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Prevention and aware-
ness measures imple-
mented by the Catholic 
Church in the United States 
to protect children and vul-
nerable adults and raise 
awareness of clergy sex 
abuse of minors are making 
a measurable difference, ac-
cording to Bryan Minor, 
Process Administrator for 
Safe Environment in the 
Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston.  

Findings from the 2022 
Annual Report on the Im-
plementation of the 
Charter for the Protection 
of Children and Young 
People indicate that the 
Safe Environment protocol 
mandated for dioceses ac-
ross America by the United 
States Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops (USCCB) since 
2002 show two important 
trends, according to Minor. 
They are: that survivors of 
clergy sex abuse continue 
to feel supported and em-
powered to come forward 
and that the instance of 
current, credible clergy sex 
abuse cases of minors re-
mains low nationwide, he 
said.  

The Charter for the Pro-
tection of Children and 
Young People serves as the 
basis for Safe Environment 
program requirements in 
dioceses across the US and 
has been in effect for two 
decades.  

In accordance with the 
Charter, the USCCB re-
quires that dioceses across 
the United States partici-
pate in yearly Safe Environ-
ment audits. The audit pro-
cess ensures that awareness 
and protection measures 
are in place for parishes and 

schools and serves as a 
mechanism to collect data 
and inform the public on 
the number of allegations, 
past and present, of clergy 
sex abuse of minors.  

“We analyze this report 
every year upon its re-
lease,” Minor said. “What 
we see in the 2022 report is 
that there are about 2,700 
people across the United 
States who had the courage 
to come forward with their 
disclosures of clergy sex 
abuse, most from many 
decades ago, and there are 
16 current disclosures from 
across the United States of 
clergy sex abuse involving 
minors.” He said Safe Envi-
ronment officials also rec-
ognize that there are survi-
vors who may never choose 
to come forward. “I think I 
can speak for all Offices of 
Safe Environment across 
the US when I say our goal 
is always for there to be 
zero current, credible dis-
closures and that those 
who suffer effects from past 
abuse obtain help and heal-
ing. I think these numbers 
do give us an indication 
that the Safe Environment 
process is making a differ-
ence across the nation.”  

The Charter requires 
background checks, aware-
ness training, and acknowl-
edgement of a sex abuse 
policy for employees and 
volunteers who are in-
volved directly or indi-
rectly with children and 
vulnerable adults in dio-
ceses across America. The 
Charter also mandates that 
every diocese in the US 
must have a Victims Assis-
tance program in place.  

Prevention and Awareness Measures Making a Difference, 
Diocese’s Safe Environment Process Administrator Says 

See “Measures” on Page 3
Colleen Rowan Photo 

Pictured is the front entrance of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Chancery in Wheeling.

Pledge Portal Opens with More Than 
5,000 Rosaries, Page 4 

A Night at the Opera to Feature Agatha Holland  
at Immaculate Conception Church in Clarksburg, Page 5
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To Report Suspected Cases of 
Sexual Abuse of Children: The Dio-
cese of Wheeling-Charleston encourages 
reporting to civil authorities first and 
foremost if a crime has been committed. 
We also encourage utilizing www.report-
bishopabuse.org to make a report about 
any bishop in the U.S. If you have reason 
to believe that a bishop has engaged in 
sexual misconduct or has interfered with 
an investigation into sexual misconduct, 
please contact civil authorities in the ap-
plicable jurisdiction and visit www.re-
portbishop abuse.org. 

To Report to Civil Authorities: 
Contact your local law enforce-
ment: numbers will vary based on your 
location. If you believe someone is in im-
mediate danger, call 911. To confiden-
tially report any incidence of suspected 
child abuse or neglect, including sexual 
abuse, contact the West Virginia Bureau 
for Children and Families’ Child Protec-
tive Services by calling the Child Abuse 
Hotline at 800.352.6513. You may report 
anonymously to this hotline if you  
prefer. 

To Report to Diocesan Au-
thorities: The diocese encourages re-
porting to the appropriate civil au-
thorities first and foremost if a crime has 
been committed. The diocese also en-
courages reporting to the appropriate 
church authorities. To report suspected 
cases of sexual abuse of children by per-
sonnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of 
the following designees at 
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. 
Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, 
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, 

Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may also call the Di-
ocese’s Office of Safe Environment at 
304.230.1504. You may also call the Dio-
cese’s sexual abuse hotline at 
833.230.5656. Complaint forms are 
available online at www.dwc.org, click 
“Diocese” on the menu bar, then “Of-
fices,” then “Safe Environment”, then 
“Download Files and Forms.” The form is 
titled “Complaint Form for Allegations of 
Sexual Abuse of a Minor.” The form may 
be returned via U.S. mail to: Office of Safe 
Environment, Diocese of Wheeling- 
Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 
26003. 

To Report to the Diocese’s Vic-
tim Assistance Coordinator: please 
call Dr. Patricia Bailey at 304.242.6988.  In 
addition to the methods listed above for 
reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese also 
has partnered with Navex Global to       
offer the EthicsPoint platform to report 
other, additional concerns, such as sus-
pected financial, professional, and per-
sonal misconduct of a priest, deacon, re-
ligious, or lay employee of the Diocese or 
any Catholic parish or school in West Vir-
ginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be ac-
cessed via www.dwc.org, under “Ac-
countability”, then “Report Misconduct” 
or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is 
a third-party reporting system that re-
ports to civil authorities where applicable 
and Diocesan authorities, and the iden-
tity of the person reporting   
protected. Links and information: WV 
Depart-      ment of Health and Human Re-
sources: https://www.wvdhhr.org/re-
port. asp. West Virginia State Police, 
Crimes Against Children Unit: 304-293-
6400. 

Sexual Abuse Awareness Training 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops (USCCB) requires that all 
Dioceses/Eparchies have in place a 
Safe Environment Program for the 
protection of children and young 
people.  In accordance with these 
requirements, the  Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe Envi-
ronment Program consists of the 
following components for persons 
seeking employment or to volun-
teer—directly or indirectly—with 

children: background check; re-
ceipt of the Diocese’s Policy Relat-
ing to Sexual Abuse of Children; 
and sexual abuse awareness train-
ing for adults. Sexual abuse aware-
ness training may be completed  
online or via live workshop. For 
more  information on the Office of  
Safe Environ-ment,please go to 
www.dwc.org, click “Diocese”, 
then “Offices,” then “Office of  Safe  
Environment.” 

Published on the first Friday of each month.  All issues sent to each  registered 

Catholic household free of charge. Donations to help offset   the  cost of produc-

ing The Catholic Spirit are welcomed.   Out-of- diocese  subscriptions are $25 an-

nually. The Catholic Spirit intends its news reports to be fair and accurate in every 

regard. The opinions of   correspondents do not necessarily reflect the opinions 

of   The  Catholic Spirit. Submission of news releases, stories and color  photos  

welcomed and encouraged. Not responsible for unsolicited material.

