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By Colleen Rowan 
WHEELING—While the Diocese 

of Wheeling-Charleston is mandated 
by the state to delay its start of the ac-
ademic year until Sept. 8, “leave no 
doubt your WV Catholic schools are 
ready to reopen,” Diocesan Superin-
tendent Mary Ann Deschaine assured 
families in a July 22 letter. 

“It is important to note each of our 
24 schools have prepared a plan that 
has been approved not only by our 
schools’ office, but also the individual 
county health departments,” she said. 
“Remain assured our decisions 
throughout this time and in the future 
focus on the safety of our students, 
teachers, and staff. We will continue 
to rise and emerge as a stronger Cath-
olic school family.” 

Plans for reopening are designed to 
keep everyone as safe as possible, she 
said, being mindful of individuals and 
respectful to others like the diocese’s 
parishes, which based their safety 

‘WV Catholic 
Schools Are 
Ready to Reopen,’ 
Superintendent 
Says in Letter

See “Vatican” on Page 4

Vatican: Laity Have Role, but Most 
Parishes Must be Led by Priests

By Junno Arocho Es-
teves, Catholic News 
Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) 
— The Vatican’s Congrega-
tion for Clergy issued a new 
instruction on pastoral care 
that specifies the role of lay 
men and women in the 
church’s mission of evange-
lization and offers guidance 
in parish reforms and re-
structuring. 

The 22-page document, 
titled “The pastoral con-
version of the parish   
community in the service 
of the evangelizing mis-
sion of the church,” was re-
leased by the Vatican July 
20. 

While it does not intro-
duce new legislation on 
pastoral care, the Vatican 
press office said it was de-
veloped by the congrega-
tion as a guide related “to 
the various projects of re-
form of parish commu-
nities and diocesan restruc-
turing, already underway 
or in the planning process.” 
It also clarifies the role of 
the deacons, consecrated 
men and women, as well as 
the laity, in dioceses where 
there is a shortage or lack of 
priests. 

Those entrusted with 
participation in the exer-
cise of the pastoral care of 
the community, the doc-
ument states, “will be di-
rected by a priest with le-
gitimate faculties, who will 
act as a ‘moderator of pasto-
ral care,’ with the powers 
and functions of a parish 
priest, albeit without an of-
fice with its duties and 
rights.” 

See “Schools” on Page 3

CNS Photo/Ahmed Jadallah, Reuters 
The dome of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican is seen through a window of                
Castel Sant’Angelo in Rome in this 2018 file photo. On July 20, 2020, the                        
Vatican issued a new instruction on pastoral care that emphasizes the role of              
lay men and women in the church’s mission, but said most parishes must be led 
by priests. 

WHEELING—Due to the severe 
economic losses caused by a number 
of issues, Wheeling Hospital has made 
the difficult decision to reduce its 
workforce and will begin with a Vol-
untary Reduction Plan.  

“The COVID-19 pandemic has had 
a $35 million impact on the hospital,” 
said CEO Douglass Harrison. “To date, 
we have received just over $22 million 
in CARES funding. As a result, the     

Wheeling Hospital 
Instituting Voluntary 
Workforce Reduction

See “Hospital” on Page 10



 Reverend Mr. Louis John 
Belldina of Monongah, WV, 
passed away on Thursday, July 
16, 2020 at age 72. He was 
born on March 19, 1948 in 
Cleveland, OH, and raised           
in Grant Town, WV, a son            
of the late James Belldina and Helen Wolfe                        
Belldina. 

Lou is survived by his wife, Barbara Belldina; 
his children, Juda Belldina and wife Sarah of 

Cincinnati, OH, Jeremy Belldina and his wife 
Seashal of McMurray, PA, Jennifer Lancaster and 
her husband John of Barboursville, WV, and      
Jessica Belldina of Clarksburg, WV; grandchil-
dren, Warie, Uzuri, Bearra, Caius, Ilya, Verena, 
Elizabeth, Elijah, Micah, Nathan, and Anna; 
sister, Shirley Smith; brother-in-law, David Bor-
das; and nieces, Jessica, Carrie, Jill, Tina, and 
Lisa. 

Deacon Lou was lovingly devoted to his wife, 
family and the Church, serving as Deacon for 39 
years. Ordained in 1981, Deacon Lou served as 
the Director of Bishop Hodges Pastoral Center, 
served as a Permanent Deacon for St. John Bosco 
Parish in Huttonsville, St. Brendan Parish in El-

kins, and St. Patrick Parish in Coalton, and most 
recently served at St. Anthony Parish in Fair-
mont, and Holy Spirit Parish in Monongah. 

The family received friends at St. Anthony 
Church in Fairmont on  July 19 with Vigil Rites 
celebrated by Father Vincent E. Joseph. Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated at Holy Spirit 
Church in Monongah on July 20 with Bishop 
Mark E. Brennan as celebrant and Father Gary P. 
Naegele as homilist.  

Burial followed at Mt. Calvary Cemetery in 
Monongah. Online condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.domicofh.com. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the charity of 
your choice. 
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To Report to Civil Authorities:  Contact your local law enforce-
ment; numbers will vary based on your location. If you believe someone 
is in immediate danger, call 911.  To confidentially report any incidence 
of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, contact the 
West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Serv-
ices by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800-352-6513. 

