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Eucharistic
Processions Bring

Christ Where He
is Needed Most

By Colleen Rowan

rom the State Capitol to the streets of West
FVirginia’s rural communities, Eucharistic

processions brought Christ where He is
needed most—to the people. In these proces-
sions, as they joyfully do each year, priests and
parishioners heralded our belief in the Real
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist on the So-
lemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of
Christ (June 7).

The Eucharistic procession in Charleston
this Corpus Christi Sunday was especially
meaningful with a stop at the State Capitol.
Under a massive “America 250” banner cele-
brating the nation’s semiquincentennial,
Father Phillip Szabo raised the monstrance
holding our Lord and blessed the statehouse
which was adorned in red, white, and blue.
Gathered with him on the steps were the faith-
ful who walked in the procession from St.
Agnes Church, were he serves as pastor.

“It was especially nice this year to take Our
Lord to our state’s capitol because of the 250th
anniversary of our nation,” Father Szabo said.
“Bringing Jesus to the place where so many im-
portant decisions are made, and then blessing
the entire complex, was one of the most impoz-
tant things we could have done for our coun-
try. Although Satan is working hard to corrupt
everyone who has power and authority in our
government, he is no match for Jesus!”

See “Christ” on Page 4

Courtesy photo,

The Eucharistic procession in Charleston on Cor-
pus Christi Sunday makes a stop at the State Cap-
itol, which was blessed by Father Phillip Szabo.
Members of St. Agnes Parish and neighboring
parishes joined in the procession.

Bishop Brennan Named 2026
Recipient of Mary Virginia De
Roo Ecumenical Award, Page 3
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Pope Leo XIV Approves
New Statutes For Child

Protection Commission

By Junno Arocho Esteves , OSV
News

(OSV News) — Pope Leo XIV ap-
proved new statutes for the Pontifical
Commission for the Protection of Mi-
nors that seek to balance its integra-
tion with the Roman Curia while pre-
serving its independence.

The updated statutes, which were
published by the Vatican June 13, de-
tail the commission’s role within the
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith,
which was mandated by Pope Francis’
2022 apostolic constitution on the re-
form of the Roman Curia, “Praedicate
Evangelium” (“Preach the Gospel”).

However, while departments
within a dicastery report to the pope
via their respective prefects, the stat-
utes state that “in matters within its
competence, the commission reports
directly to the Holy Father.”

According to the Vatican, the pope
approved the statutes May 20 during
an audience with Cardinal Pietro Pa-
rolin, Vatican secretary of state, and
adopted “ad experimentum,” or on a
trial basis, for a period of three years.

In a statement published by the
commission, Archbishop Thibault
Verny of Chambéry, the commission’s
president, said the new statutes
marked “an important step in deepen-
ing our shared responsibility to protect
and care for the most vulnerable.”

“They reflect listening to victims
and survivors, to safeguarding experts,
and to the experience of local
Churches, and reaffirm that safe-
guarding remains a central priority,”
he said.

The commission, or PCPM, noted
that the statutes, which replace those
published in 2015, offer a “clearer
mandate” that clarifies its role as “one
of guidance rather than governance.”

Among theresponsibilities formal-
ized in the statutes is the PCPM’s role
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in ensuring the establishment of
“stable and easily accessible systems
for reporting abuse” in dioceses and
eparchies worldwide.

Those systems include listening
and support centers and offer spiritual,
therapeutic, and psychological assis-
tance. The statutes note that in the
event of repeated failures by dioceses
toestablish such systems, the commis-
sion can “submit assessments and rec-
ommendations” to the relevant dicas-
teries “so that they can exercise their
responsibilities.”

The document also reiterates the
commission’s responsibility in prepar-
ing its annual report, which assesses
safeguarding procedures and proto-
cols implemented by Vatican dicas-
teries and local churches. The report is
then submitted to the pope for ap-
proval before publication.

“The commission may also submit
recommendations to Dicastery Pre-
fects, in coordination with the Secre-
tariat of State, and, in cases of repeated
violations or serious shortcomings in
local safeguarding systems, may sub-
mitassessments directly to the compe-
tent dicastery,” the PCPM said.

The new statutes mark a milestone
for the commission, which has faced
criticism from former members and
survivors over its lack of enforcement
power. In a video message posted after
the publication of the statutes, Arch-
bishop Verny said the commission
knows that “trust cannot be rebuilt by
words alone” but requires “consistent
action, humility and accountability.”

“These statutes are one step in an
ongoing journey. Our commitment
remains clear: to help ensure that the
Church is a safe place for all,” the
French archbishop said.

(Junno Arocho Esteves is an inter-
national correspondent for OSV
News.)

Phone (304) 242-6311

To va\elgort Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Di-
ocese of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and fore-
most if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing www.reportbishop-
abuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If you have reason to believe
that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct or has interfered with an investigation
into sexual misconduct, please contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction
and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact
your local law enforcement: numbers will vary based on your location. If you be-
lieve someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence
of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, contact the West Virginia
Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse
Hotline at 800.352.6513. You may report anonymously to this hotline if you prefer. To
Report to Diocesan Authorities: The diocese encourages reporting to the appro-
priate civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. The diocese
also encourages reporting to the appropriate church authorities. To report suspected
cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
to the Diocese, contact one of the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 or
304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Sr. Martha
Gomez, ext. 264. You may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at
304.230.1504 or the Diocese’s sexual abuse hotline at 833.230.5656. Additional
methods of reporting are available at www.dwc.org, under “Accountability.” Com-
plaint forms are available online at www.dwc.org, click “Diocese” on the menu bar,
then “Offices,” then “Safe Environment”, then “Download Files and Forms.” The form
is titled “Complaint Form for Allegations of Sexual Abuse of a Minor.” The form may
be returned via U.S. mail to: Office of Safe Environment, Diocese of Wheeling-Charles-
ton, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. To Report to the Diocese’s Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator: call Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, at 304.559.6742. The Diocese
partners with Navex Global to offer EthicsPoint to report other concerns such as sus-
pected financial, professional, and personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious,
or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in WV.EthicsPoint can
be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or
by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that reports to
civil authorities where applicable and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the per-
son reporting is protected. Links and information: WV Department of Health and
Human Resources: https://dhhr.wv.gov/bss/services/Pages/Centralized-Intake-for-
Abuse-and-Neglect.aspx West Virginia State Police, Crimes Against Children Unit: 304-
293-6400.

Sexual Abuse Awareness Training : The U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops requires all Dioceses/Eparchies have a Safe Environment Program for the pro-
tection of children and young people. The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe En-
vironment Program consists of the following components for persons seekin%(employ-
ment or to volunteer, directly or indirectly, with children: background check; receipt
of the Diocese’s Policy Relating to Sexual Abuse of Children; sexual abuse awareness
training for adults. Training may be completed online or via live workshop. For infor-
mation, go to www.dwec.org, click “Diocese”, then “Offices,” then “Office of Safe En-
vironment.”
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Bishop Brennan
Named the 2026
Recipient of the Mary
Virginia De Roo

Ecumenical Award

By Joyce Bibey

WEST VIRGINIA — Con-
gratulations are in order for
Bishop Mark!

The West Virginia Council
of Churches announced June
18 that Bishop Mark E. Bren-
nan is the recipient of the
2026 Mary Virginia De Roo
Ecumenical Award.

Executive director of the
WVCC wrote, “Throughout
his episcopal ministry in
West Virginia, Bishop Bren-
nan has consistently demon-
strated an unwavering com-
mitment to Christian unity,
compassionate leadership,
and faithful service to the
people of our state. His sup-
port of the West Virginia
Council of Churches, his will-
ingness to engage across de-
nominational boundaries,

f Newest Updatesto
2026 QUO VADIS
DISCERNMENT RETREA

Now: Sunday, June 28 - Wednesday,

and his steadfast witness to
the Gospel have strengthened
not only the ecumenical
movement in West Virginia
but also the relationships that
bind us together as followers
of Christ."

The ecumenical award
“recognizes individuals
whose lives and ministries
embody the spirit of ecume-
nism through leadership, col-
laboration, and a deep com-
mitment to the unity of
Christ’s Church. Bishop Bren-
nan’s years of dedicated serv-
ice have exemplified these
values in countless ways,
making him a most deserving
recipient.”

Bishop Mark will formally
receive the award at the
WVCC’s 2026 Annual As-
sembly on Nov. 16.

Date change due to Bishop Menjivar-Ayala’s

Installation Mass on July 2, 2026.

Middle School Boys (6" - 8") will be led by
Deacon Dave Galvin and the trained staff of
St. James the Greater Parish.

High School (9" - 12'™) Boys will be led by
Seminarian, Michael Tupta, with his fellow
Seminarian brothers along with our DWC priests.

