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Inside:

Silver Rose Traveling through West Virginia
By Colleen Rowan 

The Silver Rose Pil-
grimage, advancing 
the message of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe, has 
two more stops in the dio-
cese this weekend. Spon-
sored by the West Virginia 
Knights of Columbus State 
Council, local councils are 
hosting the Silver Rose at 
their parishes gathering 
Knights and parishioners 
to pray for respect for life 
and for the spiritual re-
newal of the pilgrimage’s 
participating countries — 
the United States, Canada, 
and Mexico. 

 St. John University Par-
ish in Morgantown and 
Council 8288 will host the 
Silver Rose today, Friday, 
Aug. 7, at 4:30 p.m. at the 
church. The next day, Sat-
urday, Aug. 8, St. Luke the 

By Josephine Peterson, Catholic News Service 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Returning to his 

weekly general audiences after a monthlong 
summer break, Pope Leo XIV urged Catholics to em-
brace the Liturgy of the Hours more fully in their 
daily lives, saying the church’s public prayer is an 
antidote to a world shaped by technology, consum-
erism and an efficiency-driven mindset. 

“Every week and every day, the Eucharist and the 
Liturgy of the Hours are the breath of the life of the 
Church, which makes the Holy Spirit circulate 
through her Body,” he said Aug. 5. 

Because of Rome’s summer heat, the pope held 

Pope Encourages Catholics 
to Deepen Prayer through 
Liturgy of the Hours

Courtesy photo 
Knights of Columbus are pictured with the Silver Rose at St. Matthew Parish in Ravenswood. 

See  “Silver Rose”              
on Page 3

See  “Pope” on Page 4

Bishop Menjívar has set up his official 
accounts on social media. GIVE HIM A 
FOLLOW! Click links below. 

 
FACEBOOK:  
https://www.facebook.com/bishopmenjivar 
 
INSTAGRAM: 
https://www.instagram.com/bishopmenjivar 
 
X: https://x.com/bishopmenjivar 

Follow Bishop 
Menjívar on Social 
Media 

St. Peter Statue Shines 
in Welch, Page 5

Hidden for Centuries: How Newly Identified 
St. Augustine Sermons Were Found, Page 9

Novena for the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary being Held, Page 6
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Sexual Abuse Awareness Training : The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
requires all Dioceses/Eparchies have a Safe Environment Program for the protection of chil-
dren and young people. The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe Environment Program 
consists of the following components for persons seeking employment or to volunteer,  di-
rectly or indirectly, with children: background check; receipt of the Diocese’s Policy Relating 
to Sexual Abuse of Children; sexual abuse awareness training for adults. Training may  be 
completed online or via live workshop. For information, go to www.dwc.org, click “Dio-
cese”, then “Offices,” then “Office of  Safe  Environment.” 
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photos  welcomed and encouraged. Not responsible for unsolicited material.
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To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Di-
ocese of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and fore-
most if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing www.reportbishop-
abuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If   you have reason to believe 
that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct or has interfered with an investigation 
into sexual misconduct, please contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and 
visit www.reportbishopabuse.org.  To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact your 
local law enforcement: numbers will vary based on your location. If you believe 
someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any incidence of sus-
pected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, contact the West Virginia Bureau 
for Children and Families’ Child Protective Services  by calling the Child Abuse Hotline 
at 800.352.6513. You may report anonymously to this hotline if you prefer. To Report 
to Diocesan Authorities:  The diocese encourages reporting to the appropriate civil 
authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. The diocese also encourages 
reporting to the appropriate church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse 
of children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact 
one of the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. You may also call the Di-
ocese’s Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504 or the Diocese’s sexual abuse hotline 
at 833.230.5656. Additional methods of reporting are available at www.dwc.org, under 
“Accountability.” Complaint forms are available online at www.dwc.org, click “Diocese” 
on the menu bar, then “Offices,” then “Safe Environment”, then “Download Files and 
Forms.” The form is titled “Complaint Form for Allegations of Sexual Abuse of a Minor.” 
The form may be returned via U.S. mail to: Office of Safe Environment, Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. To Report to the Diocese’s 
Victim Assistance Coordinator: call Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, at 304.559.6742. 
The Diocese partners with Navex Global to offer EthicsPoint to report other concerns 
such as suspected financial, professional, and personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, 
religious, or lay employee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in WV.Ethic-
sPoint can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then “Report Miscon-
duct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that re-
ports to civil  authorities where applicable and Diocesan authorities, and the identity 
of the  person reporting is protected. Links and information: WV Department of Health 
and Human Resources: https://dhhr.wv.gov/bss/services/Pages/Centralized-Intake-for-
Abuse-and-Neglect.aspx West Virginia State Police, Crimes Against Children Unit: 304-
293-6400. 
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Father Charles Eugene 
McGinnis, Jr., died Aug. 5, 
2026, at Wheeling Hospital 
in Wheeling, W.Va., at the 
age of 60. He was born July 
26, 1966, to Sandra K. (Tur-
vey) and Charles E. McGin-
nis, Sr. He attended St. Vin-
cent de Paul Parish School, 
Central Catholic High School, and 
Wheeling Park High School, all in 
Wheeling. He studied at Australia 
Catholic University in Ballarat, Vic-
toria, Australia, in 1988, and gradu-
ated from West Liberty State College 
with a bachelor’s degree in 1990. He 
completed his theological studies at 
St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pa., 
where he received a Master of Divinity 
in 2006. 

