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Amid Unrest Over
Immigration Enforcement,

USCCB President Calls for

Snowstorm Shows Just How
Important Mass is to Mountain
State Catholics

‘Holy Hour for Peace’

By Daniel Payne

(CNA)—Archbishop Paul Coakley, the president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), has urged his
tellow bishops and priests in the United States to offer a
“Holy Hour for peace” among ongoing unrest and violence
around the country stemming from federal immigration en-

forcement.

A centuries-old Catholic devotion in which the faithful
reflect, worship, and pray fervently, often before the Blessed

By Colleen Rowan

WEST VIRGINIA — Under a state
of emergency for the impending
winter storm that was expected to
bring snow accumulations of up to 12
inches as well as ice and freezing
rain, West Virginia Catholics filled
their parish churches on Saturday,
Jan. 24, for vigil Masses, deter-
mined not to miss their Sunday
obligation.

“The church was so packed, as if
it were Christmas or Ash Wednes-

of St. John University Parish in
Morgantown and director of Campus
Ministry at West Virginia University,
said in a post on his parish’s Facebook
Page. “It was so heartening to see so
many people come so that they
wouldn’t miss Mass and the Eucharist
because of the snow. It shows the im-
portance of the Holy Eucharist in
their lives.”

“The Church is not dying,” he
added. “The Mass is that impor-
tant.”

Sacrament, a Holy Hour can be spent praying for a variety of
See “Holy Hour” on Page 2 day,” Father Brian Crenwelge, pastor

See “Mass” on Page 3
West Virginia
Catholics March for
Life in Nation’s
Capitol and Here at

Home

By Colleen Rowan

heeling Central Catholic High

School freshman Levi Anderson

had a bold message for motorists
traveling on National Road in Wheeling on
Jan. 23. “I am the Pro-Life Generation” his
sign proclaimed. Anderson and his fellow
Central Catholic students are certainly that,
and they spent part of the day standing on
both sides of the road in front of St. Michael
Church in Wheeling voicing their concern
for the unborn.

Their pro-life signs called for an end to
abortion. “We choose life,” “Love is ending
abortion,” and “After Roe, there is life” are
among the messages they held.

The students’ group, which advocates for
the legal protection of unborn children, held
the demonstration in conjunction with the
53rd annual March for Life in Washington
which was taking place at the same time that
day. Tens of thousands of people, young and

i i
old, from all walks of life and religious de- -
nominations, joined the march calling for an
end to abortion.
Once again, West Virginia’s young Catho- \ /

PR

lics made a strong showing at the march.

“It was amazing to see all kinds of people . TEXT LI FE TO 534/ -
in the Body of Christ speaking out on behalf Courtesy photo
of those who can’t do it themselves,” said Wheeling Central Catholic High School freshman Levi Anderson holds a message for motorists traveling on National
Tristan Hudson, a senior at West Virginia Road in Wheeling on Jan. 23. That day, he and his fellow Central students held pro-life signs in support of protecting

See “March” on Page 4 human life at all stages in conjunction with the March for Life in Washington.
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causes, including vocations, life, and other matters of faith.

In his Jan. 28 statement, Archbishop Coakley cited the recent shooting
deaths of two American citizens in Minneapolis, both of whom were
killed by, and during altercations with, U.S. Department of Homeland Se-
curity officials.

The prelate also pointed to the death of a Cuban national who died
after guards held him down at a detention facility in Texas. An autopsy
report ruled his death a homicide.

Those deaths “are just a few of the tragic examples of the violence that
represent failures in our society to respect the dignity of every human
life,” the archbishop said.

Mourning “this loss of life” and deploring “the indifference and injus-
tice it represents,” Archbishop Coakley said the “current climate of fear
and polarization, which thrives when human dignity is disregarded, does
not meet the standard set by Christ in the Gospel.”

The archbishop said he was inviting his “brother bishops and priests”
around the country to offer a Holy
Hour for peace in response to the ongo-
ing violence.

“Let us pray for reconciliation where
there is division, for justice where there
are violations of fundamental rights,
and for consolation for all who feel
overwhelmed by fear or loss,” he said.

Archbishop Coakley said he encour-
aged Catholics everywhere to “partici-
pate, whether in parishes, chapels, or
before the Lord present in the quiet of
their hearts for healing in our nation
and communities.”

The archbishop in his message ad-
mitted that many people “feel power-
less in the face of violence, injustice,
and social unrest.”

“To those who feel this way, [ wish to
say clearly: Your faithfulness matters.
Your prayers matter. Your acts of love
and works of justice matter,” he said.

U.S. Catholic leaders in both Minne-
sota and elsewhere have called for
peace amid the ongoing tension sur-
rounding federal immigration actions,
with Archbishop Coakley himself on
Jan. 25 urging calm and restraint in
Minneapolis as protesters regularly
clash with federal agents.

Here is a link to the Holy
Hour for peace resources:
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-
worship/prayers-and-devotions/adora-
tion/holy-hour-for-peace
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Sexual Abuse Awareness Training

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops requires all Dioceses/Eparchies have a Safe
Environment Program for the protection of children and young people. The Diocese
of Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe Environment Program consists of the following com-
ponents for persons seeking employment or to volunteer, directly or indirectly, with
children: background check; receipt of the Diocese’s Policy Relating to Sexual Abuse
of Children; sexual abuse awareness training for adults. Training may be completed
online or via live workshop. For information, go to www.dwc.org, click “Diocese”,
then “Offices,” then “Office of Safe Environment.”
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its news reports to be fair and accurate in every regard. The opinions of correspondents do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of The Catholic Spirit. Submission of news releases, stories and
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The Catholic Spirit’s Print Schedule for 2026

There are 10 print editions in 2026. Below are the names of the issues
and the publishing dates. Please note, the publishing dates may or may not
be on feast days. Digital issues are published every Friday, delivered by e-
mail to subscribers, and posted on thecatholicspiritwv.org.

2026 Print Dates:

Lent, February 20

The Annunciation of the Lord, March 13 (Solemnity, March 25)
Easter, April 10 (Easter Sunday, April 5)

Month of Mary, Mother of God, May 15

Month of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, June 12
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, August 14
Triumph of the Cross, September 11

Month of the Rosary, October 9

Advent, November 20

Christmas, December 18

To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese
of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost
if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing www.reportbishop-
abuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If you have reason to believe
that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct or has interfered with an investi-
gation into sexual misconduct, please contact civil authorities in the applicable ju-
risdiction and visit www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authorities:
Contact your local law enforcement: numbers will vary based on your loca-
tion. If you believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially re-
port any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, con-
tact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Services by
calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. You may report anonymously to
this hotline if you prefer. To Report to Diocesan Authorities: The diocese en-
courages reporting to the appropriate civil authorities first and foremost if a crime
has been committed. The diocese also encourages reporting to the appropriate
church authorities. Toreport suspected cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel
of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact one of the following
designees at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim
Bishop, ext. 353; or St. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. You may also call the Diocese’s Office
of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504 or the Diocese’s sexual abuse hotline at
833.230.5656. Additional methods of reporting are available at www.dwc.org, under
“Accountability.” Complaint forms are available online at www.dwc.org, click “Di-
ocese” on the menu bar, then “Offices,” then “Safe Environment”, then “Download
Files and Forms.” The form is titled “Complaint Form for Allegations of Sexual Abuse
of a Minor.” The form may be returned via U.S. mail to: Office of Safe Environment,
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. To Report to
the Diocese’s Victim Assistance Coordinator: call Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC,
at 304.559.6742. The Diocese partners with Navex Global to offer EthicsPoint to re-
port other concerns such as suspected financial, professional, and personal miscon-
ductof a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic par-
ish or school in WV.EthicsPoint can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Account-
ability”, then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPointis a third-
party reporting system that reports to civil authorities where applicable and Dioc-
esan authorities, and the identity of the person reporting is protected. Links and
information: WV  Department of Health and Human Resources:
https://dhhr.wv.gov/bss/services/Pages/Centralized-Intake-for-Abuse-and-Neglect.aspx
West Virginia State Police, Crimes Against Children Unit: 304-293-6400.
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The scene was the same
at neighboring St. Francis
de Sales Parish in Morgan-
town that night.