; Priest Field Pastoral Center
-s Kearnysville, WV

WVPriests.org
ﬁ{f:
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Bishop Brennan Receives a Speczal Blessing
vl

*,

Courtesy photo
Bishop Mark Brennan receives a special blessing during Shabbat Shalom service at Temple
Shalom in Wheeling by Rabbi Joshua Lief June 5. A beautiful friendship built on respect
and love of God’s creation. Across the diocese’s social media platforms, the photo re-
ceived more than 14,000 views, 76 shares, and 674 interactions.

The Welty Home difference:
assisted living at its best
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Courtesy photo
Father Phillip Szabo, pastor of St. Agnes
Parish in Charleston, blesses the State
Capitol and the faithful during the Eucha-
ristic procession in Charleston on Corpus
Christi Sunday.

Christ ...

Cont’d from Page 1

This was the second annual Cor-
pus Christi procession from St.
Agnes to the capitol which con-
tinued on to the Basilica of the Co-
Cathedral of Sacred Heart for bene-
diction.

The procession brought together
people of all ages and members of
neighboring parishes to walk part
or all of the journey as a sign of
their love for Jesus and one
another, Father Szabo said.

“Along the way, we got a few
angry looks, and some revved their
engines to try and drown out our
singing, but the majority of folks
understood what we were about,”
he said. “Their joyful expressions,
waving hands, and happy beeps en-
couraged us on the long, 4.3-mile
walk.”

The faithful participating want-
ed “to show others how much we
love Jesus so that they might come
to love him too,” Father Szabo
added.

Eucharistic processions remind
communities that Jesus is here,
Father Szabo said, and that there
are still communities gathering to-

gether to worship Him.

“Our smiles and joyful voices
made it clear that we were all doing
this out of the goodness of our
hearts!” he said.

Joining St. Agnes parishioners
were members of the young adult
group who come from many par-
ishes in the Kanawha Valley as well
as basilica co-cathedral parishio-
ners, many of whom served as sup-
port drivers, set up the altar at the
capitol building, and prepared ev-
erything at the basilica co-cathe-
dral, Father Szabo said, adding
that he is grateful for all of their
help.

In Buckhannon, Mayor Robbie
Skinner declared Sunday, June 7,
“Corpus Christi Sunday.” Members
of Holy Rosary Parish were present
for the May 4 announcement at the
Buckhannon City Council meet-
ing.

Alittle over a month later on the
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body
and Blood of Christ, members of
Holy Rosary followed their pastor,
Father Edward Tetteh, SVD, and the
Knights of Columbus in a Eucharis-
tic procession through the streets of
downtown Buckhannon.

“We had about 75 parishioners
both young and old that took part
in the procession,” Father Tetteh
said. “...we stopped and prayed in
the front of our courthouse, City

Hall and Jawbone Park for our
country, city and the world.”

This is the third year Holy Ro-
sary held the Eucharistic proces-
sion, which Father Tetteh has been
committed to since he was ap-
pointed to the parish.

“We continue to publicly and
proudly profess our Catholic faith

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo
Buckhannon Mayor Robbie Skinner (fourth from right) declares June 7 as “Corpus
Christi Sunday” at the May 4 City Council meeting. With him are Father Edward Tetteh,
SVD, pastor of Holy Rosary Parish in Buckhannon (fifth from right), and parishioners.

in the Real Presence of Christin the
Holy Eucharist, especially in Up-
shur County where Catholics are
one of the minority churches.”

The procession ended back in
the church with benediction.

A luncheon was provided by the
Catholic Daughters of the parish in
Marist Hall.
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Conference Will Challenge
Catholics to ‘Dare to be

Different’

By Colleen Rowan
WHEELING—“We still have a
long way to go and a lot of work to
do to create a culture of life,” said
Amy Miesel of the St. Gianna Pro-
Life Ministry in Wheeling. The
group aims to help people get in-
volved in this work at its upcoming
“Dare to be Different! The 2026
Dobbs Day Conference” on Satur-
day, June 27, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Wheeling University’s Erickson
Alumni Center, located in the CET

Building.
The goal, Miesel said, is to help
attendees “be informed and

equipped to build a culture of life
amidst the current landscapes of
abortion practices and legal
changes.”

Speaking about this will be fea-
tured presenters and panelists Dr.
Wanda Franz, director of West Vir-
ginians for Life; Rebekah Cohen
Morris, executive director of Aim
Women'’s Center in Steubenville,
Ohio, which is a full-service, preg-
nancy resource center; and Morgan
David, Ohio coordinator of Her
Plan, an organization that helps
moms and their babies. Sen. Laura
Wakim Chapman (R-Ohio) will
also speak about the state legis-
lative process. Local ministries and
service providers will have infor-
mation tables sharing a little about
their mission and work. Among
them will be Young Lives of the
Ohio Valley, an organization that
supports teen parents; WVU Medi-
cine Wheeling Hospital’s Labor
and Delivery Department; Aim
Women'’s Center; and Her Plan.

Miesel said the need to hold the
conference came from recognizing
a widespread belief that because
Roe v. Wade was overturned,
there’s nothing left to do. That
decision returned abortion law
back to the states, she said, bring-

ing improvement in some and
deterioration in others. It also
brought new challenges.

“Even in states where abortion
is prohibited, a lot of parents who
find themselves facing crisis preg-
nancies are going to neighboring
states where it is legally per-
mitted,” Miesel said, “and that’s
become referred to as ‘abortion
tourism.””

Another significant change in
the abortion landscape is the shift
from mostly surgical abortions to
largely chemical abortions, Miesel
said.

“This involves the mother tak-
ing a sequence of two pills, mifep-
ristone and misoprostol,” she said.
“These have often been obtained
through telemedicine appoint-
ments, without even a physical
exam. Regardless of how the pills
are obtained, the mother experi-
ences the procedure at home.”

Also at focus is the modern cul-
ture which promotes the pursuit of
pleasure, she said, which has
brought “sky-high rates of unin-
tended and crisis pregnancies.”

In planning the conference,
members of the St. Gianna Pro-Life
Ministry (which is a joint ministry
of the Cathedral of St. Joseph and
St. Alphonsus Parish in Wheeling),
said that Catholics must “Dare to
be Different.” Through the confer-
ence attendees will learn how to do
just that— push back on the neg-
ative messages of the culture by
being “messengers of sexual stew-
ardship,” be aware of the resources
in the Upper Ohio Valley that are
available to help those faced with
crisis pregnancies “and bringing
that young life into the world,”
and to be people who those in need
of help can turn to.

“We want people to leave the
conference with more tools in their

own toolkit, so to speak ... to help
build a culture of life,” Miesel said.

“There are a lot of resources in
our community,” she added.
“There’s more than most people are

‘Be informed and equipped
to build a culture of life
amidst the current landscapes
of abortion practices and

legal changes’

aware of.”

The cost of the conference is
$18. Light food and beverage will
be provided. To register, call the ca-
thedral at (304) 233-4121.

Dare to be Different!
The 2026 Dobbs Day Conference

St. Gianna Prolifc Ministry

Sponsored by

the St. Gianna Pro-Life Ministry

Be informed
& equipped
to build a culture of life

amidst the current landscapes

of abortion practices & legal changes.
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Novena Prayer
for
Bishop Evelio Menjivar-Ayala

Leading up to the Installation
as Tenth Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston

June 23- July 1, 2026

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them
the fire of your love. Send forth your spirit and they shall be created.
And you will renew the face of the earth.

Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit you have taught the hearts of your
faithful. In the same Spirit help us to relish what is right and always
rejoice in your consolation. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

St. Joseph, pray for us.

DAY 1: For Bishop Evelio to continue serving with a shepherd’s heart,
modeled after the Good Shepherd.
“A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired man, who is
not a shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming
and leaves the sheep and runs away....I am the good shepherd, and I
know mine and mine know me, just as the Father knows me and I
know the Father; and I will lay down my life for the sheep.”
John 10:11-15

After daily scripture recite:

Prayer for our new Bishop
Heavenly Father, you have called your servant, Bishop Evelio Menjivar-
Ayala, to lead the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston. Bless him with
courage, wisdom, and care as he leads your Church here in West
Virginia.
May he be filled with the Holy Spirit, to be guided in words and
actions with truth and love. Lord we ask you to keep him humble yet
strong in faith.
May he be a shepherd like Christ, and work for unity and mercy, hope
and justice, and care for all entrusted to him.
Through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

Our Father....
Hail Mary...
Glory Be...

Continued on Page 7
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"::'W Catholic Charities

FROM MAY 20 THROUGH WEST VIRGINIA DAY ON JUNE 20, CATHOLIC CHARITIES WEST
VIRGINIA IS INVITING YOU TO BE PART OF SOMETHING TRULY SPECIAL — a month-
long celebration of hope, kindness, and the power of community. And it all
starts with you.

