
WHEELING — Wheeling 
University opened the new 
academic year Aug. 23 when 
the class of 2028 arrives – a 
new student group that is 15 
percent larger than a year ago. 

That day, the university of-
ficially welcomed 280 new 
students to the campus, who 
come to Wheeling from 26 
states and 28 countries. This 
figure exceeds the enrollment 
goal of 250 new students for 
the upcoming year. 

Jennifer Board, vice pres-
ident of Enrollment, said the 
enrollment team efforts to 
focus on local, regional and 
international students is why 
new student numbers in-
creased for the coming year. 

“Our success this year is a 
tribute to the hard work of the 
admission’s team which 
worked closely with our fac-
ulty and coaches to recruit 
this class. Wheeling Universi-
ty’s personalized approach to 
student recruitment is why 
our enrollment has increased 
again this year,” Board ex-
plained. 

Wheeling’s incoming class 
includes one of the largest 
groups of international stu-
dents in the university’s his-
tory – 68 – which is 19 more 
than the Fall of 2023, said 
Board. 

The international students 
come to the university from: 
Argentina; Bahamas; Ber-
muda; Bosnia & Herzegovina; 
Canada; Columbia; Congo; 
Czech Republic; Dominican 
Republic; Estonia; Ethiopia; 
France; Germany; Ghana; 
Italy; Japan; Luxembourg; 
Nepal; New Zealand;  
Norway; Poland; South Af-
rica; Spain; Sweden; Turkey; 
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By Martina Hart 
CHARLESTON — Clergy and 

laity of local Catholic parishes as 
well as various other churches gath-
ered at the Basilica of the Co-Cathe-
dral of the Sacred Heart on Friday, 
Aug. 23 for a Prayer Service of Re-
membrance and Lament for Those 
Lynched in West Virginia. The 
event had been organized by the 
Dismantling Racism Task Force of 
the West Virginia Council of 
Churches (WVCC).  

On behalf of Bishop Mark Bren-
nan and the people of the basilica 
parish, Very Reverend Donald X. 
Higgs, V.F., rector of the basilica, 
welcomed the participants. He 

quoted the pastoral letter against 
racism issued by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops in 
November 2018, titled “Open Wide 
Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to 
Love” which invited all people of 
faith to conversion. 

“We are called to open our 
minds and hearts to Christ’s love 
for all people and to the experi-
ences of those who have been 
harmed and killed by the evil of rac-
ism,” Father Higgs said. “As Chris-
tians, we are called to listen and 
know the stories of our sisters and 
brothers.”  

In order to be moved to empathy 
and promote justice, he said, we 

must create opportunities to                 
hear, with open hearts, the tragic 
stories that are deeply imprinted on 
the lives of these sisters and 
brothers.  

“We recall some of these stories 
tonight,” Father Higgs concluded, 
“for racism still profoundly affects 
our culture and has no place in the 
Christian heart.”  

Rev. Roberta Smith, president of 
the Charleston Black Ministerial 
Alliance and co-chair of the WVCC 
Dismantling Racism Task Force, led 
the opening prayer and introduced 
the keynote speaker, Jason Bailey, 
esquire, assistant U.S. attorney for 

Basilica Hosts Service of Remembrance and 
Lament for Those Lynched in West Virginia

Martina Hart photo 
The Martin Luther King Jr. Male Chorus performs at the Prayer Service of Remembrance and Lament for Those Lynched in West                  
Virginia at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart Aug. 23.

Wheeling 
University 
Exceeds 
Enrollment 
Goal

See “Remembrance” on Page 3

‘An Incredibly Blessed Weekend’ 
in Keyser, Page 5

Feeding Hope: The Grab n’ Go Lunch Program at 
Catholic Charities West Virginia, Page 11
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To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Diocese 
of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost 
if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing www.reportbishop-
abuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If you have reason to believe 
that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct or has interfered with an inves-
tigation into sexual misconduct, please contact civil authorities in the applicable 
jurisdiction and visit www.reportbishop abuse.org. To Report to Civil Au-
thorities: Contact your local law enforcement: numbers will vary based on 
your location. If you believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confi-
dentially report any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual 
abuse, contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective 
Services  by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. You may report 
anonymously to this hotline if you prefer. To Report to Diocesan Authorities:  
The diocese encourages reporting to the appropriate civil authorities first and fore-
most if a crime has been committed. The diocese also encourages reporting to the 
appropriate church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of chil-
dren by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact 
one of the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264. You may 
also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. You may also 
call the Diocese’s sexual abuse hotline at 833.230.5656. Additional methods of re-
porting are available at www.dwc.org, under “Accountability.” Complaint forms 
are available online at www.dwc.org, click “Diocese” on the menu bar, then “Of-
fices,” then “Safe Environment”, then “Download Files and Forms.” The form is 
titled “Complaint Form for Allegations of Sexual Abuse of a Minor.” The form may 
be returned via U.S. mail to: Office of Safe Environment, Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. To Report to the Diocese’s Vic-
tim Assistance Coordinator: please call Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, at 
304.559.6742.  In addition to the  methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse, 
the Diocese also has  partnered with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform 
to report other, additional concerns, such as suspected financial, professional, and 
personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee of the Diocese 
or any Catholic parish or school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be 
accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or 
by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting system that reports 
to civil authorities where applicable  and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of 
the  person reporting is protected. Links  and information: WV Department of 
Health and Human Resources: https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. West Virginia 
State Police, Crimes Against Children Unit: 304-293-6400. 
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Sexual Abuse Awareness Training 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops requires all Dioceses/Eparchies have a 

