be completed
online or via live workshop. For more informa-
tion on the Office of Safe Environment,please
go to www.dwec.org, click “Diocese”, then “Of-
fices,” then “Office of Safe Environment.”
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Eucharistic...

Cont’d from Page 1
importance of having the proces-
sions and why this three-year initia-
tive of bishops is vital at this time.
Quite simply, it is to reinvigorate the
belief in the real presence. Sadly,
many Catholics today do not believe
in it, even some regular Mass goers,
Bishop Brennan pointed out. The
bishops discovered this through sur-
veys and other evidence which show
that a high percentage of Catholics
do not recognize that it is Jesus him-
self whom they receive in the Eucha-
rist.

“That’s really a problem,” Bishop
Brennan said. “Even those who go to
Mass regularly. They seem to see it as,
at best, as a symbol of Jesus, a re-
minder to us of him; or it’s just we're
sharing a meal together. It just stays
in the horizontal level.” But they
need to see it in the vertical level,
Bishop Brennan said, “that Jesus
Christ actually, through the agency
of the priest at the Mass, does change
at its deepest reality the bread and
wine into his body and blood.”

The bishop pointed to poor cate-
chesis, parents not practicing the
faith or living the faith, or simply one
forgetting what he or she has been
taught among the reasons for this dis-
belief. He then recalled his discus-
sions with young first communicants
over the years about Christ’s true
presence in the Eucharist. “It’s really
him,” Bishop Brennan said he would
tell thelittle ones. “Just like when you
go trick-or-treating you wear a cos-
tume, but it’s really you underneath.
So that really is Jesus. Don’t be fooled
by appearances.”

The Catholic people need to redis-
cover that understanding, Bishop
Brennan stressed. How the church
reaches them is through a re-evange-
lization, and that’s where the Eucha-
ristic Revival comes in.

The Impact of a Eucharistic

Procession

Bishop Brennan remembered a
large Eucharistic procession he led
in one of his former parishes. The
Catholic faithful processed from
one church to another in the com-
munity.

“Along the way we would see
people sometimes kneel down as
we were passing, make the sign of
the cross,” he recalled.

People were respectful, he said.
Cars would stop so they could cross
streets. Others who weren’t reli-
gious stopped and looked on in-
trigued.

“I think it has a double impact,”
the bishop said of the procession.
“One is on those taking part in the
procession. It reaffirms their faith
in Christ’s true presence in the Eu-
charist. And for other people who
witness it, they reaffirm their faith.
It may also just raise questions,
‘What is this all about?’ And then
you have a chance to explain.”

e need to revive the faith of the people of

Christ’s true presence in the Eucharist.
The Eucharist is central to our Catholic faith.”

—Bishop Mark Brennan

When and Where in
West Virginia?

On this Corpus Christi Sunday
(June 19), Bishop Brennan will lead a
Eucharistic procession for the Wheel-
ing Vicariate from the Cathedral of St.
Joseph in Wheeling to neighboring St.
Alphonsus Church, seven blocks away.
The procession begins after the 10:30
a.m. Mass at the cathedral. At St. Al-
phonsus, benediction will be held and
a dinner will follow. There will also be a
procession for the vicariate at St. John
the Evangelist Parish in Wellsburg (call
the parish for time).

For other communities in the dio-
cese, going from one church to another
may not be possible, the bishop noted,
aslogistics vary tremendously. Parishes,
he suggested, could process from the
church to a city park or some other ap-
propriate venue for benediction.

The hope is to have at least two Eu-
charistic processions in each of the six
vicariates of Beckley, Charleston,
Clarksburg, Martinsburg, Parkersburg,
and Wheeling. One of the processions
being in a large city and another in one

JOIN PARISHES

"MY FLESH FC

of the rural areas.

Parishes that are holding the proces-
sions can then invite small delegations
from parishes within the vicariate to
participate. Bishop Brennan said he re-
alizes that many parishes hold Eucha-
ristic processions each year and no one
is suggesting they cancel them. They
should hold them as scheduled, he said,
but suggested they send a small delega-
tion of parishioners to participate in
one of the larger processions for the vi-
cariate.

Plans are set for the Martinsburg Vi-
cariate. Very Rev. Timothy]J. Grassi, V.E,
pastor of St. James the Greater Parish in
Charles Town, said Mass at St. James is
at 11 a.m. on thefeast of Corpus Christi.
The parish, he said, will team up with
the Canons of the New Jerusalem with
aprocession from St. James to the Priory
of the Annunciation, where benedic-
tion will be held. Refreshments will fol-
low.

Very Rev. Casey Mahone, V.E, pastor
of Immaculate Conception Parish in
Clarksburg, said that because the
Clarksburg Vicariate is so geographi-
cally vast, the Catholic faithful are in-
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vited to six Eucharistic processions that
were already scheduled on Corpus
Christi Sunday. They will be held at: Im-
maculate Conception Parish in Clarks-
burg after the 11 a.m. Mass with a pro-
cession from the church and returning
to the church for benediction and re-
freshments; Our Lady of Mercy Mission
in Parsons; St. Patrick Parish in Weston;
Immaculate Conception Parish in Fair-
mont; and St. John University Parish in
Morgantown. St. Brendan Parish in El-
kins and Holy Rosary Parish in Buck-
hannon are working together in plan-
ning one procession as well (call par-
ishes for times).

On the solemnity in the Charleston
Vicariate, the Basilica of the Co-Cathe-
dral of the Sacred Heart in Charleston
will have a procession after the noon
Mass to the Slack Plaza where benedic-
tion will be held. A social will follow. St.
Joseph Parish in Huntington will have
a procession after the 5:30 p.m. Mass.

For the Beckley Vicariate there will
be a procession following the 6 p.m.
Saturday (June 18) Mass at Sacred Heart
Parish in Bluefield. The next day (June
19) processions will be held following
the 11 a.m. Mass at St. Francis de Sales
Parish in Beckley and following the 11
a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart Parish in
Princeton.

In the Parkersburg Vicariate, St.
Francis Xavier Parish in Parkersburg
will have one Mass for the parish that
weekend at 9:30 a.m. on Corpus Christi
Sunday followed by a Eucharistic pro-
cession around downtown. The com-
munity will gather for a celebratory
meal after the procession. St. Margaret
Mary Parish in Parkersburg will have a
prayer service and a small procession
around the church for people who have
mobility issues at 3 p.m. on the solem-
nity. St. John Parish in St. Marys will
have a procession that day around the
church grounds at S p.m. A covered-
dish dinner will follow. St. Vincent de
Paul Parish in New Martinsville will
have Mass at 10:30 a.m. followed by a
Eucharistic procession for all four
churches in the cluster followed by a
cluster picnic at St. Vincent de Paul in
Holy Name Park.

‘My Flesh for the Life of the
World’

There are people who have
walked away from Catholicism, but
though the Eucharistic Revival the
U.S. bishops aim to “bring people
back to the church which openly ac-
knowledges the Lord’s presence in
the sacrament of the altar,” Bishop
Brennan said. That is the hope of the
bishops. “We need to revive the faith
of the people of Christ’s true pres-
ence in the Eucharist. The Eucharist
is central to our Catholic faith. It’s
not a peripheral thing. It’s at the
heart and center of our worship.”

The theme for the diocesan
year of the Eucharistic Revival
in Wheeling-Charleston is “My
Flesh for the Life of the World”
from John 6:51. This first year of
the revival begins on Corpus

See “Eucharistic” on Page 4
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Faith and the Climate
Gathering Will Foster

Discussion in Morgantown

MORGANTOWN
— “Faith and the Cli-
mate: What can we do?”
will be held June 26
from 1:30-2:30 p.m. at
St. Francis de Sales
Church, Morgantown.