Bishop Mark Brennan has made public the following ap-
pointment: 

 
Very Rev. Sebastian Devasya, V.F., is appointed Associ-

ate Episcopal Vicar for Clergy for a period of five years, effective 
immediately. This is in addition to his current assignments as 
pastor of Sacred Heart Parishes in Bluefield and Princeton and 
Vicar Forane of the Beckley Vicariate.

Diocesan Official Appointments

107 Years109 Years

Lou W. Nau, Inc.
69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling       Phone (304) 242-6311

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!

louwnau.doitbest.com

We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
 JOHNSON

BOILER WORKS, INC
53 Marshall St.

Benwood, WV 26031
(304) 232-3070

Steam Boiler Repairs

Webester J. Arceneaux   Matthew R. Bowles   James A. Gianola  
 John F. Gianola   Sandra H. Kinney   Mark A. Sadd n

nn

n

Charleston | Morgantown 
A West Virginia law firm www.lewisgianola.com



Measures...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

Minor explained that the Di-
ocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
upholds these requirements and 
strengthens them with ad-
ditional measures, including 
fingerprinting of clergy and 
Catholic school personnel; mul-
tiple mechanisms for reporting 
through the diocesan web site; 
the release of the diocese’s list of 
credibly accused in 2018; and an 
Independent Review Board com-
prised primarily of lay members 
that meets regularly and con-
siders clergy sex abuse cases as 
well as boundary issues and 
other behavioral concerns per-
taining to all volunteers and em-
ployees. The diocese also en-
courages reporting to civil au-
thorities first and foremost if 
there is reason to believe a crime 
has been committed. West Vir-
ginia law sets forth a 24-hour re-
porting requirement when 
abuse of any kind is suspected.   

“Under the direction of 
Bishop Mark Brennan, pre-
sently, we are formulating a plan 
for continuing Safe Environ-
ment education for clergy and 
schools, and we will have more 
information on that in the com-
ing months,” Minor said. “This 
expansion in scope is really a 
demonstration of best practices. 
We voluntarily go above and 
beyond the Charter require-
ments, as do many other dio-
ceses across America.”   

In addition, the diocese peri-
odically offers opportunities to 
help promote healing. “We have 
held public prayer services and 
Masses for healing,” Minor said. 
“We also house a Rosary for 
Healing on www.dwc.org, so 
anyone anywhere can access it 
and pray and know that they are 
supported in prayer.” 

Bishop Brennan has made 
Safe Environment a priority 
since his arrival in the Diocese  
of Wheeling-Charleston, Minor 
said. “Our Bishop is mindful of 
Safe Environment, its impact 
overall, and the importance of 
healing. His actions demon-
strate that he is committed to 
creating a culture of safety and 
healing in West Virginia. We are 
thankful for his support.”  

Starting in 2023, Bishop 
Brennan elected yearly on-site 
compliance audits for the Dio-
cese of Wheeling-Charleston. 
The Charter requires data collec-
tion audits every year and on-
site compliance audits every 
three years. However, dioceses 
may elect to conduct the on-       
site audits on a yearly basis as 
well.  

“As a diocese, we have a ro-
bust Safe Environment program 
in place,” Minor said. “We are 
constantly striving for compli-
ance at the parish and school 
level. The Bishop has expressed 
the importance of on-site 
compliance auditing and has 
committed to it on a yearly 
basis. We also utilize a                      
modern, user-friendly software                        
platform for tracking and doc-
umenting Safe Environment 
compliance.” 

According to the USCCB, the 
Charter was first published in 
2002. It was revised in 2005, 
2011, and 2018. Another revi-
sion is scheduled for 2024.     

“The Catholic church across 
the US continues to work in ear-
nest to raise awareness and               
assist  survivors of clergy sex 
abuse,” Minor said. “These ef-
forts are an ongoing process. 
Our prayers that survivors find 
courage, peace, and healing and 
that our efforts continue to 
make a difference are frequent 
and fervent.”  
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SERVING THE DIOCESE OF 
WHEELING-CHARLESTON’S PARISHES 

AND SCHOOLS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

DWC PARISHIONERS VICTOR GRECO, JULIE DOERR AND ALEXIS BEHRENS

VISIT US @ MILLSGROUPONLINE.COM

Mass and ConfessionMass and Confession
  FriendshipFriendship

Movie NightsMovie Nights
Bible StudiesBible Studies  
Game NightsGame Nights
Jam SessionsJam Sessions

Going toGoing to  

WVU?WVU?

Grow your Faith with us!Grow your Faith with us!
                                                mountaineercatholic.commountaineercatholic.com
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Within two days of the announcement 
to our parish priests of the One Mil-
lion Rosaries for Vocations in WV 

more than 5,000 Rosaries were pledged. 
Will you help energize this pace? It is no se-

cret that the success of this endeavor depends 
on you. 

What is this campaign? If you haven’t heard, 
this movement in the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston calls for one million Rosaries to be 
prayed for vocations between the Feast of the 
Assumption on August 15 to the Feast of Our 
Lady of the Rosary on Oct. 7. 

So now that you know, how many Rosaries 
will you say? How will you promote this mis-
sion?  

Within three hours after the announcement 
email to our priests was sent, Monsignor               
Dean Borgmeyer, of St. Joseph Parish in                 
Huntington, posted a challenge on his                    
Facebook page followed by 494 people to say 
one Rosary for vocations a day for the next 100 
days.  

Additionally, within eight hours a Rosary 
zoom group based in Fairmont pledged more 
than 900 rosaries! 

Have you entered your pledge on 
https://dwc.org/onemillionrosaries/?  

Several pastors including Father Carlos Melo-
coton, of St. Michael Parish in Wheeling, 
printed a bulletin insert for parishioners that at-
tended last weekend’s Masses that outlines the 
campaign with a QR code/link to the online 
pledge form.  

Reach out to those among your parish or cir-
cles, especially the elderly who may not have ac-
cess to a computer or be technically savvy – con-
nect with them and use your smart phone/de-
vice to log onto the diocesan site to add their 
commitment to the tally. 

In a perfect world if all 66,925 Catholics 
would just say 15 rosaries within the 54 days of 
the campaign, we would have more than 
1,003,000 prayed. 

While this ask is huge, it is possible. 
Share this campaign with your prayer war-

riors outside of WV and even outside of the 
country. 

A weekly rosary group in the Bethlehem           
section of Wheeling eagerly accepted the               
mission after Joyce Bibey, manager of writing 
and social media for the diocese, shared the 
project.  