 
To report to the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston: The Diocese 

encourages reporting to the appropriate civil authorities first and fore-
most as well as to the appropriate church authorities. To report sus-
pected cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the  Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact  one  of  the designees at 
304-233-0880. The proper extensions are: Sr. Ellen F. Dunn, O.P., ext. 
264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Tim Bishop, ext. 353. You may also fill 
out a confidential “Complaint Form for Allegations of Sexual Abuse of 
a Minor” by picking one up at your local parish or requesting one in the 
mail from Safe Environment Coordinator, Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston, P.O. Box 230, Wheeling, WV 26003. The Complaint Form 
also is available for download on the diocese’s web site www.dwc.org, 
click Diocese on the menu bar, then click Offices, click Safe Environ-
ment and click “Download Files and Forms” section. It is listed as “Com-
plaint Form.”  To report to the Diocese’s Victim Assistance Coordinator: 
Dr. Patricia M. Bailey: 304-242-698 

 
 Links and information: WV Department of Health and               

Human Resources: https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. West Virginia 
State Police, Crimes Against Children Unit, Internet Crimes Against 
Children 

Sexual Abuse Awareness Training 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) requires that all Di-

oceses/Eparchies have in place a Safe Environment Program for the pro-
tection of children and young people.  In accordance with these require-
ments, the  Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe Environment Pro-
gram consists of the following components for persons seeking employ-
ment or to volunteer—directly or indirectly—with children: background 
check; receipt of the Diocese’s Policy Relating to Sexual Abuse of Chil-
dren; and sexual abuse awareness training for adults. Sexual abuse aware-
ness training may be completed online or via live workshop. For more 
information on the Office of Safe Environment,please go to 
www.dwc.org, click “Diocese”, then “Offices,” then “Office of Safe  En-
vironment.” 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil 
authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. We also en-
courage utilizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to report. If you have rea-
son to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct or has in-
terfered with an investigation into  sexual misconduct, please contact 
civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit www.report                                           
bishopabuse.org. 

To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse 
of Children

Diocesan Official Appointments: 
 

Bishop Mark E. Brennan has made public the following appoint-
ments: 

 
Very Rev. John S. Ledford,V.F., is appointed Vicar Forane of the 

Wheeling Vicariate for a period of three years, effective Aug. 4, 2020. This 
is in addition to his current assignment as pastor of St. Jude Parish in Glen 
Dale. 

 Msgr. Joseph L. Peterson is retiring from active ministry, effective 
Aug. 4, 2020. 

 Father Martin Smay is appointed vice rector of the Cathedral of          
St. Joseph in Wheeling, with residence at the cathedral rectory, effective 
Aug. 4, 2020. 

 Father Gary P. Naegele is appointed pastor of St. Boniface Parish in 
Camden, Good Shepherd Mission in Glenville, and St. Clare Chapel in        
St. Clara, with chaplaincy responsibilities with the Federal Correctional 
Institution in Gilmer and Glenville State College in Glenville, with res-
idence at the parish rectory in Glenville, effective Aug. 4, 2020. 

 Father Christopher Turner is appointed associate pastor of St. Ann 
Parish in Shinnston, St. James the Apostle Parish in Clarksburg, and Sacred 
Heart Mission in Salem, with residence at the parish rectory in Shinnston, 
effective Aug. 4, 2020. 

 Father Nye Joseph Wiley is appointed associate pastor of St. Michael 
Parish in Wheeling, effective Aug. 4, 2020. 

 Father Joseph M. Konikattil is appointed chaplain of the Knights 
of Columbus Marian Council No. 942. This is in addition to his current as-
signment as administrator of St. Peter the Fisherman Parish in Fairmont.

Office: 1322 Eoff St. 
Mailing: PO Box 230 
Wheeling, WV 26003 

(304) 232-0444 
Fax: (304) 233-8551 

Web site: www.thecatholicspiritwv.org 
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Schools... 
Cont’d from Page 1  

measures on guidance               
by the World Health  Or-
ganization (WHO) and the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC), and local health au-
thorities. 

“Throughout this histo-
ric moment, we remain         
forward thinking and          
not intimidated by un-
knowns,” Deschaine said. 
“We remain realistic know-
ing that problems occur, 
but as we instill in our stu-
dents, we know those prob-
lems are challenges that 
need innovative solutions 

and call upon our strong 
faith.” 

Earlier this month, West 
Virginia Gov. Jim Justice 
announced his order push-
ing back the start of the 
school year in response to 
the increase in COVID-19 
cases in West Virginia. At a 
July 8 press briefing, the 
governor announced that 
he and state education 
leaders are targeting Sept. 8 
as the tentative date to re-
sume student instruction 
in school buildings in all 55 
counties across West Vir-
ginia. 

Because of the state’s 
emergency order delaying 
the opening of schools, 

Deschaine said that the 
NWEA assessment test             
for students in kinder-
garten-10th grades will be 
moved from August to     
early fall. The assessment 
identifies areas where a  
student may need extra 
help and enables staff                 
to better develop prescrip-
tive individualized educa-
tional plans, she said.             
The assessment test will           
be administered three 
times during the school 
year to assess progress and 
identify overall academic 
growth. 

Deschaine also an-
nounced in her letter that 

plans for the summer en-
richment program are 
being adjusted to meet 
state guidelines. Individual 
schools will contact their 
families with details. 
“These focus sessions will 
be subject area specific, and 
where needed will serve as a 
cross curriculum bridge 
program,” she said. “These 
times have been both un-
wanted and unpredictable. 
I am confident that we will 
come out of this even more 
resilient. We are not only 
making history, but also 
writing our story of adapt-
ability, perseverance, em-
pathy, and steadfast faith 

every step along this jour-
ney.” 

The diocese’s Depart-
ment of Catholic Schools is 
also continuing enhanced 
e-learning and distance en-
gagement trainings for 
teachers in each building, 
Deschaine noted. 

