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Participating in the Aug. 17 ribbon cutting at St. Joseph Middle School in Martinsburg are, from left, Brandon Angel, district representative 
for U.S. Rep. Alex Mooney, R-W.Va.; Father Thomas Gallagher, pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Martinsburg; St. Joseph School Principal 
Maria Byrd; Elizabeth Webster, president and CEO of the Martinsburg-Berkeley County Chamber of Commerce; Assistant Principal Fran 
Henry; and Martinsburg Mayor Kevin Knowles.

Martinsburg’s St. Joseph School Opens 
New Middle School

See “School” on Page 3

By Meg Partington 
MARTINSBURG — 

More than two centuries lat-
er, the building at 336 S. 
Queen St. is again being uti-
lized for educating young 
minds in the spirit of the 
Gospel.  

When school and city 
leaders cut the blue and gold 
ribbons in front of the struc-
ture’s white columns Aug. 
17, they officially marked 
the opening of St. Joseph 
School’s middle school. Two 
of the floors of the 7,600-
square-foot, four-story 
building are being utilized 
for instruction, office space 
and restrooms. Nearly 100 
students in grades six 
through eight will spend a 
bulk of their academic time 
in the building, as will six 
teachers and an adminis-
trative assistant.  

“The most exciting aspect 
of the project is that it re-
stores what was once the St. 
Joseph School to its original 
design and purpose,” Princi-
pal Maria Byrd said before 
the ribbon-cutting cere-
mony. “It will house our 
middle school students in a 
way that allows them to 
focus on their academics and 
age group, while still being a 
part of the whole school.”  

The youths will go to the 

By Cindy Wooden 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Ac-

knowledging Ukraine’s celebration 
of Independence Day Aug. 24, Pope 
Francis pleaded with thousands of 
visitors at his weekly general au-
dience to keep praying for peace in 
the country. 

Noting that Aug. 24 also is the 

feast of St. Bartholomew, the apos-
tle, the pope entrusted to him 
“dear Ukraine, so harshly tried by 
the war.” 

But then departing from his pre-
pared text and looking directly at 
the crowd in the Vatican audience 
hall, he said: “Brothers and sisters, 
let’s pray for our Ukrainian 

brothers and sisters who are suffer-
ing so much. The war is cruel. So 
many children disappeared, so 
many people dead.” 

According to the Ukrainian gov-
ernment’s “Children of War” web-
site, 503 children had been killed 
as of Aug. 23 and more than 19,500 
children have been forcibly taken 

to Russia. 
“Please,” the pope said, “pray. 

Do not forget tormented Ukraine.” 
Russia launched its large-scale 

invasion of Ukraine in February 
2022. The country had declared its 
independence from the Soviet 
Union in 1991. 

Pope Asks Renewed Prayers for Ukraine on Eve of its Independence Day

See “Pope” on Page 3

Mass and Procession Honor 
St. Rose, Page 4

Catholic Adventures in India, 
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Sister Theresa Metz, CSJ passed 
into eternal life on August 21st sur-
rounded by sister companions at 
Mt. St. Joseph. 

Sister Theresa Metz was the old-
est of 13 children in Weston, W.Va.  
She is preceded in death by her par-
ents, John and Madlyn Loretta 
Metz, an infant brother, John Ber-
nard and two grown brothers, Pat-
rick and Paul Metz.  She is survived 
by ten siblings, and their families. 

Sister Theresa entered the Con-
gregation of St. Joseph on Sep-
tember 8, 1956, from St. Patrick’s 
Parish in Weston, and professed her 
vows on July 31, 1959. She received 
a BS in Education from Duquesne 
University, Pittsburgh, Pa.; an MA 
in Religious Education from Ford-
ham University, New York, N.Y.; 
and Spiritual Direction Certificat-
ion from Pecos Benedictine Monas-
tery, Pecos, N.M. 