“More than 20 people gathered on that par-
ticular day to pray together for the unborn,” 
Bibey said. “It was a diverse group with genuine 
reverence and confidence in our Blessed Mother 
to go to her son with their united prayers. Look-
ing around the room, I was inspired to see a 
young girl, who jumped right in to lead the 
third decade of the Sorrowful Mysteries (it was 
a Tuesday). This time set aside was very impor-
tant for this group. One woman had driven 90 
minutes to get there.  

“After our Rosary, I was able to speak to the 
group about the project and how they can get 
involved. I was immediately encouraged by 
their reactions and genuine enthusiasm to join 

us on this journey,” Bibey said. “This is exactly 
an example of how we can reach and even       
surpass our goal – taking accountability and 
going out of our comfort zone to share our        
mission.” 

She added, you don’t have to be a pro at re-
citing the rosary – “most of us aren’t.” Let this 
be a moment to start a great habit of going to 
our Blessed Mother through the calming Rosary 
– a time to have her present our special inten-
tions to Jesus. 

The diocesan website page dedicated to the 
One Million Rosaries project, as well as 
https://faithinwv.org/the-rosary/, have a pleth-
ora of resources to guide you.  

According to the State of Priestly Vocations 
Report conducted by Vocation Ministry in 2022, 
nearly 3,500 parishes in the US are without their 
own parish priest. Like the diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston most priests serve more than one 
parish, mission, and chapel. 

Believe in the power of the Rosary. Be opti-
mistic, have faith, and be an active prayer war-
rior for all Catholic vocations in WV.  

Pledge Portal 
Opens with 
More Than 
5,000 Rosaries 

https://dwc.org/onemillionrosaries
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CLARKSBURG—A Night at the 
Opera will be held at Immaculate Con-
ception Church in Clarksburg featur-
ing one of its own cantors, Agatha Hol-
land who is an opera soprano. The 
concert will be held Aug. 11 at 6 p.m. 
in the church and will also feature the 
parish’s music director, Robin Bohn. 

“Like all the graces of God, Agatha 
Holland came to us as a pure and un-
merited gift, adding to the list of tal-
ented cantors we already have at Im-
maculate Conception,” said Very Rev. 
Casey B. Mahone, V.F., pastor of the 
parish.  “Before I even knew that she 
was a trained opera soprano, I was 
amazed at the voice that came out of 
this very little, humble woman (who 
was pregnant at the time.) It absolutely 
filled the church.  Immaculate Con-
ception has wonderful acoustics that 
seemed to complement her voice.  The 
first time we heard her sing solo, I over-
heard one parishioner say to another, 
‘THAT is no ordinary cantor!’  The con-
cert that Agatha and Robin Bond          
present should be a wonderful evening 
and all are welcome to come as you are 
and be blessed by what you see and 
hear.” 

Holland graduated Magna cum 
Laude from Truman State University, 
Missouri and proceeded to earn her 
Master of Arts degree at the University 
of Central Missouri. She won first  
place in the advance women division 
of NATS in both the Tri-state and Kan-
sas City Chapters. She also won first 
place at the Quistorff Aria Competi-
tion (2017) and second place at the 
Southern Illinois Young Artist Vocal 
Competition (2019). She was the 2019 
winner of the FIO Italia competition. 

In addition, Holland took leading 
roles in opera productions and con-
certs: Serafina in Il campanello di notte 
by Donizetti; Laetitia in the Old Maid 

and the Thief by Menotti; Adele in Die 
Fledermaus by Strauss II; Lucy in The 
Telephone by Menotti; Iyabo in The 
Odyssey of a Dream – an African Opera 
by Bode Omojola (World Premier); 
Eliza in My Fair Lady; Soloist in Viv-
aldi’s Gloria; Soloist in Porgy and Bess 
– Concert version; Soloist in Carl Orff’s 
Carmina Burana. 

In 2016, Holland made her New 
York debut, singing as a soloist in Car-
negie Hall with the University of Cen-
tral Missouri concert choir. Holland is 
a member of the Music Honor Society 
of America (Pi Kappa Lambda). She is 
currently a doctoral student under the 
tutelage of Dr. Hope Koehler and a re-
cipient of the W.E.B Dubois research 
fellowship award at West Virginia Uni-
versity. 

A Night at the Opera to 
Feature Agatha Holland  
at Immaculate Conception 
Church in Clarksburg

Courtesy Photo 
Agatha Holland, opera soprano and a 
cantor at Immaculate Conception Church 
in Clarksburg, will be featured in A Night 
at the Opera Aug. 11 at the church.

CLARKSBURG
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WHEELING — Alum-
nus Paul Renowicz has 
turned his love of garden-
ing into a way to serve his 
alma mater – Wheeling 
University.  

Renowicz, who lives just 
across from the front en-
trance to the campus, 
began talking to WU Pres-
ident Ginny Favede about 
how much he enjoys grow-
ing his own vegetables and 
herbs.  

“When my husband Lee 
and I were watering the 
flowers at the front en-
trance last summer, Paul 
would come over and chat 
with us. Those visits turned 
into a friendship. He shared 
his love of gardening, and I 
asked him if he would be 
willing to take over our 
campus garden. This 
spring, he began tending to 
our little garden, and we 
cannot wait to see the har-
vest,” Favede said.  

Renowicz explained that 
his grandmother taught 
him the ins and outs of gar-
dening. “I’ve been garden-
ing for years. My grand-
mother got me started, and 
our family always had a gar-
den when I was growing 
up,” he explained.  

 Before he could plant all 
of the tomato plants, var-

ious types of peppers and 
squash, herbs, and pota-
toes, Renowicz spent many 
hours preparing the raised 
beds, pulling weeds, tilling 
all the soil and fertilizing 
the beds.  

“Serving and engaging 
with our communities is 
the foundation of a Wheel-
ing University education. 
The change we make in one 
student’s life lasts for gener-
ations and deepens that 
student’s commitment to 
others. Paul’s volunteer 
work with the university’s 
community garden exem-
plifies how the educational 
experience of service-learn-
ing transforms students 
into people for others,” Fa-
vede said. “Cura personalis 
— care of the whole person 
— involves creating experi-
ences that enable students 
to prepare for lives en-
riched by service. Our com-
mitment to social justice is-
sues, such as hunger, is ad-
dressed through alumni 
like Mr. Renowicz, primari-
ly because the produce 
from our garden is distrib-
uted to organizations 
throughout the commu-
nity. I am very fond of Paul 
and grateful for his passion 
for others and commitment 
to our university.”  

Don Headley, a Wheel-
ing Park High School 
teacher, heard that Renow-
icz was overseeing the cam-
pus garden and donated all 
of the vegetable plants. Re-
nowicz wasted no time put-
ting them in the ground 
and is now watching them 
grow.  