This is more than a fundraiser — it's a heartfelt movement. A call to every
West Virginian who believes in lifting each other up, standing beside those

facing tough times, and shaping a future rooted in compassion. Together,
we can make a difference.

TOGETHER FOR
WEST VIRGINIA

Catholic Charities

DIOCESE OF WHEELING-CHARLESTON

URSILLO

& Department of Faith Formation
invites you to

CURSILLO WEEKENDS

MEN’S: JULY 23-26 @
WOMEN’S: AUGUST 6-9

John XXIIl Pastoral Center
100 Hodges Rd, Charleston, WV 25314

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT:
CURSILLO@DWC.ORG
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Novena Prayer Continued from Page 6

DAY 2: For Bishop Evelio to have strength and perseverance in his
leadership.

“Finally, draw your strength from the Lord and from his mighty power.
Put on the armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm against the
tactics of the devil.” -Ephesians 6:10-11

DAY 3: For unity among the faithful of the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston in welcoming our new Bishop.

“with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another
through love, striving to preserve the unity of the spirit through the bond
of peace: one body and one Spirit, as you were also called to the one hope
of your call; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all.” Ephesians 4: 2-6

DAY 4: For an increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious life.
“Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is abundant but the laborers are
few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.”
Matthew 9:37-38

DAY 5: For Bishop Evelio to have courage and wisdom in times of
challenge or difficulties.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, on your own intelligence do not
rely; in all your ways be mindful of him, and he will make straight your
paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6

DAY 6: For Bishop Evelio’s Ministry to be guided by the Holy Spirit.

“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit that the Father will send in my name - he
will teach you everything and remind you of all that [I] told you.”

John 14:26

DAY 7: For Bishop Evelio to preach the truth with love, grace, and charity.
“proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or
inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and
teaching.” Ephesians 4:2

DAY 8: For Bishop Evelio’s health, well-being, and personal intentions.
“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.” Philippians 4:6

DAY 9: That Bishop Evelio Menjivar-Ayala may be filled with a spirit ol
Evangelization to bring the Good News to every corner of our Diocese.
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, until the end of the age.” Matthew 28: 19-20

o DiocksE OF
WHEELING-CHARLESTON

e

f@Xx

Find the Novena Booklet at dwc.org

<EAMP CARLD

FAITH & FRIENDSHIP

HIGH SCHOOL WEEK: JUNE 28TH — JULY 4TH (GR?DES 9-12)

WEEK 2: JULY 12TH — 18TH (GRADES 3-12

WEEK 1: JULY 5TH — 11TH ?RADES 3-12

WEEK 3: JULY 19TH - 256TH

GRADES 3-—!2))

Cost: $300 for a week
*Financial Assistance
Available Upon Request

( 3 (~ Activities: h
@ 304-233-0880 ext 373 pelmbingwall
-giant swing
@ campcarlowv.org -backpacking
-camping
-fishing
-Adoration
EMAIL GGUST@DWC.ORG FOR -Confession
MORE INFORMATION OR -Mass
.- SHESHONS Ji \__—so much more! y

project rachel

For confidential, non-judgmental help, call
888-456-HOPE (4673), or visit
www.HopeAfterAbortion.org

If you experience
regret, guilt, or grief
after abortion, be
assured that God's
healing love and mercy
are always available to
the repentant heart.
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In Celebration of - ;
Bishop Evelio Menjzvars

Installation = ==
as the 10th Bishop of Wheehng—Charieston -':-f, ;-‘ A

od Bles

. A Concert of Patriotic
Organ and Vocal Music

to celebrate our nation’s ——

2501:]1*

birthday —

= Cathedral
Of St. Joseph

Organist Robert Troeger
will be joined by
other guest musicians.

i FREE AND
A OPEN TO ALL!

¥ Come out and sing along
X on your Javorite >
__ patriotic tunes/! 250 ‘
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Religious Freedom ‘Rooted in Human Dignity,’
Says Expert Ahead of U.S. Bishops’ Observance

By Gina Christian

(OSV News) — Ahead of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops’ annual observance of
Religious Freedom Week, OSV News spoke with
Emily Schumacher-Novak, associate director of
education and outreach for the USCCB’s Secre-
tariat of Justice and Peace.

Schumacher-Novak explained that this
year’s observance — which begins June 22, the
feast of St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher,
and ends June 29 — is more timely than ever,
with the accompanying USCCB novena prayers
reflecting on specific threats to religious free-
dom both in the U.S. and abroad.

This interview has been edited for length and
clarity.

OSV News: How would you sum up the puzr-
pose of the USCCB’s Religious Freedom Week?

Schumacher-Novak: The week is really a
chance for the Church in the United States to
consider, as we sometimes say, our first freedom
as Americans — to live out our faith in public
and serve the good of all, and to reflect on how
religious freedom helps us to think about all the
other freedoms that we have.

One of the things I really appreciate about it
is the opportunity to remind ourselves that it
(religious freedom) is rooted in our human dig-
nity.

It is our human dignity that is being pro-
tected when we are seeking to live out our faith
in public, and we have the right to seek God, to
look for who God is to us, and to do that in free-
dom.

As for why it is a whole week, there are a lot
of issues that our country is facing, both domes-
tically and internationally, and so this is a
chance for us to pray through several of those
that are of particular focus over the next couple
of days.

OSV News: The U.S. bishops have observed
Religious Freedom Week — whose predecessor
was the USCCB'’s “Fortnite for Freedom” — for
several years now. Have you found that this ob-
servance is taking root at the parish level?

Schumacher-Novak: Yes. We get questions
about it every year — “When is the Religious
Freedom Week stuff coming out? Are you guys
ready? Has it come in, and are you ready to share
it?”

So we do hear from folks in the pews who are
interested in the novena that goes along with
Religious Freedom Week, and we get great en-

gagement on the novena. That is a great exam-
ple of the people of God taking this up and in-
corporating it into their lives of faith and their
prayer life through the course of Religious Free-
dom Week.

We also have Scripture reflections, and this
year Religious Freedom Week falls right after the
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Those readings
from the lectionary are a really great opportu-
nity to think about how we are called to witness
to the faith. How does Christ call us to do that?

We hear from parishes that priests will some-
times include Religious Freedom Week in their
homilies or consider it as they’re thinking about
preaching for the weekend and the days ahead.

OSV News: The novena covers an array of is-
sues related to religious freedom — political and
anti-religious violence, concerns over immigra-
tion enforcement, religious discrimination, pa-
rental choice in education, gender ideology,
federal grants and the persecution of faith in Af-
rica and Nicaragua. How did the U.S. Catholic
bishops discern these issues and this sequence
for the novena?

Schumacher-Novak: Each year, the USCCB'’s
religious liberty committee puts together an an-
nual report that looks at both the opportunities
and challenges of religious freedom — sort of
the status of religious freedom in the United
States and around the world.

How do we as Americans sort of engage in
that? These (novena intentions) are examples to
pray through those challenges and opportuni-
ties that the bishops identify at the end of each
year.

Sometimes it’s a chance for Catholics to
think about issues we might not always consider
as religious freedom issues. Immigration en-
forcement is a huge human dignity issue. The
bishops have spoken prophetically about ac-
companying our brothers and sisters who are
immigrants and doing so with dignity and hu-
manity.

And then there’s this additional religious
freedom piece of it, in that many immigrants
have been detained, and haven’t had access to
the sacraments.

So there are all of these levels relating to why
our human dignity is essential in our call to be
Catholics in public life. Religious freedom is ob-
viously a big piece of that, and it has implica-
tions all over the place.

OSV News: The novena has prayer intentions

for Africa and Nicaragua, which would seem to
remind participants that human dignity tran-
scends national borders, correct?

Schumacher-Novak: Yes. I do think that our
call as the bishops’ conference is to help the
people of God in their dioceses think about the
broad spectrum of the way human dignity is
lived out, and to protect human dignity.

[ don’t know that we would say religious free-
dom is taken for granted in the U.S., but it is
something that we are constantly called to re-
member and incorporate into our both public
and private lives.

I would say also that there are moments
when there is renewed attention to the issue.
Our committee chairman, Archbishop Alex-
ander Sample, has spoken very beautifully re-
cently about the antisemitism that has been ex-
perienced by our Jewish brothers and sisters,
and how it’s very incompatible with our Cath-
oliclife, faith and our take on religious freedom.

These opportunities that — sometimes fortu-
nately and sometimes unfortunately, depend-
ing on theissue —really bring it to the attention
of Catholics, for them to remember that this is
a way that we live out our faith.

OSV News: Any thoughts on how Catholics
can develop that holistic perspective of reli-
gious freedom as intrinsic to human dignity?

Schumacher-Novak: Catholics in the United
States have a lot of religious freedoms and
they’re enshrined in law, so we have this great
protection. And we ought to be attentive to
that, and then also utilize that in order to speak
out on behalf of our brothers and sisters around
the world who don’t have those protections.