Sister Theresa taught in several 
diocesan schools including: Cathe-
dral Grade and Blessed Trinity 
Schools in Wheeling, Saint Thomas 
in Thomas, and Saint Mary in 
Clarksburg. She ministered as the 
Coordinator for Religious Educa-
tion at Immaculate Conception 
and St. James Parishes in Clarks-
burg. She also ministered as Pasto-

ral Associate and Director 
of Ministries at Cathedral 
Parish in Wheeling and 
Sacred Heart Parish in 
Princeton. She also served 
as Patient Family Repre-
sentative at Saint Francis 
Hospital, Charleston. She 
served as a spiritual com-
panion and led parish 
days of reflection and retreats. 
Throughout her years of ministry 
and beyond Theresa enjoyed rich 
friendships and working relation-
ships with many priests from 
around the diocese and for whom 
she always expressed deep grat-
itude. 

Theresa was frequently de-
scribed as “wildly creative, imagi-
native, sweet and very funny”.  She 
was a gifted visual artist, who 
painted and created beauty 
wherever she lived or served. As a 
life-long learner Theresa shared her 
love of books and beauty with 
many others. Friends were often 
gifted with books which she be-
lieved would enrich their lives.   

Always alert to the gifts of 
others, Theresa believed that crea-
tivity is expressed in many ways. 
Through her leadership of the local 
Creativity Committee, she har-

vested the “arts” of the 
sisters and shared them 
with the larger commu-
nity for appreciation and 
recognition. 

These words from 
Sister Theresa give expres-
sion to her heart and pas-
sion.  

“The feast of the 
Blessed Trinity, the loving unity of 
three Persons in one God, reminds 
me of the charism of my commu-
nity, the Congregation of St. Jo-
seph, which is love of God, all per-
sons, and all creation. My lived ex-
perience of religious life and my 
mission have been one of prayer 
and trying to share this mutual love 
with God and all who have accom-
panied me throughout my journey: 
my sisters, family, friends, co-
workers, as well as diocesan, ecu-
menical, and civic groups of which 
I’ve been a part. Unconditional mu-
tual love sounds good, but it does 
not come naturally. During my life 
I have experienced honest struggle 
to love as Jesus does. I also had to 
pray my way through the hard 
times in the same way as Christians 
throughout history had to do. John 
Pierre Medaille, our founder, said 
well how we are able to succeed: ‘I 

am in love with love and let love 
love through me.’ Freedom!” 

“During my life, I have enjoyed 
many wondrous experiences of 
doing part of God’s work: witness-
ing the wonder of children as they 
learned to read, empowering adult 
Catholics to become certified to 
teach religion, trying to create 
communities of love wherever I 
was. It has been a joy to find love in 
my life as I also companioned other 
persons as they discovered God’s 
love in their lives. Gratitude fills 
me!” 

Mass will be celebrated at 11 
a.m. on Friday, August 25, 2023 in 
the Mount St. Joseph Chapel in 
Wheeling. Interment will follow in 
the Sisters of St. Joseph section at 
Mount Calvary Cemetery in 
Wheeling.  

The funeral liturgy is open to the 
public and will also be livestreamed 
via a link on the Altmeyer Funeral 
Home website: www.altmeyer   
funeralhomes.com   

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Congregation of St. Jo-
seph, at 137 Mount St. Joseph Road, 
Wheeling WV, 26003.   

Funeral arrangements by Alt-
meyer Funeral Home, 14th & Eoff 
St., Wheeling. 

To Report Suspected Cases of 
Sexual Abuse of Children: The Di-
ocese of Wheeling-Charleston encour-
ages reporting to civil authorities first 
and foremost if a crime has been com-
mitted. We also encourage utilizing 
www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a 
report about any bishop in the U.S. If 
you have reason to believe that a bishop 
has engaged in sexual misconduct or 
has interfered with an investigation 
into sexual misconduct, please contact 
civil authorities in the applicable juris-
diction and visit www.reportbishop 
abuse.org. 

To Report to Civil Authorities: 
Contact your local law enforce-
ment: numbers will vary based on 
your location. If you believe someone is 
in immediate danger, call 911. To con-
fidentially report any incidence of sus-
pected child abuse or neglect, including 
sexual abuse, contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families’ 
Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. 
You may report anonymously to this 
hotline if you prefer. 