“Join us for a gather-
ing of discussion, action
on faith, the climate cri-
sis, and our calling and
opportunity to protect
our planet, and a little
music,” organizers said.
“In his climate encycli-
cal, the Holy Father fo-
cused the Catholic com-
munity and other
people of good faith on
our collective respon-
sibility to be stewards of
creation and combat the
climate crisis. Standing
on the shoulders and ac-

tions of his predecessors,
Popes John Paul II and
Benedict XVI, Pope
Francis declared boldly
in his encyclical, ‘Living
our vocation to be pro-
tectors of God’s handi-
work is essential to a life
of virtue; it is not an op-
tional or a secondary as-
pect of our Christian ex-
perience.””

As the seventh year
since the introduction
of the encyclical Lau-
dato Si’ has passed, or-
ganizers of the event
said this stewardship re-
sponsibility has become
more urgent than ever.
The gathering will in-
clude music by noted
Catholic artist and
member of Moms Clean

Air Force Lucia Valen-
tine, who will also join a
discussion with Father
Rich McCouch, director
ofthe Appalachian Insti-
tute at Wheeling Uni-
versity, and parishioner
Charles DiSalvo, who
will serve as the moder-
ator.

“Beyond discussion
and music, the event
will include tangible ac-
tions of what people of
faith have done and can
do to be part of a new
day in our relationship
with creation,” organiz-
ers said. “Bring an open
mind, bring questions,
and bring your kids
(childcare provided) as
we engage in this essen-
tial discussion.”

Action...

Cont’d from Page 1
the issue because, “As a religious
leader I have to be concerned about
the welfare of our people.”

The bishop told WTRF News that
he commends the governor for the
excellent work in West Virginia dur-
ing the pandemic of keeping the
public safe, adding that the current
issue is a matter of public safety as
well.

In his May 25 letter to the faithful,
Bishop Brennan said it is obvious
that mental health issues, unchecked
anger, and rage are part of the prob-
lem and can lead to people commit-
ting “unspeakable acts of evil and vi-
olence, and we must address these is-
sues, but it is equally apparent that
those perpetrating these terrible
atrocities are able to do so because
they wield powerful weapons that
are able to kill and maim dozens of
people in just seconds.”

CNN reported that the shooter in
Uvalde, 18-year-old Salvador Ramos
who was killed by Border Patrol
agents at the school, legally pur-
chased two AR platform rifles at a
local federal firearms licensee May 17
and May 20 and 375 rounds of am-
munition.

“We must do more as a society to
limit the availability of these types of
weapons,” Bishop Brennan wrote,
“especially to those whose sole pur-
pose is to use such weapons to com-
mit atrocities against our brothers
and sisters.”

Bishop Brennan ended his letter
by calling on everyone to pray “for
an end to this evil and implore both
gun owners and our elected officials

to work together and take action to
ensure the safety of our children, our
schools, our churches, and our com-
munities.”

The tragedy in Uvalde was just 10
days after a mass shooting in Buffalo,
N.Y., where 10 people, all of whom
were black, were killed in a supermar-
ket. Authorities said the shooter,
who was white, was motivated by ha-
tred for black people. NBC News re-
ported that Payton Gendron, 18, was
indicted June 1 on charges of domes-
tic terrorism motivated by hate and
10 counts of first-degree murder.

“All violent taking of life violates
God’s commandment: ‘You shall not
kill” [Exodus 20: 13] but it is espe-
cially galling to learn from news re-
ports that the lives of these victims
were taken precisely because they
were African Americans,” Bishop
Brennan said in a May 15 letter to the
Catholic people of West Virginia fol-
lowing that shooting.

The bishop wrote that he recog-
nizes that most gun owners have
them for the protection of their fam-
ilies and themselves or for hunting
but challenged them to propose
ways in which the availability of
guns could be significantly re-
stricted. Gun owners in West Vir-
ginia can help shape public policy
that allows for both responsible gun
ownership use balanced with com-
mon sense rules to limit the use of
military style weapons, he said.

The same day of Bishop Brennan’s
interview with WTRF 7, news broke
of another mass shooting at the Na-
talie Building at St. Francis Hospital
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, June 1. Accord-
ing to ABC News, four people were
killed and many more injured.

St. Paul’s Students among
Regional Winners of

Kids Kick Opioids Contest
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Pictured, from left, are eighth-grader Megan Brinkley, sixth-grader
Alexis Miller, and seventh-grader Adalynne Welsh of St. Paul School in
Weirton.

WEIRTON—West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey
announced 12 students from the Northern Panhandle as regional
winners of the office’s sixth Kids Kick Opioids contest, a compe-
tition designed to spur creativity and raise awareness of prescrip-
tion painkiller abuse.

Regional winners are eighth-grader Megan Brinkley, sixth-
grader Alexis Miller, and seventh-grader Adalynne Welsh of St.
Paul School in Weirton.

Judges recognized winning entries from 79 students over-
all. Those designs will be displayed in the State Capitol in the
tall.

Eucharistic...

Cont’d from Page 3

Christi Sunday and ends on the solemnity next June. The goal is to animate
people from around each diocese in the U.S. by doing things that are diocesan
or carried out on the vicariate level, Bishop Brennan said. Throughout the di-
ocesan year there will be events and gatherings at vicariate level such as talks.
Bishop Brennan would like teaching Masses held like those for adults in the
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). TeachingMasses help explain the
Mass and walk people through the celebration to make sense of what is hap-
pening and why. It does not have to be a real Mass, the bishop said, just an
explanation to help people understand. It gives people an understanding of
what they are taking part in.

The bishop suggested reading St. Justin the Martyr’s apology (an explana-
tion) written in AD 155-157.

“He outlines the Catholic Mass,” Bishop Brennan said. “If you read that
you can see that’s what we do today. There is a liturgy of the word and there’s
preaching.” The bishop said the phrasing does not say gospels, it says “the
memoirs of the apostles.” There are the prayers of the faithful, there is an of-
fertory procession with the gifts that are brought up, holy Communion is dis-
tributed, and the deacons bring Communion to the sick and imprisoned.

“Wedoall those things at Mass today,” Bishop Brennan said. “Even the way
we celebrate the Eucharist has not changed substantially,” since St. Justin, who
was the first to write a complete description of the Mass which had been cele-
brated through more than 100 years prior to his writing.

The closing of the diocesan year will be on the feast of Corpus Christi
2023. There will be regional celebrations on maybe the Friday evening and
Saturday on the weekend of the solemnity gathering people together
for teachings, music and Mass, before but not interfering with the Sunday
schedule.
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After Tragedy in Texas, outpouring of Help
Shows ‘God is Good,’ Priest Says

By Jan Kilby, Catholic
News Service

SAN ANTONIO (CNS)
— Those finding them-
selves between hurt and
hope in difficult times need
help.

This has been the case in
Uvalde, Texas, since a mass
shooting May 24 at Robb
Elementary School took the
lives of 19 children and two
teachers.

Another 17 were injured,
and according to news re-
ports, six remained hospi-
talized as of May 30, includ-
ing one in serious con-
dition.

Catholic priests, dea-
cons, church staff, parishio-
ners, and staff of schools
and organizations continue
to provide counseling, fi-
nancial aid and additional
services to the families who
lost loved ones and to
others in the devastated
community.

“God is good in the
midst of the darkness,” said
Father Matthew De Leon,
who has been helping the
Uvalde community. His
own parishioners have been
preparing food for the vol-
unteers in Uvalde.

He is pastor of two par-
ishes not far from Uvalde,
St. Patrick’s in Sabinal,
Texas, and St. Joseph’s in
Knippa, Texas. He also
serves as pastor of St. Mary’s
in Vanderpool, Texas, about
an hour away.

He said that he had
gone to the Uvalde hospital
May 24 after learning
about the shooting. He had
met with the injured being
treated there and their fam-
ilies.

“Every hour during this
situation, ministry
changes,” he said. “Every
day, there is more clarity
and direction about what is
needed.”

He said that he and
others were now planning
funeral services for those
who had lost their lives in
the shooting.

Father De Leon has been
inspired by the people of
Uvalde. “They have the gift
of faith,” he told Catholic
News Service.

Counseling and other
services for those in Uvalde
have been available at
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church there, as well as
SSGT Willie de Leon Civic
Center and the Fairplex, a
meeting facility, the priest
said.