“Our people wanted to
be at the altar before the ar-
rival of the storm,” said
Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati,
S.T.D., V.E.,, pastor of St.
Francis. “I was both pleased
and relieved that so many
parishioners took advan-
tage of the forecast pro-
vided and most attended
on Saturday.”

“Prayers continue for
the safety of all, especially

those impacted by power
outages and  essential
workers exposed to the
harsh elements of this pass-
ing winter storm,” he said.

St. Francis and all par-
ishes of the diocese still had
Sunday Mass for those who
were close by and could
easily attend. Those who
could not make vigil
Masses were assured that
the obligation to partici-
pate in Sunday Mass does
not bind them when se-
rious obstacles arise such as
inclement weather or se-
rious illness in an e-mail
message from Bishop Mark
Brennan on Friday, Jan. 23.

Colleen Rowan Photo

A usually busy West Virginia Route 2 in Warwood is quiet on the
evening of Jan. 25 during the winter storm.
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“Severe weather that en-
dangers personal safety is
such an obstacle,” the
bishop wrote. “No one
should feel compelled to
place themselves in harm’s
way.”

Very Rev. Carlos Melo-
coton, V.F, pastor of St. Mi-
chael Parish in Wheeling,
said it was an inspiring
Saturday Mass attendance
at his church as well before
the storm.

“It’s like Christmas Vigil
once again, about 500
plus,” he said. “Even
though Bishop Mark, out of
hislove and concern for the
safety of our parishioners,
sent a general dispensation
out.”

“It was deeply inspiring
to see so many faithful
drawn by love for the Holy
Eucharist, trusting in the
grace that flows from re-
ceiving Christ Himself—
strengthening, uniting,
and sustaining us with
hope that Christ is truly
present and walking with
us,” Father Melocoton
said.

In Elkins, there was a
moderate increase at the
Saturday evening Mass at
St. Brendan Parish. “Ho-
wever, seeing the number
of parishioners changing
their weekly routine in
order to assure their partici-
pation in the Mass, [ was re-
minded of how important
of not only the reception of
the Holy Eucharist is to
them, but also the impor-
tance of gathering together
with others in the commu-
nal celebration of Word

Photo courtesy of Terri Blaker

Volunteers shovel snow at St. Margaret Mary Parish in Parkersburg
on Jan. 25 during the winter storm. The parish thanked its snow re-
moval crew — Luke & Paul Zyla, Dan Blaker, Jeremy and Crystal

Mader.

and Sacrament is to so
many,” said Father Jim
O’Connor, pastor. “Of

course, it is always encour-
aging to a pastor to see an
increase in those joining in
the celebration of Mass,
that it still holds a priority
in one’s weekly practice of
faith.”

Bishop Brennan ended
his message to the faithful
calling on all to join in
prayer for those who must
work during the storm
especially road crews and
first responders, for the eld-
erly and homebound, and
for all who may be vulner-
able during this time of
cold and uncertainty.

“May the Lord keep you
safe, grant you peace, and

remind you always of His
nearness—whether on the
road, in church, or at
home,” he said.

By Monday, Jan. 26, the
storm had left more than 18
inches of snow on Davis
and 16 inches on Newell,
according to the National
Weather Service. Ten
inches fell on parts of Han-
cock, Brooke, and Ohio
counties, while southern
counties were pummeled
with ice and freezing rain.
In the days that followed,
the state was struck with
dangerous temperatures
that fell to zero and below
and wind chills of -20.

(Contributing to this
story was Meg Partington
in Martinsburg.)
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March for Life Rallies Thousands to
Build Culture of Life

By Peter Jesserer Smith

WASHINGTON (OSV News) —
Tens of thousands of pro-life advocates
descended on the March for Life dem-
onstrating their strong motivation to
give witness to the importance of pro-
tecting the right to life for the unborn.
This year’s march stressed the theme
“Life is a Gift,” but the event also
showed visible cracks emerging in the
movement’s political vision and frus-
tration with the Trump administra-
tion.

For Catholics attending the march
from all corners of the U.S., the moti-
vations were as strong as ever.

At St. Jude Parish in Waltham, Mas-
sachusetts, the bus ride of 30 parishio-
ners of all ages is “a real pilgrimage,”
parochial vicar Jeremy St. Martin, who
leads it, told OSV News. The bus left on
Jan. 22, arriving 22 hours later — pray-
ing the Liturgy of the Hours along the
way — at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
in Washington at 8 a.m. on Jan. 23, the
day of the March for Life.

“We don'’t stop for breakfast or any-
thing. Everyone knows it’s a pilgrim-
age,” he said.

Hallie Millerbernd, a senior nurs-
ing student at the University of Mary
in Bismarck, North Dakota, told OSV
News this is her third March for Life.
The multi-bus pilgrimage from there

takes 60 nonstop hours, making it a
real test of endurance.

She said the sight of “thousands of
people of all ages carrying signs with
different colored hats, singing songs
and chanting” inspired her. “It also
showed me that there was hope for
change and that there was a large
movement against abortion.”

Ruby Galatolo, who came to Wash-
ington from the Diocese of Orlando,
Florida, said she has tried to come
every year since her first march in
2010. The experience was a turning
point in her life, seeing “so many
young people here so happy and hope-
ful.”

Galatolo said she “never imagined
that [ would see the day when Roe v.
Wade would be overturned,” referring
to the Supreme Court’s 2022 Dobbs v.
Jackson Women'’s Health Organiza-
tion decision that returned the issue of
abortion to lawmakers.

“Of course, there is still a long way
to go,” she said, adding that she con-
tinues to hope that ultimately abor-
tion would become a thing of the past.

The Catholic Church was also
strongly represented in Jan. 22-23 vigil
events held around the 53rd March for
Life, with thousands attending the Na-
tional Prayer Vigil for Life held at the
national basilica in Washington, the
Life Fest event put on by the Knights of

Columbus and Sisters of Life in nearby
Oxon Hill, Maryland, and the Life is
VERY Good hosted by the Diocese of
Arlington at the EagleBank Arena in
Fairfax.

In his homily at the National
Prayer Vigil for Life’s closing Mass Jan.
23, Cardinal Sean P. O’'Malley, who,
with the exception of the COVID lim-
itations in 2021, has been to every
March for Life since the first one in
1974, exhorted participants to “look
for opportunities to be apostles of life
buildinga civilization oflove and ethic
of care.”

“We're here today to proclaim life is
a gift. It’s a precious gift from a loving
God,” said Cardinal O’Malley, arch-
bishop emeritus of Boston. “Together
we can protect and nurture that gift of
life ... The antidote to abortion is love,
love manifest in community, compas-
sion and solidarity.”

Sister of Life Faustina Maria Pia told
OSV News that she hoped the young
people at Life Fest — which featured
musical performances, Eucharistic
adoration, a Eucharistic procession,
Mass, confession and testimonies —
would realize the gift of their own life.

“Today is a day that we really want
tomake a strong impact on our nation,
to witness to this beautiful sanctity of
human life,” she said of the event.
“There’s no more powerful way than

to pray.”

At the March for Life rally itself,
March for Life president Jennie Brad-
ley Lichter reminded the crowd that
what has “saved so many lives and
moved countless hearts” on the abor-
tion issue over the years is the
marchers’ “unfailing hope,” their
“love for the littlest ones and for moms
who need a hand,” their joy and “the
sheer number of you who are here year
after year.”