When you look at what’s happening in Nig-
eria, for example, or across Africa, where Chris-
tians and people of faith generally are really tar-
geted in a particular wayj, it is our responsibility
as Catholics to care that our brothers and sisters
don’t have the opportunity to seek God in a free
way. We ought to be both praying for a change
of hearts, and also contacting our legislators to
the extent possible, engaging our foreign policy
colleagues to say, “This is not right.”

We need to be leveraging the good of the
United States and our belief in the freedom of all
people to participate in their societies in a holis-
tic way. We need to offer our voices and lend our
support for that to happen.

(Gina Christian is a multimedia reporter for
OSV News.)
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JUNETEENTH: A PASTORAL REFLECTION ON RACIAL JUSTICE

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because

he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty
to captives and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free”

- Luke 4:18

As we approach the observance of
Juneteenth, we find ourselves reflecting on
its history, its enduring significance, and
why this observance speaks to my heart as
Shepherds of the Church. As we
commemorate Juneteenth, what we are
celebrating is an opportunity to remember
and to recommit ourselves to the ongoing
work of racial justice. As Catholics, we can
share the light of our commitment to all
human dignity.

To fully appreciate the importance of
Juneteenth, one must first understand what
we commemorate and why it continues to
hold such deep meaning.

On June 19, 1865, more than two years
after President Abraham Lincoln issued the
Emancipation Proclamation, Major
General Gordon Granger and Union
troops arrived in Galveston, Texas, to
announce the end of slavery and the Civil
War. Despite the Emancipation
Proclamation, many enslavers in the South
continued to unlawfully enslave African
Americans. The events of that day marked
a significant turning point. Over time,
Juneteenth has come to represent liberation
and the ongoing struggle for justice and
civil rights in our nation. On June 17, 2021,
Juneteenth was officially recognized as a

federal holiday, though it had long been
commemorated—especially in Texas—Dby
those who understood its significance.

Juneteenth invites us to confront the
painful history and legacy of racism in our
country. The institution of slavery, often
referred to as America’s “original sin,”
continues to cast a long shadow. The
consequences of the enslavement of
Africans and African Americans are still
evident today, particularly through the
persistent sin of racism in our systems,
communities, and hearts. (Open Wide Our
Hearts, pg. 5) This sin has inflicted deep
wounds on the dignity of the human
person and has obscured the fundamental
truth that every individual is created in the
image and likeness of God (Imago Dei).
Juneteenth offers us an opportunity to
remember this history and acknowledge the
ways in which its effects continue to shape
our present reality.

At the same time, Juneteenth calls us
forward. It challenges us—as individuals, as
a society, and as the Church—to renew our
commitment to racial justice,
reconciliation, and peace. In his encyclical
Magnifica Humanitas, Pope Leo XIV
reminds us that true peace is inseparable
from justice:

“All of us, at every level, can contribute to
building the foundation of peace, which is
justice. We do not merely seek any kind of
peace—such as an absence of conflict at
any cost—but instead, the true peace born
of justice. Do you therefore wish to attain
peace? Then practice justice! Let us never
grow weary of seeking justice!” (no. 215)

This teaching underscores the moral
responsibility we share in confronting
injustice in all its forms, including racial
injustice. Each of us has a role to play in

promoting the work of racial justice and
healing. We encourage our Catholic
brothers and sisters to read the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
pastoral letter against racism, Open Wide
Our Hearts. This important pastoral letter
highlights foundations for understanding

both the historical and moral dimensions
of racism in our society, and why we, as

Catholics, are called to work together in
pursuit of true justice for all people.

May we continue to be inspired by the
witness of the “Saintly Seven” and all those
who have labored for racial justice,
especially in the Church. And may we,
grounded in our faith and guided by the
Gospel, continue striving toward a society
that more fully reflects the dignity of every
human person.

In Christ,
Bishop Daniel E. Garcia

Chairman, Subcommittee for the Promotion
of Racial Justice and Reconciliation

Bishop Roy E. Campbell
Chairman, Subcommittee on African
American Affairs

Subcommittee for the
Conference of Promotion of Racial Justice

‘ ' Catholic Bishops and Reconciliation

‘ . United States

‘ . United States Subcommittes on

Conference of African American

‘ ' Catholic Bishops Affairs

Cover Photo: USCCB / Joe Jordan. Copyright © 2026, United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops. All rights reserved. All quotes from Popes and Vatican sources,
copyright © Libreria Editrice Vaticana (LEV), Vatican City. All rights reserved.
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National Eucharistic Pilgrimage’s Baltimore Leg
Pays Tribute to U.S. founders, First Cathedral

By George P. Matysek ]Jr./
Catholic Review

BALTIMORE (OSV News) —
Carrying a golden monstrance con-
taining the Blessed Sacrament,
Father Michael DeAscanis paced
his 227-step climb up downtown
Baltimore’s Washington Monu-
ment June 10, repeatedly praying
one complete “Glory Be” for every
10 steps until he reached the top.

The steady spiral ascent brought
the priest of the Archdiocese of Bal-
timore more than 120 feet above
the city to a lookout inside the his-
toric monument. There, framed by
windows facing in every direction,
he raised the monstrance and
traced the Sign of the Cross —
blessing Baltimore from north,
south, east and west.

Below, more than 200 people
gathered outside the monument,
designed in 1815 by American ar-
chitect Robert Mills, who later de-
signed the Washington Monument
in Washington.

As Father DeAscanis offered a
prayer for Baltimore and the na-
tion, the crowd — wet from morn-
ing showers — sang religious and
patriotic hymns, including “God
Bless America.”

The poignant moment was part
of the June 9-11 Baltimore leg of
the 2026 National Eucharistic Pil-
grimage, which began May 24 in
St. Augustine, Florida, and is mak-
ing its way up the East Coast to
Maine and then back down to Phil-
adelphia as part of celebrations
surrounding America’s 250th anni-
versary. Nine young adults, known
as “perpetual pilgrims,” are on the
route and plan to travel every
mile.

Held under the theme “One Na-
tion Under God,” the pilgrimage
arrived in the Baltimore Archdio-
cese June 9. The June 10 events in
Baltimore began with morning
Mass at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Assumption of the

WASHINGTON
MONUMENT

1815

MOUNT VERNON PLACE
CONSERVANCY

WASHING
MONUM

1815

MOUNT VERNON PLACE
CONSERVANCY

OSV News photo/Kevin J. Parks, Catholic Review

Father Michael DeAscanis, pastor of St. Louis Church in Clarksville and St. Francis of Assisi Church in Fulton, presents the Blessed
Sacrament to pilgrims participating in the Archdiocese of Baltimore's segment of the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage, themed
"One Nation Under God." The blessing took place at the Washington Monument in Baltimore City June 10.

Blessed Virgin Mary, the United
States’ first Catholic cathedral.

Kathy Bentz, a parishioner of
Our Lady of Hope in Dundalk,
Maryland, took a day off from work
to attend the pilgrimage. Faith is
needed more than ever, she said,
because people are “looking for
hope.”

“Ineed to be around people who
get me and I get them,” she said.
“And that’s why I'm here. [ feel like
I'm in the presence of good and it
makes me want to do better.”

A young man from Glen Burnie,
who helped carry an ornate bal-
dacchino sheltering the Blessed
Sacrament as it processed through
the streets, called it an honor. He

declined to give his name but said
he came to pray for the nation —
and was looking ahead to June 11,
when U.S. bishops planned to con-
secrate the U.S. to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus during their spring plenary
assembly in Orlando.

“I'think that the consecration to
the Sacred Heart is going to make a
tangible difference in our coun-
try,” he said. “I care about our
country.”

The National Eucharistic Pil-
grimage began its journey through
the Baltimore archdiocese with a
June 9 procession at the site of the
nation’s first monument to George
Washington — a stoic stone tower
in Boonsboro, just off the Appala-

chian Trail in Washington Monu-
ment State Park.

As the nine perpetual pilgrims
followed the Eucharist under a bal-
dacchino to the monument, they
were joined by 130 others from all
over the archdiocese and beyond to
watch Father Jeffery Dufresne of
the Archdiocese of Indianapolis
take the holy Eucharist to the top
of the monument and down, be-
fore presenting it on the altar.

“It was extremely beautiful to
see Jesus overlooking the valley
that he created,” said Zachary Rob-
inson, a Catholic from Westmin-
ster, Maryland, as he hiked back.
He called it “an experience of God

See “Pilgrimage” on Page 12
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just delighting in the beauty of his

creation.”

From Boonsboro, the pilgrimage
traveled to Hagerstown, where
close to 450 people attended Mass
at St. Mary June 9 before joining a
procession on the streets around
the church.