“As I have said countless 
times,” she said in closing 
her letter, “I am inspired by 
the unwavering commit-
ment of our schools, their 
advisory boards, and par-
ishes. Keep us in your 
prayers, as we know our 
God is an awesome God, 
and we need to lead with 
faith over fear.” 
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WHEELING — One resident 
and three staff members at Good 
Shepherd Nursing Home in Wheel-
ing have tested positive for COVID-
19. 

Good Shepherd Administrator 
Donald R. Kirsch made the an-
nouncement July 15. 

The nursing home’s 175 res-
idents and 210 staff underwent the 
testing. 

The resident that tested positive 
was the same one who tested posi-
tive earlier in the year.  

Kirsch spoke with the head of 
Epidemiology for the State of West 

Virginia who stated that the CDC is 
starting to see more cases like this, 
in which an individual is “persis-
tently positive;” furthermore, it 
does not appear that these individ-
uals are capable of infecting others, 
but facilities should treat them as if 
they have the virus. Kirsch stated 
that the resident is now in isola-
tion. 

All three of the staff members 
who tested positive are asympto-
matic and self-isolating at home. 
Asymptomatic carriers are capable 
of transmitting the virus to others, 
but less so than those who are 

showing symptoms. 
Good Shepherd is informing res-

idents, families and regulators of 
these developments. According to 
guidance from the West Virginia 
Bureau of Public Health, the nurs-
ing home must now test all res-
idents and all staff every seven days 
until there is a 14-day period with 
no new cases. 

 “We are working closely with 
the Ohio County Health Depart-
ment and the Ohio County Office 
of Homeland Security to accom-
plish this goal,” Kirsch said. “Sus-
pension of resident visitation will 

continue during this period.” 
He thanked staff for using proper 

infection control procedures, the 
result of which is keeping Good 
Shepherd residents safe. “We are 
also continuing to ask our staff to be 
careful regarding social contact 
with groups now that our economy 
is reopening,” he said. 

He also thanked Good Shep-
herd residents and their family 
members for their patience and un-
derstanding. “We will continue to 
communicate with all parties, as 
further developments arise,” he 
said. 

One Resident, Three Staff Members Test Positive 
for COVID-19 at Good Shepherd Nursing Home
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Vatican... 
Cont’d from Page 1  

The document also instructs 
bishops to not designate deacons, 
consecrated and lay men and 
women who are given responsibil-
ities in a priestless parish as “pas-
tor, co-pastor, chaplain, moder-
ator, coordinator, parish manager,” 
which are typically reserved for 
priests “as they have a direct corre-
lation to the ministerial profile of 
priests.” 

Instead, those with responsibil-
ities should be designated as “dea-
con cooperator, coordinator, pas-
toral cooperator or pastoral associ-
ate or assistant,” it said. 

Laypeople, the document      
states, are called “to make a gener-
ous commitment to the service of 
the mission of evangelization,” 
first and foremost, through the 
“general witness of their daily 
lives.” 

The Vatican press office said, 
“The text, fundamentally, recalls 
that ‘in the church there is room 
for all and everyone can find             
their place’ in the one family of 
God, respecting each person’s vo-
cation.” 

Msgr. Andrea Ripa, undersecre-
tary of the Congregation for 

Clergy, said their office created the 
instruction as a way to help sup-
port and guide bishops and dio-
ceses in parish reforms and dioce-
san restructuring. 

The instruction was not a “one 
size fits all” approach, he wrote, 
but a concise overview of current 
norms and indications that can be 
utilized by the different dioceses 
and parishes according to their 
unique situations. 

“Given that the church is man-
dated by Christ to be missionary, 
evangelizing and outward-looking, 
a reform of her structures is con-
tinuously required in order to re-
spond to the challenges of the 
day,” the monsignor wrote. 

“Naturally, this involves a cer-
tain reorganization in the way            
the pastoral care of the faithful is 
exercised, so as to foster a greater 
co-responsibility and collabo-
ration among all the baptized,” he 
wrote. 

The importance of the laity in 
the parish community was empha-
sized in the way bishops work on 
restructuring the diocese, particu-
larly when it comes to closing or 
merging parishes. 

In order for such restructuring 
to succeed, the document said, 
many factors need to be taken into 

account by including all members 
of the parish. 

“Dropping plans upon the 
people of God from above, without 
their involvement, should be 
avoided,” Msgr. Ripa said in his 
written presentation. 

The instruction underlined          
that certain reasons were not suffi-
cient for suppressing a parish, in-
cluding “the scarcity of diocesan 
clergy, the general financial situ-
ation of a diocese” or other situ-
ations that are temporary or revers-
ible. 

Legitimate reasons for suppres-
sion had to be “directly and organ-
ically connected to the interested 
parish community, and not on gen-
eral considerations or theories,” it 
added. 

Similarly, legitimate reasons    
for the deconsecration and sale       
of places of worship could not      
include “the lack of clergy,    
demographic decline or the grave 
financial state of the diocese,”      
it said. 

(Contributing to this story was 
Carol Glatz.) 

 
Knights of Columbus 

West Virginia State Council 

Put Your Faith Into Action! 
There is work to be done in this 

world, and the Knights of Columbus 
are doing that work every day. 

Through the Knights, men find hope 
in their Catholic faith and a deep  

connection to community. Being a 
Knight has countless benefits.  

Join Online at: kofc.org/joinus 
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By Julie Asher, Catholic News Service 
WASHINGTON (CNS) — A wave of recent at-

tacks on Catholic statues around the country and fires 
at two churches prompted the chairmen of two U.S. 
bishops’ committees to decry “the destruction of 
these holy symbols of selfless love and devotion.” 

“Whether those who committed these acts were 
troubled individuals crying out for help or agents of 
hate seeking to intimidate, the attacks are signs of a 
society in need of healing,” said Archbishop Thomas 
G. Wenski of Miami and Archbishop Paul S. Coakley 
of Oklahoma City in a joint statement late July 22. 