Safe Environment Program for the protection of children and young people.  In ac-
cordance with these requirements, the  Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe Envi-
ronment Program consists of the following components for persons seeking employ-
ment or to volunteer, directly or indirectly, with children: background check; receipt 
of the Diocese’s Policy Relating to Sexual Abuse of Children; and sexual abuse aware-
ness training for adults. Sexual abuse awareness training may be completed  online 
or via live workshop. For more  information , go to www.dwc.org, click “Diocese”, 
then “Offices,” then “Office of  Safe  Environment.” 
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The Catholic Spirit’s Print Schedule for 2024

Exaltation of the Holy Cross  
Feast Day, September 14 
The Catholic Spirit publication date 
for this issue is September 6  
Our Lady of the Rosary  
Memorial, October 7 
The Catholic Spirit publication date 
for this issue is October 4   

Advent  
First Sunday of Advent, December 1 
The Catholic Spirit publication date 
for this issue is November 29  
Christmas 
Feast Day, December 25 
The Catholic Spirit publication date 
for this issue is December 20

This is the new print publication schedule for The Catholic Spirit. Each 
print issue is named for a memorial, feast day, or celebration of the Church 
within the month of publication. The following provides the name of the 
issue; the date of the memorial, feast day, or celebration; and the publication 
date of the issue. 

(Digital issues will continue to be published by date every Friday, de-
livered by e-mail and posted on thecatholicspiritwv.org)

for the Mid-Ohio Valley

Weekly, general recovery meetings
for all addictions, compulsions and unhealthy attachments

every Monday at 7 pm
St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church

in the parish hall
2500 Dudley Ave., Parkersburg

CatholicInRecoveryMOV12@gmail.com * (681) 229-7220
https://CatholicInRecovery.com/

Advertise with The Catholic Spirit 
E-mail crowan@dwc.org

dwc.org/CSAdwc.org/CSA
Click the Link to Donate Today!

Help lead young people to Christ & His Church
by supporting the Catholic Sharing Appeal

Gifts to the CSA help young people experience His
immense love at Camp Carlo Acutis Youth Camp

https://csa.dwcministries.org
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Remembrance...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

the Southern District of West Virginia. Bailey 
outlined legislative measures, resultant from 
the efforts of civil rights activists, that promote 
racial equality, from the first hate crime laws 
passed by Congress in the aftermath of the Civil 
War, following the abolition of slavery, to the 
Civil Rights Act in 1964 and finally the Emmett 
Till Antilynching Act, signed into law in 2022. 
He added that already in 1921 West Virginia had 
passed an antilynching law designed to end the 
practice within its borders while also offering fi-
nancial compensation for the families of lynch-
ing victims. 

“Many of the challenges that necessitated 
the Civil Rights Act in 1964 are still with us,” he 
continued. “This underscores the absolute need 
for and importance of events like this even-
ing’s.” 

Bailey described his personal experience of 
growing up white in mainly white environ-
ments.  

“It becomes my responsibility as a member of 
our collective society to educate myself and 
those like me about aspects of our state’s and 
country’s histories of which I was totally and 
still remain partially ignorant,” he said and 
listed ways to raise awareness. “I’ve read count-
less books by Black authors to educate myself on 
racial injustice and the systemic racism that has 
plagued this country for far too long,” he said. 
“Structural inequalities that span the areas of 
criminal justice, healthcare, education, hous-
ing, voting rights, employment, and the list 
goes on.”  

He has had frank conversations with friends 
and acquaintances about their experience as a 
black man or woman. He calls out hate and               
discrimination when he sees or hears it and           
uses his position to seek justice for those vic-
tims.  

“I appreciate the opportunity to be here with 
you all, to remember and honor those who lost 
their lives to lynching in West Virginia, and to 
continue reflecting on what I and what we all 
can do to ensure that West Virginia’s best days 
still lie ahead.”  

Deborah Larimer and Azita Misaghi of the 
Baha’i faith community of Charleston read the 
names of the 49 persons who had been lynched 
in the area now comprising West Virginia be-
tween 1808 and 2001. For each name read, Rev. 
Kay Albright, health equity case manager of 

Covenant House and WVCC secretary, tolled a 
bell, the replica of a railroad bell, meant to share 
the spirit of those who traveled and aided the 
Underground Railroad.  

Father John Finnell led the congregation in 
reciting prayers of repentance for the sin of rac-
ism. Rev. Jeffrey S. Allen, executive director of 
the WVCC, led the call to commitment, as 
members of different faith communities, to 
stand up against all forms of racism and contrib-
ute to reconciliation.  

The program was interspersed by musical        
selections, contemporary and traditional    
African-American gospel music, performed     
by the Martin Luther King Jr. Male Chorus. 
Based in Charleston, the chorus consists of 
clergy and lay men from 26 denominationally 
different congregations from Hurricane to Oak 
Hill.  

Following the prayer service, participants en-
joyed fellowship and refreshments in the Basil-
ica’s Msgr. P. Edward Sadie Gathering Space.  

Martina Hart photo 
Deborah Larimer, right, and Azita Misaghi of the Baha’i faith community of Charleston read the names of the 49 
persons who had been lynched in the area now comprising West Virginia between 1808 and 2001. Rev. Kay Albright, 
health equity case manager of Covenant House and WVCC secretary, tolls a bell, the replica of a railroad bell, 
meant to share the spirit of those who traveled and aided the Underground Railroad.  
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Goal...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

United Kingdom; Vene-
zuela; and Zimbabwe. Ad-
ditionally, the largest 
number of domestic stu-
dents hail from Ohio (58), 
Pennsylvania (26) and West 
Virginia (19), Board noted. 