At the beginning of the rally, Lich-
ter introduced the “Friends of Club
21” choir, a group of teens and young
adults with Down syndrome, to sing
the national anthem. She said the
group embodied the theme of the
march.

But this year’s March event showed
that amid the cultural unity, there was
political fraying within the pro-life
movement itself.

Lichter herself introduced Vice
President JD Vance, who spoke in per-
son at the rally, while President Don-
ald Trump gave a video message re-
minding attendees of his role in help-
ing overturn Roe v. Wade — “the great-
estvictory in its history” — and thank-
ing “every single one of you who’s out
on this winter day, a beautiful day —
but it’s winter, nevertheless — to stand
up for the unborn.”

See “Life” on Page 6

March ...

Cont’d from Page 1

University and active in the Mountaineer Cath-
olic Campus Ministry Program. She attended
the march with her fellow Mountaineer Catho-
lic members and parishioners of St. John Uni-

versity Parish in Morgantown.

“Thisis our fifth year of renting a bus from St.
John's to take college students and parishioners
to the march,” said Father Brian Crenwelge, pas-
tor of St. John’s and director of Campus Mini-
stry at WVU. “Each year, we fill up the bus

quickly!”

Some parishioners drove separately them-

Courtesy photo
Members of St. John University Parish and the Mountaineer Catholic Campus Ministry Program in Morgantown are gathered at the March for Life in Washington Jan. 23.

year with his parishioners and WVU students re-
inforces the message of the gathering, Father
Crenwelge said.

“I believe it’s crucial for a parish to know that
the right to life in the womb is the most impor-

tant and basic right that precedes any other

selves, he said. Going to the March for Life each

right,” he said. “The more we teach our people
See “March” on Page 5
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Students from St. Joseph School and St. Joseph High School in Martinsburg, teachers, and parents
participate in the March for Life in Washington Jan. 23. Above: In the front row from left, are
Jeanene Acuna; Annabelle Ayers; and Maria Byrd, principal of the schools. In the back row, from
left, are Oliver Heng, Rebecca Sharp, and Richard Monroe. At right, the group marches with

thousands to the U.S. Supreme Court.

March ...

Cont’d from Page 4
about this, the more the March for Life makes sense.”

It’s a great day for the group each year, he said. They begin
with Mass at 6 a.m. before leaving for Washington.

“We march together in prayer,” Father Crenwelge said. “I was
so inspired this year by watching our college students singing
Marian hymns as we marched. The march is a public witness to
life, and I believe it’s important that our students have an oppor-
tunity to grow in their pro-life convictions as they study in an
environment that is completely the opposite. The march is joy-
tul and prayerful, and it always seem like one, big family reun-
ion.”

Eastern Panhandle parishes and Catholic schools also
brought a large group again this year. Maria Byrd, principal of St.
Joseph School and St. Joseph High School in Martinsburg, along
with middle/high school theology teacher Reece Lopatka and
parents accompanied students from both schools to the march.
They traveled with members of from St. James the Greater Parish
in Charles Town and St. Joseph Parish in Martinsburg.

Knights of Columbus Monsignor Lackey Council 1169 helped
fund the transportation provided by Varsity Travel and members
of Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court 392 made lunches
for the bus passengers.

(Contributing to this story was Meg Partington in Martins-
burg.)
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However, while Lichter
praised the administra-
tion’s pro-life policies, it
was Vance who brought up
“the elephant in the room,”
which he called “a fear”
that “not enough progress
has been made.”

Various pro-life advo-
cates and groups had begun
to raise criticism of the sec-
ond Trump administration,
tollowing a string of pro-life
disappointments, such as
Trump’s recent comments
to House Republicans tell-
ing them to be “flexible” on
the Hyde Amendment,
which prohibits public
funding of elective abor-
tions, in negotiations on
health care subsidies.

Vance touted the admin-
istration’s past accomplish-
ments, citing actions in-
cluding expanded con-
science protection for
health care workers, and
“policies that make family
life possible,” such as
“Trump accounts,” govern-
ment-backed savings ac-
counts for newborns under
the “One Big Beautiful Bill
Act.”

He also mentioned the
recent announcement from
him and his wife, Usha
Vance, that they are expect-
ing their fourth child, not-
ing in his remarks last year,
“I told you all one of the
things I most wanted in the
United States of America
was more families and more
babies.”

“So let the record show
you have a vice president
who practices what he
preaches,” he said.

Vance’s speech was gen-
erally well received by the
crowd, but some attendees
chanted “Ban the abortion
pill.” Several national pro-
life groups have called on
the Trump-Vance adminis-
tration to roll back the
Biden administration’s ac-
tions on mifepristone, a pill
commonly but not exclu-
sively used for early abozr-
tion, to the regulations in
place during the previous
Trump-Pence administra-
tion. But the administra-
tion has not delivered on
this, while approving a new
generic form of the pill.

Vance, however, argued
that the pro-life movement
was better off today than it

was 10 years ago, when
Trump was first elected, and
there would be disagree-
ments within the move-
ment about how best to
achieve their goals.

But, in the hours follow-
ing Vance’s speech, Susan B.
Anthony Pro-Life America,
an organization that works
to elect pro-life candidates
to office, issued a statement
rebuking his assertion by
pointing out the compari-
son “reveals a harsh real-
ity.”

“The clearest measure of
whether the pro-life move-
ment is winning or losing is
the number of abortions oc-
curring each year,” said
Marjorie Dannenfelser, the
group’s president. “Accord-
ing to the latest statistics,
there are at least 1.1 million
abortions occurring in
America annually post-Roe.
This compares to 874,000
abortions in 2016 — a 30%

increase.”
“Because of the indis-
pensable role President

Trump played in the over-
turning of Roe, we have the
opportunity to save lives
and serve women,” she
said. “But it is because of
the inaction of the Trump-
Vance administration on
abortion drugs that this op-
portunity isn’t being real-
ized — and abortions are
going up, not down.”

The March for Life rally
dais featured exclusively
Republican political
leaders, who touted their
legislative accomplish-
ments while criticizing
Democratic lawmakers on
abortion. No identifiable
pro-life Democrats were
among the rally’s featured
speakers — a visible depar-
ture from March for Life
rallies of previous years.

Among those accom-
plishments were two pieces
of legislation that passed in
the House of Representa-
tives Jan. 21 and 22, and
will be taken up by the Sen-
ate: The Pregnant Students’
Rights Act, which would re-
quire colleges and universi-
ties that participate in fed-
eral student aid programs to
provide both prospective
and current students with
information on rights and
resources for carrying a
baby to term while en-
rolled, and The Supporting
Pregnant and Parenting
Women and Families Act.

The latter bill would allow
states to use low-income
support funds for preg-
nancy centers that support
protecting the life of the
mother and her unborn
child, and that offer servic-
es such as pregnancy test-
ing, prenatal and preg-
nancy education, counsel-
ing, diapers, baby clothes
and other material re-
sources.

Pro-life Democrats, in
partnership with Rehuman-
ize International and the
Consistent Life Network,
did have their own event at
the National Press Club in
Washington before the
March for Life, unfolding
their own legislative vision
called the “Legislating for
Human Dignity” campaign.
Among the policy propo-

sals the group backs was the
Supporting Healthy Moms
and Babies Act, a bipartisan
initiative with draft legisla-
tion introduced in both the
House and Senate that
would make birth free —
eliminating cost-sharing
for prenatal care, labor and
delivery, and postpartum
care.

Shortly before the final
prayer and sending off the
thousands gathered to
march and advocate for life,
Lichter said she had a mes-
sage from an early alumnus
of the March for Life who
could not be with them due
to an overseas work com-
mitment: Pope Leo XIV.

Sheread the pope’s letter
to the march’s participants,
imparting his papal bless-
ing and assuring them “of

my spiritual closeness as
you gather for this eloquent
public witness to affirm
that the protection of the
right to life constitutes the
indispensable foundation
of every other human
right.”