Favede added, “I am 
grateful to Mr. Headley for 
his generosity in providing 
the garden’s various to-
mato, pepper, and squash 
plants. I hope, through 
Paul’s green thumb, they 
produce a bountiful harvest 
later this summer. We can 
then give those vegetables 
and herbs to community 
agencies to help those in 
need.”  

 “I love to garden, and 
tending to the campus gar-
den allows me to give            
back to the school I attend-
ed,” the class of 1982             
graduate said. He comes to 
campus each day to water 
the garden and rid the           
area of weeds. He is clean-
ing up the compost area 
and the storage shed as 
well.  

A standout for the Cardi-
nal basketball team, Re-
nowicz said, “Basketball 
was my hobby, but garden-
ing is my calling.” 

Wheeling Alumnus Caring for 
University’s Community Garden  

 
 

OFFERING AN 

 
EMMAUS MINISTRY 

FOR GRIEVING PARENTS  
SPIRITUAL RETREAT 

 

For any grieving parent 
whose child of any age has 

died by any cause,  
no matter how long ago 

 

 
ONE-DAY IN-PERSON  
SPIRITUAL RETREAT 

 
October 14, 2023 
9:30am -7:30pm 

St. Vincent de Paul Parish 
2244 Marshall Avenue 
Wheeling, WV 26003 

 

 
 

Give yourself the gift of 
getting away from 

everyday life to focus on 
your spiritual journey 
after the death of your 

precious child. 
 

 
PRE-REGISTRATION 

REQUIRED  
 

See www.emfgp.org for more 
information and to register, 

Courtesy Photo 
Paul Renowicz waters the Wheeling University campus garden.

.
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As part of our on-going Eucharistic Revival efforts we welcome Dr. 
Tom Octave, Director of Lay Ministry for the Diocese of Pittsburgh, as 
he speaks to us about creating a Eucharistic culture in our parishes 
and beyond.  

Using Dr. Timothy O’Malley’s book, Creating a Eucharistic Culture, 
we will explore ways that we can be intentional in our parish and 
local communities about sharing the Eucharistic presence of 
Christ.  

This presentation will be held in three di昀erent locations in the Diocese 
of Wheeling-Charleston. Please choose the one that is most convenient 
for you.   NO CHARGE TO ATTEND! 

6:30 PM to 8:00 PM 

August 21—St. Alphonsus Parish, Wheeling 

August 22—St. Francis de Sales Parish, Morgantown 

August 23—Sacred Heart of Mary Parish, Weirton  
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V i s i t  w w w . p a t h l m s . c o m / c d u  t o  b r o w s e  t h e 
c o u r s e s  a n d  r e g i s t e r .  U s e  t h e  a c c e s s  c o d e ,

w h e n  s e t t i n g  u p  y o u r  a c c o u n t  t o  r e c e i v e  y o u r  f r e e  t u i t i o n !

C D U 2 0 D I O C E S E W C
cdu.edu

CDU partners with the diocese to o昀er free 
non-credit continuing education courses for catechists 

and those involved in parish ministry.
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By Mark Zimmermann 
NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. 

(OSV News) — Sending forth the 
participants of the 13th National 
Black Catholic Congress at their July 
23 closing Mass in the Washington 
metropolitan area, Bishop John H. 
Ricard offered them an admonition 
that he said he learned from his days 
as a youth camping in the woods — 
“Don’t let the fire go out!” 

Bishop Ricard, the superior gen-
eral of the Josephites, who formerly 
served as the bishop of Pensacola-
Tallahassee, Florida, was the homi-
list at the Mass, celebrated at the 
Gaylord National Resort & Conven-
tion Center in National Harbor, 
Maryland. He encouraged the con-
gress participants to be enlivened by 
the flame of the Holy Spirit, and to 
bring that spirit of faith back to their 
homes, parishes, dioceses and to the 
African American communities in 
their cities and towns. 

“You’ve got to poke the flame and 
stir it up ... We can’t let the fire go 
out,” he said, also encouraging 
people to address problems like vio-
lence in their communities, the 
mass incarceration of people of 
color, and the challenge of reaching 
out to young adult Black Catholics 
raised in the faith, who no longer go 
to church. 

An estimated 3,000 Black Catho-
lics from 80 dioceses across the 
United States attended the four-day 
gathering, which included Masses, 
keynote addresses, breakout ses-
sions for adults and youth, and a 
visit to the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of African American His-
tory and Culture. 

“I’m grateful to God that you are 
here in such great numbers, to bear 
witness to our Church and our faith 
in the Lord,” Bishop Ricard, 83, said. 

In his homily, Bishop Ricard 
praised the legacies of faith of the six 
U.S. Black Catholics being consid-
ered for sainthood whose portraits 
were depicted in large banners hang-
ing behind the altar, noting how the 
Holy Spirit had reigned down on 
each of them. 

“We’re here this weekend to reap 
the harvest that has been sown,” 
said Bishop Ricard. 

Those candidates for sainthood 
include Venerable Henriette Delille 
of New Orleans, the foundress of the 
Sisters of the Holy Family; Venerable 
Mother Mary Elizabeth Lange of Bal-

timore, the foundress of the Oblate 
Sisters of Providence, the first reli-
gious congregation of African Amer-
ican women; Venerable Father Au-
gustus Tolton of Chicago, the first 
publicly known Black Catholic pri-
est in the United States; Venerable 
Pierre Toussaint of New York, re-
nowned for his charitable works; 
Servant of God Julia Greeley of Den-
ver, known for her devout faith; and 
Servant of God Sister Thea Bowman, 
a Franciscan Sister of Perpetual Ado-
ration and dynamic evangelist from 
Mississippi who died of cancer in 
1990. 

Sister Thea, who was known for 
her soaring style of singing, partici-
pated in the sixth National Black 
Catholic Congress, held in 1987 on 
the campus of The Catholic Univer-
sity of America in Washington. Re-
membering the impact of her life, 
Bishop Ricard said, “The Holy Spirit 
came upon the songbird. Didn’t she 
become a witness of triumph over 
sickness and discrimination?” 

Bishop Ricard also noted the leg-
acy of Daniel Rudd, a pioneer Black 
Catholic journalist from Kentucky 
who founded the Congress of Col-
ored Catholics that first met at St. 
Augustine Church in Washington in 
1889. 

That group, the bishop said, “is 
the granddaddy of the National 
Black Catholic Congress,” a move-
ment that was revived in 1987, after 
Rudd’s group had held five earlier 
national gatherings around the turn 
of the century. 

Honoring the memory of Rudd’s 
effort, Bishop Ricard said, “They     
had the vision, they had the deter-
mination, and they had the will 
back then to come together,                     
because Rudd believed that in the 
Catholic Church, there was the full-
ness of the revelation of the teach-
ing of Jesus, and that was the answer 
to all of the problems that Blacks 
were facing.” 