Uvalde and surrounding
towns are part of the Arch-
diocese of San Antonio,
which has been assisting
family members directly af-
fected by the violent act.

San Antonio Archbishop
Gustavo Garcia-Siller has
been celebrating Mass at
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church in Uvalde daily. He
also has been meeting with
people to console them.

When he was asked in a
May 27 phone interview
how church members were
managing to help those in
Uvalde, he said, “We are
doing well.”

“There is so much gener-
osity in people’s hearts,” he
said.

When complimented on
the church’s ability to do so
much for others, he humbly
said, “It’s the Holy Spirit.”

Ministry to those experi-

encing loss involves “a lot
of learning,” he said. “We
go at a slow pace in accom-
panying the grieving. We
walk at the pace of the
people.”

Archbishop Garcia-Siller
said those who had sur-
vived the shooting situ-
ation also had been affected
by it.

“All of us are invited to
learn and grow” from such
experiences, he  said.
“People can discover a new
relationship with God.”

He described having
talked earlier that day with
some children at Sacred
Heart Catholic Parish in Del
Rio, Texas, and said he had
been moved by their com-
passion. They had told him
that they were praying for
the souls of those who had
died in Uvalde and their
parents and for the school
shooter’s family.

Father Arackathara Baby-
chan, pastor of St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Church
in Hondo, Texas, also has
been in Uvalde.

He said in a phone inter-
view May 26 that he had
been saddened by the news
of the shooting. “I was
shaken,” he said.

“As a human being, you
feel the pain,” he said. “Ev-
eryone is affected.”

He was at Uvalde’s
Civic Center the afternoon
of May 25, he said. There he
and a deacon talked with
about 12 families. They
prayed with them and lis-
tened while they shared
their feelings.

“We comforted and af-
firmed them to show that
we cared,” Father Babychan

a

CNS Photo/Jonathan Ernst, Reuters

A child in Uvalde, Texas, cries during Mass at Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church May 29. A gunman killed 19 children and two
teachers at Robb Elementary School May 24.

said.

His said that his role was
providing stability for those
experiencing fear, anxiety,
shock and confusion.

Father James Fischler,
pastor of St. Louis Catholic
Church in Castroville,
Texas, has been in Uvalde,
as well.

Those there had thanked
the priests who had come to
their town, he said in a
phone interview May 27.
The people also wanted to
talk to them.

“One reason for the
Catholic Church’s recent
call for participation in the
synod was to listen to
people,” he said.

He was referring to the
Catholic Church’s two-

year synodal process titled
“For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participa-
tion, Mission” in October
2021. It involves listening
sessions at every level of the
church and will lead to a
general assembly of the
Synod of Bishops in Oc-
tober 2023.

The tragedy in Uvalde
has made people more
aware of their “common
humanity, connectedness,”
he said. Father Fischler also
said that Bishop Alonso
Garza Trevifio of Piedras Ne-
gras, Mexico, a city across
from Eagle Pass, Texas, had
been in Uvalde.

The bishop had told
him, “We are all in this to-
gether.”

i MILLS GROUP

ARCHITECTURE = PLANNING = PRESERVATION

SERVING THE DIOCESE OF
WHEELING-CHARLESTON’S PARISHES
AND SCHOOLS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

(—

DWC PARISHIONERS VICTOR GRECO, JULIE DOERR AND ALEXIS BEHRENS

VISIT US @ MILLSGROUPONLINE.COM
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Pope Announces New Cardinals, Including U.S.

Bishop McElroy

By Junno Arocho Esteves, Catholic News Serv-
ice

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Francis an-
nounced he will create 21 new cardinals Aug. 27, in-
cluding 68-year-old Bishop Robert W. McElroy of San
Diego.

The pope made the announcement at the end of
his “Regina Coeli” address May 29, telling the crowd
in St. Peter’s Square the names of the 16 cardinals
under the age of 80, who will be eligible to vote in a
conclave, and the names of five elderly churchmen
whose red hats are a sign of esteem and honor. “Let us

pray for the new cardinals so that, in confirming their
adhesion to Christ, they may help me in my ministry
as bishop of Rome for the good of the entire holy
people of God,” the pope said.

After the Aug. 27 consistory, there will be 132 car-
dinals eligible to enter a conclave, and the number of
those over 80 will be 97, bringing the total number of
cardinals to 229.

Hereis the full list of the new cardinals, in the order
named by the pope:

— Archbishop Arthur Roche, 72, prefect of the
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacra-

ments.

— Archbishop Lazarus You Heung-sik, 70, prefect
of the Congregation for Clergy.

— Archbishop Fernando Vérgez Alzaga, 77, pres-
ident of the Pontifical Commission for Vatican City
State and president of the Governorate of Vatican City
State.

— Archbishop Jean-Marc Aveline of Marseille,
France, 63.

— Bishop Peter Ebere Okpaleke of Ekwulobia, Nig-
eria, 59.

See “Cardinals” on Page 8

Vatican Offers Indulgence for World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly

By Cindy Wooden, Catholic
News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Any
Catholic who participates in the
celebration July 24 of the World Day
tor Grandparents and the Elderly
can receive a plenary indulgence,
the Vatican announced.

“Grandparents, the elderly and
all the faithful who, motivated by a
true spirit of penance and charity,”
attend Mass or other prayer services
for the occasion can receive the in-
dulgence, which “can also be ap-
plied as a suffrage for the souls in
purgatory,” said the announcement
published May 30.

Pope Francis celebrated the first
World Day for Grandparents and
the Elderly in 2021 and decreed that
it be observed each year on the Sun-
day closest to the feast of Sts. Joa-
chim and Anne, Jesus’ grandpar-
ents.

In his message for this year’s cele-
bration, Pope Francis asked older
people like himself to be “artisans of
the revolution of tenderness.”

“We grandparents and elderly
people have a great responsibility:
to teach the women and men of our
time to regard others with the same
understanding and loving gaze with
which we regard our own grandchil-

dren,” he had written.

Addressing younger people as
well, the 85-year-old pope encour-
aged them to seek out and visit
those who feel most alone. “Expect-
ing a visit can transform those days
when we think we have nothing to
look forward to; from an initial en-
counter, a new friendship can
emerge,” he said. “Visiting the eld-
erly who live alone is a work of
mercy in our time!”

Announcing the indulgence May
30, the Vatican said it also can apply
to those who “devote adequate time
to actually or virtually visiting their
elderly brothers and sisters in need

or in difficulty.”

To receive a plenary indulgence,
which is a remission of the temporal
punishment due for one’s sins, a
person must show detachment from
sin, go to confession, receive the Eu-
charist and pray for the intentions
of the pope. The indulgence also is
available to “the elderly sick and all
those who, unable to leave their
homes for a serious reason, spirit-
ually join” the celebrations, particu-
larly by watching on television or
the internet or listening on the
radio, and “offer to the merciful
God their prayers, sorrows and suf-
tferings,” the Vatican said.

Wednesday
June 22nd

Thursday
June 23rd

CELEBRATE FAITH AND FAMILY WITH US!

10" WORLD MEETING

OIFAMILIES

JUNE 22-26 2022

Friday
June 24th

Basilica of the Co-Cathedral
of the Sacred Heart
Charleston, WV

6:00pm - Mass
Bishop Brennan presiding
Music by Mark Haas

Inwood, WV

Speakers and Reception to Follow

Speakers:
Speakers: Joyce Bibey
Tim Bishop Tim Bishop

Nick Chancey
Colleen Criste

Nick Chancey

St. Leo Catholic Church

6:00pm - Mass
Fr. Alfred Obiudu presiding
Music by Ross Semler

Speakers and Reception to Follow

Tyler and Sydney Kilbane

St. John XXIIl Pastoral Center
Charleston, WV

6:00pm - Mass
Monsignor Samuel Sacus
Music by Mark Haas

Speakers and Reception to Follow

Speakers:
Tim Bishop
Colleen Criste
Daniel Maul

Colleen Criste
Seth Johnson
Micah Schlittenhardt

Scan the QR Code or visitwww.dwc.org/world-meeting-of-families to Register.