Wheeling University 
Chief Operations Officer, 
Dianna Vargo, Ed.D., of-
fered her thanks to the fac-
ulty, coaches and adminis-
trators who helped the Ad-
missions’ Office enroll this 
class. 

“We are excited to offi-
cially welcome this class        
to Wheeling University. 
Throughout the weekend, 
members of the campus 
community will introduce 
our new Cardinals to our 
campus, our mission and 

the greater Wheeling area,” 
Vargo explained. “This is a 
diverse class that comes to 
the university from local 
high schools, as well as 
from institutions across the 
country and from around 
the world – one student has 
traveled from New Zealand 
to be part of this commu-
nity. We wish our new and 
returning students great 
success in the classroom 
this year.”  

To keep private, Catho-
lic education affordable for 
families, Wheeling Univer-
sity did not increase tuition 
this year. Vargo said tuition 
has remained the same at 
Wheeling since 2018. 

Friday afternoon, the 
university community wel-
comed and celebrated the 
new class during the New 
Student Convocation. The 

convocation marks the of-
ficial start of the academic 
year where faculty and ad-
ministration formally ac-
cept the new students into 
the university’s learning 
community. 

Saturday, the class par-
ticipated in the university’s 
annual Make a Difference 
Day, where the new stu-
dents undertake service 
projects around the cam-
pus and throughout the 
city of Wheeling. The stu-
dents worked at the follow-
ing places Saturday morn-
ing: Catholic Charities 
Neighborhood Center; 
Ohio County Solid Waste 
Authority; Volunteer 
Wheeling (clean up at 
Wheeling Island) Wheeling 
Soup Kitchen; and Wheel-
ing University campus. 

“Make a Difference Day 

is an annual tradition that 
introduces our new stu-
dents to the university’s 
mission and helps them 
better understand what it 
means to be a person in 
service to others,” said Mi-
chael Kochka, dean of Stu-
dent Affairs. “This special 
day also gives our students 
the chance to learn more 
about the city and bond 
with classmates before the 
start of classes.” 

The start of the 2024-25 
academic year brings the 
addition of three women’s 
athletic programs – acro-
batics and tumbling, la-
crosse and rugby. 

“Wheeling University is 
pleased to reinstate our 
women’s lacrosse program 
and start two NCAA emerg-
ing sports for women, acro-
batics and tumbling and 
rugby this Fall. It is impor-

tant that we continue to 
grow and expand opportu-
nities for our students that 
align with our university’s 
mission, vision and values, 
while sponsoring sports 
that fit well with our 
Mountain East Conference 
mantra, ‘providing oppor-
tunity and pursuing excel-
lence,’” said Carrie Hanna, 
director of Athletics. 

All classes at Wheeling 
University began Monday, 
Aug. 26. 

Courtesy photos 
In the above photos, new students at Wheeling University arrive for the new academic year Aug. 23. The university welcomed 280 new students from 26 states and 28 
countries. This figure exceeds the enrollment goal of 250 new students for the upcoming year.

Foodservice Equip-
ment, Supplies, Dis-
posables, Janitorial 

and more

1 Fourteenth Street,  
Wheeling, WV 26003 

 304-233-2270 
 Stop in or call us today!

 JOHNSON
BOILER WORKS, INC

53 Marshall St.
Benwood, WV 26031

(304) 232-3070
Steam Boiler Repairs

Lou W. Nau, Inc.
69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling       Phone (304) 242-6311

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!

louwnau.doitbest.com

We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
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CHARLESTON— Family Adoration 
will begin at St. Agnes Parish in Charles-
ton on Saturday, Sept. 7, at 10 a.m. and 
will continue each First Saturday after 
that. This will be 30 minutes of Adoration 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament “directed 
specifically towards the youngest 
members of our community,” parish offi-
cials said. 

Interested families can contact Aisling 
Whelan at aislingterese@gmail.com for 
more information and to receive updates.  

At the request of some members of St. 
Agnes, the parish will also start up an ex-
tended period of adoration on Fridays 
starting at 6 p.m. and continuing until 
midnight.  

“We need at least two people signed up 
for each 30-minute time slot. Please see 
the sign-up sheet in the back and prayer-
fully consider committing to one or more 
time slots so that we can offer Adoration 
to the community for this extended 
period of time!” parish officials said.

Family Adoration and Extended 
Adoration to Begin at Charleston’s 
St. Agnes Parish 

Nancy Starcher photo 
“What an incredibly blessed weekend we had celebrating our parish’s Sesquicentennial Jubilee!” officials at Assumption Parish in Keyser said. “From the opening 
Mass honoring our deceased parishioners, to the Fun Fair enjoyed by those of all ages, to the Jubilee Mass celebrated by the Most Rev. Mark Brennan, and ending 
with the spectacular dinner and program that followed, it was a most appropriate way to honor our past and celebrate our Catholic faith and fellowship!” The be-
ginning of the Mass is pictured above with the bishop and clergy processing to the altar.

WHEELING—The Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheeling 
will begin the annual Infant Jesus of Prague Novena on Mon-
day, Sept. 9 at 7 p.m. with Bishop Mark Brennan as the homi-
list for the first evening.  

The Novena is prayed on nine consecutive Monday even-
ings concluding on Nov. 4. Each week will feature Exposition 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament, a reflection by a guest priest, 
music, and prayers to the Infant of Prague.  

“This year’s Novena is especially significant as we embark 
on the Year of Mission for the National Eucharistic Revival. 
Our theme, ‘Bringing Others to Christ,’ will guide the reflec-
tions each week, offering a powerful opportunity to grow in 
your own faith and to be a light for others,” parish officials 
said. 

 Everyone is invited to attend this beautiful devotion.