“In those incidents where human actions are 
clear, the motives still are not. As we strain to under-
stand the destruction of these holy symbols of selfless 
love and devotion, we pray for any who have caused 
it, and we remain vigilant against more of it,” they 
said. 

Archbishop Wenski is chairman of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Religious 
Liberty, and Archbishop Coakley is chairman of the 
USCCB’s Committee on Domestic Justice and 
Human Development. 

Among incidents the two prelates pointed out 
were the beheading of a statue of Christ at a Catholic 
church in the Miami Archdiocese, the defacing of a 
statue of Mary outside a Catholic school in the Dio-
cese of Brooklyn, New York. They also highlighted 
two church fires, one that severely damaged the in-
terior of a church in the Diocese of Orlando, Florida, 
and one that gutted a 230-year-old mission church in 
the Los Angeles Archdiocese. 

“Our nation finds itself in an extraordinary hour 
of cultural conflict,” Archbishops Wenski and Coak-
ley said. “The path forward must be through the com-
passion and understanding practiced and taught by 
Jesus and his holy Mother. 

“Let us contemplate, rather than destroy, images 
of these examples of God’s love,” they said. “Follow-
ing the example of Our Lord, we respond to confu-
sion with understanding and to hatred with love.” 

In recent weeks, angry mobs have toppled statues 

of figures such as St. Junipero Serra, a Franciscan priest 
from Spain who founded several missions in Califor-
nia. Statues of historical figures, like Christopher Co-
lumbus, Gen. Ulysses S. Grant and Frederick Doug-
lass, also have been knocked down and heavily dam-
aged. 

In the Miami Archdiocese, the beheaded statue of 
Christ was found July 15 at Good Shepherd Catholic 
Church in Southwest Miami-Dade. The statue also 
was knocked from its pedestal. 

“The statue, located outside the church, was on 
private and sacred property,” said Mary Ross Agosta, 
director of communications for the Archdiocese of 
Miami. She told the local Fox News affiliate Arch-
bishop Wenski requested investigators consider the 
vandalism “a hate crime.” 

The Department of Homeland Security is among 
the agencies investigating the case. 

In a statement, parish officials said: “It is too soon 
to arrive to any conclusion, but we have seen other 
churches vandalized around the country. We totally 
‘condemn’ this action. We invite our community to 
pray for peace.” 

In the Diocese of Colorado Springs, Colorado, an 
unidentified person used red paint to deface a statue 
of Mary in front of St. Mary’s Cathedral in downtown 
Colorado Springs July 15. 

“It does look like a graffiti tag more than   anything 
else,” Father David Price, the cathedral’s rector, told 
local reporters. “I’m not sure there was any sense or 
meaning behind it.” 

In the Diocese of Knoxville, Tennessee, Father Ma-
nuel Perez, pastor of St. Stephen Catholic Church in 
Chattanooga, found a statue of Mary on the parish 
grounds knocked over and beheaded. News reports 
said the 5-foot-tall statue was worth $2,000. The mis-
sing head has not been found. 

As in Florida, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity is looking into the incident, which occurred over 
the July 11-12 weekend, as a possible hate crime. 

“Anytime something like this happens it is                       
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VENTURA, Calif. (CNS) — When Father 
Tom Elewaut saw the name on his phone’s caller 
ID the night of June 30, the pastor of Mission San 
Buenaventura guessed the call had something to 
do with the recent controversy over whether to 
remove the statue of St. Junipero Serra in front of 
Ventura’s City Hall. He guessed wrong.  

“I’ve got some good news,” said Los Angeles 
Archbishop Jose H. Gomez on the other end of 
the line. “You’re a minor basilica.”  

Father Elewaut’s voice started to crack with 
emotion. He had spent the last six years research-
ing, praying and waiting for Pope Francis to de-
cide whether to elevate the 238-year-old parish 
to the rank of minor basilica. On July 15, the feast 
of the mission’s namesake, St. Bonaventure, the 
pope’s decision became public. At a special 7:30 
a.m. Mass celebrated by Archbishop Gomez, 
Father Elewaut and Los Angeles Auxiliary Bishop 
Robert E. Barron, Mission San Buenaventura was 
unveiled as the first basilica in the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles and the 88th in the United States.  

“When the pope designates a basilica, it 
means this is holy ground, that something beau-
tiful and important in the history of salvation 
happened here,” Archbishop Gomez said at the 
Mass.

California Mission 
Founded by 
St. Junipero Serra 
Gets a Papal Upgrade

Attacks on Statues Seen as ‘Signs 
of Society in Need of Healing’

See “Attacks” on Page 7

WASHINGTON (CNS) -- A 
firm that has filed previous 
legal complaints against 
former Cardinal Theodore E. 
McCarrick and church entities 
added another complainant 
July 21 against the defrocked 
prelate, leveling a new accusa-
tion that he allegedly abused 
its new client as a boy at a 
beach house in Sea Girt, New 
Jersey, in the early 1980s. 

In a July 22 news confer-
ence via Zoom, Jeff Anderson 
of Jeff Anderson & Associates 
of St. Paul, Minnesota, an-
nounced a new lawsuit he said 
was filed in Middlesex County 
Superior Court in New Jersey. 
He said his client, named only 

as John Doe 14, was groomed 
by a priest and "procured" for 
McCarrick when he was 
bishop of the Diocese of Me-
tuchen, New                 Jersey.   

Anderson said the new 
complaint identifies at least 
seven children who were 
"groomed by others for McCar-
rick," and in addition to 
McCarrick it names several 
Catholic entities as defen-
dants including the Diocese of 
Metuchen, the Archdiocese of 
Newark, New Jersey, and Essex 
Catholic Boys High School, 
which closed in 2003. Ander-
son categorized the Sea Girt 
venue as "McCarrick's sordid 
beach house child sex ring." 