Father McGinnis was ordained to 
the priesthood on June 3, 2006, at the 
Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheeling 
and then served in his first assign-
ment as associate pastor of Immacu-
late Conception Parish in Clarksburg, 
W.Va., until 2008. He was associate 
pastor at St. Alphonsus Parish in 
Wheeling from 2008 to 2009, and ad-
ministrator of Good Shepherd Parish 
in Glenville, W.Va., from 2009 to 
2013. He was appointed adminis-
trator of Sacred Heart and St. Peter 
Claver Parishes in Huntington, W.Va., 
in 2013 and then as pastor from 2016 
to 2018. During that time, he was also 
chaplain of St. Joseph Central Catho-
lic High School in Huntington. He 
served as pastor of St. John Parish in 
St. Marys, W.Va., and Christ Our Hope 

Mission in Harrisville, W.Va., 
from 2018 to 2021; and St. 
Sebastian Parish in King-
wood, and the Missions of St. 
Zita in Masontown and St. 
Edward of the Confessor in 
Terra Alta in 2022.  

Father McGinnis was a 
member of the Ancient 

Order of Hibernians and the Knights 
of Columbus, Third Degree. He re-
tired from active ministry in 2024.   

He is survived by his sisters, Missi 
(Ron) Magers and Cheri (Randy) Tag-
gart.  He also leaves behind his nieces 
Jordan Matthews (Brandon Smigel), 
Morgan Magers (Brian Dabrawsky), 
and Zoey Taggart; his nephews Mat-
thew Stachura and Chase Taggart; and 
his great-nieces Brynlee Smigel, Pay-
tyn Stachura, Caydy Stachura, and  
Reagyn Stachura. He is also survived 
by a close friend, Linda Zima. 

Visitation will be Tuesday, Aug. 11, 
at Altmeyer Funeral Home, Elm 
Grove (154 Kruger St., Wheeling) 
from 5-7 p.m. Vigil service will be at 7 
p.m. with Father Douglas Sutton as 
celebrant and Father Gary Naegele as 
the homilist. 

 The Funeral Mass will be Wednes-
day, Aug. 12, at 11 a.m. at St. Vincent 
de Paul Church (2240 Marshall Ave., 
Wheeling) with Bishop Emeritus 
Mark E. Brennan as presider and 
Father Chris Turner as homilist. A 
luncheon will follow the funeral        
Mass at St. Vincent de Paul Marist 
Center.  

Burial will take place at a later time.

Obituary—Father Charles Eugene McGinnis, Jr.