After the final prayer,
marchers — armed with a
variety of signs with pro-life
slogans — exited the rally
space on the National Mall
to walk through Washing-
ton’s streets to the steps of
the Supreme Court build-
ing.

(Peter Jesserer Smith is
the national news editor for
OSV News. Julie Asher, Lau-
retta Brown, Marietha G6n-
gora V., Kurt Jensen, Kate
Scanlon, Maria Wiering and
Katie Yoder contributed to
this report.)

30
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Ph.D. in Behavioral

Neuroscience
B.Pharm
Professor of
Psychology at
Franciscan University
of Steubenville
sammutlab.com
@drstephensammut

WVU Catholic Medical Association presents

Featuring:
Dr. Stephen Sammut, Ph.D
of Franciscan University

1481 University Avenue, Morgantown,
WV 26505

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT WILLIE AT WHJOOOO03@MIX. WVU.EDU
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ethical lm"pllcﬂf[bﬂs This evént will examine
Chur:}h_te chlng alongside
ientific research, with a particular focus on
ni aurobahawaral effects, as well as a segment
oon abortion pill reversal.
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Catholic Schools Week Celebrations of Faith,
Service, and Fun Not Hindered by Snow

1 .

[though the majority of the diocese’s

Catholic schools were canceled during

Catholic Schools Week in the aftermath
of the Jan. 25 snowstorm, celebrations of
faith, service, and fun were not hindered.
Clockwise, from top left: Father Casey Ma-
hone and students from St. Mary Central Cath-
olic School in Clarksburg gather after Mass
Jan. 24 to kick off Catholic Schools Week;
Fairmont Catholic School first-graders sing
“Jesus Is My Best Friend” during Mass at St.
Peter the Fisherman Parish in Fairmont; pre-k
at Corpus Christi School in Wheeling bring
the cold inside for fun with the ice and snow
Jan. 29; a Wheeling Central Catholic High
School student shovels snow for a neighbor
(although Central was canceled that day, stu-
dents served their community by shoveling
snow for those in need); and Agustin Seamon,
a fifth grader at St. Mary’s in Clarksburg,
shows the information flyers for his school
and Clarksburg’s Notre Dame High School
that he shared at Mass at All Saints Parish in
Bridgeport Jan. 24. Courtesy photos
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We Are Not Created for
Algorithms, but Human
Encounter, Pope Leo Says
In Programmatic

Message On Al

By Paulina Guzik

(OSV News) — Pope Leo XIV
didn’t just write his first message as
pontiff for World Communications
Day Jan. 24. He wrote a program-
matic document on artificial intel-
ligence in response to the chal-
lenges of the modern world, just
like Pope Leo XIII faced the indus-
trial revolution more than a cen-
tury before.

While the 60th World Commu-
nications Day will be observed on
May 17, the text, published Jan. 24
on the feast of St. Francis de Sales,
patron saint of the Catholic press,
offers a stark warning: Al and digi-
tal technologies are reshaping
human communication, creativity
and identity. And the greatest risks,
the pope said, are not technical but
deeply human.

If we fail in safeguarding and
educating on how to use it, digital
technology, Pope Leo said, “risks
radically modifying some of the
fundamental pillars of human civ-
ilization, which we sometimes take
for granted.”

By “simulating human voices
and faces, wisdom and knowledge,
awareness and responsibility, em-
pathy and friendship, systems
known as artificial intelligence not
only interfere with information
ecosystems, but also invade the
deepest level of communication,
that of relationships between
human persons.”

The challenge, therefore, the
pontiff said “is not technological,
but anthropological. Safeguarding
faces and voices ultimately means
safeguarding ourselves.”

Pope Leo challenged Al with
what technology cannot replace: a
human face and a human voice,
stressing that they matter. “They
are described as unique expressions
of a person’s identity and the foun-
dation of genuine human en-
counter,” the pope said.

“They express one’s unrepeat-
able identity and are the constitu-
tive element of every encounter,”
Pope Leo said, adding that “face
and voice are sacred” and were
“given to us by God, who created
us in his image and likeness, cal-
ling us to life with the Word that
He himself addressed to us.”

God’s Word “first resounded
through the centuries in the voices
of the prophets and then became

flesh in the fullness of time,” the
pontiff reminded.

God “impressed wupon the
human face a reflection of divine
love, so that humanity might fully
live its own humanity through
love,” Pope Leo said. Therefore,
“To safeguard human faces and
voices” means to “safeguard this
seal, this indelible reflection of
God’s love. We are not a species
made up of biochemical algo-
rithms, defined in advance. Each of
us has an irreplaceable and inimi-
table vocation that emerges
through life and is manifested pre-
cisely in communication with
others.”

Pope Leo, in his message, chal-
lenged humanity addicted to social
media and driven by algorithms to
not give up one’s own thinking,
empowering humans instead to
use technology in order to assist,
not drive, human life.

Algorithms, the pope warned,
“reward quick emotions and in-
stead penalize human expressions
that require more time, such as the
effort to understand and reflect.”

They close people into “bubbles
of easy consensus and easy indig-
nation” and “weaken the capacity
for listening and critical thinking
and increase social polarization.”

Al can provide support and as-
sistance in managing communi-
cative tasks, the pope indicated, in
the long run however “avoiding
the effort of one’s own thinking”
erodes “our cognitive, emotional,
and communicative capacities,”
transforming people into “mere
passive consumers of unthought
thoughts, anonymous products,
without authorship, without love
— while the masterpieces of
human genius in the fields of
music, art, and literature are re-
duced to a mere training ground
for machines.”

“Giving up the creative process
and handing over one’s mental
functions and imagination to ma-
chines” means “burying the talents
we have received in order to grow
as personsin relationship with God
and with others. It means hiding
our face and silencing our voice,”
Pope Leo underlined.

This message was not the first
time Leo has spoken strongly about

Al In June, he sent a message to the
See “Pope” on Page 9

“% CURSILLO
INFORMATIONAL SESSION

Where: St. Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church

Is the Holy Spirit calling you
to a richer relationship
with God?

e Cursillo is a Catholic movement that
encourages Christians to deepen their
faith and become better evangelizers
in their community.

e Those who have “lived” Cursillo say it

is an experience of living and sharing
with others in a loving and caring

Christian community.

e [tisnota theoretical course but, an

If you are unable to attend in person, let us know, experience that must be lived. Itis

and you can join via Zoom. said to be life-changing experience,
For the Zoom link, please email:

Cursillo@dwec.org or you can leave a message which brings with it the discovery of
at the following phone number — it is checked

the basis of Christianity and its
frequently — 304-233-0880, Ext. 480.

fundamental significance to life.

e Itisan experience that can change
your relationship with Christ.

e The motto of Cursillo is make a friend,
be a friend, and bring a friend to

Christ.

January 31, 2026 - 10:00 am —12:00 pm
407 Jackson Street, Fairmont, WV 26554

DIOCESE OF WHEELING-CHARLESTON

CURSILLO MINISTRY

1311 Byron Street

PO Box 230

Wheeling, West Virginia 26003

304-233-0880, Ext. 480 | cursillo@DWC.org | dwc.org (Events -
Cursillo)

February 5, 2026

6.30 8:00 pm | St. Michael Parish Angelus Center

Jom us for a synodal style listening session concerning the

';npst recent teachings of the Catholic Church, from Pope Leo XI'V

to the USS. Conference of Catholic Bishops, to our own Bxshop
; l\flark Brennan, growing in hospitality, solidarity, and compa

’with the many refugees, asylum seekers, migrants,
and immigrants around the world.

Featunng

(Smaety of Divine Wcmd Mmsmnarms)
Lou Volpe Facnhtator :
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Pope ...