Infant of Prague Novena 
Begins at Cathedral Sept. 9

‘An Incredibly Blessed Weekend ’ in Keyser
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Parish Administration &
Collaborative Education

P.A.C.E.
C O N F E R E N C E

OCT 16-17

2024
St. John XXIII Pastoral Center, Charleston

Look for more information/registration details
to be posted at www.dwc.org

SAVE THE DATE
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By Cindy Wooden, Catholic 
News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The 
best way to ensure evangelization 
is about Jesus and not about one-
self is to spend time in prayer and 
especially in Eucharistic adoration, 
Pope Francis told members of the 
Oblates of St. Joseph. 

“Young people do not need us; 
they need God,” the pope told 
members of the order’s general 
chapter during a meeting at the 
Vatican Aug. 26. 

“The more we live in his pres-
ence, the more we are able to help 
them encounter him without un-
necessary protagonism and having 
only their salvation and full happi-
ness at heart,” the pope said. 

People today, but especially 
young people, he said, live in a 
world where what seems to count 
most is what is on the outside: 
one’s appearance, achievements or 
adventures. 

“But a life lived all ‘outside’ 
leaves the inside empty like some-
one who spends all his time on the 
street and lets his home fall into 
disrepair for lack of care and love,” 

the pope said. Instead, “make your 
hearts, your communities (and) 
your religious houses places where 
the warmth of familiarity with God 
and among brothers and sisters can 
be felt and shared.” 

The life of every Christian, but 
especially of a member of a reli-
gious order, must be anchored in “a 
daily ‘being’ with Jesus,” he said. 
“Let’s not delude ourselves: with-
out him we do not stand, none of 
us. We each have our own frailties, 
and without the Lord to sustain us, 
we would not stand.” 

Participating in the sacraments, 
listening to and meditating on 
Scripture and spending time before 
Jesus in the Eucharist are essential 
parts of religious life, he said. 

“I want to emphasize this: 
Sometimes we neglect adoration, 
the prayer of adoration, silence be-
fore the Lord,” Pope Francis said. 
The priests and brothers in the 
order should imitate St. Joseph, 
their patron, and the way he re-
sponded to “the immense gift of 
having the very Son of God made 
man in his home: by being with 
him, listening to him, talking to 

him and sharing with him the life 
of every day.” 

The pope also asked members of 
the general chapter to think about 
their sins and notice how “when 

you fell into sin it was because you 
were not close to the Lord. That is 
always the case. Those who are 
close to the Lord immediately cling 
to him and do not fall.”

Adoration Anchors One’s Life in Jesus, Pope Says

By Cindy Wooden, Cath-
olic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) 
— “Please, let no Christian 
church be abolished directly 
or indirectly: the churches 
are not to be touched,” Pope 
Francis said about a Ukrain-
ian law banning the Russian 
Orthodox Church, which 
President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy signed Aug. 24, Uk-
rainian independence day. 

“I continue to follow 
with sorrow the fighting in 
Ukraine and the Russian 
Federation,” Pope Francis 
told visitors and pilgrims 
gathered in St. Peter’s Square 
Aug. 25 for the recitation of 
the Angelus prayer. 

But, he said, “thinking 
about the legal regulations 
recently adopted in Uk-

raine, a fear arises for the 
freedom of those who pray, 
because those who truly 
pray always pray for every-
one. One does not commit 
evil because one prays.” 

Ukrainian lawmakers ap-
proved a bill Aug. 20 to ban 
the Russian Orthodox 
Church and its affiliates in 
Ukraine. The law requires 
the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church affiliated with the 
Moscow Patriarchate to 
sever all ties with the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church or 
face a process that would 
lead to its disbanding. 

Russian Orthodox Patri-
arch Kirill of Moscow has 
publicly blessed Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s 
war on Ukraine and consis-
tently has expounded the 

“Russian World” or “Russkii 
Mir” ideology, which claims 
Ukraine as part of the reli-
gious, cultural and political 
sphere of Russian influence. 

Speaking at the Vatican 
Aug. 25, Pope Francis said, 
“If someone commits evil 
against his people, he will be 
guilty of that, but he cannot 
have committed evil just be-
cause he prayed.” 

“Let those who want to 
pray be able to pray in the 
church they consider 
theirs,” the pope said. 
“Please let no Christian 
church be abolished directly 
or indirectly: the churches 
are not to be touched.” 

The Religious Informa-
tion Service of Ukraine, 
which was founded at the 
Catholic University of Uk-

raine in Lviv, reported Aug. 
21 that Major Archbishop 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk, head 
of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, said the 
law “is not a ban on the 
church, but a means of pro-
tection from the danger of 
using religion as a weapon.” 

According to the arch-
bishop, RISU wrote, the law 
aims “to protect the reli-
gious environment of Uk-
raine from the instrumen-
talization and militarization 
of religion, which has be-
come characteristic of the 
activities of the Russian Or-
thodox Church in the 
context of war.” 

RISU also quoted Viktor 
Yelensky, head of Ukraine’s 
State Service for Ethnic Pol-
icy and Freedom of Con-

science, as saying that once 
the leadership of the Uk-
rainian Orthodox Church-
Moscow Patriarchate has se-
vered ties with Moscow, it 
could unite with the Ortho-
dox Church of Ukraine, 
which is recognized by the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople, or it could 
determine its own canonical 
status. 

Yelensky said he had 
spoken to Metropolitan 
Onufriy of the Moscow-af-
filiated church, and “I told 
him that we do not demand 
that he join another church. 
I said that we do not de-
mand to switch to a new cal-
endar, etc., that we are only 
talking about severing ties 
with Moscow,” RISU re-
ported.