Saturday
June 25th

St. Francis De Sales School
Morgantown, WV
All Day Festival
with Food, Kids Activities, Confession,
and Adoration/Benediction

5:15pm & 8:00pm - Mass
Msgr. Cincinnati presiding
Music by Donna Kinsey

Speakers:
Speakers: Joyce Bibey
Deacon Walter Calabrese Nick Chancey
Tim Bishop
Daniel Maul

Sunday
June 26th

Cathedral of St. Joseph
Wheeling, WV

3:00pm - Mass
Bishop Brennan presiding
Music by Matthew Berher

Speakers and Reception to Follow
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Catholic Charities West Virginia to Hold
Hymns for Hope Event

ATHENS—Catholic Charities West Vir-
ginia (CCWVa) will hold its Hymns for
Hope event on Sunday, June 5. The event
will take place at Concord University’s Stu-
dent Center Ballroom in Athens from 3
p.m. to 5 p.m.

The concert-style event brings together
a variety of performers from all over the
local region.

“We look forward to bringing the com-
munity together for singing, celebration
and fellowship,” said Matt Atwood,
CCWVa Southern Regional director.

Performers include Arnold Palmer,
Carla Bragg, Erin Fultineer, Hannah Puck-
ett, Jeff Maddow, Lily Comer, Mike Farris
and T.J. Goins.

Admission to the event is free; a free-
will offering will be taken during the pro-
gram. All funds raised will benefit
CCWVa’s programs and services provided

in southern West Virginia. CCWVa’s
Southern Region has offices in Princeton,
Hinton, Beckley, Welch, and Webster
Springs.

“Catholic Charities relies on the gener-
ous contributions of individuals, groups
and businesses to support our programs,”
said Atwood. “We provide a number of
programs and services, including food
pantries, thrift stores and adult educa-
tion.”

CCWVa is the largest independent pro-
vider of social and human services in West
Virginia. Assistance is available to anyone
in need, regardless of their religion, race,
national origin, age, or any other identify-
ing factor.

For more information about Hymns
for Hope, visit https://catholic
charitieswv.org/hymns-for-hope/ or call
(304) 425-4306, ext. 3.

Catholic Charities West Virginia
Hymns for
Hope

Catechist Trainings begin This Month

WEST VIRGINIA—
Over the course of 11 Satur-
days this summer, the dio-
cese’s Director of Evange-
lization and Catechesis
Daniel Maul will be travel-
ing to different parishes ac-
ross the diocese to offer cat-
echist trainings.

Though these classes are
primarily intended for the
volunteer catechist in a
parish religious education
program, anyone is wel-
come to attend.

“I think the method and
content would be particu-
larly helpful also to
Catholic school religion
teachers, RCIA (Rite of
Christian Initiation of

Adults) team leaders, youth
ministers, bible-study co-
ordinators and anyone who
works in the areas of
evangelization and cate-
chesis,” Maul said. He will
be offering six different
courses: 1) Introduction to
Catechesis, 2) Introduction
to Prayer and Praying with
Children, 3) Catholic Be-
liefs and a Survey of Catho-
lic Doctrine, 4) Introduc-
tion to Scripture, 5) Jesus
Christ, and 6) The Seven
Sacraments and Sacramen-
tal Living.

Each training day begins
at 8:30 a.m. and ends at
4:30 p.m., consisting of five
class sessions.

WVA4Life Greenbrier
Pro-Life Chapter Invites
All to March with Members
in Fourth of July Parade

ALDERSON—WV4Life Greenbrier Pro-Life Chapter
invites anyone who would like to participate to march
with members in the First Annual Fourth of July Parade in

Alderson on July 4 at 10 a.m.

“We need your support,”chapter members said. “Life is
worth defending regardless of whether in the womb or in

the nursing home.”

WV4Life Greenbrier Chapter meets on the third
Thursday of the month at Emmanuel Community
Church on Harts Run Road, in Caldwell.

Call the chapter to become a member at (304) 661-

9866.

Anyone who attends all
six courses and completes
all of the assignments
for each course will be certi-
fied as a catechist in the Di-
ocese of Wheeling-Charles-
ton.

“The purpose of these
courses is to enable people
to feel ready and equipped
to educate others — espe-
cially children and young
people — in the faith,”
Maul said. “They are meant
to give adults a solid foun-
dation upon which to es-
tablish or continue their
own personal study of the
faith.”

The following are dates,
locations, and courses to be
offered: June 4, Sacred
Heart Parish in Princeton,
Jesus Christ; June 11, St. Jo-
seph Parish in Huntington,
Introduction to Prayer and
Praying with Children;
June 18, Immaculate Con-

Hall in Morgantown.

with disabilities,

Hope.”

MORGANTOWN—Come celebrate
Morgantown Magnificat’s 10th anniver-
sary at a free inspirational prayer break-
fast June 11 at St. John University Parish

The speaker will be Eileen Benthal,
an advocate for families and people
and
“Breathing Underwater: A Journey of

ception Parish in Clarks-
burg, Introduction to
Prayer and Praying with
Children; July 9, St. Marga-
ret Mary Parish in Parkers-
burg, Introduction to Cate-
chesis; July 16, St. James
the Greater Parish in
Charles Town, Introduc-
tion to Catechesis; July 23,
St.John Parish in Benwood,
Jesus Christ; July 30, Basil-
ica of the Co-Cathedral of
the Sacred Heart in Charles-
ton, Catholic Beliefs and a
Survey of Catholic Doc-
trine; Aug.6, St. Peter the
Fisherman Parish in Fair-
mont, Catholic Beliefs and
a Survey of Catholic Doc-
trine; Aug. 13, St. Francis
Xavier Parish in Parkers-
burg, Introduction to Scrip-
ture; Aug. 20, Assumption
Parish in Keyser, Introduc-
tion to Scripture; and Aug.
27, St. Anthony Parish in
Follansbee, The Seven Sac-

raments and Sacramental
Living.

To become a certified
catechist through these
training days, one needs
to attend six required
courses. These can be taken
at a pace that is comfort-
able for each individual
catechist. However, cate-
chists will be able to
achieve certification
within three years, without
ever having to leave their
own vicariates.

There is no fee for the
training; these days are en-
tirely free for all partici-
pants. They will be spon-
sored by the Office of
Evangelization and Cate-
chesis in conjunction with
the hosting parishes.

To register for courses,
contact Maul by e-mail to
dmaul@dwc.org or by cal-
ling (304)233-0880, ext.
376.

Morgantown Magnificat to Celebrate
10th Anniversary with Prayer Breakfast

In her talk, Benthal will share her
family’s miraculous journey of faith
in the midst of severe trials.

A free continental breakfast will be

served at the event.

author of

Those interested in attending, must
register by June 4.

To register send e-mail to Claire at
CLRPLO9@gmail.com or call Mary Paul

at (304) 319-2747.
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Parishioners to
Share Value of
Natural Family

Planning in Sum-
mersville

SUMMERSVILLE—St. John the Evangelist
Parish in Summersville will host “Catholics and
Babies: A Healthy Approach to Family Planning
on June 25 from 10 a.m. to noon.

The presenters for the gathering will be Philip
and Jaimie Althage, who are parishioners of St.
John'’s. They will celebrate nine years of mar-
riage this month and have three children. Philip
and Jaimie moved to Clay County from Texas a
couple of years ago, where they take care of
Jaimie’s grandfather and manage the family
farm. They are both certified NFP (Natural
Family Planning) promoters through the Couple
to Couple League and are passionate about shar-
ing the message of NFP and God’s plan for Chris-
tian marriage with other couples.

The meeting will be held in Marist Hall, lo-
cated at 1610 Webster Road in Summersville.

Those who wish to attend are asked to register
before June 20 by calling the parish office at
(304) 872-2554. Lunch will be served.

Memorial Mass for Children Who Died
before Birth to be Celebrated in Weirton

WEIRTON—"“You are not forgotten.
You are not overlooked,” organizers of the
Memorial Mass for Children who died be-
fore birth want parents and families to
know.