From Hagerstown, the pilgrim-
age went to Baltimore for the June
10 morning procession and then
continued to Severna Park for an af-
ternoon retreat focused on the
Sacred Heart. The pilgrims ended
the day in Annapolis, Maryland’s
capital and home to the U.S. Naval
Academy, with a procession begin-
ning at the city’s historic St. Mary’s
Church, followed by sunset Eucha-

rist adoration.
St. Mary’s campus includes the
birthplace of Charles Carroll of

Carrollton, the only Catholic
signer of the Declaration of
Independence. Charles Carroll

was the cousin of Archbishop John
Carroll, the first bishop of Balti-
more.

While a thunderstorm greeted
everyone as they arrived at St.
Mary, only a few raindrops were
falling when the Eucharistic pro-
cession to the State House began.
Singing songs and saying prayers in
both English and Spanish, partici-
pants waved white flags, carried
signs saying “Jesus, I Love You” and
smiled at those gathered to watch
the procession.

As they walked, the nine perpet-
ual pilgrims reached out to those

lining the parade route asking if
they knew what the procession was
about and sharing information
about the Eucharist.

“It’s part of our ministry,” said
pilgrim Raymond Martinez II of the
personal encounters, noting that
along the way he has met both non-
Catholics and Catholics who have
lapsed in their faith.

The pilgrimage continued from
the Archdiocese of Baltimore into
the Diocese of Wilmington,
which encompasses the state of
Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern
Shore, June 11-12. Events there
are expected to include a proces-
sion on the boardwalk in Ocean
City, Maryland.

Pilgrims then plan to spend the
June 12-14 weekend in the Diocese
of Camden, New Jersey, with a stop

in Gloucester City to commem-
orate Fort Nassau, the state’s first
European settlement.

Since its Pentecost Sunday
launch, the pilgrimage has traveled
through the dioceses of St. Augus-
tine, Florida; Savannah, Georgia;
Charleston, South Carolina; Char-
lotte, North Carolina; Richmond,
Virginia; and Arlington, Virginia;
and the Archdiocese of Washing-
ton.

(George P. Matysek Jr. is the
managing editor for Catholic Re-
view, the newspaper of the Balti-
more Archdiocese. Contributing to
this story was Catholic Review
Media news correspondent Katie V.
Jones and OSV News. This article
was published in Catholic Review
and distributed in partnership with
OSV News.)

Who are Military
Chaplains and Veterans

Thank You for Your Service to

A/Bgr. Dean §. Borgmeyer
Deacon Lawrence V. Hammel
Deacon William J. Klug
Father J. Michael O. Lecias
Father William X Matﬁeny, Jr. Msgr. Samuel S. Sacus

Praying for our Clergy

Father John P. McDonougﬁ
Father Jourden Travis Moger
Father James E. O'Connor
Deacon Steve A. Olenchock

N

AMERICA

&

~—

Deacon John W. Sarraga
Father Dennis R. Schuelkens, Jr.

Father Joshua R. Stevens
Deacon Bryce B. Timberlake
Deacon Jay F. Ziolkowski

ur Country!




June 19, 2026

The Catholic Spirit 13

With Focus on Sacred Heart, Bishops Make Moves
to Strengthen Church’s Mission at Spring Assembly

By Peter Jesserer Smith

(OSV News) — At their
spring assembly in Orlando,
Florida, the U.S. bishops fo-
cused on strengthening the
Church’s mission and address-
ing challenges while keeping
the Sacred Heart of Jesus as the
key to personal and public
transformation in focus.

The June 10-12 assembly
was animated in particular by
its culminating event, the na-
tional consecration of the
United States during a June 11
Mass at Orlando’s Basilica of
the National Shrine of Mary,
Queen of the Universe.

“To consecrate ourselves to
the Sacred Heart is ultimately
to accept Christ’s invitation to
remain in hislove and to allow
that love to shape every aspect
of our lives, public and pri-
vate,” Archbishop William E.
Lori of Baltimore, the homilist
for the Mass, said. “It is a dec-
laration that the future does
not belong merely to political
movements, economic forces,
or human plans. The future be-
longs to God.”

The opening session of the
U.S. bishops’ meeting June 10
had two addresses that re-
flected on the Church’s evan-
gelizing mission and the
Sacred Heart.

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley
of Oklahoma City, in his first
address to the bishops as
USCCB president, spoke of
how “the truth of Christ must
be proclaimed all the more
confidently” to restore hope
that is under threat from wide-

PPanhandle

ranging attacks on human dig-
nity and polarization “within
our country, and even within
our Church.”

In response, he called for
preaching that “life is a gift
from God,” the “cultivation of
interpersonal relationships
and conversations between
those who may disagree,” and
acting on the bishops’ mission
directive “to reach out to the
disaffiliated and the unaffili-
ated.” But above all, Arch-
bishop Coakley reminded his
brother bishops, “It is the love
flowing from the Sacred Heart
of Jesus that feeds our hope.”

Archbishop Gabriele G.
Caccia gave his inaugural ad-
dress to the bishops as nuncio
to the U.S. and also high-
lighted the consecration of the
U.S. Church to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. He urged the
bishops to fulfill their mission
as missionary disciples by wel-
coming immigrants in their
midst, and reminded the
bishops his ministry is there to
support them.

The start of the public ses-
sion also included a message
from the U.S. bishops to Pope
Leo XIV thanking him for
shining “the light of the Gos-
pel and the tradition of the
Church on the new opportu-
nities and challenges posed by
the rise” of artificial intelli-
gence and “emerging technol-
ogies” through his new ency-
clical “Magnifica Humanitas.”

Other presentations that
day also lifted up exemplars of
the Church’s witness and op-
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portunities to strengthen that
witness.

Mathematical biologist
Santiago Schnell, provost of
Dartmouth University, ad-
dressed the bishops on “Ex
Corde Ecclesiae,” St. John Paul
II's 1990 apostolic constitution
on Catholic universities, and
invited them to explore how
they can reawaken the Catho-
lic imagination in academic
life and nurture leaders who
can become “voices for the
Catholic Church.”

The bishops heard a report
on World Youth Day 2027,
which is to take place Aug. 3-8
in Seoul, with 10,000-15,000
pilgrims expected to travel to
South Korea from the U.S.
Seoul Auxiliary Bishop Paul
Kyung Sang Lee, general co-
ordinator for WYD 2027,
shared with the bishops that
the Catholic Church in Korea
began with the laypeople, be-
came strengthened by the
blood of 10,000-plus martyrs,
and served as a sanctuary for
democracy and human rights.

The bishops also gave a
unanimous consent June 10 to
support the advancement of
two American canonization
causes: Duluth, Minnesota’s
pioneer missionary priest
Msgr. Joseph Buh, and upstate
New York’s entrepreneur-
turned-evangelist John Rick
Miller.

Duluth Bishop Daniel J.
Felton spoke of how Msgr. Buh
isamodel for how “missionary
discipleship demands cou-
rage, sacrifice, perseverance
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and complete availability to
God’s will.” Miami Arch-
bishop Thomas G. Wenski
spoke of Miller — who worked
to re-evangelize Latin Ameri-
can countries and have them
consecrated to the Sacred
Heart — as having “lived the
baptismal call to holinessin an
exemplary way.”

On the second day of pub-
lic sessions, the U.S. Catholic
bishops approved portions of
two texts with near unanim-
ity: a new edition of the Lec-
tionary for Mass, which pro-
vides the Scripture readings
and psalm for each day’s lit-
urgy; and the 2025 Roman
Missal-Liturgy of the Hours
Supplement.

Thebishops also ultimately
agreed to move ahead and ap-
prove updates to their land-
mark document on protection
policies for minors. The revi-
sion commits the Church to
“acton the presumption of the
sincerity of those who bring
forth a complaint of sexual

abuse” while also maintaining
“a corresponding presump-
tion of innocence on the part
of the accused until guilt is
proven.”

The bishops voted on the
tloor to add a further revision
that would commit them-
selves to form future clergy in
“trauma-informed” pastoral
care.

Sara Larson, executive di-
rector of Awake, a community
of abuse survivors, Catholic
advocates and other allies, is-
sued a statement following the
vote commending the “im-
portant progress” the Catholic
ChurchintheU.S. hasmadein
two decades in protecting chil-
dren, but emphasized it was
important for the bishops to
extend that protection to
adults who “continue to ex-
perience devastating abuse in
situations of vulnerability like
confession, spiritual direction,
pastoral support, religious life,
and employment.”

See “Bishops” on Page 14
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“Awake encourages Church leaders
throughout the United States to con-
tinue building upon the progress al-
ready made by xtending safeguarding
efforts to adults, implementing
trauma-informed practices, and engag-
ing survivors as valued partners in the
Church’s ongoing work of reform and
healing,” she said.