Pope Expresses Concern about Religious 
Freedom in Ukraine



August 30, 20248 The Catholic Spirit

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’s teaching document on political 
engagement, “Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship,” provides guidance 
to Catholic voters during a presidential 
election year.  

 (OSV News/Courtesy USCCB) 

Click here to read the document
5095 National Road, Triadelphia, WV 

304-907-4027 
www.flooringamericawestvirginia.com

304-547-1800

By Jean Gonzalez, OSV 
News 

ORLANDO, Fla. (OSV 
News) — Florida’s first ex-
ecution of 2024, scheduled 
for Aug. 29, has been 
deemed “hypocrisy” be-
cause the death warrant is 
for a victim of abuse suf-
fered decades ago at a state-
run reform school for boys 
and comes as the state 
agreed to pay compensa-
tion for many of those 
abused at the school. 

Gov. Ron DeSantis 
signed the death warrant 
for Loran Cole, 57, on the 
heels of signing into law a 
measure to divide $20 mil-
lion in compensation 
among survivors of abuse 
that took place at the Ar-
thur G. Dozier School for 
Boys in north Florida be-
tween 1940 and 1975. 

Cole was 17 when he 
was housed at the Dozier 
School for five and a half 
months in 1984, when he 
endured daily beatings that 
resulted in two broken legs 
and being raped by guards. 

Florida’s Catholic 
bishops are among those 
who have implored DeSan-
tis to stay Cole’s execution 
and commute his sentence 
to life without possibility 
of parole. 

Cole was sentenced to 
death in 1995, for the mur-
der of John Edwards, an 18-
year-old Florida State Uni-
versity student. Cole was 
also convicted of robbing, 
raping and kidnapping Ed-
wards’ sister Pam, who was 
with her brother camping 
in the Ocala National For-
est. Cole’s execution war-
rant comes nearly 10 

months after Florida’s last 
execution, which was the 
last of the state’s six execu-
tions carried out in 2023. 
The co-defendant in the 
Edwards murder was given 
life in prison. 

In its 111-year history, 
investigations and former 
students’ accounts have 
chronicled how the Dozier 
School, in both Marianna 
and Okeechobee, was not 
so much a reform school 
but rather a place where 
physical, sexual and men-
tal abuse was rampant. 

In June, DeSantis 
quietly signed a bill — 
without any press present 
and with only a handful of 
Dozier survivors and three 
representatives who spon-
sored HB 21 — to provide 
$20 million in compensa-
tion to abuse victims. 

This followed years of 
investigation, including in 
2008 when then-Gov. 
Charlie Crist directed the 
Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement to investigate 
the Dozier School and the 
deaths alleged there, and a 
federal investigation that 
closed the school in 2011, 
which was under the con-
trol of the Florida Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice. 

One moniker from the 
institution in Marianna 
was the “White House 
Boys,” which according to 
News Service of Florida de-
rived from the white con-
crete building where boys 
were beaten and raped by 
school workers. 

In post-conviction ap-
peals, Cole’s lawyers have 
chronicled the neglect, 
abuse and trauma their 

client experienced and 
argued it changed the en-
tire trajectory of his life and 
led to the commission of 
his crime. Cole’s lawyers 
argued his “post-             
1984 criminal record also 
goes to show the effect that 
life in Dozier had on his 
psyche. That horrible place 
helped create the Loran 
Cole who sits on death row 
today.” 

Cole “was beaten, raped 
and tormented at Dozier,” 
Michael Sheedy, executive 
director of the Florida Con-
ference of Catholic 
Bishops, said in an Aug. 14 
letter to DeSantis on behalf 
of the bishops of Florida. 

“He witnessed torture 
and daily beatings of other 
students. He was once 
forced to clean up the re-
mains of another student 
who died by suicide after 
jumping off a building,” 
Sheedy wrote. “He had his 
legs broken after trying to 
escape. Mr. Cole’s jury 
never heard about the 
physical and mental abuse 
he endured at the hands of 
officers at Dozier.” 

Survivors of Dozier tell 
stories of beatings with 
leather belts, students 
being tied to a bed, stu-
dents being put in dryers, 
forced labor and rape. Var-
ious news reports indicate 
between 80 and 100 chil-
dren died at Dozier, with 
the location of their re-
mains unknown. A grave-
yard near the school has 
several unmarked crosses, 
which survivors believe are 
boys killed by staffers. 

In 2010, while on death 
row, Cole watched a doc-

umentary about Dozier          
and was flooded with mem-
ories of his time there. He 
shared his memories with a 
prison mental health coun-
selor. 

“Never having received 
mental health and trauma 
treatment until his arrival 
on death row in his late 20s, 
Mr. Cole, at age 57, is not 
the same person who com-
mitted the grave crimes         
for which he was con-
victed,” Sheedy stated in 
his letter. 

Maria DeLiberato, ex-
ecutive director of Florid-
ians for Alternatives to the 
Death Penalty, said there 
are a “half dozen other           
men on Florida’s death        
row who survived the abuse 
at Dozier, as well as count-
less others in the Florida 
Department of Correc-
tions.” She described the 
governor’s signing of a 
death warrant on a Dozier 
survivor as “hypocrisy,” 
and said the “state-sanc-
tioned cycle of abuse” must 
stop. 

“Horrifically, shortly be-
fore Loran was released 

from Dozier, he was forced 
to clean up a smattering of 
blood and brain matter 
from another child who 
had jumped off the roof of 
one of the cottages and 
died by suicide,” DeLiber-
ato said. “In passing the 
compensation bill for Doz-
ier survivors, the state of 
Florida recognized its direct 
responsibility for the pro-
found and lifelong impact 
of the horrific torture and 
abuse those men suffered 
there. For the State of Flor-
ida to turn around less than 
a month later and say they 
are justified in killing one 
of those survivors is uncon-
scionable.” 