To Report to Diocesan Au-
thorities: The diocese encourages re-
porting to the appropriate civil au-
thorities first and foremost if a crime 
has been committed. The diocese also 
encourages reporting to the appropri-
ate church authorities. To report sus-
pected cases of sexual abuse of children 
by personnel of the Diocese of Wheel-
ing-Charleston to the Diocese, contact 
one of the following designees at 
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. 

Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, 
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may 
also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe En-
vironment at 304.230.1504. You may 
also call the Diocese’s sexual abuse hot-
line at 833.230.5656. Complaint forms 
are available online at www.dwc.org, 
click “Diocese” on the menu bar, then 
“Offices,” then “Safe Environment”, 
then “Download Files and Forms.” The 
form is titled “Complaint Form for Al-
legations of Sexual Abuse of a Minor.” 
The form may be returned via U.S. mail 
to: Office of Safe Environment, Diocese 
of Wheeling- Charleston, PO Box 230, 
Wheeling WV 26003. 

To Report to the Diocese’s          
Victim Assistance Coordinator: 
please call Erin McFarland, M.Ed., 
LPC, at 304.559.6742.  In addition to 
the  methods listed above for reporting 
sexual abuse, the Diocese also has part-
nered with Navex Global to offer the 
EthicsPoint platform to report other, 
additional concerns, such as suspected 
financial, professional, and personal 
misconduct of a priest, deacon, reli-
gious, or lay employee of the Diocese or 
any Catholic parish or school in West 
Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can 
be accessed via www.dwc.org, under 
“Accountability”, then “Report Mis-
conduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. 
EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting 
system that reports to civil authorities 
where applicable and Diocesan au-
thorities, and the identity of the                  
person reporting is protected. Links and 
information: WV Department of 

Health and Human Resources: 
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. 

West Virginia State Police, Crimes 
Against Children Unit: 304-293-6400. 
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Sexual Abuse Awareness Training 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) requires that all 

Dioceses/Eparchies have in place a Safe Environment Program for the protection 
of children and young people.  In accordance with these requirements, the  Di-
ocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe Environment Program consists of the follow-
ing components for persons seeking employment or to volunteer—directly or in-
directly—with children: background check; receipt of the Diocese’s Policy Relat-
ing to Sexual Abuse of Children; and sexual abuse awareness training for adults. 
Sexual abuse awareness training may be completed  online or via live workshop. 
For more  information on the Office of  Safe Environ-ment,please go to 
www.dwc.org, click “Diocese”, then “Offices,” then “Office of  Safe  Environ-
ment.” 
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Pope...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

In his weekly video message, Archbishop 
Sviatoslav Shevchuk of Kyiv-Halych, head of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church, said that 
while Ukrainians “give thanks to the Lord 
God for the precious gift of freedom,” in the 

context of war “we are gaining a deeper un-
derstanding of the meaning of freedom, of 
what it entails to be free individuals, and rec-
ognizing that in order to guarantee the right 
of existence for the Ukrainian people, it is es-
sential to have our own state.” 

“The main pillars for building this state in-
clude respect for human dignity and the pres-

ervation of freedom,” the archbishop said. 
“Freedom is a spiritual category. Being free 

is not limited only to escaping oppression or 
foreign domination,” he said. “True freedom 
involves being free for something. We recog-
nize that the highest form of freedom is man-
ifested in love, in the act of sacrificing oneself 
for God and neighbor.”

School...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

main school building ac-
ross Stephen Street for 
lunch, as well as physical 
education, art, music, 
STEM classes and Spanish.  

“I’m excited to see what 
the Catholic community 
can do for education,” Mar-
tinsburg Mayor Kevin 
Knowles said, noting that 
he and his two brothers, 
who were visiting from out 
of town and attended the 
ceremony, attended Catho-
lic school.  

Standing on the steps 
before the main entrance to 
the building, Brandon 
Angel, district representa-
tive for U.S. Rep. Alex 
Mooney, R-W.Va., noted 
how St. Joseph School has 
stood the test of time. In-
deed, it has.  