While the scope of the charter’s re-
vision did not address adults, and
stayed within its mandate to focus ex-
clusively on protecting minors, Deacon
Bernie Nojadera, executive director of
the USCCB'’s Secretariat of Child and
Youth Protection, told OSV News in an
interview that they anticipate possible
related developments in this area com-
ing from the Vatican'’s Pontifical Com-
mission for the Protection of Minors.

“The U.S. Catholic Church stands
ready once those documents do come
forward,” he said.

But the revised charter saw ani-
mated debate — not so much around
the proposed changes, but rather over
the process of consultation. Following
the June 10 presentation, Archbishop
W. Shawn McKnight of Kansas City,

Kansas, asked if it would be possible to
suspend the vote on the revisions pend-
ing further consultation among pres-
byteral councils and diocesan review
boards. He cited several factors and also
argued further consultation was more
in line with the synodal style of consul-
tation envisioned for the Church.

Bishop Barry C. Knestout of Rich-
mond, Virginia, chair of the USCCB's
Committee on the Protection of Chil-
dren and Young People, acknowledged
that the charter is “not a perfect doc-
ument,” but he noted that consulta-
tion on the revision has been “occur-
ring for about five years,” with “input
received on multiple occasions from
bishops.”

OnJune 11, ahead of the vote, Arch-
bishop McKnight reiterated his call to
postpone the vote, with Bishop Earl K.
Fernandes of Columbus, Ohio, second-
ing the motion. But after balloting, the
motion failed, and a two-thirds
majority voted to approve the revised
text.

Auxiliary Bishop Juan Miguel Be-
tancourt of Hartford, Connecticut,
then spoke on behalf of a USCCB task
force on the ongoing implementation
of synodality in the life of the Church.
He provided the bishops June 11 with

an update on recent consultations
among the bishops, but also invited
them to hear directly from Pope Leo
himself.

The bishop played a video of the
pope addressing some of the U.S. con-
cerns about synodality at a Jubilee 2025
gathering, where Pope Leo emphasized
the importance of a patient and proper
formation “on every level” about what
it means to be a “Church which is syn-
odal.” But Pope Leo also affirmed the
Church in the U.S. already has many
existing structures that “have great po-
tential for being synodal” and encour-
aged them “to find ways of continuing
to transform them into more inclusive
kinds of experiences” for the laity, the
clergy, and women and men religious,
in order thatall might feel “a co-respon-
sible sense of belonging, and of leader-
shipandaccountability in thelife of the
Church.”

The bishops also heard a presenta-
tion on the Catholic Prison Ministry
Coalition, where Bishop William A.
Wack of the Diocese of Pensacola-Talla-
hassee, Florida, gave his own personal
testimony of serving in prison ministry,
and how a prisoner’s letter convinced
him to “go regularly.”

“linvite you to visit, too. You know

how important it is for the prisoners to
have a visit from a priest, deacon, reli-
gious, but especially a bishop?” he said.
“Like that prisoner wrote to me, the
bishop is their shepherd. They are part
of your flock.”

Bishop Oscar Cantt of San Jose, Cal-
ifornia, chairman of the bishops’ Sub-
committee on Hispanic/Latino Affairs,
addressed his fellow bishops June 11
about preparations for the 500th anni-
versary of Our Lady of Guadalupe’s ap-
pearance to St. Juan Diego Cuauhtla-
toatzin in five years, and dioceses’ par-
ticipation in the Intercontinental Gua-
dalupan Novena.

Before the bishops headed out to
consecrate the U.S. to the Sacred Heart,
they heard reflections on the Sacred
Heart of Jesus from three of their
brother bishops.

The final day of the conference,
June 12, was spent in executive session.
The remaining bishops then returned
home to their own dioceses to carry out
the consecration to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus from their own cathedrals.

(Peter Jesserer Smith is the national
news editor for OSV News. Contrib-
uting to this report were Julie Asher,
Gina Christian, Michael Heinlein, Jean
Gonzalez and Tony Gutiérrez.)
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Welcome Bishop Evelio Menjivar-Ayala
in a special issue of The Catholic Spirit

The deadline to purchase ads is Friday, June 26

Parishes, Catholic schools, and Catho-
lic groups and organizations are invited
to purchase ads of welcome and con-
gratulations to our new bishop in the
July 7 print edition of The Catholic
Spirit. All of the proceeds help provide
'The Catholic Spirit free of charge to all
Catholics in West Virginia. The dead-
line to purchase ads is Friday, June 26.
We can create the ad for you or you are

welcome to send in your own design.

Ad sizes and prices
Prices below are for black & white.
For color, add $100 to the price.

Eighth page (4.898 x2.477") - $100
Quarter page (4.898 x5.1") - $200
Half page (10x 5.1") - $400
Full page (10 x 10.436") - $900

To purchase an ad, send e-mail to
crowan@dwc.org with “Welcome ad” in

the subject line.
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Knights of
Columbus’

Carroll Council 504

OF WHEELING, W.VA.

Since 1900, West Virginia’s first Knights of
Columbus Council — Carroll Council 504 — has been
committed to Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and

Patriotism.

Guided by these Principles, we will continue to serve
the parishioners of St. Michael, St. Vincent de Paul,
St. Alphonsus, and the Cathedral of St. Joseph, and

the Wheeling community today and tomorrow.

To learn more and to join us,

click here

Faithin Action
Starts with You

* Make your gift to the
Catholic Sharing Appeal today!
DWC.ORG/CSA

CATHOLIC

SHARING APPEAL

Leql"ning @scgzjasqyé
Sustainable ™~

Four Essential B’s

How Beliefs affect our Bodies, Brains & Bonds

Date: September 26, 2026 Time: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Cost: $60 Location: St. Joseph Retreat Center
tunch included 137 Mount St. Joseph Road

e Wheeling, WV 26003

Discover how neuroscience, psychology., and ancient
spiritual practices can help you feel more connectad,
resilient, healthy, and fulfilled. Through an engaging
multimedia presentation, explore the links between
physical, mental, cognitive, and spiritual wellbeing
and gain practical strategies to strengthen -
relationships, improve health, and navigate life's
challenges with greater balance and vitality. {

Presenter: Anne Kertz Kernion

Over four decades ago, Anne founded Cards by Anne and became
an award-winning author in 2021 with "Spiritual Practices for the
Brain: Caring for Mind, Body, and Soul,” bridging health and spiritual
wisdom. Anne's third book, "The Four Connections: How to Flourish
by Aligning Your Beliefs, Body, Brain, and Bonds," was published by
Loyvola Press in early 2026. She currently teaches a weekly yoga
class and enjoys biking, running, and hiking. Anne and her husband
Jack have three children and six grandchildren.

Reserve your spot today: -—
Contact Anna Marie Troiani /,') ] = .
Phone: 304-907-0171 = (—WM
Emalil: atroiani@csjoseph.org RETREAT CENTER

@ L ]
Living
A beginners-to-experts workshop

on sustainability and what it means |
for our community and lives.

From action to habits, a sustainable
life can be accessible and
impactful for all.

What We Will Learn:

Sustainability principles + what it means to

Appalachia and beyond Date: September 16th, 2026

Real sustainability selutions for individuals

and communities Time: 6:30 PM-8:00 PM

Find your sustainable impact: what you can do

and how you integrate sustainability in your life. Fee: $20 or bring donation of

non-perishable canned goods,

Instructed by hygiene items, socks, feminine

Gabrielle Marshall,
Sustainability Manager products for House of Hagar
Cathelic Worker

achian and

munication, Reserve your spot today!
i , Contact: Anna Marie Troiani
kb i Phone: 304-907-0171

ement fo

Email: atroianiecsjoseph.org
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Bishops Look to Our Lady of Guadalupe as
Evangelization Model Ahead of Quincentennial

By Tony Gutiérrez

(OSV News) — In preparation
for the 500th anniversary of Our
Lady of Guadalupe’s appearance to
St. Juan Diego in five years, the di-
oceses of the U.S. will be participat-
ing in the Novena Intercontinental
Guadalupana (Intercontinental
Guadalupan Novena).

Bishop Oscar Canta of San Jose,
California, chairman of the
bishops’ Subcommittee on His-
panic/Latino Affairs, addressed his
tellow bishops June 11 during their
spring plenary, sharing that one
theologian had referred to Our
Lady of Guadalupe as the “Queen
of Marian Apparitions.”

Franciscan  Father Stefano
Cecchin, president of the Pontifi-
cal International Marian Academy,
told the bishop during a confer-
ence in Mexico City earlier this
year that other apparitions talked
about the rosary, repentance or
unity of the family.

“But the message in Guadalupe
included an entire array of theolog-
ical messages that included ecclesi-
ology, Christology, the role of the
laity, the role of the hierarchy, en-
culturation,” Bishop Canta re-
called Father Cecchin telling him.