Before Cole’s scheduled 
execution, Floridians will 
gather across the state to 
pray for him and his vic-
tims, for DeSantis as he 
considers the request to 
stay the execution, “and      
for an end to the death pen-
alty and the cycle of vio-
lence in society,” Sheedy 
said. 

(Jean Gonzalez is edito-
rial/online director for 
Florida Catholic Media.) 

DeSantis Urged to Stay Execution of Inmate Abused 
Decades Ago as Teen at State Reform School 

https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf
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SAINT JAMES THE GREATER, CHARLES TOWN
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Colleen Rowan photo 
Father Lusius Mite, SVD, parochial vicar at St. Michael Parish in Wheeling, blesses catechists, lay leaders, and teachers and administration from the parish school at 
Mass Aug. 25. Earlier that morning, Dr. Petroc Willey, professor of Catechesis at Franciscan University of Steubenville and a consultor for the Pontifical Council for 
the Promotion of the New Evangelization, gave a talk on the importance of catechetical formation of lay faithful in evangelization. The title of Willey’s talk was “An-
nouncing the Good News – God’s Way.”  

Catechists, Catholic School Teachers, and Lay Leaders Receive 
Blessing and Commissioning in Their Ministry
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PRINCETON—In May 2024, 
the Princeton location of Catholic 
Charities West Virginia (CCWVa) 
launched the Grab n’ Go Lunch 
program, thanks to the insight and 
dedication of Southern Regional 
Director Matt Atwood and Program 
Assistant Wendy Wilkerson. Recog-
nizing a critical gap in the commu-
nity’s access to food, Matt and 
Wendy stepped up to fill the void 
left by the local soup kitchen, 
which couldn’t operate daily. 

With a compassionate resolve, 
they decided to offer bagged lunch-
es every Friday—the day the soup 
kitchen was closed. The communi-
ty’s response was overwhelming, 
with an average of 130 lunches 
now being distributed each week. 
Volunteers, including members 
from the nearby Princeton Sacred 
Heart Parish, have joined hands 
with CCWVa staff to support this 
heartfelt initiative. 

“We’re seeing a lot of new faces 
on Fridays,” Atwood shared. “For 
some of the people who come for 
lunch, this is the first time we’ve 
met them. It’s been wonderful to 
make new friends and share infor-
mation about our other programs 
and services.” 

The program pays special atten-
tion to the needs of its recipients. 

Many, including the homeless, re-
ceive shelf-stable food items that 
can be consumed immediately or 
saved for later. Among the regulars 
is a grandmother caring for her ten 
grandchildren, aged 3 to 19. She 
expressed deep gratitude, saying 
the lunches significantly ease her 
financial burden. 

Another familiar face is John, 
who is battling cancer and strug-
gles to leave his home. His friend 
Diane, who picks up the lunches 
for him, remarked, “He looks for-
ward to these lunches every week. 
You guys really brighten his day.” 

On some Fridays, there are 
enough leftover food items to ex-
tend their reach even further. 
Lunches are delivered to Princeton 
Towers, an apartment complex 
serving the elderly and disabled, as 
well as to the dedicated workers at 
the Princeton Rescue Squad and 
Mercer County 911 Center, ex-
pressing gratitude and support for 
their invaluable community serv-
ice. 

The Grab n’ Go Lunch program 
has become more than just a meal 
distribution initiative; it has wo-
ven itself into the fabric of the 
community, nurturing not only 
bodies but also souls, one lunch at 
a time.

Feeding Hope:  
The Grab n’ Go Lunch 
Program at Catholic 
Charities West Virginia

Courtesy photo 
Mary Kelly, SNAP Outreach specialist, and Becky Dillon, volunteer, make sandwiches 
for the lunches.

Courtesy photo 
Wendy Wilkerson, program assistant, makes fresh baked cinnamon rolls for the 
lunches. 

Courtesy photo 
The banner is shown out front promoting the lunches.
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Click here

Corpus Christi Parish & 
School, Wheeling

!!!"#$"%&'()*+,-%&./00123&0405167008'%)04096976700:2;)040<00=804076>96

February 5 - 17, 2025

Scan to 
Travel with Us!

Pilgrimage in the Foots teps of Paul
Greece & Turkiye

Celebrate the Holy Year with Father Leonard Smith on a

www.eocatholic.com
800-247-0017

Celebrate 
Mass Daily

Host:

Father
Leonard
Smith

https://dwc.org/celebrate-five/
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Mount St. Mary’s Seminary 16300 Old Emmitsburg Road, Emmitsburg, MD 21727

Dominic Re Bryan Tedeschi Travis Moger Michael Aiello Nathan Schmidt Christian Davis Andrew Dean

February 10
Birthday:

October 17
Birthday:

June 25
Birthday:

September 16
Birthday:

January 20
Birthday: Birthday:

November 14
Birthday:

October 4

The Pontifical College Josephinum 7625 N High Street, Columbus, OH 43235

Timothy Kawash Peter Russman David Hensler Donvito Cortese Reece Lopatka Sebastian Lasko

July 22
Birthday:

April 16
Birthday:

July 29
Birthday:

August 30
Birthday:

June 5
Birthday:

September 18
Birthday:

Pope St. John Paul II College Seminary 145 Taylor Street NE, Washington, DC
20017

Joe Derico Chris Nelson

February 16
Birthday:

December 4
Birthday:

Pontifical North
American College

00120 Vatican
City State

Europe

Michael J. Tupta

April 24
Birthday:

Pope St. John XXIII
National Seminary
558 South Avenue

Weston, MA 02493

Clifton Mastran

May 1
Birthday:

write to let your seminarians
know you’re praying for them
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Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de ninos: 
La Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston alienta a informar ante las auto-

ridades civiles ante todo si se ha cometido un delito. Tambien alenta-

mos a utilizar www.report bishopabuse.org para hacer un informe 

sobre cualquier obispo en los EE. UU. Si tiene motivos para creer que 

un obispo ha cometido una conducta sexual inapropiada, 

comuniquese con las autoridades civiles de la jurisdiccion correspon-

diente y visite www.reportbishopabuse.org. 
Para informar a las autoridades civiles: comuniquese con la 

policia local; los numeros variaran segun su ubicacion. Si cree que al-

guien esta en peligro inmediato, llame al 911. Para informar confiden-

cialmente cualquier incidencia de sospecha de abuso o negligencia in-

fantil, incluido el abuso sexual, comuniquese con la Oficina de  Ser-

vicios de Proteccion Infantil de Ninos y Familias de West Virginia lla-

mando a la linea directa de abuso infantil al 800.352.6513. Puede in-

formar anonimamente a esta linea directa si lo prefiere. 
Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La diocesis 

alienta a informar a las autoridades civiles apropiadas, ante todo, si se 

ha come- tido un delito. La diocesis tambien alienta a informar a las 

autoridades eclesiasticas apropiadas. Para reportar casos sospechosos 

de abuso sexual de ninos por parte del personal de la Diocesis de  

Wheeling-Charleston a la Diocesis, comuniquese con uno de los sigui-

entes designados al 1.888.434.6237 o 304.233.0880: Sr. Bryan Minor, 

ext. 263; Sr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; o Sor Martha Gómez, ext. 264. Tam-

bien puede llamar a la Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la Diocesis al 

304.230.1504.  Tambien puede llamar a la linea directa de abuso sex-

ual de la Diocesis al 833.230.5656. Los formularios de queja estan dis-

ponibles en linea en www.dwc.org, haga clic en "Diocesis" en la barra 

de menu, luego en "Oficinas", luego en "Ambiente seguro", luego "Des-

cargar archivos y formularios". El formulario se titula "Formulario de 

queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de menores". El formulario se 

puede devolver por correo de EE. UU. A: Office of Safe Environment, 

Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. 
Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas de 

la Diocesis: llame a la Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, al 304.559.6742. 

Ademas de los metodos enumerados anteriormente para denunciar 

el abuso sexual, la Diocesis tambien se ha asociado  con Navex Global 

para ofrecer la plataforma EthicsPoint para informar otras inquietudes 

adicionales, como sospecha de mala conducta financiera, profesional 

y personal de un sacerdote, diacono, religioso, o empleado laico de la 

Diocesis o cualquier parroquia o escuela catolica en West Virginia. Se 

puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint a traves de www.dwc.org, 

en “Rendicion de cuentas”, luego “Informar  mala conducta” o lla-

mando al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es un sistema de informes de 

terceros que  informa a las autoridades civiles cuando corresponda y 

a las autoridades diocesanas, y la identidad de la persona que informa 

esta protegida. Enlaces e informacion: Departamento de Salud y Re-

cursos Humanos de WV: https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia 

Estatal de Virginia Occidental, Unidad de Crimenes contra Ninos: 

304-293-6400.

En Español

Por Cindy Wooden, Catholic 
News Service 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO 
(CNS) — La mejor manera de ase-
gurar que la evangelización sea 
sobre Jesús y no sobre uno mismo 
es pasar tiempo en oración y espe-
cialmente en adoración eucarís-
tica, dijo el Papa Francisco a los 
miembros de los Oblatos de San 
José. 

"Los jóvenes no nos necesitan a 
nosotros ¡necesitan a Dios!", dijo el 
Papa a los miembros del capítulo 
general de la orden durante una re-
unión en el Vaticano el 26 de 
agosto. 

"Cuanto más vivamos en su 
presencia, más capaces seremos de 
ayudarles a encontrarse con él, sin 

protagonismos inútiles y teniendo 
en el corazón únicamente su salva-
ción y su plena felicidad", dijo el 
Papa. 

La gente de hoy, pero sobre todo 
los jóvenes, dijo, viven en un 
mundo donde lo que más parece 
contar es lo que está en el exterior: 
la propia apariencia, los logros o las 
aventuras. 

"Pero una vida vivida toda '             
exteriormente' te deja el interior 
vacío por dentro, como quien             
pasa todo el tiempo en la calle y 
deja que su casa se estropee                    
por falta de cuidado y amor",               
dijo el Papa. En su lugar, "hagan            
de sus corazones, de sus comuni-
dades, de sus casas religiosas, lu-
gares donde se pueda sentir y com-

partir el calor de la familiaridad con 
Dios y entre hermanos y herma-
nas". 

La vida de todo cristiano, pero 
especialmente de un miembro de 
una orden religiosa, debe estar an-
clada en "un ‘estar’ cotidiano con 
Jesús", dijo. "No nos engañemos: 
sin Él no nos sostenemos, ninguno 
de nosotros. Cada uno tiene sus fra-
gilidades, y sin el Señor que nos 
sostenga, no nos mantendríamos 
en pie". 

Participar en los sacramentos, 
escuchar y meditar la Escritura y 
pasar tiempo ante Jesús en la Eucar-
istía son partes esenciales de la vida 
religiosa, dijo. 

"Y sobre esto quiero subrayar: a 
veces descuidamos la adoración, la 

oración de adoración, el silencio 
ante el Señor", dijo el Papa Fran-
cisco. Los sacerdotes y hermanos de 
la orden deben imitar a San José, su 
patrón, y la forma en que respon-
dió al "inmenso don de tener en su 
casa al mismo Hijo de Dios hecho 
hombre: estando con Él, escuc-
hándolo, hablando con Él y com-
partiendo con Él la vida de cada 
día". 