The main celebrant of the July 23 
closing Mass was Washington Auxil-
iary Bishop Roy E. Campbell Jr., the 
president of the National Black 
Catholic Congress. He was joined by 
five other bishops, about 60 priests 
and nearly 50 deacons. Joining the 
laypeople in the congregation were 
numerous African American women 
and men religious. 

(Mark Zimmermann writes for 
the Catholic Standard.) 

At Congress Closing 
Mass, Black Catholics 
Urged, ‘Don’t let the 
Fire Go Out!’ WASHINGTON (OSV News) — When Pope Francis ar-

rives in Lisbon for World Youth Day 2023, there will be plenty 
of pilgrims from the U.S. ready to greet him — close to 29,000. 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops announced July 
24 that more than 28,600 individuals, most between the ages 
of 18 and 25, and over 60 U.S bishops will be on hand for the 
Aug. 1-6 gathering. While registration numbers have not yet 
been finalized (and in fact are rising, said the bishops’ confer-
ence), the U.S. is set to have one of the five largest delegations 
at WYD. 

“Our country is very much looking forward to this pilgrim-
age,” said Bishop Robert E. Barron of Winona-Rochester, Min-
nesota, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Committee on Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth, which 
oversees the U.S. involvement in WYD. Bishop Barron, along 
with 60 other U.S. bishops, will be accompanying young 
people to Lisbon. 

In a statement, Bishop Barron described WYD as “a won-
derful occasion for young adults to have a significant en-
counter with Jesus Christ in the company of the universal 
Church.” 

The event is “also a moment when the Holy Father and the 
Church’s leadership get an opportunity to listen to the young 
people present, teach and form them in the Gospel, and ulti-
mately send them towards their vocation and mission in the 
world,” he said. 

U.S. pilgrims will stay in parishes, campuses, homes and 
hotels around Lisbon during the WYD week, taking part in 
prayer, liturgies, daily catechesis, concerts, presentations, 
dialogue, service and networking with young adults from 
around the world. 

More than 35 U.S. bishops will lead daily catechetical “Rise 
Up!” sessions. 

U.S. pilgrims will gather Aug. 2 for an outdoor evening 
gathering organized by the USCCB in Lisbon’s Parque da 
Quinta das Conchas. Music and testimony by young adults 
will be followed by a keynote address from Bishop Barron, 
who will then lead a Holy Hour with Bishop Edward J. Burns 
of Dallas as part of the USCCB’s National Eucharistic Revival 
initiative. 

Pope Francis will join the WYD pilgrims Aug. 3 for a wel-
come ceremony in the city center. He will preside at a Way of 
the Cross Aug. 4 and a prayer vigil Aug. 5, and then celebrate 
the WYD closing Mass Aug. 6, with an anticipated crowd of 
1 million or more. 

The USCCB’s Committee on Laity, Marriage, Family Life 
and Youth recently collaborated with WYD organizers in Lis-
bon and U.S.-based Oregon Catholic Press on the English ver-
sion of the official WYD hymn, “Feel the Rush in the Air,” 
which was released earlier this month. 

Inaugurated by St. John Paul II in 1986, WYD officially 
takes place every year as a “Global Celebration of Young 
People,” which is now celebrated on Christ the King Sunday. 
In addition, a major international event is held every 2 - 4 
years in a different location around the world. 

Past WYDs have taken place in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
(1987); Santiago de Compostela, Spain (1989); Czestochowa, 
Poland (1991); Denver (1993); Manila, Philippines (1995); 
Paris (1997); Rome (2000); Toronto (2002); Cologne, Ger-
many (2005); Sydney (2008); Madrid (2011); Rio de Janeiro 
(2013); Krakow, Poland (2016); and Panama City (2019). 

NOTES: For more information, please visit the USCCB’s 
web page for WYD: www.wydusa.org. 

All are invited to follow the U.S. pilgrims on Twitter, Insta-
gram, and Facebook with hashtags #JMJLisboa23 and        
#wydusa. 

U.S. Set to Have Fifth 
Largest Delegation at 
World Youth Day
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Sunday, August 6: Ascension Hurricane; 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday, September 17: St. Stephen, Ona; 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 19: Our Lady of Mercy Mission, Parsons; 5:00 p.m. 

Monday, October 23: Sacred Heart, Chester; 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, November 4: St. Francis Xavier, Parkersburg; 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 19: Sacred Heart, Bluefield; 9:00 a.m. 

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE – Fall 2023 

Bishop Mark E. Brennan, Celebrant

5095 National Road, Triadelphia, WV 
304-907-4027 

www.flooringamericawestvirginia.com

Foodservice Equip-
ment, Supplies, 

Disposables, Jani-
torial and more

1 Fourteenth Street,  
Wheeling, WV 26003 

 304-233-2270 
 Stop in or call us 

today!
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URSILLO
DIOCESE OF WHEELING-CHARLESTON

Calling all Cursillistas!  
 
Would you like to gather with other past participants in Cursillo weekends for an Ultreya meeting? Well, you can, 
on Saturday, August 19th, and you have two locations and times to choose from! 
 
The Diocesan Cursillo community will gather, on Saturday, August 19th, first at the St. John XXIII Pastoral Center, 
in Charleston, at 10:30 AM. Then, the other Ultreya option will be a gathering at the Parish Center of St. John Uni-
versity Parish, in Morgantown, at 4:30 PM. 
 
What should you expect? At both meetings, we will have our Regional Director for Cursillo, Mr. Dan Kubisiak, as 
the rector/moderator, along with the Lay Director for Cursillo in South Carolina, Mr. Tommie Smith, as our main 
witness speaker.  
 
At both locations, we will gather for about an hour and a half, for fellowship, spiritual enrichment, socializing, re-
freshments, and a meal. We hope these gatherings will help revive Cursillo in our wonderful state.  
 
If you would like to join us, and we’d love if you would, please let us know either by calling the Office of Evange-
lization & Catechesis, at 304-233-0880, ext. 374, or by emailing Daniel Maul, at dmaul@dwc.org.  
 
Thank you, God bless you, and De Colores!  



The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is accepting                   
applications for the next class of permanent deacons.  
 
 
Applications may also be obtained by contacting Tina High in the Office of the Episcopal Vicar for Clergy for the 
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston at (888) 434-6237 or for the Wheeling area at (304) 233-0880, ext. 271. Com-
pleted applications must be sent to the Office of the Episcopal Vicar for Clergy for the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston: Very Rev. Dennis R. Schuelkens, Jr., V.E. Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, P.O. Box 230,              
Wheeling, WV 26003. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Catholic Men of West Virginia, 
Married or Single, Consider  

the Vocation of a Deacon

 
 

 

To apply and for more information, click the link below: 
https://dwc.org/directory-listing/ permanent-diaconate-formation-office-of/2275/

Deacons are ordained to a mini-
stry of service, assisting the bishop 
and his priests in many areas, espe-
cially in the ministry of the liturgy, 
of the word, and of charity.  

The Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston opened a new Diacon-
ate Formation Program for all 
Catholic men who will be 35 by 
June of 2027. Bishop Mark Bren-
nan has made the 2023-2028 Dia-
conate Formation Program free to 
the men who apply, and the cost 
will be covered by the diocese.   

Permanent deacons may be 
married. They must be faithful 
Catholics. Most work at secular 
jobs and must be willing to be open 
to an assignment outside of their 
parish. 
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St. Mary’s Medical Center, Hun-
tington, WV – This Priest/Chaplain 
serves as part of an interfaith spiri-
tual care team. He provides a com-
passionate and pastorally caring 
presence for patients, families and 
staff through attentive listening 
and spiritual counseling interven-
tions, making tangible God’s grace 
and presence amid their present cir-
cumstances and is supportive of the 
Mission and Values of St. Mary’s 
Medical Center. 

In addition, the priest/chaplain 
recruits, trains, and serves as a liai-
son to Eucharistic Ministers who 
serve the medical center’s catholic 
patients. The Priest/chaplain will 
respond to on-call requests and 
after hour emergencies for chaplain 
assistance for sacramental ministry 
to Catholic patients. He is expected 
to celebrate Mass regularly for the 
religious community of the Pallot-
tine Missionary Sisters, provide sac-
ramental ministry and pastoral sup-
port to patients and their families, 
staff, and the sisters. 

The Priest/Chaplain’s role in-
cludes a broader dimension in the 
areas of formation, education, and 
leadership that nurtures the mis-
sion and values of St. Mary’s by par-

ticipation in mission integration 
activities to further the mission and 
values which gives the health        
ministry of St. Mary’s Medical 
Center a foundation which em-
bodies a wholistic approach to the 
healing of body, mind and spirit, a 
cornerstone of St. Mary’s Medical 
Center. 

Minimum Requirements: Edu-
cation: An ordained Roman Catho-
lic priest in good standing with the 
Roman Catholic Church and with 
the ecclesiastical endorsement of 
the Bishop of the Wheeling-
Charleston Diocese. A Master’s de-
gree in theology, divinity, pastoral 
ministry, or spirituality. Completed 
4 units of Clinical Pastoral Educa-
tion accredited by ACPE. Certified 
or eligible for certification within 2 
years of hire. Complete Safe Envi-
ronment program mandated by the 
Diocese. Work Experience: 1-year 
clinical training usually through 
CPE. Competitive Salary and Bene-
fits offered. 

For more information or to 
apply contact: Rev. Greg Creasy, Di-
rector of Spiritual Care & Mission 
Integration at greg.creasy@   
st-marys.org or call 304.526.      
1188.

Huntington, 
West Virginia

Priest/Chaplain Needed
A progressive parish of 600 families is seeking a vibrant individ-

ual to coordinate formation programs, enable the gifts of the faith-
ful, and to engage our youth to live a life of faith. We are located 
in Morgantown, WV, home of West Virginia University. Our 
people have a deep love for celebrating Mass, gathering for fellow-
ship, opportunities for adult formation and growth and for mis-
sion to the least of these.  The position is full-time and reports to 
the Pastor.  

Responsibilities & Duties: Coordinates and manages all 
Faith Formation ministries including, but not limited to Religious 
Education (PK-5th); Youth Ministry; Sacrament Preparation; Assist 
in Adult Faith Formation; Safe Environment. Candidates will be re-
sponsible for keeping current on trends in catechetical ministry 
and seeking ongoing educational opportunities. 

Qualifications and Skills: BA Religious Education/Pastoral 
Ministry/Theology (Preferred), BA/BS + catechetical experience 
(Qualified), Diploma + certified catechist (Will Consider) 

Preferred Skills: Excellent organizational, supervisory and 
leadership skills; Excellent verbal and written communication and 
interpersonal skills; Works well in collaborative efforts with other 
parish ministers; Excellent computer skills including the use of Mi-
crosoft Office;   Skills in communicating via social media plat-
forms. 

Salary & Benefits: Health, vision, dental, participation in 
403B plan, paid vacation and personal days, and education sti-
pend. Salary range: $40,000 - $50,000 depending upon experience.  

If interested please submit a resume by August 1, 2023. Send 
letter and resume to Fr. John McDonough by email jmcdo-
nough@dwc.org or via mail to: 

Attn: Father John McDonough 
St. Mary Parish 
3346 University Avenue 
Morgantown, WV  26505 
 

Faith Formation Director Needed
St. Mary Parish, Star City

On behalf of the Board of Directors, the Manager/Welty Home for the 
Aged Inc., and Administrator/Good Shepherd Nursing Home LC, in 
Wheeling, W.Va., directs and coordinates overall operation of Good 
Shepherd Nursing Home, The Braddock Apartments, The Welty Home 
LC, and Welty Apartments LC both internal and external, in order to pro-
vide excellent care to the residents served by these facilities. Manages the 
day-to-day operations of Good Shepherd Nursing Home and keeps the or-
ganization on track for its strategic plan, long term goals and organiza-
tion’s mission. Coordinates these activities to ensure compliance with es-
tablished standards and regulatory requirements. Promotes public rela-
tions and a positive public image. Acts as the ‘face’ of the organization 
to the governing board, the public, and residents’ families; and as a liai-
son between staff, residents, and families Arranges and obtains transfer 
and working agreements with other health facilities. 

Qualifications: Holds a current valid license or an emergency per-
mit issued by the West Virginia Nursing Home Administrators Licensing 
Board. A master’s degree in a health care or business-related field is pre-
ferred. A bachelor’s degree in a health care or business-related field with 
qualifying experience may be considered. Has a sincere interest in the eld-

erly and their needs. Has the ability to deal with people effectively to carry 
out objectives of facilities under his/her direction. 

This individual must be a Roman Catholic in Good Standing. “Roman 
Catholic in Good Standing” is an individual who is, as determined by the 
Diocese: (1) a baptized Roman Catholic who is a registered member of a 
Roman Catholic parish; (2) agrees with the pastoral and sacramental mis-
sions and with the moral teachings of the Roman Catholic Church; and 
(3) agrees with and is committed to maintaining the Ethical and Religious 
Directives for Catholic Health Care Services, Sixth Edition, including in 
his or her work connected with such organizations. 

License qualifications and requirements: Candidate is to sub-
mit the name, address, and contact of the State Licensing Board in which 
they are licensed. Current administrators will submit the most recent 
three years of State/Federal Survey Reports (CMS Form 2567) for which 
they were the “Administrator of Record”. Reports are to include the de-
ficiency citation, scope, and severity determination of each deficiency. 