They are invited to participate in the
memorial Mass which will be celebrated
for unborn children who have died,
whether by miscarriage, abortion, ectopic
(tubal) pregnancy, no distinction will be
made. Whether the loss occurred recently
or years ago, it does not matter, organizers

said.

The memorial Mass will be celebrat-
ed on Friday, June 10, at 7 p.m. at Sacred
Heart of Mary Church in Weirton. Confes-
sions will be heard beginning at 5:30
p-m.

“So that we may best honor your child,”
organizers asked parents or families to
call (304) 723-0478 or (304) 748-0688 to
RSVP.

All family members and friends are wel-
come.

Archbishop Anthony

— Retired Archbishop Jorge

Cardinals -
eee Poola of Hyderabad, India, 60.

Cont’d from Page 6

— Archbishop Leonardo Ul-
rich Steiner of Manaus, Brazil, 71.

— Archbishop Filipe Neri An-
tonio Sebastido do Rosario Ferrdo
of Goa, India, 69.

— Bishop Robert Walter
McElroy of San Diego, 68.

— Archbishop Virgilio do
Carmo da Silva of Dili, Timor-
Leste, 54.

— Bishop Oscar Cantoni of
Como, Italy, 71.

— Archbishop Paulo Cezar
Costa of Brasilia, Brazil, 54.

— Bishop Richard Kuuia Baa-
wobr of Wa, Ghana, 62.

— Archbishop William Goh
Seng Chye of Singapore, 64.

— Archbishop Adalberto
Martinez Flores of Asuncidn,
Paraguay, 70.

— Bishop Giorgio Marengo,
apostolic prefect of Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia, who will be 48
June 7.

Camp Quo Vadis

June 20th - June 23rd 2022

Priestfreld Pastoral Center | Kearneyswlle Wv

REGISTER AT
- WVPRIESTS.ORG

» Come learn about
the heroic
priesthaod while

_kayaking, outdoor
sporting, and more

e For .
rising 6th graders
to 23
_rising 9th graders
boys : :

ARE YOU THE
HERO GOD IS
CALLING?

Jiménez Carvajal of Cartagena,
Colombia, 80.

— Retired Archbishop Lucas
Van Looy of Ghent, Belgium,
80.

— Retired Archbishop Arrigo
Miglio of Cagliari, Italy, who
turns 80 July 18.

— Jesuit Father Gianfranco
Ghirlanda, professor of canon
law, who turns 80 July 5.

— Msgr. Fortunato Frezza,
canon of St. Peter’s Basilica,
80.
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SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY & STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH ¢ CHANGE THE WORLD

We are hiring in West Virginia and Virginia!
Learn more at
abbatekofc.com/career-opportunities

LIFE INSURANCE - DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE - LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE - RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Knlghts Of Visit our website for more information: www.abbatekofc.com Call
AN COlumbus or email us at: 1-866-868-1492 / abbateagencymail15@kofc.org
The Abbate Agency Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Abbatekofc

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510
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West Virginia Knights of Columbus Hold 120th

State Convention in Inwood

Courtesy Photo

West Virginia Knights of Columbus state officers, supreme representative, and knights’ wives are pictured with Bishop Mark Brennan following the Mass he celebrated
for the knights’ 120th state convention at St. Leo Parish in Inwood May 14.

By Colleen Rowan

INWOOD—"In Unity with the
Eucharist.” This was the theme of the
120th West Virginia Knights of Co-
lumbus State Convention which
gathered knights and their wives
from across the diocese at St. Leo Par-
ish in Inwood May 14-15. Joining
them was Bishop Mark Brennan
along with Carmine Musumeci, PSD
of New York, and supreme director,
representing the Knights of Colum-
bus Supreme Council; Father John
Rice, chaplain of the state council;
and others.

At the banquet held on the first
day of the convention, Musumeci
congratulated the West Virginia
Knights on their many accomplish-
ments from this past year. These ac-
complishments included food pack-
ing events for Cross Catholic Out-
reach, coats for kids, food for fam-
ilies, boxes of joy, the new Spanish
roundtable, the importance of mem-
bership and degrees, and the great
charitable works of the councils, of-
ficials of the state council said. Ear-
lier that evening, Bishop Brennan
celebrated Mass at St. Leo’s and spoke
at the banquet later that evening. He
also offered the opening prayer for
the convention.

“It was great to have the bishop
present for the meetings, banquet
and as the celebrant at the Mass,”
said West Virginia Knights of Colum-
bus State Deputy Frank Koeing. “He
spoke to all brother knights at the
meeting and was a keynote speaker
at the dinner. His comments on pro-
life, Ukraine, Catholic Charities and
membership were very sincere and
timely.”

Past State Deputy Jerry Somazze
said Bishop Brennan is an ardent
supporter of the Knights of Colum-
bus.

“Heis genuinely concerned about
the issues we face as an organization,
our charitable works and service to
the church and our communities,”
Somazze said. “With his support, 1
am heartened that the diocese as the
people of God, and our State Council
of the Knights of Columbus will
flourish and grow to perform even
more acts of charity and service in
God’s name.”

Members of the state council also
presented to Bishop Brennan a check
tor $7,000 in support of the diocese’s
seminarians.

The state council bestowed four
key awards at the banquet. The
FAITH Award was presented to Mar-
tinsburg Msgr. Lackey Council #1169
for the St. Joseph Icon/Patron Saint
7-wk Program. Council #1169 also
received the FAMILY Award for the
KCIC Nativity Scene silhouette pro-
gram. The COMMUNITY Award was
presented to Charleston St. Michael
the Archangel Council #12630 Food
Packing for Cross Catholic Outreach
with 100,490 meals packed in record
time. Wheeling Carroll Council
#504 received the LIFE Award for
Baby Bottle donations for the Ga-
briel Project.

Other awards presented by the
state council include the following:
Priest of Year, Father Thomas Gal-
lagher, pastor of St. Joseph Parish in
Martinsburg, and chaplain of Coun-
cil #1169; District Deputy of the Year,
Dennis Allen, D-6; Family of the
Year, Michael Lafferty Family of St.

James the Apostle Clarksburg Coun-
cil #872; Catholic Layman of the
Year, James Rossi of St. Patrick Parish
Coalton Council #603; Top Recruiter
of Year, John Dunmore, grand knight
of Charlestown Council #12036;
Knight of the Year, William Dempsey
111, grand knight of Hurricane Coun-
cil #9483; Newsletter of the Year,
“Martinsburg Knights” by Council
#1169. Program Awards (for top ac-
complishments) were also an-
nounced. The Ultrasound Initiative
by the Bridgeport Father Charles
Carroll Council #16494 and Council
#1169. Coats for Kids: Inwood Coun-
cil #10756, Council #1169, and
Shepherdstown St. Agnes Council
#13887. Cross Catholic Food Pack-
ing: Council #12630, and Council
#872. Box of Joy: Council #1169, and
Morgantown St. Francis de Sales
Council. Leave No Neighbor Behind-

In honor of Father
McGivney’s Beatification

On-Line Membership is

until June 30, 2022,

Use Promo Code:

i
e '.r'/ Territary Meeting

Helping Hands: Council #504.

On the second day of the conven-
tion, knights gathered for a Holy
Hour with Eucharistic Adoration in
the adoration chapel at St. Leo’s.

Officers were elected for the Fra-
ternal year 2022-2023: State Deputy,
Frank Koenig; State Secretary, Mike
Stanger; State Treasurer, Brian Gor-
don; State Advocate, Tom Burke;
State Warden, Carmen Romano. Also
elected were delegates/alternates to
the Supreme Convention in August
in Nashville: Greg Hilleary, grand
knight of host council #10756; Koe-
nig; and Paul Niedbalski, past state
deputy.

Knights’ wives enjoyed a ladies
program/luncheon. They also vis-
ited the Museum of the Shenandoah
Valley & Gardens. They also gath-
ered to pray the rosary on Sunday
morning.
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Purpose Driven Life L.eads Hurricane
Man to Honor

By Joyce Bibey
urricane’s Will Dempsey
chooses to live his life with
an “actions are greater than
words” mindset.