The Catholic Spirit’s Print Schedule for 2026
There are 10 print editions in 2026. Below are the names of the issues and 

the publishing dates. Please note, the publishing dates may or may not be 
on feast days. Digital issues are published every Friday, delivered by e-mail 
to subscribers, and posted on thecatholicspiritwv.org. 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, August 14 

Triumph of the Cross, Sept. 11 

Month of the Rosary, Oct. 9 
Advent, Nov. 20 
Christmas, Dec. 18 

2026 Print Dates:
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Silver Rose...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

Evangelist Parish in Cheat 
Lake and Council 16530 
will host the Silver Rose at  
5 p.m. at the church. On 
Sunday, the Knights will 
hand the Silver Rose to 
Knights of Columbus 
from Pennsylvania who 
will take the pilgrimage to 
parishes in the Keystone 
State. 

West Virginia is on the 
fourth of eight routes of 
the pilgrimage which 
began in Ontario, Ca-
nada, in February, moves 
through the United 
States, and ends in Mex-
ico. The Silver Rose ar-
rived in the Mountain 
State on July 12 and has 
made stops  at the Basilica 
of the Co-Cathedral of the 
Sacred Heart in Charles-
ton, Sacred Heart Parish 
in Bluefield, St. Matthew 
Parish in Ravenswood, St. 
Anthony Parish in Fair-
mont, St. Bernadette Par-

ish in Hedgesville, Ss. 
Peter and Paul Parish in 
Oak Hill, and Our Lady of 
Peace Parish in Wheeling. 

The visits of the Silver 
Rose are rosary-centered 
occasions for Knights, pa-
rishioners and commu-
nity members to pray for 
respect for life, for the 
spiritual renewal of each 
nation, and for the ad-
vancement of the message 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
the Knights’s website 
states. 

Anticipating its arrival 
in West Virgina, Brian 
Gordon, state deputy of 
the West Virginia Knights 
of Columbus State Coun-
cil, told The Catholic 
Spirit: “The Silver Rose is 
offered to the people of 
West Virginia by the 
Knights of Columbus as           
a sign of hope. This pil-
grimage is our way of 
sharing the message of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe  
and promoting respect  
for life.” 

Courtesy photos 
At right, the Silver Rose and an image of Our Lady of Gua-

dalupe are shown at Our Lady of Peace Church in Wheeling 
during a prayer gathering. Below, the Silver Rose is shown at 

Our Lady of Peace. The church was one of nine West Vir-
ginia parishes that hosted or will host the Silver Rose with a 

local Knights of Columbus council.  



4 The Catholic Spirit August 7, 2026

Pope...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

the audience inside instead 
of St. Peter’s Square; ho-
wever, this time it was held 
in St. Peter’s Basilica rather 
than in the Paul VI Hall.  As 
he processed to the altar, he 
stopped to shake hands 
with attendees and bless 
babies and rosaries. 

Continuing his series on 
the documents of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council, Pope 
Leo reflected on ‘Sacro-
sanctum Concilium,’ the 
Constitution on the lit-
urgy. He said “it is the Holy 
Spirit who teaches us to 
pray,” and that Christians 
unite themselves with 
Christ in offering praise 
and thanksgiving to God 
through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Bound to the Eucharist, 
the Liturgy of the Hours 
sanctifies the rhythm of the 

day, the pope said, begin-
ning with morning prayer, 
continuing at midday and 
evening, and ending with 
night prayer as the faithful 
entrust themselves to God’s 
peace.  

“Each hour is an act of 
hope,” he said. 

The Liturgy of the Hours 
is the church’s official daily 
prayer, consisting of 
psalms, Scripture readings, 
hymns and prayers recited 
at designated times 
throughout the day. Pope 
Leo said the tradition of 
prayer is “no longer passed 
on” even in many Chris-
tian families, even though 
prayer is a “fundamental 
dimension of our human-
ity.” 