The Daughters of Char-
ity from Emmitsburg, Md., 
established St. Joseph 
School on Sept. 4, 1883, in 
a two-story building on 
East Stephen Street. The 
structure was moved to the 
west side of South Queen 
Street in the late 1880s and 
in 1905, a high school was 
added. The wooden build-
ing was replaced in 1913 
with the one that now 
houses the middle school 
and served as the office for 
St. Joseph Catholic Church 
until the renovation began 
in late spring of 2022. The 
high school closed in 1972, 
but that space now serves 
nearly 45 St. Joseph School 
pupils ages 2 months to 2 
years old. In 2000, St. Jo-
seph School’s main build-
ing became the facility at 
110 E. Stephen St. that now 
houses more than 290 stu-
dents ages 3 through fifth 
grade.  

Pat Michel, the opera-
tions and financial officer 

for St. Joseph Parish who 
played a leading role in the 
approximately $360,000 
renovation project, said the 
bulk of the building’s inte-
rior had to be demolished. 
All wiring, plumbing, the 
alarm system, technology 
backbone and bathrooms 
had to be replaced, and the 
heating and air-condition-
ing systems were updated. 
He said all of the class-
rooms have new ceilings, 
floors and paint, plus smart 
boards, storage units and 
shelving.  

“I would like to point 
out that the Diocese (of 
Wheeling-Charleston) was 
kind enough to give us a 
$50,000 grant to assist us in 
this project,” Michel said.  

“The value of this school 
expansion is multifold,” 
Byrd said. “It allows our 
preschool program to be-
come more robust by ex-
panding our infant popula-
tion and bringing more 
preschool classrooms into 
the main building … (and) 
it frees much-needed               
space for reading and math 
intervention, plus teacher 
meetings and student test-
ing.” 

Before blessing the mid-
dle school and letting the 
crowd of staff, local digni-
taries, students and their 
families inside for a tour, 
Father Thomas Gallagher, 
pastor of St. Joseph Parish, 
said it is a privilege to be 
part of the school’s opera-
tions, and “It’s an even 
greater privilege to be here 
to open it back up to stu-
dents.”  

While the nuns and 
priests who founded and 
worked with the school are 
no longer alive, their legacy 
lives on, he said.  

Byrd said the expansion 
also provides an opportu-
nity to share the school’s 

mission with more young 
people.  

 “The addition of the 
Queen Street building pro-
vides a third building to 
our existing campus and it 
allows us to educate more 
children in the spirit of the 
Gospel, instilling Catholic 
values, academic excel-
lence, global awareness and 
service to those in need.” 

Meg Partington Photo 
Among the classrooms on the second floor of the new St. Joseph Middle School is this one, where reli-
gion and English language arts will be taught.  

Meg Partington Photo 
One of the classrooms 
on the first floor of the 
new St. Joseph Middle 
School will be used to 

teach students in 
grades six to eight the 

wonders of science. 

Lou W. Nau, Inc.
69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling       Phone (304) 242-6311

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!

louwnau.doitbest.com

We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
 JOHNSON

BOILER WORKS, INC
53 Marshall St.

Benwood, WV 26031
(304) 232-3070

Steam Boiler Repairs
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By Meg Partington 
CHARLES TOWN —

Perched atop a hefty pedes-
tal, a statue of St. Rose was 
paraded Aug. 19 on the 
grounds of St. James the 
Greater Church, a short 
jaunt in contrast to the long 
journey that brought her 
there.  

Originating in Peru, the 
fiberglass statue found a 
home at St. Benedict the 
Moor Catholic Church in 
Manhattan. Before the 
COVID-19 pandemic struck 
in 2020, the church closed. 
A year ago, Manuel Rodri-
guez loaded the statue into 
his minivan and          towed 
its nearly 1-ton carrying 
platform in a trailer to his 
Falling Waters home.  