We all know of the poverty and
suffering in the world and our
own communities, whether they
have resulted from horrific tragedy,
natural disasters, or our own
doing. As Christians we talk about
how we are God’s hands and feet,
but are we really doing enough?
Dempsey does not sit back and
take that question lightly. His pur-
pose driven path in life is a call to
action, proving he is a man that
honors his faith, country, and
family.

“I look at my kids and think of
the world I want them raised in ver-
sus the one they are in now,” he
said. “We must be better for the
next generation.”

It is that thinking that made
him an obvious choice for the West
Virginia Knights of Columbus’s
Knight of the Year. He is the Grand
Knight of the Hurricane Bishop
Hodges Council #9483.

Will and his wife Elyse have
been married for five years and
have two children - 2-year-old
Conor Kasmir, and 1-year-old Dan-
iel Allen. He didn’t grow up Catho-
lic, but Christianity and a Chris-
tian way of life has always been im-
portant to him.

Dempsey went through the
RCIA program at Ascension Parish
in Hurricane and entered the Cath-
olic Church in 2014. Becoming

Catholic for Dempsey was like
coming into a family of “like-
minded individuals with a great
foundation of faith along with
growth potential worldwide,” he
said.

Within a year after converting
to Catholicism, Dempsey joined
the parish’s Knights of Columbus
(K of C). He said becoming part of
a group that is centered around
faith, family, charity, and unity
was a natural fit for him.

Dempsey has been active in the
Army National Guard since 2006,
first as a combat medic and now
serving as an industrial hygiene
tech and radiation safety officer
since 2012.

Last year Dempsey attended
training in Maryland for Cross
Catholic Outreach’s food pack-
ing events to battle hunger on
an international level. He then
was able to help K of C organiza-
tions in Charleston and Clarks-
burg pack more than 140,000
meals. Additionally, he recruited
several guard-personnel to assist
packing 4,000 meals that were do-
nated to the Mustard Seed Food
Pantry.

Those who know him can de-
scribe him with the same charac-
teristics as the Knights’ founder
Blessed Father Michael McGivney -
a gentleman who is a roll up your
sleeves, get your hands dirty, deter-
mined to make a difference for a
stronger community and better
world.

“Being a Knight is the conduit

between my military service and
my civilian career path that
allows me to give back and build up
both our local community and
abroad,” he said. “Itis a straightfor-
ward brotherhood that closely re-
lates to the support you get in the
military. It allows you to surround
yourself in similar spiritually
minded individuals that you can
bounce opinions or decisions off of
for a clear faithed based conclu-
sion.

As an added bonus, the K of C
looks out for its members and their

See “Honor” on Page 13

Courtesy Photo
Will Dempsey has served the Army Na-
tional Guard since 2006, when he was
a combat medic. Here he poses with
his wife Elyse. They are members of As-
cension Parish in Hurricane.

_vaal ot
Courtesy Photo

Conor Kasmir and Daniel Allen Dempsey, the sons of West Virginia Knight of the
Year Will Dempsey, who says his purpose driven life of faith, country, and family
is energized by and for them and his wife Elyse.

West Virginia Knight of the Year, William K. Dempsey

West Virginia Knight
of the Year, William K.
Dempsey, lll, is grand
knight of Hurricane
Bishop Hodges Council
#9483 and a member of
Ascension Parish in Hurri-
cane.

Dempsey has served as
Grand Knight of the Hur-
ricane council this past
year. The council is one of
the top councils in West
Virginia. Last fall, the
council was one of the
first in the state after
covid to hold an in-per-
son degree of Charity,
Unity, and Fraternity.
Working with Father Bill
Matheny, the degree was
held directly following a
Saturday evening Mass
with six candidates com-
inginto the Order. Demp-

sey organized a reception
in the parish hall, to wel-
come the new Brother
Knights and to meet the
families and other
brothers. The Hurricane
Council under his leader-
ship has assisted the par-
ish and community in
several events, including
suppling Thanksgiving
turkeys, a covid-friendly
silent auction, a chili
cook-off, and a joint par-
ish Ukraine luncheon
fundraiser with the par-
ish’s women’s group. He
has also assisted with
the parish’s maintenance
needs.

The Knights of Colum-
bus in partnership with
Cross Catholic Charities
held two successful food-
packing events, and many

saw Grand Knight Demp-
sey assisting other coun-
cils and Brother Knights.
Before these events
began, Dempsey attended
an event in Maryland
where he gained experi-
ence in the setup and lo-
gistics of these food pack-
ing events. In October, he
helped the Charleston St.
Michael the Archangel
Council #12630 pack over
100,000 meals, serving on
the planning committee
and event logistics. In
April, he again helped
with another food pack-
ing event in Clarksburg
by securing the Clarks-
burg Armory to assist in
packing another 40,000
meals. He recruited
See “Dempsey” on
Page 13

Courtesy Photo
Bishop Mark Brennan and West Virginia Knights of Columbus State
Deputy Frank Koeing, right, stand with West Virginia Knight of the
Year William K. Dempsey, lll, grand knight of Hurricane Bishop
Hodges Council #9483.
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CEF% CaruoLric CHARITIES WEST VIRGINIA
Mission MoMENT

Showing Compassion and Transforming Fear

into Hope

“Peace be with you.”

This is Jesus’ message to his dis-
ciples after his resurrection. But the
disciples are scared — terrified,
really — of being tricked by their
senses. They are wary that their
hope will lead them astray and
they’ll become fools for having
faith in the impossible.

And so Jesus offers the proof
they require. He tells his friends to
examine his hands and his side
which bear the marks of Good Fri-
day. He offers them peace in the
midst of their emotional and spiri-
tual turmoil.

The Pentecost story does not
end there! Jesus then gives the dis-
ciples the gift of the Holy Spirit and
sends them forth. “As the Father
has sent me, so I send you.” Cath-
olics and Christians everywhere
continue this legacy every single
day. We spread the peace of Christ
at every opportunity.

Staff and volunteers at Catholic
Charities West Virginia (CCWVa)

often meet people during their
darkest times. Much like the disci-
ples, they feel afraid or desperate —
unable to trust the people around
them.

Because of their past hurts, they
may not immediately be able to
accept the help and hope we offer.
After all, it’s not easy to receive
peace during times of turmoil. We
work hard to build relationships
with clients and community
partners. We must establish trust
before we can offer Jesus’ promise
of peace to our brothers and sisters.

Supporters like you across the
state band together to make this
vital work possible. You are spread-
ing the peace of Christ every day by
joining us on our Mission of Love!
Thank you for loving your neigh-
bors as yourself.

To learn more about Catholic
Charities West Virginia, please visit
www.CatholicCharitiesWV.org.

The Mission of Catholic Char-
ities West Virginia: Guided by

Your gift to the
2022 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
supports Blessed Carlo Acutis Youth Camp!

DONATE TODAY AT DWC.ORG /CSA |

Your gift will help young people grow in the infinite
love of Christ in the beautiful hills of West Virginia.

CATHOLIC

SHARING APPEAL

Courtesy Photo

Beth Zarate (left), CCWVa president and chief executive officer, talks with Joshua
Elias (right), a neighbor/client at the Catholic Charities Neighborhood Center in

Wheeling.

God’s love, Catholic Charities col-
laborates with community part-
ners, parishes, and families to pro-
vide caring and compassionate

services to people in need and work
toward lasting and meaningful
change.

ULY 16, 2L

ST. MARY PARISH

MORGANTOWN, WV

Serving the spiritual needs of parents whose children of any age
have died by any cause, no matter how long ago.

More details can be found at www.emfgp.org/events

To register visit www.emfgp.org/07-16-22-wv-registration-form-2/
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Honor...

Cont’d from Page 11
families with their insurance benefits. He said
it’s “the closest thing I have found to compare to
my military SGLI (servicemembers’ group life insur-
ance) to better provide security for my family long
term.”