In societies “dominated 
by an efficiency-driven and 
consumerist mindset,” 
prayer can seem “pointless 
and trivial,” the pope said. 
In a world “where science 

and technology claim to 
provide all the answers,” he 
added, prayer may appear 
to be a form of escapism. 

“Brothers and sisters, 
may we find the spiritual 
nourishment necessary on 
our earthly pilgrimage by 
joining with the whole 
Church in her liturgical 
prayer as we await the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” the pope said in his 
greeting to English-speak-
ing pilgrims. 

“Far from avoiding the 
world and its needs, all 

prayer, especially in the en-
tire liturgy, is the essential 
dimension of our human-
ity,” he added. 

The pope’s encourage-
ment comes after the Vati-
can approved a new Eng-
lish-language edition of the 
Liturgy of the Hours in No-
vember 2025. After 13 
years, the U.S. bishops pro-
duced a translation that 
more closely reflects the 
original Latin texts. The 
first volume is expected to 
be released ahead of Lent 
2027. 

In his greeting to 
French-speaking pilgrims, 
Pope Leo encouraged those 
on summer vacation to 
deepen their interior life by 
spending more time with 
the Lord in prayer. Even lei-
sure and rest, he said, “be-
long to him” and “can be 
sanctified by his presence.” 

1 Fourteenth Street,  
Wheeling, WV 26003 

 304-233-2270 
 Stop in or call us today!

Food service Equipment, 

Supplies, Disposables, 

Janitorial and more

111 Years

https://www.kofc.org/en//index.html
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Courtesy photo 
A statue of St. Peter shines by newly-installed, solar-powered lights on the grounds of St. Peter Church in Welch. In an Aug. 3 post on Facebook, parish officials said 
the statue was recently painted. “Gratitude and appreciation to the help and service of Gregory Roope and Cameron Godfrey,” parish officials said in the post.

St. Peter Statue Shines in Welch
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Kids Enjoy Vacation Bible School 
Fun at Bluefield Parish 

Vacation Bible School brought the rainforest to life for chil-
dren at Sacred Heart Parish in Bluefield. The fun was held 
in July and helped kids learn about God’s creation. They 

made crafts and sand art and danced the limbo, among other  
activities. Here are a few photos of the fun. Courtesy photos 
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Click here for information

https://dwc.org/directory-listing/permanent-diaconate-formation-office-of/2275/
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By Katarzyna Szalajko 
WARSAW, Poland (OSV News) — Two pre-

viously unknown sermons by St. Augustine have been 
identified in a 12th-century manuscript preserved in 
Poland, giving scholars a rare new window into the 
mind of one of Christianity’s greatest theologians 
more than 1,600 years after he preached them. 

The discovery was made in a 12th-century manu-
script preserved at the diocesan library in Pelplin in 
northern Poland after nearly two years of research by 
scholars from Germany and Austria. The sermons, to 
be published in a critical edition by the end of 2026, 
address Saul’s encounter with the Medium of Endor in 
the Book of Samuel. 

The manuscript had long been catalogued in the 
library’s collection, but no one had studied it in depth 
before the recent collaboration with scholars from 
Germany and Austria, Father Jan Walkusz, director of 
the diocesan library in Pelplin, told OSV News. 

“Only the recent research by scholars from Bad Do-
beran, Würzburg and Vienna showed that the manu-
script contains two previously unknown sermons by 
the Bishop of Hippo,” the priest said. 

 
How the careful academic 

 research started 
 
The story began with a phone call. 
“In 2024 I was approached by Paul Nebauer from 

Bad Doberan ... who had found a medieval manu-
script with sermons attributed to Augustine in the di-
ocesan library of Pelplin,” Christian Tornau, a Latin 
scholar and professor at Julius-Maximilians-Universi-
tät Würzburg, told OSV News. 

“He asked me for help with the identification and 
translation of the texts,” the professor said. 

Nebauer, a member of the Bad Doberan Monastery 
Association, has spent years tracing medieval manu-
scripts from the former Cistercian abbey. Its library 
was destroyed during the Thirty Years’ War in the 17th 
century. 