Four years ago, the Mexican
Episcopal Conference began a
“Novena of Years” in anticipation
of the quincentennial, and they
have invited all dioceses through-
out the Americas to join them for
the remaining five years leading to
the quincentennial.

“There is much depth to be
plumbed for us in our dioceses and
our communities in these five years
that remain for this novena,”
Bishop Cantu said.

The bishop proposed a three-
phase plan of pastoral activity.
During the first phase, every ordi-

nary will receive a replica of the
tilma worn by Juan Diego to be
used for veneration in cathedrals or
other designated churches. The
tilma will have been touched to the
original, making it a third-class
relic, and it could also journey to
different parishes within the dio-
cese.

Catechetical materials already
being used in Mexico are in the
process of being translated into
English for use in the United States.

The National Eucharistic Con-
gress in summer 2029 will kick off
the second phase, which will in-
clude parish “Encuentros Guadalu-
panos” through 2031. The third
phase would be the national cele-
bration and would continue to the
2,000th anniversary of Jesus’ death
and resurrection in 2033.

After the presentation, Arch-
bishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller of San
Antonio commented about how
Our Lady of Gaudalupe can be a
source of evangelization.

“This relationship with Our
Lady of Guadalupe promotes the
culture of life, promotes the reality
of immigrants — not only from the
South but immigrants in general —
and also the relationship of the
Church and the Blessed Mother
with the poor,” Archbishop Garcia-
Siller said.

Bishop John P. Dolan of Phoenix
shared that his diocese imple-
mented a seven-year plan two years
ago called “TILMA” to build a cul-
ture of evangelization leading up
to the quincentennial.

“This is an excellent opportu-
nity for us to invite people to take
ownership of the call to evangel-
ize,” he said. “It would be good for
us to put Our Lady Guadalupe out
there and ask her to lead us in this
mission toward a culture of effec-

tive and sustainable evangeliza-
tion.”

Recalling St. John Paul II’s 1999
apostolic exhortation “Ecclesia in
America,” Bishop Cantu reflected
on the description of Guadalupe as
an “example of perfectly incultu-

=

image

MAY 31 - JUNE 7, 2027
LOURDES EXTENSION:JUNE 7 - 10, 2027

rated evangelization.”

“Those are words that should
echo in our hearts as we seek to
evangelize our own churches in the
United States.”

(Tony Gutierrez is an OSV News
correspondent based in Texas.)

For details, visit VersoMinistries.com/st-john-pilgrimage

Join St. John University Parish on a pilgrimage through Rome and Assisi.

Scan to Register!

Pray at the tombs of the apostles in St. Peter’s Basilica and Basilica of St. Paul
Outside the Walls, walk through the ancient catacombs, and attend a Papal
Audience. Journey to Assisi to visit sacred places, including the Basilica of St.

Francis.

Also consider signing up for the optional Lourdes extension! Grow closer to
Christ through the saints and sacred places on this unforgettable pilgrimage.
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Conf 1irmation at Immaculate Conception Parish in Fairmont

Bishop Mark Brennan is pictured with confirmands at Immaculate Conception Parish in Fairmont. With them is Father Kishore Babu Varaparla, HGN, pastor. Courtesy photo

Confirmation
Schedule

Bishop Mark E. Brennan,
Celebrant

Saturday, June 20:
St. Sebastian, Kingwood, 6 p.m.

Food service Equipment,
Supplies, Disposables,
Janitorial and more

1 Fourteenth Street,
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-2270
Stop in or call us today!

304-232-0330

TMEYER 1z pedca

FUNERAL HOMES
& CREMATORY

Wheeling Chapel  South Wheeling Chapel  Elm Grove Chapel

1400 Eoff Street 3828 Jacob Street 154 Kruger Street. 3
Wheeling, WV Wheeling, WV Elm Grove, Wy 2=
304-232:0330 304-2325444 304-242-03301

Benwood-McMechen  Moundsville Beck-Altmeyer /
214 Marshall Street 118 grant Avenue 204 West Main Street]
MeMechen, WV Maundsville, WV St. Clairsville, OH [
304-232-1710 304-845-4560 740-695-0475

James E. Altmeyer, Jr JamesE. Altmeyer, St

President Chairman
www.altmeyer.com ! =1
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En Espariol

Obispos de EEUU contemplan a Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe

como modelo de evangelizacion de cara al 500.° aniversario

Por Tony Gutiérrez

(OSV News) — En prepa-
racion para el 500.° aniver-
sario de la aparicion de
Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe
a San Juan Diego, que tendra
lugar dentro de cinco afios, las
diocesis de Estados Unidos
participaran en la Novena In-
tercontinental Guadalupana.

El obispo Oscar Canta dela
Diocesis de San José, Califor-
nia, quien lidera el Subcomité
para Asuntos Hispanos/Lat-
inos de la conferencia episco-
pal, se dirigi6 a sus hermanos
obispos durante su reunion
asamblea plenaria de primav-
era el 11 de junio para hablar
sobre la participacion de los
catolicos del pais en esta
novena, recordando que un
tedlogo se habia referido a
Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe
como la "Reina de las apari-
ciones marianas".

El padre Franciscano Ste-
fano Cecchin, presidente de la
Pontificia Academia Mariana
Internacional, le dijo al obispo
--durante una conferencia en
la Ciudad de México hace
unos meses-- que las otras
apariciones marianas habla-
ron sobre el Rosario, el arre-
pentimiento o la unidad de la
familia.

"Pero, el mensaje de Gua-
dalupe incluia toda una gama
de mensajes teologicos, in-
cluyendo la eclesiologia, Cris-

Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de menores:

La di6cesis de Wheeling-Charleston te exhorta a denunciar cualquier delito
ante las autoridades civiles. Para realizar una denuncia en contra de cualquier
obis]?)o en todos los Estado Unidos, favor de reportarlo en la pagina web www.re-

ishopabuse.org. Y si, ademas, existen motivos para creer que un obispo ha

post

tologia, el papel de los laicos,
el papel de la jerarquia y la en-
culturaciéon", record6 el
obispo Cantt queledijoaélel
padre Cecchin.

El obispo también recordo
que hace cuatro aflos que la
Conferencia del Episcopado
Mexicano empez6 una
novena de nueve afios en an-
ticipacion para el quingenté-
simo aniversario del Aconteci-
miento Guadalupano en
2031, durante los cuales se
busca profundizar en el men-
saje de la Virgen de Guada-
lupe, promover la evangeliza-
cion y celebrar esta devocion
mariana que une a tantas per-
sonas alrededor del mundo.

Segan sus organizadores,
esta "novena de afios" es un
proceso espiritual de prepara-
cion que tiene como objetivo
promover el reencuentro con
Dios, a través de Santa Maria
de Guadalupe, "buscando
nuevos caminos en la recon-
struccion del tejido social y
eclesial de nuestros pueblos y
comunidades".

Los obispos mexicanos
han invitado a todas las di6ce-
sis en el continente americano
que se unan a ellos durante los
cinco afnos restantes previos a
dicha conmemoracién, yenla
asamblea de los obispos de
EE.UU., se habl6 de las man-
eras en que las di6cesis del pais
pueden sumarse a estos esfuer-

Z0s.

"Hay una gran profundi-
dad que podemos explorar en
nuestras diocesis y nuestras
comunidades durante estos
cinco aflos que restan de esta
novena", afladi6é el obispo
Cant.

El obispo Canta presento
una propuesta de un plan de
actividades pastorales centra-
das en la evangelizacion y ac-
tividades misioneras que con-
taria con tres fases, para forta-
lecer la participacion de los Es-
tados Unidos en esta novena
intercontinental. Durante la
primera etapa, cada obispo di-
ocesano recibiria una réplica
de la tilma de San Juan Diego
disponible para veneracién en
las catedrales u otras iglesias
designadas. La tilma sera
puesta en contacto con la
original, convirtiéndose en
una reliquia de tercera clase, y
podra recorrer también las
parroquias de la diocesis.

La segunda etapa empieza
con el Congreso Eucaristico
Nacional en 2029, e incluye
"Encuentros Guadalupanos"
en las parroquias hasta 2031.
La tercera etapa empieza con
una celebracion nacional y
continuaria de cara a la cele-
bracion jubilar del 2000.°
aniversario de la Muerte y Res-
urreccién de Jesucristo, en
2033.

El obispo también indic6

www.dwc.org, favor de hacer clic en

que hay muchos recursos cat-
equéticos, ya utilizados en
México, incluidos devocion-
ales que estan disponibles en
el sitio de web para la novena.
Las traducciones de los recur-
sos al inglés para su uso en Es-
tados Unidos estaran listas en
los proximos meses, puntual-
iz6 al responder a las pregun-
tas de los obispos en la asam-
blea. Después de la presenta-
cion, el arzobispo Gustavo
Garcia-Siller de la Arquidioce-
sis de San Antonio coment6
como Nuestra Sefiora de Gua-
dalupe puede ser una fuente
de evangelizacion.