 
 

Click here to apply 

Manager of Welty Home/Administrator of Good Shepherd Nursing Home 

Employment Opportunity

https://www.paycomonline.net/v4/ats/web.php/jobs/ViewJobDetails?clientkey=74CC22A3BB00B85B2F268DBF77696750&job=128176&jpt=
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Itinerary 
DAY1: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29  
DEPART USA, ARRIVE IN MEXICO  
• Depart to Mexico City via independent 
flights 
• Welcome dinner with orientation talk  
 
DAY 2: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30  
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe  
• Breakfast at the hotel and then take your 
bus to the world famous Shrine of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe  
• See the miraculous image, the “Tilma” of 
St. Juan Diego, at the Basilica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe  
• Guided tour: the Shrine, the New Basilica, 
Old Basilica, Tepeyac Hill, and more  
• Celebrate Mass with our pilgrim priests  
• Time to pray, shop & explore the grounds 
of the Shrine  
• Dinner presentation: Sisters of Mary pro-
grams around the world  
 
DAY 3: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1  
Sisters of Mary Girlstown 
• Be inspired as you celebrate Mass with 
3,500 girls 
• Enjoy an amazing musical performance by 
the girls 
• Lunch with the exceptional Sisters of Mary 
• Tour Girlstown and see how the Sisters are 
transforming lives  
• Time to play and enjoy the girls 
• Light dinner with the Sisters before de-
parting 
• Return to the hotel for wrap-up  
 
DAY 4: MONDAY, OCTOBER 2  
Return to USA 
• Return home on independent flights  
 

Shrine of Our Lady of                  
Guadalupe  
• The most-visited Marian Shrine in the 
world!  
• Home of the only true image of our 
Blessed Mother. 
(A miraculous image created by God)  
 
PILGRIMAGE PREP SUGGESTIONS  
Excellent books:  
“Our Lady of Gaudalupe: Mother of the Civ-
ilization of Love” by Carl Anderson and 
Eduardo Chavez  
“Priest and Beggar” by Kevin Wells  

 
Sisters of Mary  

In 1964, Venerable Fr. Aloysius Schwartz 
founded the Sisters of Mary to serve the 
poorest of the poor. Today, 400 Sisters now 
operate our Boystowns and Girlstowns in 
seven countries. They have rescued and 
transformed more than 170,000 of the 
world’s poorest children from the most des-
perate circumstances.  
 

Sisters of Mary Girlstown  
and Boystown  

Girlstown and Boystown are safe havens for the 
current group of 21,000 poor and vulnerable chil-
dren who have HOPE for a brighter future thanks 
to the Sisters. In a joyful and loving environ-
ment, they thrive as members of a loving family 
while receiving an education and faith forma-
tion. Upon graduation, many receive scholar-
ships to study at universities and others find 
good jobs. Visit www.worldvillages.org to read 
the amazing success stories and triumphs.  

 
Testimonials 

“It was truly one of the most spiritually impor-
tant pilgrimages I’ve ever made.” 
 —Glory Sullivan 
“Anyone who goes to Guadalupe and Girlstown 
will be so grateful for the experience of this faith-
filled journey.” —Jane Lanier 

 
To Join in the Pilgrimage 

Contact Susan Driscoll at the Sisters of       
Mary World Villages for Children at sdriscoll@            
worldvillages.org or call 1-800-662-6316. 

A WEEKEND PILGRIMAGE  
TO THE  

Shrine of  
Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

Sept. 29 - Oct. 2, 2023

PLUS AN UNFORGETTABLE VISIT TO 
The Sisters of Mary GIRLSTOWN

An Extraordinary Experience! 
•  See for yourself the only image of Our Lady in the  

world by God 

•  Be inspired by Mass at the world-famous Shrine 

•  Walk where the Blessed Mother appeared 

•  Meet the Sisters of Mary, modern day “miracle workers” 

•  Witness how the Sisters of Mary Girlstown program is  

“breaking the cycle of poverty” 

•  A unique pilgrimage with 100% positive reviews   

PILGRIMAGE CHAPLAINS 

Bishop Mark Brennan - West Virginia 
Fr. William Ryan - Togo, West Africa 

Fr. Daniel Leary - Chaplain, Sisters of Mary

Join in a Pilgrimage with Bishop Brennan
September 29-October 2, 2023
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Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de ninos: La 
Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston alienta a informar ante las autoridades civiles 
ante todo si se ha cometido un delito. Tambien alentamos a utilizar www.report 
bishopabuse.org para hacer un informe sobre cualquier obispo en los EE. UU. Si 
tiene motivos para creer que un obispo ha cometido una conducta sexual inap-
ropiada, comuniquese con las autoridades civiles de la jurisdiccion correspon-
diente y visite www.reportbishopabuse.org. 

Para informar a las autoridades civiles: comuniquese con la policia 
local; los numeros variaran segun su ubicacion. Si cree que alguien esta en peligro 
inmediato, llame al 911. Para informar confidencialmente cualquier incidencia 
de sospecha de abuso o negligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual, 
comuniquese con la Oficina de  Servicios de Proteccion Infantil de Ninos y Fam-
ilias de West Virginia llamando a la linea directa de abuso infantil al 
800.352.6513. Puede informar anonimamente a esta linea directa si lo                             
prefiere. 

Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La diocesis alienta a in-
formar a las autoridades civiles apropiadas, ante todo, si se ha come- tido un de-
lito. La diocesis tambien alienta a informar a las autoridades eclesiasticas apro-
piadas. Para reportar casos sospechosos de abuso sexual de ninos por parte del 
personal de la Diocesis de  Wheeling-Charleston a la Diocesis, comuniquese con 
uno de los siguientes designados al 1.888.434.6237 o 304.233.0880: Sr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Sr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; o Muy Reverendo Dennis Schuelkens, 
Jr., V.E., ext. 270. Tambien puede llamar a la Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la 

Diocesis al 304.230.1504.  Tambien puede llamar a la linea directa de abuso sex-
ual de la Diocesis al 833.230.5656. Los formularios de queja estan disponibles en 
linea en www.dwc.org, haga clic en "Diocesis" en la barra de menu, luego en "Ofi-
cinas", luego en "Ambiente seguro", luego "Descargar archivos y formularios". El 
formulario se titula "Formulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de me-
nores". El formulario se puede devolver por correo de EE. UU. A: Office of Safe 
Environment, Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 
26003. 

Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas de la 
Diocesis: llame a la Dra. Patricia Bailey al 304.242.6988. 