During research visits to Pelplin in 2024 and 2025, 
Nebauer identified six manuscripts that clearly origi-
nated from Bad Doberan. One volume immediately 
drew his attention. 

“At first, the brief table of contents offered little in-
sight into the content,” Nebauer told OSV News. “It 
was only the keywords ‘Phytonissa’ and ‘Resuscitatio 
Samuelis’ that drew my attention to the biblical story 
of the Witch (Medium) of Endor.” 

In the first Book of Samuel, chapter 28, King Saul 
consults a medium who summons the prophet Sam-
uel before his final battle with the Philistines. The epi-
sode has long challenged Christian interpreters be-
cause it appears to show a medium exercising power 
over one of God’s prophets. 

Nebauer “found the text very unusual — words 
like that from St. Augustine?” he recalled. Recognizing 
that the manuscript required expert analysis, he con-
tacted Tornau. The 12th-century manuscript was co-
pied at Bad Doberan, possibly from a now-lost manu-
script at Amelungsborn Abbey. 

 
Two new sermons never  

before identified  
 

Father Walkusz said the manuscript reached Pel-
plin through the Cistercian monks. When monks 
from Bad Doberan established a daughter abbey in 
Pelplin in the 13th century, “it was customary for Cis-
tercians to equip the new community with the neces-
sary liturgical and theological books,” he told OSV 
News. “That is how this volume containing St. Augus-
tine’s sermons, together with other manuscripts from 
Bad Doberan, came to Pelplin.” 

Of the six sermons preserved in the manuscript, 
four were already known to scholars, while two had 
never been identified. 

“We were fascinated, of course, by the idea of hav-
ing found new sermons of Augustine,” Tornau told 

OSV News, “but soon turned skeptical because at some 
places the sermons did not seem to read like Augus-
tine.” The team, joined by scholars Dorothea Weber 
and Clemens Weidmann of Corpus Scriptorum Eccle-
siasticorum Latinorum — Corpus of Latin Ecclesiasti-
cal Writings in English, or CSEL, in Vienna — spent 
nearly two years transcribing and analyzing the texts, 
including during a 2025 summer school with about 20 
specialists. 

“Our final verdict that they are indeed authentic is 
the result of continuous philological work over almost 
two years,” Tornau said. 

The scholars based their conclusion on liturgical, 
linguistic and theological evidence pointing consis-
tently to St. Augustine’s authorship. Clemens Weid-
mann of CSEL, who also worked on the edition, said 
the manuscript’s attribution to St. Augustine was only 
the starting point. “This alone, however, is not 
enough to prove Augustine’s authorship because 
many inauthentic sermons are attributed in manu-
scripts to him falsely,” he told OSV News. 

“As the preacher is thus indistinguishable from Au-
gustine, we found it methodically safe to accept Au-
gustine’s authorship rather than to invent an anony-
mous ‘pupil’ or ‘follower,’” Tornau told OSV News. 
“No disciple, no author of later times would have been 
so familiar with Augustine’s style and thinking to 
compile an ‘Augustinian sermon’ by putting together 
so many stylistic features found across his writings,” 
Weidmann told OSV News. 

 
Cultural and religious riches of the 

 Pelplin collection 
 
Father Walkusz said that the discovery also high-

lights the significance of the Pelplin collection itself. 
“The discovery of these sermons proves beyond doubt 
that the carefully preserved collections in Pelplin con-
ceal enormous cultural and religious riches, accessible 
to researchers from around the world,” he told OSV 
News. 

“New discoveries of works from Late Antiquity are 
always a sensation,” Weber, a retired professor and 
longtime Augustine scholar with CSEL, told OSV 
News. The newly identified sermons also offer an un-
usually personal glimpse of St. Augustine as a 
preacher, she emphasized. 

“It is extremely fascinating to see how Augustine 
explained to the congregation why he did not have a 
chance to prepare for the Bible passage he was sup-
posed to preach on,” Weber told OSV News. “He ini-
tially tried to buy some time to organize his thoughts, 
and yet, despite improvising, he achieved his typical 
stylistic brilliance and a clear structure in his complex 
argumentation,” she said. 