Cont’d from Page 8
Second Annual Rome  Con-
ference on Artificial Intelli-
gence, in which he voiced his
“concern for children and
young people, and the possible
consequences of the use of Al
on their intellectual and neu-
rological development.” Our
youth “must be helped, and
not hindered, in their journey
towards maturity and true re-
sponsibility,”  Pope  Leo
stressed on June 17.

In November, he wrote to
the Builders Al Forum, a world-
wide conference in Rome, that
their “deliberations over these
two days illustrate that this
work cannot be confined to re-
search labs or investment port-
folios. It must be a profoundly
ecclesial endeavor.”

In his Jan. 24 message, ho-
wever, he delivered a mission
statement and a call to action,
saying “Technology that ex-
ploits our need for relation-
ships can not only have pain-
tul consequences for the des-
tiny of individuals, but can
also damage the social, cul-
tural, and political fabric of so-
cieties.”

The challenge ahead of hu-
manity “is not to stop digital
innovation, but to guide it,”
the pope said, “to be aware of
its ambivalent nature. It is up
to each of us to raise our voices
in defense of the human per-
son, so that these tools may
truly be integrated by us as
allies.”

This alliance is possible, the
pontiff said, urging that it be
founded on three pillars: “re-
sponsibility, cooperation, and
education.”

With this, Pope Leo chal-

JOHNSON

BOILER WORKS, INC

53 Marshall St.
Benwood, WV 26031
(304) 232-3070
Steam Boiler Repairs

lenged Al moguls and Silicon
Valley.

“For those at the top of on-
line platforms, this means en-
suring that their business
strategies are not driven solely
by the criterion of profit maxi-
mization, but also by a far-
sighted vision that takes the
common good into account,
in the same way that each of
them cares about the good of
their own children.”

In November, as the confer-
ence “The Dignity of Children
and Adolescents in the Age of
Artificial Intelligence” was tak-
ingplace, Pope Leo met Megan
Garcia, an American mother
whose son, Sewell Setzer III,
died in February 2024 after an
Al chatbot groomed him into
suicide.

Garcia filed one of the first
lawsuits out of many against
an Al company after her son
died in an ambulance after the
chatbot encouraged him to
take his own life.

In October, Character.Al
announced it will bar users
under 18 from its platform —a
decision that took effect on
Now. 25.

Garcia told Rome Reports
that she prayed during the
conclave that the next pope
would “recognize that the mis-
sion of the Church is threat-
ened by unregulated AL”

Garcia and other parents
can be encouraged by the
pope’s words in his Jan. 24
message.

“Creatorsand developers of
Al models are called to trans-
parency and social responsibil-
ity regarding the design princi-
ples and moderation systems
underlying their algorithms
and the models they develop,
in order to foster informed

consent on the part of users,”
the pope wrote.

“The same responsibility is
also demanded of national
legislators and supranational
regulators,” he stressed, nam-
ing their primary task as ensur-
ing “respect for human dig-
nity.”

“Adequate regulation can
protect people from forming
emotional bonds with chat-
bots and can curb the spread of
false, manipulative, or mis-
leading content, preserving
the integrity of information
against its deceptive simula-
tion,” Pope Leo said.

Addressing media and
communications companies,
he said: “Public trust is earned
through accuracy and trans-
parency, not by chasing en-
gagement at any price.”

Pope Leo wrote in his mes-
sage that “Content generated
or manipulated by Al must be
clearly labeled and distin-
guished from content created
by people,” urging safeguard-
ingof theauthorship and “sov-
ereign ownership of the work
of journalists.”

“A constructive and mean-
ingful public service is not
based on opacity, but on trans-
parency of sources, inclusion
of the parties involved, and a
high standard of quality.”

And for that, no one is
stripped from responsibility,
the pontiff urged.

“All of us are called to co-
operate. No single sector can
face alone the challenge of
guiding digital innovation and
the governance of Al.”

All stakeholders, the pon-
tiff said — “from the technol-
ogy industry to legislators,
from creative companies to the
academic world, from artists

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!

Bést

69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling

We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Lou W. Nau, Inc.

Phone (304) 242-6311

louwnau.doitbest.com

and journalists to educators”
must be involved “in  build-
ingand making effectivea con-
scious and responsible digital
citizenship.”

“As Catholics, we can and
must offer our contribution so
that people — especially the
young — acquire the capacity
for critical thinking and grow
in freedom of spirit,” he urged.

“Just as the industrial rev-
olution required basic literacy
to enable people to respond to
novelty,” thedigital revolution
“requires digital literacy” —to-
gether with a humanistic and
cultural education — “to un-
derstand how algorithms
shape our perception of real-
ity,” and “how Al biases func-
tion.”

Pope Leo specifically chal-
lenged Time Magazine’s “Per-
son of the Year” in his Jan. 24
message — who in 2025 were
announced as “Architects of
AL”

“Behind this enormous in-
visible force that involves us
all, there are only a handful of
companies — those whose
founders have recently been
presented as the creators of the
‘Person of the Year 2025,””
Pope Leo said.

“This gives rise to serious
concern regarding the oligo-
polistic control of algorithmic
and artificial intelligence sys-
tems capable of subtly shaping
behaviors and even rewriting
human history — including
the history of the Church —
often without people being
truly aware of it,” he warned.

In August, Pope Leo XIV

wasnamed to Time magazine’s
“Time 100 Al” list for 2025, rec-
ognized as one of the world’s
top “thinkers” shaping how
humanity confronts artificial
intelligence.

Time magazine said he has
chosen aname “in part to meet
a revolution: that of AL.” The
list includes “leaders,” “inno-
vators,” “shapers” and the
group Pope Leo has been listed
in — “thinkers.”

If Leo XIV continues to
marshal the world’s Catholics
against Al's alienating poten-
tial, Time said, “Silicon Valley
faces a formidable — and un-
expected — spiritual counter-
weight.”

Pope Leo’s message for
World Communications Day
looks like a promise that
the “thinker” will not disap-
point.

(Paulina Guzik is interna-
tional editor for OSV News.)

Food service Equipment,
Supplies, Disposables,
Janitorial and more

1 Fourteenth Street,
Wheeling, WV 26003
304-233-2270
Stop in or call us today!

304-232-0330
“THE PRE-ARRANGEMENT

TMEYER

FUNERAL HOME
FUNERAL HOMES

& CREMATORY [ ‘.Ef o
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project rachel

If yOou experience
regret, guilt, or grief
after abortion, be
assured that God’s
healing love and mercy
are always available to
the repentant heart.

For confidential, non-judgmental help, call
888-456-HOPE (4673), or visit
www. HopeAfterAbortion.org
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God in the mountains.

REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN!

O ANCUTIS }"'})_ ) Camp Carlo 2026

Qur Catholic Youth Adventure Camp

(”Z@t@?/ %}Lg/; 8/“)1/ im C@%Pmm 4 / High School Week:

June 28th - July 4th

Mass, Confessions, Rosary, Spiritual Talks
and Hot Breakfast

Week 1: July 5th — 11th
Week 2: July 12th - 18th
Week 3: July 19th — 25th

ST JAMES THE GREATER CATHOLIC CHURCH Go to: campcarlowv.org

Charles Town, West Virginia _;;
Rsvp at Ieglonofmary@st Ameswy. org

A message from the West Virginia
Knights of Columbus State Council

Deep within the heart of every man is a call to live with purpose
and meaning; a call to lead, to protect, to serve and to defend.

Men today need a band of brothers — other Catholic men to

share in that call, who walk together on the journey towards
something better.

2026 Men’s You are invited

to put your

1 f [P h ® "
Discernment
Retreat L ot

The Knights of Columbus is a trusted name, tried by time,
present where men are, providing inspiring resources and
support for strengthening your faith and living a life of virtue.

WWW.WVPRIESTS.ORG

Knights lead with faith. Knights protect our families. Knights serve
those in need.

When the world says men should step aside, Knights of
Columbus step up.