 "While we have not yet re-
ceived the complaint, our 
prayers are with all survivors 
of abuse, today and always, 
and we stand with them in 
their journey toward healing 
and hope," said Anthony P. 
Kearns III, spokesperson and 
chancellor for the Diocese of 
Metuchen in a July 22 state-
ment.  

The Archdiocese of Newark 
in a statement July 22 said it 
would not discuss or comment 
on matters in litigation. Both 
the diocese and archdiocese 
said they remain "fully com-
mitted" to working with vic-
tims and ensuring such abuse 
never happens again.

New Accusation Surfaces against 
Former U.S. Prelate McCarrick

WASHINGTON (CNS)—The U.S. Catholic 
Church will convene a yearlong intercultural 
process with young adults and ministry leaders 
July 25. 

Called “Journeying Together,” the initiative 
aims to explore the Catholic Church’s engage-
ment with young people of diverse cultural and 
ethnic backgrounds and mobilize U.S. Catholics 
on issues and concerns related to culture and 
race in the United States, according to a July 22 
news release from the U.S. Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops. 

The USCCB’s Committee on Cultural Diver-
sity in the Church is leading the initiative, with 
the involvement of several USCCB secretariats— 
Catholic Education, Evangelization and Cate-
chesis, and Laity, Marriage, Family Life and 
Youth. They will be joined by the National Fed-
eration for Catholic Youth Ministry. 

Due to health concerns created by the novel 
coronavirus, the initiative will primarily take 
place online from July through next May. Plans 
call for a live gathering to take place next 
summer, pending health and safety directives. 

It is based on Pope Francis’ call for encounter 
and dialogue in his 2019 apostolic exhortation 
“Christus Vivit,” (“Christ Lives”) on the 2018 
Synod of Bishops on young people, the faith and 
vocational discernment. 

The pope urged parishes and dioceses to          

‘Journeying Together’ 
Will Focus on 
Church’s Engagement 
with Young People

See “Journeying” on Page 7
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Courtesy Photo 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish in New Martinsville in conjunction with Community Resources holds a free produce give 
away twice a month for any senior citizen who wants fresh produce. Pictured above are volunteers with the bags of 
fresh produce, which is grown in the parish’s newly established garden. See a full story on this parish’s ministry in 
the Aug. 7 issue of The Catholic Spirit.

New Martinsville Parish Offers Fresh 
Produce to Community’s Senior Citizens

WHEELING—St. Michael Par-
ish in Wheeling invites you to take 
a break from the “old grind” of 
cooking to enjoy some of your fa-
vorite festival foods. Fun Festival 
Food Fridays are happening at the 
Angelus Center every Friday from 
4 to 8 p.m. for the month of                 
July. 

“There will be delicious desserts 
by our Christian Mothers and 
Christian Women and cotton 
candy from the Komorowski/ Phil-
lips Family,” parish officials said. 

Drive-thru and carry-out car-
hop service will be available. 
Credit cards will be accepted and 
checks are encouraged due to the 
pandemic. 

Next to the plate - July 24: 
Rajun Cajun Gumbo (Golden 
Family), July 31: Mansuetto Meat-
balls (Dieffenbaugher Family).

Fun, Festival 
Food Fridays at 
St. Michael’s in 
Wheeling

MARTINSBURG—St. Joseph School in Martinsburg 
will host a yard sale from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday,                                  
July 24, and Saturday, July 25, in the parking lot behind             
the school. Among the items being sold are toys, furniture, 
sports equipment, home decor, clothing for all ages                        
and purses. Refreshments also will be available for pur-
chase. 

Shoppers must take all proper social-distancing precau-
tions and wear face masks to help protect the community. 
To access the parking lot, travel past the school, at 110 E. 
Stephen St. in Martinsburg, and turn right on Spring Street. 

The parking lot is the first one on the right. 
All proceeds will benefit SJS, the only Catholic school in 

the Eastern Panhandle. Students ages 2 through eighth 
grade grow academically, spiritually, socially and emo- 
tionally at the school, which was founded in 1883. Math, 
language arts, science, social studies and religion are core 
subjects, and students attend Mass weekly at St. Joseph 
Church. 

For more information about the sale or enrollment, 
which is ongoing, contact the school office at (304) 267-
6447 or email mpartington@sjswv.org. 

St. Joseph School in Martinsburg will Have Yard Sale with  
All Proceeds to Benefit the School

· Candidates must be a practic-
ing Catholic in good standing with 
Church precepts and act as an ex-
ample and motivator toward the 
fulfillment of the Christian philos-
ophy of the school. 

· The ideal candidate must have 
an earned Master’s Degree in Educa-
tional Leadership or Administra-
tion or be in the process of complet-
ing degree requirements; or hold a 
valid Educational Leadership certi-
fication from the state of West Vir-
ginia or be eligible for such certifi-
cation. 

· The candidate will have a    
minimum of five years of successful          
educational experience with             
preference for administrative ex-
perience. 

Applications may be emailed 
with all the attachments in PDF to 
jkonikattil@dwc.org or smkonikattil 
@gmail.com  

Norte Dame 
High School, 
Clarksburg, 
Seeks Principal 

 JOHNSON
BOILER WORKS, INC

53 Marshall St.
Benwood, WV 26031

(304) 232-3070
Steam Boiler Repairs

Art Auctions 
as Fundraisers 

since 1969!
Spencer, WV (304) 927-3011

Lou W. Nau, Inc.
69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling       Phone (304) 242-6311

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!

louwnau.doitbest.com

We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling



Journeying... 
Cont’d from Page 5  

rethink their young and young adult programs and to 
make changes based on what young people them-
selves say they want and need. Youth ministry cannot 
be elitist or focused only on the teens and young 
adults already active in the church’s life, he said. 