Ademas de los metodos enumerados anteriormente para denunciar el abuso 
sexual, la Diocesis tambien se ha asociado  con Navex Global para ofrecer la pla-
taforma EthicsPoint para informar otras inquietudes adicionales, como sospecha 
de mala conducta financiera, profesional y personal de un sacerdote, diacono, 
religioso, o empleado laico de la Diocesis o cualquier parroquia o escuela catolica 
en West Virginia. Se puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint a traves de 
www.dwc.org, en “Rendicion de cuentas”, luego “Informar  mala conducta” o 
llamando al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es un sistema de informes de terceros que  
informa a las autoridades civiles cuando corresponda y a las autoridades dioc-
esanas, y la identidad de la persona que informa esta protegida. Enlaces e inform-
acion: Departamento de Salud y Recursos Humanos de WV: 
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia Estatal de Virginia Occidental, Un-
idad de Crimenes contra Ninos: 304-293-6400.

En Español

WASHINGTON (OSV News) — 
Cuando el Papa Francisco llegue a 
Lisboa, Portugal, para la Jornada 
Mundial de la Juventud 2023, se en-
contrará con cerca de 29,000 peregri-
nos de Estados Unidos listos para 
darle la bienvenida. 

La Conferencia de Obispos Cató-
licos de Estados Unidos (o USCCB, 
por sus siglas en inglés) anunció el 24 
de julio que más de 28,600 personas, 
la mayoría entre 18 y 25 años, y más 
de 60 obispos estadounidenses esta-
rán presentes durante esta Jornada, 
que se llevará a cabo del 1 al 6 de 
agosto. Aunque las inscripciones aún 
no han finalizado (de hecho, están 
aumentando, según la conferencia 
de obispos), Estados Unidos tendrá 
una de las cinco delegaciones más 
grandes en la JMJ. 

"Nuestro país espera con ansias 
esta peregrinación", manifestó el 
obispo Robert E. Barron de Winona-
Rochester, Minnesota, presidente del 
Comité de Laicos, Matrimonio, Vida 
Familiar, y Juventud de la Conferen-
cia de Obispos Católicos de Estados 
Unidos, que supervisa la participa-
ción estadounidense en la JMJ. El 
obispo Barron, junto con otros 60 
obispos estadounidenses, acompa-
ñará a los jóvenes a Lisboa. 

En una declaración, el obispo Bar-
ron describió la JMJ como "una mar-
avillosa ocasión para que los adultos 
jóvenes tengan un encuentro signif-
icativo con Jesucristo en compañía 
de la Iglesia universal". 

El evento también es "un mo-
mento en el que el Santo Padre y el 
liderazgo de la Iglesia tienen la opor-
tunidad de escuchar a los jóvenes 
presentes, enseñarles, y formarlos en 
el Evangelio, y finalmente, enviarlos 
hacia su vocación y misión en el 
mundo", agregó. 

Los peregrinos estadounidenses 

se alojarán en parroquias, campa-
mentos, hogares, y hoteles alrededor 
de Lisboa durante la semana de la 
JMJ, participando en oraciones, litur-
gias, catequesis diarias, conciertos, 
presentaciones, diálogos, servicio, y 
estableciendo contactos con jóvenes 
adultos de todo el mundo. 

Más de 35 obispos estadouni-
denses dirigirán sesiones catequéti-
cas diarias llamadas "¡Levántate!". 

Los peregrinos estadounidenses 
se reunirán el 2 de agosto para un 
evento al aire libre en la noche, or-
ganizado por la USCCB en el Parque 
da Quinta das Conchas de Lisboa. 
Habrá música y testimonios de jó-
venes adultos, y continuará con el 
discurso principal del obispo Barron, 
quien luego dirigirá una Hora Santa 
junto con el obispo Edward J. Burns 
de Dallas como parte de la iniciativa 
del Avivamiento Eucarístico Na-
cional de la USCCB. 

El 3 de agosto, el Papa Francisco se 
encontrará con los peregrinos de la 
JMJ en una ceremonia de bienvenida 
en el centro de Lisboa. Presidirá el Vía 
Crucis el 4 de agosto y una vigilia de 
oración el 5 de agosto, para luego 
celebrar la Misa de clausura de la JMJ 
el 6 de agosto, con una multitud es-
perada de 1 millón o más. 

Recientemente, el Comité de Lai-
cos, Matrimonio, Vida Familiar, y Ju-
ventud de la USCCB colaboró con los 
organizadores de la JMJ en Lisboa y 
con la editorial católica con sede en 
Estados Unidos, Oregón Catholic 
Press, en la versión en inglés del 
himno oficial de la JMJ, "Feel the 
Rush in the Air", que se puso en circu-
lación a principios de este mes. 

Inaugurada por San Juan Pablo II 
en 1986, la JMJ oficialmente tiene 
lugar cada año como una "Celebra-
ción Global de los Jóvenes", que 
ahora se celebra en el Domingo de 

Cristo Rey. Además, se lleva a cabo un 
evento internacional importante 
cada 2 a 4 años en una ubicación dif-
erente alrededor del mundo. 

Las anteriores Jornadas Mundi-
ales de la Juventud se llevaron a cabo 
en Buenos Aires, Argentina (1987); 
Santiago de Compostela, España 

(1989); Czestochowa, Polonia 
(1991); Denver (1993); Manila, Filipi-
nas (1995); París (1997); Roma 
(2000); Toronto (2002); Colonia, Ale-
mania (2005); Sídney (2008); Madrid 
(2011); Río de Janeiro (2013); Craco-
via, Polonia (2016); y Ciudad de Pan-
amá (2019). 

Estados Unidos envía quinta delegación más 
grande a Jornada Mundial de la Juventud
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The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and 
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in 
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional 
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing 
sta昀, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most 
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart 
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the 
only program in West Virginia that o昀ers eight specialized, structural heart 
procedures and is one of the few programs in the United States (and 
the only one in West Virginia) o昀ering cerebral embolic protection during 
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter 
mitral valve replacement.

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based techniques to treat all 
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid 
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

David Michael Campsey MD
Interventional Cardiology

Deepak Hooda MD
Interventional Cardiology

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiology

THE MOST ADVANCED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

OUR TEAM

Good Shepherd is hiring nurses!
$15,000 sign-on bonus for RNs and LPNs 

$10,000 sign-on bonus for CNAs

To learn about this offer, our flexible scheduling,  
supportive workplace and other advantages,  
call HR Director Heather Blake at 304.242.1093 
or email hblake@weltyhome.org.

Click the Link to Donate Today!
dwc.org/CSAdwc.org/CSA

Your Gift...
...will help fund new programs in
the Social Ministry Office,
including Walking with Moms
and programs related to
addiction recovery.

...will help young people grow in
Christ's love in the foothills of
WV at Camp Carlo.

...will help Catholic Charities
West Virginia provide goods and
services to help alleviate poverty
and bring families together.

...will help parish food pantries
provide for those  struggling to
feed their families.

https://csa.dwcministries.org