We are Catholic men. We live by principles informed by faith. We
are sons, fathers, husbands, and grandfathers. Join us on life’s
greatest adventure to discover the man God calls you to be.

Become a Knight.

Click here


https://www.kofc.org/en//index.html
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Yow ve Inoited lo Hend. . . 16th Annual

.GALA

Catholic Charities

Enjoy an evening of dinner, drinks, dancing and
celebratmg those we serve!

Tickets & Sponsorships Now Available

Date: March 7, 2026

Time: Cocktail Hour - 5 pm;
Dinner - 6:30 pm

Location: The White Palace

—==rm1 1801 National Rd

F:F;ﬁ Wheeling, WV 26003

I

ccwva.org/event/gala

$125 Single Tickets

Proceeds from this Gala directly
support our mission in 17 counties
in northern West Virginia,
including our Catholic Charities
Neighborhood Center on 18th
Street in Wheeling, and other
programs and services for children,
seniors and families.
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Looking Back on

Confirmation in
Bancroft

n Wednesday, November 18,
2025, St. Patrick Mission, to-
gether with parishioners from

the tri-parish (including Holy Trinity in
Nitro and Christ the King in Dunbar),
united in faith to celebrate the sacrament
of confirmation at St. Patrick Church in
Bancroft. Four candidates were con-
firmed: Malie Murphy, Isabella Nunley,
Sophie Burdette, and Emma
Burdette. Bishop Mark E. Brennan pre-
sided over the confirmation Mass with
Father Chapin Engler, Jr., pastor, concele-
brating. Deacon Dennis Nesser, J.C.L.,
was the deacon for the
Mass. A light reception, prepared by the
St. Patrick’s Women’s Guild, was held in

the parish hall following confirmation.
Courtesy photo

National Marriage Week to be Celebrated Feb. 7-14

The observances of National Marriage Week and World Marriage Day (Feb. 8) are an opportunity to focus on building a culture of life
and love that begins with supporting and promoting marriage and the family. The theme for this year is “Man and Woman He Created Them:
Together with Purpose.”

Below is a link to a National Marriage Week 2026 Parish Resource document that
can be utilized.

https://www.usccb.org/resources/NMW_2026_Parish_Resourcel.pdf

This resource shares things you can do as a parish, for couples, families, and
selected resources and recommended websites.
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https://www.usccb.org/resources/NMW_2026_Parish_Resource1.pdf
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Moments b

A Door Opened, A Future Renewed

When a young couple found themselves living
out of their car, the dream of a safe, stable home
felt just out of reach. An opportunity to move into
an apartment finally opened the door, but like so
many families facing housing insecurity, the
upfront costs of a security deposit and first
month’s rent stood in their way. A local Family
Support Center stepped in and connected them
with Catholic Charities West Virginia.

and walk with the couple as they worked toward
stability. One spouse had recently secured
employment at a local factory, and the other also
had income, demonstrating both determination
and resilience.

Staff in our Romney office took the time to listen l

Because of their efforts, the couple was able to cover the security deposit on their own.
Through collaboration with community partners and the generosity of a private donor,
Catholic Charities West Virginia helped bridge the remaining gap, accompanying this
family as they moved into safe, permanent housing.

The transition from homelessness to an apartment marks more than a change of
address. It represents hope, dignity, and a renewed sense of possibility. We are

deeply grateful to walk alongside families like this as they take meaningful steps

toward the life they envision for themselves.

Grant funders, private donors, and community partners together form a powerful
network of compassion. When we work together, we strengthen our communities and
ensure that our neighbors are not walking alone as they build healthier, more stable
futures.

Join in Our Mission to
Reduce Poverty in West Virginia

- Pyt www.ccwva.org/get-
3z gy involved/donate/donate
-online
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No fuimos creados para los algoritmos, sino
para el encuentro humano, afirma el Papa Ledn
en un mensaje sobre la IA

Por Paulina Guzik, OSV News

(OSV News) — El Papa Ledn
XIV no solo escribiéo su primer
mensaje como pontifice para la Jor-
nada Mundial de las Comunica-
ciones el 24 de enero, sino que tam-
bién redacté un documento pro-
gramatico sobre inteligencia artifi-
cial en respuesta a los desafios del
mundo moderno, al igual que, hace
mas de un siglo, el Papa Leon XIII
se enfrento a la revolucion indus-
trial.

Si bien la 60.? Jornada Mundial
de las Comunicaciones Sociales se
celebraréd el 17 de mayo, el texto,
publicado el 24 de enero, festividad
de San Francisco de Sales, patrén de
la prensa catélica, ofrece una seria
advertencia: la inteligencia artifi-
cial y las tecnologias digitales estan
transformando la comunicacién, la
creatividad y la identidad hu-
manas. Y los mayores riesgos,
segun el Papa, no son técnicos, sino
profundamente humanos.

Si fallamos en su cuidado y no
educamos sobre como utilizarla, la
tecnologia digital, afirmo6 el Papa
Leodn, "se corre el riesgo de modifi-
car radicalmente algunos de los pi-
lares fundamentales de la civiliza-
cion humana, que a veces damos
por descontado".

Al simular voces y rostros hu-
manos, sabiduria y conocimiento,
conciencia y responsabilidad, em-
patia y amistad, los sistemas con-
ocidos como inteligencia artificial

no solo interfieren en los ecosiste-
mas de informacion, sino que tam-
bién invaden el nivel mas pro-
fundo de la comunicacién: el de las
relaciones entre las personas.

El desafio, por lo tanto, afirmo
el pontifice, "no es tecnologico,
sino antropolégico. Custodiar los
rostros y las voces significa, en ul-
tima instancia, cuidarnos a noso-
tros mismos".

El Papa Le6n contrapuso a la in-
teligencia artificial aquello que la
tecnologia no puede reemplazar:
un rostro humano y una voz hu-
mana, subrayando su importancia.
"Son rasgos unicos, distintivos, de
cada persona", dijo el Papa.

"Manifiestan su propia identi-
dad irrepetible y son el elemento
constitutivo de todo encuentro",
afirmé el Papa Leon, afladiendo
que "el rostro y la voz son sagrados"
y nos fueron "dados por Dios, que
nos ha creado a su imagen y seme-
janza, llamandonos a la vida con la
Palabra que El mismo nos ha diri-
gido".

La Palabra de Dios "resonoé prim-
ero a través de los siglos en las voces
de los profetas, y luego se hizo
carne en la plenitud de los tiem-
pos", record6 el pontifice.

Dios "ha impreso en su rostro un
reflejo del amor divino, para que
pueda vivir plenamente la propia
humanidad mediante el amor",
dijo el Papa Led6n. "Por lo tanto,
custodiar rostros y voces humanas"

significa "conservar este sello, este
reflejo indeleble del amor de Dios.
No somos una especie hecha de al-
goritmos bioquimicos definidos de
antemano. Cada uno de nosotros
tiene una vocacion insustituible e
inimitable que surge de la vida y
que se manifiesta precisamente en
la comunicaciéon con los demas".

El Papa Le6n, en su mensaje, de-
safi6é a la humanidad, adicta a las
redes sociales y dominada por los
algoritmos, a no renunciar al pen-
samiento propio, empoderando a
los seres humanos para que utilicen
la tecnologia para apoyar, no para
dirigir, la vida humana.

Los algoritmos, advirti6 el Papa,
"premian emociones rapidas y pe-
nalizan en cambio expresiones hu-
manas que necesitan tiempo, como
el esfuerzo por comprender y la re-
flexion".

Encierran a las personas en "bur-
bujas de facil consenso y facil in-
dignacion" y "debilitan la capaci-
dad de escucha y de pensamiento
critico y aumentan la polarizacién
social".