He also called on Catholic youth to reach out to 
other young people, to not be afraid to mention Jesus 
and to invite friends to church or a church-sponsored 
activity. 

The “Journeying Together’’ process will feature in-
tracultural and intercultural digital gatherings and 
conversations with young adult delegates and key 
ministry leaders from different cultural communities, 
including African Americans, Asian and Pacific Is-
landers, European Americans, Hispanic/Latinos, and 
Native Americans, as well as immigrant groups, mi-
grants and refugees. 

Delegates, who include bishops, young adults and 
local ministry leaders, “will seek to involve their peers 
in the dialogue and mobilization aspects of this year-
long experience,” the news release said. 

The conversations will be facilitated by young 
adults in response to Pope Francis encouraging young 
people to be “protagonists” in the church’s mission 
of evangelization. 

“This dialogue comes at an incredibly important 
time in our nation’s history where we find ourselves 
engaged in a serious conversation about race and rac-
ism, with calls for meaningful and lasting social re-
form, a movement led in large part by young people 

across the country and around the world,” said Phil-
adelphia Archbishop Nelson J. Perez, chairman of 
the Committee on Cultural Diversity in the Church. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic also has affected com-
munities of color most significantly,” he said in a 
statement. “Over the course of the next year, it is my 
hope that we can have honest conversations on 
these and other issues impacting young people and 
on how we can move ahead on the important ques-
tions of race, culture and community.” 

Organizers of the initiative “have been very in-
tentional about making sure every cultural family 
has their voice represented and a seat at the table as 
we journey together,” he added. “The bishops are 
looking forward to learning from the young people 
and those who accompany them.” 

 For more information about “Journeying To-
gether,” go to www.usccb.org/journey2020.
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CONFIRMATION  
SCHEDULE  

 
       
St. Joseph the Worker, Weirton    
      Wednesday, Aug. 5:  7:00 p.m. 
 
St. Francis of Assisi, St. Albans   
      Saturday, Aug. 8: 11:00 a.m. 
 
St. Agnes, Charleston and St. Anthony, Charles-

ton,  at St. Agnes 
      Saturday, Aug. 8: 5:00 p.m. 
 
Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 

Charleston   
          Sunday, Aug. 9: 12:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. (4:00 

Mass if necessary) 
 
St. Francis de Sales, Morgantown   
      Wednesday, Aug. 12: 7:00 p.m.  
 
St. Leo, Inwood        
      Saturday, Aug. 15: 10:00 a.m. 
 
St. Agnes, Shepherdstown 

Sunday, Aug. 16: 9:00 a.m. 
 
St. Joseph, Martinsburg (to be held at St. James Par-

ish, Charles Town)   
      Sunday, Aug. 16: 3:30 p.m. 
 
St. Sebastian, Kingwood; St. Zita Mission, Mason-

town; St. Edward the Confessor, Mission, at St. Sebas-
tian 

Friday, Aug. 21: 6:00 p.m. 
 
St. Peter Welch and Sacred Heart Mission, Powha-

tan, at Sacred Heart Mission 
      Saturday, Aug. 22: 5:30 p.m. 
 
St. Francis de Sales, Beckley  
      Sunday, Aug. 23: 11:00 a.m. 
 
Corpus Christi, Warwood    
      Saturday, Aug. 29: 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 

Sunday Mornings:
11 Nexstar WDVM Hagerstown, Md.

Attacks... 
Cont’d from Page 5  

disappointing and concerning,” 
said Diocese of Knoxville dioce-
san spokesman Jim Wogan in a 
statement. “We don’t know if this 
was the targeted desecration of a 
sacred statue, or some kind of mis-
guided prank, but it hurts. 

“For whatever reason we are 
living in a very chaotic time and 
anger seems to be the default set-
ting for people,” he added. “Our 
bishop has asked that we live by 
the example set in the Gospel of 
Matthew, to treat others as we  
ourselves would want to be              
treated.” 

Knoxville Bishop Richard F. 
Stika tweeted about the incident 
July 13, saying “what a strange 
time” we live in. “Over the week-
end, an outdoor statue of the 
Blessed Mother was beheaded at 
St. Stephen Parish in Chatta-
nooga. This is occurring at various 

spots throughout the United 
States.” 

A statue of Mary was found de-
faced July 10 on the grounds of 
Cathedral Prep School and Semi-
nary in the Brooklyn Diocese. 

Father James Kuroly, Cathe-
dral Prep’s rector and president, 
called the incident “an act of ha-
tred.” 

“Obviously, this tragedy sad-
dens us deeply,” he said in a state-
ment, “but it also renews our hope 
and faith in the Lord as he has 
shown his goodness in the many 
people who have already reached 
out to us.” He urged prayers “for 
those who committed this act of 
vandalism and hatred toward Our 
Lady and the church.” 

Police in Boston were likewise 
investigating a fire that damaged a 
statue of Mary outside St. Peter 
Church the evening of July 11. 
News reports said flowers in 
Mary’s hands were set on fire, 
causing damage from her arms up 

to her face. Fire also claimed   
much of two Catholic churches, 
one in Florida and one in Califor-
nia.  

In the Orlando Diocese, a man 
crashed his van through the doors 
of Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Church in Ocala early in the 
morning July 11. Once inside, he 
set the interior of the church 
ablaze. There were no injuries re-
ported. 