El Papa también pidió a los 
miembros del capítulo general     
que pensaran en sus pecados y se 
dieran cuenta de que "que cuando 
cayeron en el pecado, fue porque 
no estaban cerca del Señor.    
Siempre es así. Quien está cerca del 
Señor se aferra inmediatamente y 
no cae".

La adoración ancla la vida en Jesús, dice el Papa

Durante la celebración del quinto aniver-
sario de la instalación del Obispo Mark Brennan 
como obispo de la Diócesis de Wheeling-
Charleston, hacemos un llamado a todos los 
fieles a celebrar el cinco con 5. Esta es una opor-
tunidad para que conmemoremos el año histó-
rico del Obispo Mark con los regalos que Cristo 
nos enseñó, que eran los más grandes para dar- 
la oración y las obras de misericordia. A lo largo 
del año, los fieles podrán conectarse en línea   
por medio del siguiente enlace:  
https://dwc.org/celebrate-five/ y de esta forma 

regalar sus cinco.  
Regalo de la oración: elija reflejarse con las 

oraciones del Obispo Mark. Sus hábitos diarios 
de oración incluyen rezar el rosario durante sus 
viajes por carretera por las mujeres embarazadas 
y también por el esposo/padre; por las parejas 
comprometidas/recién casadas; por las inten-
ciones de los fieles de la diócesis; y también por 
las Vocaciones al sacerdocio, al diaconado y a la 
vida religiosa. 

Donación de buenas obras/servicio: inspírese 
en su ejemplo, La agencia de Caridades Católi-

cas de West Virginia recopiló los siguiente cinco 
actos de servicio: ser voluntario en su comuni-
dad; escuchar y reunirse con los demás, servir a 
los vulnerables, brindar a otros apoyo espiritual 
y emocional y abogar por la justicia. 

Favor de registrar su regalo en línea a través 
del siguiente enlace: https://dwc.org/celebrate-
five/ 

Para obtener más información, consulte el 
boletín electrónico FaithInWV de esta semana, 
mismo que se encuentra disponible en el sigui-
ente enlace: https://faithinwv.org 

Celebrá el “Cinco con 5” 
Con motivo del quinto aniversario del Obispo Brennan
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Mary’s Refuge Gala, Martinsburg 

Saturday, September 21: Sacred Heart, Chester 5 p.m.  

Saturday, September 28: St. Mary, Petersburg; 4 p.m. 

Sunday, October 6: St. Agnes, Shepherdstown; 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday, October 20: Ascension, Hurricane; 11 a.m. 

Sunday, October 27: All Saints, Bridgeport; 10 a.m. 

Saturday, November 9: St. Peter the Fisherman, Fairmont; 10:30 a.m. 

Saturday, November 16: Sacred Heart, Williamson; 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 19:  St. Anthony, Follansbee; 6 p.m. 

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE – Fall 2024 

Bishop Mark E. Brennan, Celebrant

The Asst. Director for Marriage & Family Life Ministries will be 

responsible for all initiating, planning, implementing and ex-

ecuting all of the diocesan efforts in the areas of Marriage and 

Family Life Ministries, especially as detailed in the Vatican’s “Cat-

echumenal Pathway for Married Life” and the USCCB, “Called to 

the Joy of Love.” 

 

This will include marriage preparation efforts. 

 

Required job qualifications: Three years experience in profes-

sional parish ministry and/or Catholic theology teaching; Cath-

olic Faith; bachelor’s degree in theology, religion, ministry, or 

catechetics, commitment to the Catholic understanding of mar-

riage; excellent communication skills written and oral. 

 

Please submit your resume along with three professional ref-

erences to Daniel Maul at dmaul@dwc.org

Assistant Director for 
Marriage & Family Life 
Ministries

Employment Opprotunity

The Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart located in 
Charleston, West Virginia is looking for a pastoral mu-
sician.  Responsibilities include overseeing the selec-
tion of music for liturgies, substituting for our organ-
ist, directing the choir, cantoring when necessary, pre-
paring worship aids and expanding our current music 
program. Candidates should have a BA degree or 
higher in a music field, or other field, if musically 
trained, excellent organ/keyboard/choral conducting 
skills and vocal technique and be familiar with music 
notation software. A practicing Catholic is preferred 
but not required; candidates must be of the Christian 
faith with willingness to learn about and genuinely 
support others in their Catholic faith. Conversant 
with a variety of liturgical styles including contempo-
rary, classical, and traditional. Must demonstrate a 
commitment to use a blended approach to liturgical 
music that encourages the assembly to sing. Working 
hours are flexible and include weekends and some 
evenings.  Complete job description available upon 
request. Please send résumés to: Bernadette McMasters 
Kime, Office of Worship and Sacraments, PO. Box 230, 
Wheeling, WV 26003 or email bkime@dwc.org 

  
 Résumé submissions will be accepted until the po-

sition is filled. 

Director of Music 
Ministries

Employment Opprotunity
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The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and 
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in 
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional 
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing 
sta昀, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most 
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart 
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the 
only program in West Virginia that o昀ers eight specialized, structural heart 
procedures and is one of the few programs in the United States (and 
the only one in West Virginia) o昀ering cerebral embolic protection during 
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter 
mitral valve replacement.

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based techniques to treat all 
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid 
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

David Michael Campsey MD
Interventional Cardiology

Deepak Hooda MD
Interventional Cardiology

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiology

THE MOST ADVANCED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

OUR TEAM