La inteligencia artificial puede
brindar apoyo y asistencia en la
gestion de tareas comunicativas,
indic6 el Papa; sin embargo, a la
larga, "eludir el esfuerzo de pensar
por nosotros mismos" erosiona
"nuestras capacidades cognitivas,
emocionales y comunicativas",
transformando a las personas en
"meros consumidores pasivos de

pensamientos no pensados, de pro-
ductos an6énimos, sin autoria, sin
amor. Mientras que las obras maes-
tras del genio humano en el campo
de lamusica, el arte y la literatura se
reducen a un mero campo de entre-
namiento para las maquinas".

"Renunciar al proceso creativoy
ceder a las maquinas nuestras fun-
ciones mentales y nuestra imagina-
cion" significa "enterrar los talen-
tos que hemos recibido para crecer
como personas en relacién con
Dios y con los demas. Significa
ocultar nuestro rostro y silenciar
nuestra voz", subray6 el Papa Ledn.

Este mensaje no fue la primera
vez que el Papa Le6n se pronunci6
con firmeza sobre la inteligencia
artificial. En junio, envi6é un men-
saje a la Segunda Conferencia
Anual de Roma sobre Inteligencia
Artificial, en el que expreso su pre-
ocupacion "por los ninos y los jo-
venes, y por las posibles conse-
cuencias del uso de la inteligencia
artificial en su desarrollo intelec-
tual y neurolégico".

"Hay que ayudar a nuestros jo-
venes, y no obstaculizarles, en su
camino hacia la madurez y la re-
sponsabilidad auténtica", subrayo
el Papa Le6n el 17 de junio.

En noviembre, escribié al Foro
Builders AI, una conferencia mun-
dial celebrada en Roma, que sus
"deliberaciones durante estos dos
dias ilustran que este trabajo no

Continua en la pagina 15

Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de me-
nores:

La diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston te exhorta a denunciar cual-
quier delito ante las autoridades civiles. Para realizar una denuncia
en contra de cualquier obispo en todos los Estado Unidos, favor de re-
portarlo en la pagina web www.repostbishopabuse.org. Y si, ademas,
existen motivos para creer que un obispo ha cometido alguna con-
ducta sexual inapropiada favor de comunicarse con las autoridades
civiles de la jurisdiccion correspondiente y también puede realizar un
reporte en la pagina web antes mencionada. Para informar a las
autoridades civiles: comuniquese con la policia local; los nimeros
varian segln su ubicacién. Si considera que alguien estd en peligro
inmediato, favor de llamar al 911. Para informar de forma confiden-
cial sobre cualquier sospecha de abuso o negligencia infantil, incluido
el abuso sexual, favor de comunicarse con la Oficina de Servicios de
Proteccion Infantil de Nifios y Familias de West Virginia, llamando a
lalinea directa de abuso infantil al 1-800.352.6513. Para informar
a las autoridades diocesanas: La di6cesis exhorta a informar
primeramente a las autoridades civiles correspondientes, cuando la
denuncia incluye un delito, y también alienta a informar a las auto-
ridades eclesiasticas correspondientes. Para reportar casos sospecho-
sos de abuso sexual de menores por parte del personal de la Didcesis
de Wheeling-Charleston, comuniquese directamente con la didcesis
a los teléfonos 1.888.434.6237 o 304.233.0880 para hablar con cual-
quiera de las siguientes personas asignadas: Sr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263;
Sr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; y si desea hablar en espafiol con Sor Martha
Gomez, ext. 264. También puede llamar a la Oficina de Ambiente Se-

guro de la diocesis al 304.230.1504 o a la linea directa de abuso sexual
de la diocesis al 833.230.5656. Los formularios de quejas estan dis-
ponibles en linea en la pagina web www.dwc.org, favor de hacer clic
en "Didcesis" en la barra de mend, luego en "Oficinas”, en "Ambiente
seguro"y en "Descargar archivos y formularios". El formulario se titula
"Formulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de menores". El
formulario se puede enviar por correo en Estados Unidos a: Office of
Safe Environment, Diocesis of Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230,
Wheeling WV 26003. Para informar al Coordinador de Asis-
tencia a Victimas de la Didcesis: Favor de llamar a Erin McFar-
land, M.Ed., LPC, al 304.559.6742. Ademas de las vias mencionadas
anteriormente para denunciar el abuso sexual, la di6cesis se ha aso-
ciado con la compafiia Navex Global que ofrecer la plataforma Ethic-
sPoint para informar cualquier inquietud adicional, como sospecha
de mala conducta financiera, profesional y personal de un sacerdote,
diacono, religioso, o empleado laico de la didcesis o cualquier parro-
quia o escuela catdlica en West Virginia. Puede acceder a la plata-
forma EthicsPoint a través de la pagina web www.dwc.org, en “Ren-
dicién de cuentas”, luego “Informar mala conducta” o llamando al
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es una herramienta de denuncia confiden-
cial y anonima, ellos se encargaran de transmitir su denuncia direc-
tamente a las autoridades civiles y a las autoridades diocesanas corre-
spondientes, y lo mas importante al denunciar a través de ellos, la
identidad de la persona que denuncia esta protegida. Enlaces e in-
formacion: Departamento de Salud y Recursos Humanos de WV:
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia Estatal de Virginia Occi-
dental, Unidad de crimenes contra a menores: 304-293-6400.
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puede limitarse a los labo-
ratorios de investigacién o
a las carteras de inversion.
Debe ser una labor profun-
damente eclesial".

Sin embargo, en su men-
saje del 24 de enero, pre-
sentd una declaracion de
principios y un llamado a la
accion, afirmando que "la
tecnologia que se aprove-
cha de nuestra necesidad de
relacionarnos no solo
puede tener consecuencias
dolorosas para el destino de
las personas, sino que tam-
bién puede dafar el tejido
social, cultural y politico de
las sociedades".

El desafio que tiene por
delante la humanidad "no
es el de detener la innova-
cion digital sino el de gui-
arla", dijo el Papa, "y en ser
conscientes de su caracter
ambivalente. Corresponde
a cada uno de nosotros
alzar la voz en defensa de
las personas humanas para
que estos instrumentos
puedan realmente ser inte-
grados por nosotros como
aliados".

Esta alianza es posible,
afirmé el pontifice, e insto
a que se fundamente en tres
pilares: "responsabilidad,
cooperacion y educacion".

Con estas palabras, el
Papa Le6én lanz6 un desafio
a los magnates de la inteli-
gencia artificial y de Silicon
Valley.

"Para quienes estan en la
caspide de las plataformas
online esto significa asegu-
rarse de que las propias es-
trategias empresariales no
estén guiadas por el Gnico
criterio del maximo benefi-
cio, sino también por una
vision de futuro que tenga
en cuenta el bien comun
del mismo modo que cada
uno de ellos se preocupa
por el bienestar de sus
hijos".

En noviembre, mientras
se celebraba la conferencia
"La dignidad de los nifios y
adolescentes en la era de la
inteligencia artificial", el
Papa Le6n se reunié con
Megan Garcia, una madre
estadounidense cuyo hijo,
Sewell Setzer III, falleci6 en
tebrero de 2024 después de

que un chatbot de inteli-
gencia artificial lo incitara
al suicidio.

Garcia present6 una de
las primeras demandas, de
entre muchas otras, contra
una empresa de inteligen-
cia artificial después de que
su hijo muriera en una am-
bulancia tras ser animado
por el chatbot a quitarse la
vida.

En octubre, Character.Al
anuncié que prohibiria el
acceso a su plataforma a los
usuarios menores de 18
aflos, una decisién que
entr6 en vigor el 25 de no-
viembre.

Garcia declar6 a Rome
Reports que durante el con-
clave rez6 para que el prox-
imo pontifice "reconociera
que la mision de la Iglesia
estd amenazada por la inte-
ligencia artificial no regu-
lada".

Garcia y otros padres
pueden sentirse alentados
por las palabras del Papa en
su mensaje del 24 de
enero.