Police later apprehended the 
suspect who had fled the scene, 
identified as Anthony Steven 
Shields, 24, who was charged with 
several felonies, including at-
tempted second-degree murder, 
arson to a structure and felony 
fleeing or attempting to elude. 

 In Los Angeles, a fire ravaged 
the church at Mission San Gabriel 
Arcangel in the predawn hours of 
July 11. Investigators have not yet 
determined what started the blaze 
that gutted the 230-year-old 
church. 
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Reportar casos sospechosos de abuso sexual de 
niños 

La Diócesis de Wheeling-Charleston alienta a informar a las 
autoridades civiles ante todo si se ha cometido un delito. También  
alentamos a utilizar www.reportbishopabuse.org para informar. Si 
tiene razones para creer que un obispo se ha involucrado en una 
conducta sexual inapropiada o ha interferido con una investigación 
de conducta sexual inapropiada, comuníquese con las autoridades 
civiles de la jurisdicción correspondiente y visite www.report                          
bishopabuse.org. 

 
Para informar a las autoridades civiles: Póngase en con-

tacto con la policía local; Los números variarán según su ubicación. 
Si crees que alguien está en peligro inmediato, llama al 911. Para re-
portar confidencialmente cualquier incidencia de sospecha de 
abuso o negligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual, comuníquese 
con la Oficina de Servicios para la Protección Infantil de la Oficina 
de Niños y Familias de West Virginia llamando a la línea directa de 
abuso infantil al 800-352-6513.  

 
Para informar a la Diócesis de Wheeling-Charleston: La 

Diócesis alienta a que se informe ante las autoridades civiles apro-

piadas, en primer lugar, así como a las autoridades eclesiales apro-
piadas. Para reportar casos sospechosos de abuso sexual de  niños 
por parte del personal de la Diócesis de Wheeling-Charleston a la 
Diócesis, comuníquese con uno de los designados al 304- 233-0880. 
Las extensiones adecuadas se enumeran a continuación: Sr. Ellen F. 
Dunn, O.P., ext.264; Señor. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Rdo. Tim Bishop, 
ext. 353. También puede completar un “Formulario de Queja por 
Alegaciones de Abuso Sexual de un Menor” confidencial recogiendo 
uno en su parroquia local o solicitando uno por correo a la Coordi-
nadora de Ambiente Seguro, Diócesis de Wheeling-Charleston, P.O. 
Box 230, Wheeling, WV 26003. El formulario de queja también está 
disponible para descargar en el sitio web de la diócesis 
www.dwc.org, haga clic en Diócesis en la barra de menú, luego haga 
clic en Oficinas, haga clic en Entorno seguro y haga clic en la sección 
“Descargar archivos y formularios”. . Está listado como “Formulario 
de Queja”. Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a las Víc-
timas de la Diócesis: Dr. Patricia M. Bailey: 304-242-6988  

 
Enlaces e información: Departamento de Salud y Recursos 

Humanos de WV: https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp Policía del 
Estado de Virginia Occidental, Unidad de Delitos contra los Niños, 
Crímenes de Internet contra los Niños 

Por Junno Arocho, Es-
teves, Catholic News 
Service 

CIUDAD DEL VATI-
CANO (CNS) — La Congre-
gación para el Clero del Va-
ticano emitió una nueva in-
strucción sobre el cuidado 
pastoral que explica el 
papel de los laicos en la 
misión de evangelización 
de la iglesia y ofrece orien-
tación en las reformas y 
reestructuraciones de la 
parroquia. 

El documento de 22 pá-
ginas, titulado “La conver-
sión pastoral de la comuni-
dad parroquial al servicio 
de la misión evangeliza-
dora de la Iglesia”, fue pub-
licado por el Vaticano el 20 
de julio.  

Aunque no introduce 
nueva legislación sobre el 
cuidado pastoral, la oficina 
de prensa del Vaticano dijo 
que fue desarrollada por la 
congregación como una 
guía relacionada “con los 
diversos proyectos de re-
forma de las comunidades 
parroquiales y la reestruc-
turación diocesana, ya en 
curso o en proceso de plani-
ficación”. También aclara 
el papel de los diáconos, 
hombres y mujeres consa-
grados, así como los laicos, 
en las diócesis donde hay 
escasez o falta de sacer-
dotes. 

El documento establece 
que los encargados de par-
ticipar en el ejercicio del 

cuidado pastoral de la co-
munidad “serán dirigidos 
por un sacerdote con facul-
tades legítimas, que actuará 
como ‘moderador del cui-
dado pastoral’ con los po-
deres y funciones de un 
párroco, aunque sin oficina 
con sus deberes y derechos 
“. 

El documento también 
instruye a los obispos a         
no designar a diáconos, 
consagrados y laicos a qui-
enes se les da responsabili-
dades en una parroquia sin 
sacerdote como “pastor, co-
pastor, capellán, modera-
dor, coordinador, gerente 
de la parroquia”, ya que 
generalmente están reser-
vados para sacerdotes con 
correlación directa al perfil 
ministerial de los sacer-
dotes. 

En cambio, aquellos con 
responsabilidades deben 
ser designados como “diác-
ono cooperador, coordina-
dor, cooperador pastoral o 
asociado o asistente pasto-
ral”, dijo. 

Los laicos, según el doc-
umento, están llamados a 
“hacer un compromiso 
generoso al servicio de la 
misión de evangelización”, 
ante todo, a través del “tes-
timonio general de sus 
vidas cotidianas”. 

La oficina de prensa del 
Vaticano dijo: “El texto, 
fundamentalmente, re-
cuerda que ‘en la iglesia hay 
espacio para todos y todos 

pueden encontrar su lugar’ 
en la familia de Dios, respe-
tando la vocación de cada 
persona”. 