"La relaciéon con Nuestra
Sefiora de Guadalupe pro-
mueve la cultura de la vida,
promueve larealidad delosin-
migrantes --no solamente
aquellos que provienen del
sur sino los inmigrantes en
general--y también la relacion
de la Iglesia y de nuestra San-
tisima Madre con los pobres",
afirmé el arzobispo Garcia-
Siller.

El obispo John P. Dolan de
la Di6cesis de Phoenix com-
parti6é que su didcesis ha im-
plementado un plan pastoral
de siete afios en 2024 que se
llama "TILMA" con el fin de
construir una cultura de
evangelizacion de cara al
quinto centenario.

"Esta es una oportunidad
excelente para que invitemos

Foto OSV News/Paul Haring
La imagen original de Nuestra
Seiiora de Guadalupe, impresa
en la tilma de San Juan Diego,
se exhibe en la basilica de la Ci-
udad de México el 13 de fe-
brero de 2016.

a las personas a asumir como
propio el llamado a evangeli-
zar", dijo el obispo Dolan.
"Nos haria mucho bien poner
a Nuestra Seflora de Guada-
lupe en frente y pedirle que
nos guie en esta mision hacia
una cultura de evangelizacion
efectiva y sostenible".

Recordando la exhorta-
cion apostoélica de San Juan
Pablo II en 1999, "Ecclesia in
America", el obispo Cantu re-
flexiono sobre la descripcion
de Guadalupe como un "ejem-
plo de evangelizacion perfec-
tamente inculturada".

"Esas palabras deberian res-
onar en nuestros corazones
mientras buscamos evangeli-
zar nuestras iglesias en los Es-
tados Unidos", dijo.

(Tony Gutiérrez es corre-
sponsal de OSV News y reside
en Texas.)

304.230.1504 o a la linea directa de abuso sexual de la di6cesis al 833.230.5656.
Los formularios de quejas estan d sdJonibles en linea en la pigina web

"Di6cesis" en la barra de mend, luego en
"Oficinas”, en "Ambiente seguro"y en "Descargar archivos y formularios". El for-
mulario se titula "Formulario de queja para denuncias de’abuso sexual de me-

cometido alguna conducta sexual inapropiada favor de comunicarse con las
autoridades civiles de la jurisdiccion correspondiente y también puede realizar
un regorte en la pagina web antes mencionada. Para informar a las auto-
ridades civiles: comuniquese con la policia local; los nimeros varian segin
suubicacion. Siconsidera que alguien esta en peligro inmediato, favor de llamar
al 911. Para informar de forma confidencial sobre cualquier sospecha de abuso
onegligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual, favor de comunicarse con la Ofi-
cina de Servicios de Proteccion Infantil de Nifios y Familias de West Virginia, lla-
mando a la linea directa de abuso infantil al 1-800.352.6513. Para informar
a las autoridades diocesanas: La didcesis exhorta a informar primeramente
alas autoridades civiles correspondientes, cuando la denuncia incluye un delito,
IX también alienta a informar a las autoridades eclesidsticas correspondientes.

ara reportar casos sos‘[/)\/echosos de abuso sexual de menores por parte del per-
sonal de la Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston, comuniquese directamente con la
diocesis a los teléfonos 1.888.434.6237 0 304.233.0880 para hablar con cualqui-
era de las siéuientes ersonas asignadas: Sr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Sr. Tim
Bishop, ext. 353; y si desea hablar en espafiol con Sor Martha Gomez, ext. 264.
Tambieén puede llamar a la Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la didcesis al

nores". El formulario se puede enviar por correo en Estados Unidos a: Office of
Safe Environment, Diocesis of Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling
WYV 26003. Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas de
la Diocesis: Favor de llamar a Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, al 304.559.6742.
Ademas de las vias mencionadas anteriormente para denunciar el abuso sexual,
la didcesis se ha asociado con la compafifa Navex Global que ofrecer la plata-
forma EthicsPoint para informar cualquier inquietud adicional, como sospecha
de mala conducta financiera, profesional y personal de un sacerdote, diacono,
religioso, o empleado laico de Ia di6cesis o cualquier parroquia o escuela catélica
en West Virginia. Puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint a través de la pagina
web www.dwc.org, en “Rendicion de cuentas”, luego “Informar mala conducta”
o llamando al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es una herramienta de denuncia con-
fidencial yandnima, ellos se encargaran de transmitir su denuncia directamente
alas autoridades civiles y alas autoridades diocesanas correspondientes, y lo mas
importante al denunciar a través de ellos, la identidad de la persona que denun-
cia estd protegida. Enlaces e informacion: Departamento de Salud y Recur-
sos Humanos de WV: httgs:/ /www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia Estatal de Vir-
ginia Occidental, Unidad de crimenes contra a menores: 304-293-6400.
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JOHNSON

BOILER WORKS, INC

53 Marshall St.
Benwood, WV 26031
(304) 232-3070

Steam Boiler Repairs

.I*ﬂ Catholic Charities west virRGINIA

Annual CCHD Collection

Within the Diocese of Wheeling Charleston, Catholic Charities West
Virginia and the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) have
been working for social change across the United States for over 50 years.
Created by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, CCHD works

with a two-pronged approach. One arm educates Americans about the
realities of poverty. The other arm confronts the unique challenges of
those living in poverty by funding community and economic development
projects. These organizations work in innovative ways to build self-reliance
and power for those in poverty.

The annual Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston collection
for CCHD is the weekend of July 18th and 19th.

Your support for
this collection
makes a
difference in the
lives of West
Virginians living

HOH-Share’s CCHD project, Uplift WYV, in poverty.
helped Ryan overcome homelessness and :
unemployment. Now he leads others

toward recovery, reentry, and stability
through service and support.

FUNERAL HOMES
CREMATORY

230510 KenerFineralcan

James B Kepner President | Melissa Hil COIC

\\: O\,A

‘ ‘t@ CATHOLIC

(—1 CAM PAI G N F O R Dentistry That Makes You Smile
‘ 1701 Oakhurst Drive
<,

¥ HUMAN
Qc@ Diocrsy or Charleston, WV 25314
“HoLic w

MICHAEL ]J. TUPTA, D.D.S.

UNIT&O

DEVELOPMENT WH l-il-:l,[NG—é H‘f\Rl ESTON 204 7444130

MyDentistInCharleston.com

Accepting New Patients

In partnership with
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" QUO VADIS

( CAMP

for Middle Schrool Boys

Due to high demand, we announce:
Quo Vadis Camp - a dedicated Middle School track.
These boys and the high schoolers attending Quo Vadis
Retreat meet at the same location, but middle schoolers
will have activities tailored for them.

Deacon Dave Galvin and trained staff from nearby St.
James the Greater Parish will guide them on an
adventurous path to strengthen their relationship with
God and the Church as they enjoy the amenities of the
Priestfield Pastoral Center - hiking trails, the scenic
Opequon creek, and 38 acres of beautiful cedar forest.

Priest Field Pastoral Center
Kearneysville, VWV

| June 29 to July 2, 2026

REGISTER NOW

. VWV Priests.org

L

G

LEWIS GIANOLA PLLC
Webester J. Arceneaux « Matthew R. Bowles

John F. Gianola « Mark A. Sadd

Charleston | Morgantown
A West Virginia law firm www.lewisgianola.com
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Sunday Mormings A~

6:30 WTOVFOX9  Wheeling-Steubenville A A \

6:30 WOWK CBS 13 Huntington-Charleston "j ‘-%F ”
8:00 WBOY NBC 12 Weston-Clarksburg-Fairmont i B
6:30 WOAY ABC4  Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewisburg)
8:30 WVNS FOX 59 Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewisburg)
9:30 WWANBC6 Beckley-Bluefield-Oak Hill (Lewisburg)
11:00WDVM 25  Hagerstown-Washington D.C.

Plus watch online at - www.mydailyliving.com and YouTube
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Save the Date

- PA.C.E.

2. Parish Administration &
=~ Collaborative Education

OCTOBER | 21-22 | 2026

ST. JOHN XXIIl PASTORAL CENTER
CHARLESTON, WV

ESTABLISHED
LEADER IN
STRUGTURAL
HEART CARE

THE MOST ADVANCED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

Learn more at: MyWVUHeart.com

| Appointments: 304-243-8362

The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing
staff, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the
only program in West Virginia that offers eight specialized, structural heart
procedures and is one of the few programs in the United States (and

the only one in West Virginia) offering cerebral embolic protection during
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter
mitral valve replacement.

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based techniques to treat all
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

OUR TEAM

L
Deepak Hooda MD
Interventional Cardiology

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiology

David Michael Campsey MD
Interventional Cardiology

YWWVUHeart&Vascular
Institute