We all have so many challenges in life, whether they
be about faith or family, but being able to consult with
others that have the same morals and values is key to
a happy life. That someone for Dempsey is the entire
Knights’ fraternity, and specifically, Chris Rock of As-
cension Parish. “He is the first Catholic that comes to
my mind when [ think ‘a Catholic’, ‘a knight’, and ‘a
tather’.”

He hopes all Catholic men who are not already
members to take that leap and become involved with
the K of C.

“They are not just a men’s group at the parish,” he
said. “It’s a group of people that helps all those around
them regardless of differences through Catholic char-
ity, as (we) grow in faith.”

Choosing to grow in Christ, and be the best version
of ourselves in order to help others is how Dempsey is
made. Now that he has the eyes of his children on him,
he knows his example is everything.

“I want my wife and kids to know that everything I
do is both for them and because of them,” he said. “I
truly am a better person every day, because of them and
the life we strive to build.”

At home, in his parish, and in his community, Will
Dempsey is a great example of #FaithinWV!

#FaithInWV

Do you know an excep-
tional Catholic in West Vir-
ginia, someone or a group
who are shining examples
of #FaithInWV? Email Joyce
Bibey your feature idea to
jbibey@dwc.org.Visit Faith PV
InWV.org and every issue of FROVEN
The Catholic Spirit to read
more inspiring stories.

5 l*rldl.,i. Street,
le, WV

Weldon P. Williams, FD & LIC
“Boots” Jarvis, Co-Owner ¢ Sec

{304) 337-2311

Dempsey...

Cont’d from Page 11

several guard-personnel to assist in the
packing, as they helped with the 4,000
meals that were donated to the Mustard
Seed Food Pantry. Dempsey is looking
ahead to assist with the state’s next eventin
Kingwood hosted by the Preston County
Knights with the West Virginia Challenge
Academy.

Dempsey is family man, married to his
wife Elyse Marie, and they have two young
sons, Conor Kasmir, age 2, and Daniel
Allen, age 1. He joined the Knights in 2018
and became active in the Hurricane Coun-
cil and Ascension Parish.

He has said that he feels that any
man who is Catholic should pride them-
selves in the fraternal organization, the
Knights.

Dempsey has been active in the West
Virginia-Army National Guard since 2006,
joining as a combat medic and working
as an industrial hygiene tech/radia-
tion safety officer since 2012. He is
currently pursuing a degree in Occupa-
tional Health at Columbia Southern
University.

Dempsey is a Catholic Family Man, ac-
tive in his parish and council, and is well
deserving to be the 2022 West Virginia
Knight of the Year, officials of the Knights
State Council said.

PPanhandle

CLEANING & RESTORATION
Fire » Smoke + Wind « Mold » Sewage « Water

24-Hour Emergency Line
800.504.7054

304.232.2321 PanhandleCR.com

Accepted by All Major
Insurance Companies

Residential and Commercial
Complete Restoration Services
24-Hour Emergency Board-Up

Personal Property Cleaning & Storage
24-hour Emergency Water Extraction
WV 014743 PA 100310

f lerraCare

Grounds Maintenance # Design-Build ¢ Landscape Architecture

The premier professional grounds maintenance and
landscape design build firm of West Virginia

(304)925-4751
WWW, [erracareine.com

BD+C

Webster J. Arceneaux = Matthew R. Bowles
Sandra H. Kinney » Mark A. Sadd

A West Virginia law firm www.lewisglasser.com

L

G

LEWIS GLASSER

JOHNSON

BOILER WORKS, INC

53 Marshall St.
Benwood, WV 26031
(304) 232-3070
Steam Boiler Repairs

Duplaga’s

OP NOTCH

69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling

HOLICDISTANGEL

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!

We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Lou W. Nau, Inc.

Phone (304) 242-6311
louwnau.doitbest.com

NIVERSITY

CDU partners with the diocese to offer free
non-credit continuing education courses for catechists

LANDSCAPING and SUPPLY LLGC
Mowing e Landscaping e Patios ® Retaining Walls

Supply Yard

Chris Duplaga ,Owner
140 Peninsula Street, Wheeling

www.topnotchlandscape.com

and those involved in parish ministry.

Visit www.pathlms.com/cdu to browse the
courses and register. Use the access code,

CDU20DIOCESEWC

during checkout to receive your free tuition!

cdu.edu

office@topnotchlandscape.com (304) 233-0332
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En Espariol

Se ofrecerd indulgencia plenaria por Jornada Mundial de

los Abuelos y Mayores

Por Cindy Wooden, Catholic News Serv-
ice

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — Cual-
quier catolico que participe en la celebracion del
24 de julio del Dia Mundial de los Abuelos y los
Ancianos puede recibir una indulgencia ple-
naria, anunci6 el Vaticano.

"Pueden recibir la indulgencia los abuelos,
los ancianos y todos los fieles que, movidos por
un verdadero espiritu de penitencia y caridad",
asisten a Misa u otros servicios de oracion para
la ocasién, que "puede aplicarse también como
sufragio por las almas del purgatorio", dice el
anuncio publicado el 30 de mayo.

El papa Francisco celebro la primera Jornada
Mundial de los Abuelos y los Ancianos en 2021
y decretd que se observe cada afio el domingo
mas cercano a la fiesta de los Santos Joaquin y
Ana, abuelos de Jesus.

En su mensaje para la celebraciéon de este
aflo, el papa Francisco pidio a las personas may-
ores como €l que sean "artesanos de la revolu-
cion de la ternura".

"Los abuelos y los ancianos tenemos una
gran responsabilidad: ensefiar a las mujeresy los
hombres de nuestro tiempo a mirar a los demas
con la misma mirada comprensiva y amorosa
con la que miramos a nuestros propios nietos",
habia escrito.

Dirigiéndose también a los mas jovenes, el
papa, de 85 afios, los animo a buscar y visitar a
aquellos que se sienten mas solos.

"Esperar una visita puede transformar esos
dias en los que pensamos que no tenemos nada
que esperar; de un encuentro inicial puede sur-
gir una nueva amistad", dijo. "jVisitar a los an-
cianos que viven solos es una obra de miseri-
cordia en nuestro tiempo!"

Al anunciar la indulgencia el 30 de mayo,
el Vaticano dijo que también se puede aplicar
a aquellos que "dedican el tiempo adecuado
a visitar de manera real o virtual a sus
hermanos y hermanas mayores en necesidad o
dificultad".

Para recibir una indulgencia plenaria, que es
una remisién del castigo temporal debido por
los pecados de uno, una persona debe mostrar
desapego del pecado, confesarse, recibir la Eu-
caristia y orar por las intenciones del papa.

La indulgencia también esta a disposicion de
"los ancianos enfermos y de todos aquellos que,
por no poder salir de casa por causa grave, se
unan espiritualmente" a las celebraciones, en
particular viendo por television, por Internet o
escuchando la radio, y "ofrecen al Dios miseri-
cordioso sus oraciones, penas y sufrimientos",
dijo el Vaticano.

Papa: Lideres religiosos deben inspirar a renunciar violencia

Por Carol Glatz, Catholic News
Service

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO
(CNS) -- El mundo necesita con ur-
gencia un didlogo que promueva
una cultura de paz y no violencia, y
esfuerzos concretos dirigidos a ese
tin, dijo el papa Francisco.

"Este didlogo debe invitar a
todas las personas a rechazar la vio-
lencia en todas sus formas, incluso
la violencia contra el medio am-
biente. Lamentablemente, también
hay quienes contintan abusando
de la religion usandola para justifi-
car actos de violencia y odio", el
papa dijo a una delegacion de lid-

eres budistas de Mongolia el 28 de
mayo.

El cardenal designado Giorgio
Marengo, prefecto apostolico de
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, acompano
a la delegacion, y al dia siguiente el
papa anuncio que el misionero ital-
iano, que cumplird 48 anos el 7 de
junio, serd nombrado cardenal en
agosto.

El papa Francisco dijo al grupo:
"En un mundo devastado por con-
flictos y guerras, nosotros, como
lideres religiosos profundamente
arraigados en nuestras respectivas
ensefianzas religiosas, tenemos el
deber de despertar en la humanidad

la firme resolucién de renunciar a la
violencia y construir una cultura de
paz".