Mons. Andrea Ripa, sub-
secretario de la Congrega-
ción para el Clero, dijo que 
su oficina creó la instruc-
ción como una forma de 
ayudar a apoyar y guiar a 
los obispos y las diócesis en 

las reformas parroquiales y 
la reestructuración dioce-
sana. 

La instrucción no era un 
enfoque que se pueda apli-
car en todos los casos, escri-
bió, sino un resumen con-
ciso de las normas e indica-
ciones actuales que pueden 
ser utilizadas por las difer-
entes diócesis y parroquias 

de acuerdo con sus situ-
aciones únicas. 

La importancia de los 
laicos en la comunidad par-
roquial se enfatizó en la 
forma en que los obispos 
trabajan en la reestructura-
ción de la diócesis, particu-
larmente cuando se trata de 
cerrar o fusionar parro-
quias. 

Vaticano presenta documento de instrucción 
para parroquias

Foto del CNS / Andres Martinez Casares, Reuters 
Los sacerdotes, con máscaras faciales, pasan frente a los fieles que asisten al primer día de misa el 
12 de julio de 2020, en la Catedral de Puerto Príncipe, Haití, mientras el país reabrió sus lugares de 
culto durante la pandemia de coronavirus. El Vaticano emitió una nueva instrucción el 20 de julio 
sobre el cuidado pastoral que enfatiza el papel de los laicos en la misión de la iglesia, pero dijo 
que la mayoría de las parroquias deben ser dirigidas por sacerdotes.
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By Katie Hinerman Klug, Mar-
keting Communications Spe-
cialist 

The Carrell-Jacks family was 
devastated when they learned 
that their newborn daughter, 

Amelie, was deaf. With no personal 
experience with deafness, they felt 
lost and alone, until they were re-
ferred to Catholic Charities West 
Virginia’s Birth to Three RAU-1 pro-
gram. 

“Our team was incredibly sup-
portive through Amelie’s cochlear 

implant surgery and aural rehabili-
tation,” said Lynnsey Carrell-Jacks. 
“We could not have afforded the 
level of services Amelie needed with-
out significant financial strain, and 
her development would have suf-
fered as a result.” 

Catholic Charities West Vir-
ginia’s Birth to Three RAU-1 pro-
gram works with families and spe-
cialists to decide which supports and 
services are needed for children ages 
birth to three who have a delay in 
their development or may be at risk 

for a delay. Amelie now uses listen-
ing and spoken language, and her 
oral communication skills are above 
average for her age.  

“I do not think any of this would 
have been possible without the early 
intervention she received through 
Birth to Three,” said Carrell-Jacks.  

Amelie’s younger sister, Hazel, 
was also born with the same con-
dition and also received Birth to 
Three services.  

“Our girls amaze us every day, 
and we are so grateful  this program 

exists to help our children reach 
their fullest potential!” said Carrell-
Jacks.  

To learn more about Catholic 
Charities West Virginia, visit 
www.CatholicCharitiesWV.org. 

The Mission of Catholic Char-
ities West Virginia: Guided by God’s 
love, Catholic Charities collaborates 
with community partners, parishes 
and families to provide caring         
and compassionate services to 
people in need and work toward 
lasting and meaningful change. 

Early Intervention Helps Children Reach Their Potential

Courtesy Photo 
Amelie and Hazel Carrell-Jacks and their family received the support and services they needed to reach development milestones. Birth to Three services 
are offered in the child’s natural environment and at no charge to families. 

Contact  
 Colleen Rowan at  
crowan@dwc.org 

Advertise with  
The Catholic Spirit



A Tradition of Excellence. A Legacy of Caring.®

Our Emergency/Trauma Department is 
staffed by board-certified emergency 

physicians from WVU Medicine.
 
Don’t ignore signs of strokes, heart attacks 
and other emergency conditions.
 
We’ll protect you, and take good
care of you.

Medical Director of the
Emergency/Trauma
Department

Dr. David Burkland

Do Not Ignore Warning Signs of
Other Illnesses Because of COVID-19.

OUR ER WILL PROTECT YOU.
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Hospital... 
Cont’d from Page 1  

hospital has lost over $18 mil-
lion so far this fiscal year. Not 
to mention the $11 million loss 
suffered in 2019.”  

The hospital has taken sev-
eral steps to help mitigate the 
losses, such as voluntary                        
reductions in pay from admin-
istrative staff and physicians; a 
short-term elimination of re-
tirement matching funds;            
low-census staffing protocols 
and reduction of capital               

spending.  
The hospital is also prepar-

ing for a settlement agreement 
with the Department of                        
Justice as it defends itself 
against a qui tam action case. 
That agreement will have 
another severe financial impact 
on the hospital once it is                
settled.  

Harrison said the hospital 
will not survive without mak-
ing these tough decisions now 
and continuing to find a long-
term strategic partner for its ul-
timate survival. 

“For 170 years, Wheel-            
ing Hospital has proudly                   
served this region through            
discipline and prudent man-
agement of its resources,” he    
said. “Because of COVID-19 
and the impending DOJ                 
settlement, we have been 
forced to make the painful    
decision to eliminate staffing 
resources. We are hopeful that 
by acting now, we are assuring 
that the hospital continues to 
maintain its viability and             
clinical excellence to meet the 
ongoing needs of the commu-

nity in the future.”  
The hospital is offering a 

severance plan for anyone        
interested in participating in a 
Voluntary Reduction Plan.       
Employees will have until        
Aug. 4 to decide if they want          
to participate. If the Voluntary 
Reduction Plan fails to     
achieve the appropriate staff   
reductions, an Involuntary       
Reduction Plan may be     
implemented. The involun-      
tary severance benefits will          
be less beneficial to employ-   
ees. 