Hidden for Centuries: How Newly Identified 
St. Augustine Sermons Were Found

OSV News photo/Public Domain, Los Angeles County Museum of Art 
This is a 17th-century painting of St. Augustine by artist 
Philippe de Champaigne. The saint lived in the years A.D. 
354-430 and is considered a Church father and doctor 
of the Church.

See  “Sermons” on Page 10



10 The Catholic Spirit August 7, 2026

Sermons...  
Cont’d from Page 9 

The sermons focus on one of the 
most debated episodes in the Old Testa-
ment. According to Tornau, ancient 
Christian interpreters generally pro-
posed two explanations for Saul’s en-
counter with Samuel. Either God per-
mitted the prophet to appear despite 
the medium’s actions, or Saul was de-
ceived by an evil spirit impersonating 
Samuel. Rather than insisting that only 
one interpretation is correct, St. Augus-
tine carefully considers both. 

 
What St. Augustine discusses  

in the sermons  
 
“In the new sermons, Augustine dis-

cusses both options with pros and cons 
and concludes that they are both ac-
ceptable because neither is against 
Christian faith,” Tornau told OSV 
News. 

“This openness for divergent inter-
pretations of scripture is characteristic 
of Augustine in general.” 

Weber said that approach distin-
guishes St. Augustine from many other 
early Christian writers. “Augustine 
aims not at prescribing a single ‘correct’ 
interpretation, but rather at exploring 
the range of possible interpretations 

that remain within the framework of 
the doctrine of the Church,” she said. 
“There are not many of Augustine’s ser-
mons that take such a systematic ap-
proach to an exegetical problem and 
thus demand a high level of intellectual 
engagement from the audience.” 

Nebauer believes that openness is 
precisely what makes the newly discov-
ered sermons relevant today. “The sub-
ject of the ‘Witch of Endor’ poses a chal-
lenge for belief in God,” he told OSV 
News. “However, St. Augustine resolves 
the issue very elegantly.” 

“He presents several possible inter-
pretations, refrains from making a final 
judgment, and allows his listeners to 
draw their own conclusions.” The re-
searchers say the most surprising theo-
logical insight appears near the end of 
the newly identified texts. “The most 
remarkable element of the new ser-
mons is the idea that Saul after hearing 
Samuel’s prophecy may have repented 
and been redeemed,” Tornau told OSV 
News. 

“It is indicative of Augustine’s inde-
pendence of mind and his willingness 
to think of everyone, even those who 
appear most evil, as capable of salvation 
through the grace of God,” Tornau told 
OSV News. “This combines intellectual 
honesty and episcopal humility in a re-
markable and very Augustinian way.” 

 Since 1900, West Virginia’s first Knights of                

Columbus Council — Carroll   Council 504 — has been 

committed to  Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and         

Patriotism. 

 

Guided by these Principles, we will  continue to serve 

the parishioners of  St. Michael, St. Vincent de Paul, 

St. Alphonsus, and the Cathedral of St. Joseph, and 

the Wheeling community today and tomorrow. 
 

To learn more and to join us,  
click here

of Wheeling, W.Va.
Carroll Council 504  

https://www.kofc.org/en//index.html
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Focusing onFocusing on
SACRED MOMENTSSACRED MOMENTS

Sunday
September 20, 2026

1 p.m. - 3 p.m. $20 St. Joseph Retreat Center
137 Mount Saint Joseph Road

Wheeling, WV  26003

Presenter:  DANIEL CARON

Daniel Caron is a speaker and
award-winning photographer whose
works have appeared in books,
magazines, juried art exhibits, and
other print and online publications.
When he is not speaking or
photographing, he is caring for a
rescued horse, too many cats, and
two flocks of chickens at his home
in eastern Ohio.