"A los creadores y pro-
gramadores de modelos de
la IA se les pide transparen-
cia y responsabilidad social
respecto a los principios de
planificacion y a los siste-
mas de moderacién que
estan en la base de sus algo-
ritmos y de los modelos dis-
eflados con el fin de favor-
ecer un consentimiento in-
formado por parte de los
usuarios", escribio el Papa.

"La misma responsabili-
dad se exige también a los
legisladores nacionales y a
las entidades reguladoras
supranacionales", subrayo,
seflalando que su tarea
principal es garantizar "el
respeto a la dignidad hu-
mana".

"Una reglamentacion
adecuada puede proteger a
las personas, de crear vin-
culos emocionales con los
chatbots y contener la difu-
sién de contenidos falsos,
manipuladores o confusos,
preservando la integridad
de la informacion frente a
una simulacién engafiosa
de la misma", afirmo el
Papa Ledn.

Dirigiéndose a las em-
presas de medios de comu-
nicacién, afirmé: "La confi-
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anza del puablico se gana
con precision y transparen-
cia, no con la basqueda de
cualquier tipo de implica-
cion".

El Papa Le6n escribi6é en
su mensaje que "los conte-
nidos generados o manipu-
lados por la IA deben sefia-
larse y distinguirse clara-
mente de los contenidos
creados por personas", e
inst6 a salvaguardar la
autoria y la propiedad inte-
lectual de la obra de los
periodistas.

"Un servicio publico
constructivo y significativo
no se basa en la opacidad,
sino en la transparencia de
las fuentes, la inclusién de
las partes implicadas y un
alto nivel de calidad".

Y por ello, nadie esta ex-
ento de responsabilidad,
insistio el pontifice.

"Todos estamos llama-
dos a cooperar. Ningun sec-
tor puede afrontar por si
solo el desafio de guiar la
innovacion digital y la
forma de gobernar la IA".

El pontifice afirmo que
todas las partes interesadas
--"desde la industria tecnol-
o6gica a los legisladores,
desde las empresas creati-
vas al mundo académico,
desde los artistas a los peri-
odistas y a los educadores"-
- deben participar "en con-
struir y hacer efectiva una
ciudadania digital con-
sciente y responsable".

"Como catélicos, pode-

mos y debemos aportar
nuestra contribucién para
que las personas, especial-
mente los jovenes, adqui-
eran la capacidad de pensar
criticamente y crezcan en la
libertad del espiritu", insto.

"Al igual que la revolu-
cion industrial exigia una
alfabetizacién basica para
que las personas pudieran
reaccionar ante las nove-
dades", la revolucién digi-
tal "también requiere una
alfabetizaciéon digital",
junto con una educacién
humanistica y cultural,
"para comprender cOmo los
algoritmos modelan nues-
tra percepcion de la reali-
dad"y "cémo funcionan los
prejuicios de la IA".

El Papa Le6n cuestiond
especificamente la eleccion
de la "Persona del Afio" de
la revista Time en su men-
saje del 24 de enero, que en
2025 fueron anunciados
como los "Arquitectos de la
IA".

"Detras de esta enorme
tuerza invisible que nos in-
volucra a todos, hay soloun
pufiado de empresas, cuyos
tfundadores han sido re-
cientemente presentados
como los creadores de la
'persona del afio 2025'",
dijo el Papa Leon.

"Esto suscita una impor-
tante preocupacion por el
control del oligopolio de
los sistemas algoritmicos y
de inteligencia artificial ca-
paces de orientar sutil-

mente los comportamien-
tos e incluso reescribir la
historia de la humanidad --
incluida la historia de la
Iglesia-- a menudo sin que
nos demos cuenta real-
mente", advirtio.

En agosto, el Papa Ledn
XIV fue incluido en la lista
"Time 100 AI" de la revista
Time para 2025, siendo re-
conocido como uno de los
principales "pensadores"
del mundo que estan in-
fluyendo en la forma en
que la humanidad se en-
frenta a la inteligencia arti-
ticial.

La revista Time afirmo
que el Papa eligié su nom-
bre "en parte para hacer
frente a una revolucién: la
de la IA". La lista incluye a
"lideres", ‘"innovadores",
"creadores de tendencias" y
el grupo en el que se ha in-
cluido al Papa Ledn: "pen-
sadores".

Si Le6on XIV continta
movilizando a los catélicos
de todo el mundo contra el
potencial alienante de la
IA, segan Time, "Silicon
Valley se enfrentard a un
contrapeso espiritual for-
midable e inesperado".

El mensaje del Papa
Le6n para la Jornada Mun-
dial de las Comunicaciones
parece una promesa de que
este "pensador" no decep-
cionara.

(Paulina Guzik es la edi-
tora internacional de OSV
News.)

La misa del Tercer Domingo del Tiempo Ordi-

nario desde la iglesia de San Santiago el Mayor

en CharlesTown, WYV, se transmitira el Domingo

a las 7:30 pm por Radio Luz de Vida

(www.rdo.to/WLOL2) y se podra escuchar a la

carta en www.LolLradio.org/HH.html.
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UxsRiCE |
BOWL
FOR LENT, FOR LIFE

What You Give Up For Lent Changes Lives

Now is a good time for parishes and schools to plan ahead and order materials
for Lent ’26 “Operation Rice Bowl.” This now fifty year old program is a
major way for American Catholics to be part of the worldwide work of Catholic
Relief Services, our bishops’ sponsored international relief agency.

Rooted in the history of the Eucharistic Congress, CRS Rice Bowl invites
Catholics and faith communities in the United States to encounter God
and our global family throughout Lent by practicing the pillars of
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Lenten alms donated through CRS
Rice Bowl support the work of CRS in more than 120 different countries
each year. Twenty-five percent of donations to CRS Rice Bowl stay in the
local diocese, supporting hunger and poverty alleviation efforts. Since its
inception in 1975, CRS Rice Bowl has raised more than $350 million.
With drastic federal cuts in international humanitarian aid our support of
CRS is even more critical.

Free materials for Lent '26 “Operation Rice Bowl” can now be ordered at:
https://www.crsricebowl.org/order-crs-rice-bowl-materials

These materials include:
. The now iconic “mite boxes” to collect saving from fasting,
. Prayer materials for each day of Lent,
. Stories and photos about communities being served by our support of CRS
and even recipes based on meals of those people.
4. Videos and printed materials suitable for use during announcements at
Sunday mass and other gatherings.
5. Materials for various levels of student and university participation.

WN -

For more information about Catholic Relief Services: search CRS.org

Diocesan contact Chad Carter, Chancellor, at 304-233-0880
or
Fr. Larry W. Dorsch, CRS Global Fellow,
For guest homilist or program speaker: Phone 304-281-6503
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The Welty Home Difference:
Assisted Living At Its Best

www.WeltyHome.org * (304) 242-5233

Hame for the Aged

Knights of
Columbus’

Carroll Council 504

OF WHEELING, W.VA.

Since 1900, West Virginia’s first Knights of
Columbus Council — Carroll Council 504 — has been
committed to Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and

Patriotism.

Guided by these Principles, we will continue to serve
the parishioners of St. Michael, St. Vincent de Paul,
St. Alphonsus, and the Cathedral of St. Joseph, and

the Wheeling community today and tomorrow.

To learn more and to join us,
click here

ESTABLISHED
LEADER IN
STRUGTURAL
HEART GARE

THE MOST ADVANCED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

Learn more at: MyWVUHeart.com

Appointments: 304-243-8362

The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing
staff, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the
only program in West Virginia that offers eight specialized, structural heart
procedures and is one of the few programs in the United States (and

the only one in West Virginia) offering cerebral embolic protection during
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter
mitral valve replacement.

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based technigues to treat all
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

OUR TEAM

Deepak Hooda MD

Interventional Cardiology

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiology

David Michael Campsey MD
Interventional Cardiology

YWYWVUHeart&Vascular
Institute
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