"La paz es el anhelo ardiente de
la humanidad hoy", dijo. Y "hay
una necesidad urgente, a través del
dialogo a todos los niveles, de
promover una cultura de paz y no
violencia, y trabajar en ese sentido".

La delegacion fue la primera en
visitar el Vaticano como represen-
tantes oficiales del budismo mon-
gol que buscan fortalecer "las rela-
ciones amistosas con la Iglesia Ca-
tolica en aras de promover el enten-
dimiento mutuo y la cooperacién
en la construcciéon de una sociedad

pacifica", dijo el papa.

Aunque representa a una mino-
ria en Mongolia, la Iglesia Catolica
"estd totalmente comprometida
con fomentar una cultura de en-
cuentro", dijo el papa, y sefial6 que
este afio es el 30 aniversario del es-
tablecimiento de relaciones diplo-
maticas entre la Santa Sede y Mon-
golia.

Dijo que esperaba que la larga
historia de armonia en la diversidad
en Mongolia pueda continuar "a
través de la implementacion efec-
tiva de la libertad religiosa y la pro-
mocion de iniciativas conjuntas
para el bien comun".

Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de ninos:
La Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston alienta a informar ante las auto-
ridades civiles ante todo si se ha cometido un delito. Tambien alen-
tamos a utilizar www.report bishopabuse.org para hacer un informe
sobre cualquier obispo en los EE. UU. Si tiene motivos para creer que
un obispo ha cometido una conducta sexual inapropiada,
comuniquese con las autoridades civiles de la jurisdiccion correspon-
diente y visite www.reportbishopabuse.org.

Para informar a las autoridades civiles: comuniquese con
la policia local; los numeros variaran segun su ubicacion. Si cree que
alguien esta en peligro inmediato, llame al 911. Para informar con-
fidencialmente cualquier incidencia de sospecha de abuso o negli-
gencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual, comuniquese con la Oficina
de Servicios de Proteccion Infantil de Ninos y Familias de West
Virginia llamando a la linea directa de abuso infantil al
800.352.6513. Puede informar anonimamente a esta linea directa si
lo prefiere.

Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La diocesis
alienta a informar a las autoridades civiles apropiadas, ante todo, si
se ha come- tido un delito. La diocesis tambien alienta a informar a
las autoridades eclesiasticas apropiadas. Para reportar casos sospe-
chosos de abuso sexual de ninos por parte del personal de la Diocesis
de Wheeling-Charleston a la Diocesis, comuniquese con uno de los
siguientes designados al 1.888.434.6237 o 304.233.0880: Sr. Bryan
Minor, ext. 263; Sr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; o Muy Reverendo Dennis
Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. Tambien puede llamar a la Oficina de

Ambiente Seguro de la Diocesis al 304.230.1504. Tambien puede lla-
mar a la linea directa de abuso sexual de la Diocesis al 833.230.5656.
Los formularios de queja estan disponibles en linea en www.dwc.org,
haga clic en "Diocesis" en la barra de menu, luego en "Oficinas", luego
en "Ambiente seguro", luego "Descargar archivos y formularios". El
formulario se titula "Formulario de queja para denuncias de abuso
sexual de menores". El formulario se puede devolver por correo de EE.
UU. A: Office of Safe Environment, Diocesis de Wheeling-Charles-
ton, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003.

Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas
de la Diocesis: llame a la Dra. Patricia Bailey al 304.242.6988.

Ademas de los metodos enumerados anteriormente para denun-
ciar el abuso sexual, la Diocesis tambien se ha asociado con Navex
Global para ofrecer la plataforma EthicsPoint para informar otras in-
quietudes adicionales, como sospecha de mala conducta financiera,
profesional y personal de un sacerdote, diacono, religioso, o em-
pleado laico de la Diocesis o cualquier parroquia o escuela catolica en
West Virginia. Se puede acceder a la platatorma EthicsPoint a traves
de www.dwc.org, en “Rendicion de cuentas”, luego “Informar mala
conducta” o llamando al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es un sistema de
informes de terceros que informa a las autoridades civiles cuando
corresponda y a las autoridades diocesanas, y la identidad de la pez-
sona que informa esta protegida. Enlaces e informacion: Departa-
mento de Salud 'y Recursos Humanos de WV:
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia Estatal de Virginia Occi-
dental, Unidad de Crimenes contra Ninos: 304-293-6400.
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Confirmation Schedule
Bishop Mark E. Brennan, Celebrant

June 4: St. Francis de Sales, Beckley, 5 p.m.
June 25: St. Brendan, Elkins, 5 p.m.

WHEELING - SOUTH WHEELING - WARWOOD - WOODSDALE - ELM GROVE
www.kepnerfuneral.com
(304) 232-5110

FUNERAL HIGEME S

. L'ywrjyg e cerrEreesiele weree SNAG

John D. Kepner and James B. Kepner

Co-Presidents Larry Dean, COIC

Established
1914
Centre Wheeling
Market House

304-232-8510
107 Years

MANS
nsu MKT,

St. John University Parish

er Catholic

Going to

~WVuU?

Friendship.
Movie Nights
Bible Studies
Game Nights

Jam Sessions

Grow your Faith with us!
E! i [W] mountaineercatholic.com

Glohal Catholic Tours of Va

9 Days Holy Land.

Sep 12-20, 2022

$3199. 1 night Tel Aviv, 2 nights Galilee, 5 nights Jerusalem.
With Fr. Dan Pisano from Petersburg, WV.

10 Days Vienna, Salzburg, Budapest

Sep 19-28, 2022 $3999. Includes 3 nights Vienna, 3 nights
Salzburg, 4 nights Budapest. With Fr. Bjorn Lundberg from Win-
chester, VA.

For brochures or more information, contact John Tagnesi PH 1-
888-544-4461 or jtagl964@verizon.net

Daily/ . -

with Fr. Chapin
Sunday Mornings & S

6:30 WOWK 13 Hunting n - Cha
6:30 WTOV FOX 9 Wheelln% -Steubenville
8:00 WBOY NBC 12 Weston Iarksburg-FalrmO" t
8:30 WVNS FOX 59 Beckley-ﬂlueﬁeld—Oa
11:00WDVM 25  Hage

Plus watch episodes o

Fi1 ’1we-star care f@
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ourjcommunity

OOD SHEPHERD

NURSING HOME
304.242.1093 * www.weltyhome.org
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Foodservice. Equi[.)- BlESSEd Carlo Acutis

ment, Supplies, Dis-
posables, Janitorial

and more Youth Adventure Camp

We are a Catholic youth adventure camp that ministers to
youth through rock climbing, equestrian activities, archery,
Adoration, overnight backpacking, outdoor Mass and more!

1 Fourteenth Street, :
Wheeling, WV 26003 Register your camper at CampCarlowv.org by June 1st to

304-233-2270 receive our early bird rate of $275.
Stop in or call us today!

June 26th - July 2nd, A “catch all week” from 3rd grade
through 12th grade.

July 3rd - July gth, Rising 6th graders to 8th graders.

AdVE rtise July 10th - July 16th, Rising freshmen to seniors in high
with school.
The Catholic July 17th - July 23rd, A “catch all week” from 3rd grade
.. through 12th grade.
Spirit ) i
July 24th - July 30th, p Catlo Summer

Vacation” free program for 7-12 year olds who receive
support from the government or Catholic Charities.

Contact

Colleen Rowan at
Home for the Aged

S o rinl it et i~ i crowan@dwe org Contact Assistant Director, Sadie Shields, for more l
: information: sshields@dwe.org 4) 476
304.242.5233 www.weltyhome.org e bl

o o s h OUR ER WILL PROTECT YOU.

Medical Director of the

cromrtans = | Do Not Ignore Warning Signs of
. Other llinesses Because of COVID-19.

ur Emergency/Trauma Department is
staffed by board-certified emergency
physicians from WVU Medicine.

Don’t ignore signs of strokes, heart
attacks and other emergency conditions.

We’ll protect you, and take good
care of you.

WHEELING HOSPITAL