In creation, the sacred is all around us in each
moment. We discover these moments in
everyday experiences that shape our stories. 
During our gathering, we will take time to focus
on the sacred by exploring moments through the
lens of our camera and begin to take notice so
that we may add to our own story. 
This will heighten our awareness and awe,
reminding us that we are never alone.
Beauty and love are more than ephemeral.
These moments shape our lives and transform
our own story.

 Participants are asked to bring their phone or camera to the event.

 Reserve your spot today:
Contact Anna Marie Troiani 

Phone: 304-907-0171 
Email: atroiani@csjoseph.org

Appalachian Music 
 and Story Telling

Join us for Appalachian Mountain dulcimer music!
Featuring traditional folk songs and storytelling!

Maria has shared her passion for history, art, music, and theatre with
audiences of all ages since 1979. She has performed in numerous
productions throughout the region, portraying both historical and
literary figures. Recent roles at Towngate Theatre include Grand
Duchess Olga Katrina in You Can't Take It With You and Lavinia
Penniman in The Heiress. Maria also brings Beatrix Potter to life
through performances for the Beatrix Potter Society. She loves
combining Appalachian Mountain dulcimer music, traditional folk
songs, and storytelling to create engaging programs for all ages.

MARIA MCKELVEY

SAVE THE DATE

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
August 18 , 2026thSt. Joseph Retreat

Center Porch
137 Mount St. Joseph Road

Wheeling, WV  26003

VENUE :

Donations Welcome

 Reserve your spot today:
Contact Anna Marie Troiani 

Phone: 304-907-0171 
Email: atroiani@csjoseph.org

If you have photos of caterpillars,
butterflies, or moths that you need
identified, bring them and Heather
will most likely be able to do that
for you. 

Butterfly life cycle kits will be
available for sale so you may enjoy a
personal experience at home.

The Secret Lives of Butterflies

Did you know butterflies
have personalities? Yes!
Even the caterpillars do
quirky things.

Butterflies are no exception
when it comes to having
preferences and particular
interests. 

Heather Tokas will present a
slide show of interesting
photos encompassing the
entire life cycle of butterflies
while talking about her
experiential wisdom gained
over the last 50 years.

Speaker Heather Tokas, the founder of West Virginia Monarch Butterfly
Day (Sept.12th) is an award-winning international speaker and
entrepreneur. She is the first and only butterfly farmer in West Virginia.
Born in Wheeling, graduate of Bethany College in social work, Heather is
also the founder of metaStone: a healing group located in Wellsburg, WV.

September 8, 2026
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p. m. St. Joseph Retreat Center

Wheeling, WV

Cost:
$15

Reserve your spot today!
Contact Anna Marie Troiani at 304-907-0171

or email at: atroiani@csjoseph.org
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This past winter, a family in Mineral County faced the
very real possibility of losing heat in their home. For a
multi-generational household already managing serious
health challenges, the loss of gas service would have
made daily life unsafe.

The grandfather had recently lost his job and spent more
than a month in the hospital, where he underwent a
major surgery. His spouse had also lost her income
earlier in the year and was still searching for work. Living
with them is their granddaughter, who cares full-time for
her infant son. Born months early, he depends on
specialized medical equipment and constant attention.

Without gas service, the family would have had no heat,
no hot water, and no way to cook. The situation was
becoming urgent.

Join in Our Mission to 
Reduce Poverty in West Virginia

A Family Kept Warm

www.ccwva.org/get-
involved/donate/donate

-online

At a critical moment, a gas company representative encouraged the family to reach out
to Catholic Charities West Virginia. Through the Romney office, support came together
quickly. Funding from a special assistance program, a grant from Potomac Highlands
United Way, and a contribution from a local community partner made it possible to
keep their gas service connected.

For this family, it meant more than restored service. It meant stability during a difficult
time and the ability to safely care for one another at home.

They shared their gratitude as first-time clients, but their story is also a reminder of
what can happen when a community responds together.
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dwc.org/csadwc.org/csadwc.org/csa

Through prayer, service, & generosity, 
we become the hands of Christ.

Through prayer, service, & generosity, 
we become the hands of Christ.

Faith in ActionFaith in Action  Faith in Action 
Starts with YouStarts with YouStarts with You

Make your gift to theMake your gift to theMake your gift to the
Catholic Sharing Appeal today!Catholic Sharing Appeal today!Catholic Sharing Appeal today!
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Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de menores: 
La diócesis de Wheeling-Charleston te exhorta a denunciar cualquier delito ante las 

autoridades civiles.  Para realizar una denuncia en contra de cualquier obispo en todos 
los Estado Unidos, favor de reportarlo en la página web www.repostbishopabuse.org. Y 
si, además, existen motivos para creer que un obispo ha cometido alguna conducta sex-
ual inapropiada favor de comunicarse con las autoridades civiles de la jurisdicción cor-
respondiente y también puede realizar un reporte en la página web antes mencionada. 
Para informar a las autoridades civiles:  comuníquese con la policía local; los nú-
meros varían según su ubicación.  Si considera que alguien está en peligro inmediato, 
favor de llamar al 911.  Para informar de forma confidencial sobre cualquier sospecha 
de abuso o negligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual, favor de comunicarse con la Ofi-
cina de Servicios de Protección Infantil de Niños y Familias de West Virginia, llamando 
a la línea directa de abuso infantil al 1-800.352.6513.   Para informar a las autori-
dades diocesanas: La diócesis exhorta a informar primeramente a las autoridades civ-
iles correspondientes, cuando la denuncia incluye un delito, y también alienta a informar 
a las autoridades eclesiásticas correspondientes. Para reportar casos sospechosos de abuso 
sexual de menores por parte del personal de la Diócesis de Wheeling-Charleston, comu-
níquese directamente con la diócesis a los teléfonos 1.888.434.6237 o 304.233.0880 para 
hablar con cualquiera de las siguientes personas asignadas:  Sr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Sr. 
Tim Bishop, ext. 353; y si desea hablar en español con Sor Martha Gómez, ext. 264. Tam-
bién puede llamar a la Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la diócesis al 304.230.1504 o a la 

línea directa de abuso sexual de la diócesis al   833.230.5656.  Los formularios de quejas 
están disponibles en línea en la página web www.dwc.org, favor de hacer clic en "Diócesis" 
en la barra de menú, luego en "Oficinas”, en "Ambiente seguro" y en "Descargar archivos 
y formularios". El formulario se titula "Formulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sex-
ual de menores". El formulario se puede enviar por correo en Estados Unidos a: Office 
of Safe Environment, Diocesis of Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 
26003. Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Víctimas de la Diócesis: 
Favor de llamar a Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, al 304.559.6742. Además de las vías men-
cionadas anteriormente para denunciar el abuso sexual, la diócesis se ha asociado con 
la compañía Navex Global que ofrecer la plataforma EthicsPoint para informar cualquier 
inquietud adicional, como sospecha de mala conducta financiera, profesional y personal 
de un sacerdote, diacono, religioso, o empleado laico de la diócesis o cualquier parroquia 
o escuela católica en West Virginia.  Puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint a través 
de la página web www.dwc.org, en “Rendición de cuentas”, luego “Informar mala con-
ducta” o llamando al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es una herramienta de denuncia con-
fidencial y anónima, ellos se encargarán de transmitir su denuncia directamente a las 
autoridades civiles y a las autoridades diocesanas correspondientes, y lo más importante 
al denunciar a través de ellos, la identidad de la persona que denuncia está protegida.   En-
laces e información:  Departamento de Salud y Recursos Humanos de WV: 
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policía Estatal de Virginia Occidental, Unidad de 
crímenes contra a menores: 304-293-6400. 

En Español
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304-547-1800

Courtesy photos 
Bishop Emeritus Mark Brennan celebrated Mass at the Italian Festival at Heritage Port in Wheeling and then bought lunch for his altar servers — Levi Rine and Luca 
Benson.  

Celebrating Italian Heritage 
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