Rodriguez is a member of 
the Brotherhood/Associa-
tion of the Ladies and Gen-
tlemen of St. Rosa de Lima 
of New York City and want-
ed to honor — in the Moun-
tain State — St. Rose, the 
first person born in the 
Western Hemisphere to be 
canonized by the Roman 
Catholic Church. Also pres-
ent from the organization 
were two of his brothers, Er-
nesto and Rafael Rodriguez 
of Manhattan, and friend 
Manuel Orihuela of Or-
lando, Fla., who flew to 
West Virginia for the inau-
gural celebration. 

A Mass celebrated 
mostly in Spanish and fea-
turing live music inside St. 
James Church was followed 
by the procession in the 
parking lot, less than two 
weeks before the saint’s 
Aug. 30 feast day. The 
statue, featuring the saint’s 
image in a black robe with 
gold embellishments and 

wearing a crown of red ros-
es, was processed by about 
15 men and women to the 
church’s rosary garden after 
being blessed by Father 
Manny Gelido, who leads 
the Hispanic ministry at St. 
James. After he sprinkled 

holy water on the approx-
imately 30 attendees, the 
platform was lifted again 
and carried to the vehicles 
that transported it and the 
statue of the patron saint of 
all the Americas and the 
Philippines, the police in 

Peru, and of embroiderers, 
gardeners and florists. 

St. Rose knew from an 
early age that she wanted to 
be a nun, a plan that did not 
have her parents’ blessing. 
She often prayed and fasted 
in secret and was known for 

performing painful pen-
ances such as burning her 
hands and also for wearing 
a heavy crown with spikes 
that pierced her flesh, just 
as the crown of thorns worn 
by Jesus before His crucifix-
ion.  

Meg Partington Photo 
Father Manny Gelido, who leads the Hispanic ministry at St. James the Greater Parish (in pink robe), says a prayer in honor of St. Rose on 
Aug. 19 outside the Charles Town church. Standing in front of the pedestal bearing her image are, from left, Manuel Rodriguez of Falling 
Waters; Manuel Orihuela of Orlando, Fla.; and Ernesto and Rafael Rodriguez of Manhattan. The Rodriguezes, who are brothers, and Ori-
huela are members of the Brotherhood/Association of the Ladies and Gentlemen of St. Rosa de Lima of New York City. 

Mass and Procession Honor St. Rose
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Calling all Cursillistas!  
Would you like to gather with other 
past participants in Cursillo week-
ends for an Ultreya meeting? Well, 
you can, on Saturday, August 19th, 
and you have two locations and 
times to choose from! 
The Diocesan Cursillo community 
will gather, on Saturday, August 19th, 
first at the St. John XXIII Pastoral 
Center, in Charleston, at 10:30 AM. 
Then, the other Ultreya option will 
be a gathering at the Parish Center of 
St. John University Parish, in Mor-
gantown, at 4:30 PM. 
What should you expect? At both 
meetings, we will have our Regional 
Director for Cursillo, Mr. Dan Kubi-

siak, as the rector/moderator, along 
with the Lay Director for Cursillo in 
South Carolina, Mr. Tommie Smith, 
as our main witness speaker.  
At both locations, we will gather for 
about an hour and a half, for fellow-
ship, spiritual enrichment, social-
izing, refreshments, and a meal. We 
hope these gatherings will help re-
vive Cursillo in our wonderful state.  
If you would like to join us, and we’d 
love if you would, please let us know 
either by calling the Office of 
Evangelization & Catechesis, at 304-
233-0880, ext. 374, or by emailing 
Daniel Maul, at dmaul@dwc.org.  
Thank you, God bless you, and De 
Colores!  

https://dwc.org/onemillionrosaries/
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Very Rev. Sebastian E. Devasya, 
Assoc. V.E., V.F., blesses the chil-
dren at Sacred Heart Church in 

Princeton as they prepared for the 
new school year. 

Courtesy Photo

A Back 
to School 
Blessing
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MOUNDSVILLE — 
The 12th Annual, Knights 
of Columbus, Moundsville 
Council 1907 - Irish Road 
Bowling Festival will be 
held Sept. 30 at St Jude Park 
in Glen Dale. The event of 
the day starts with team 
sign up at 10 a.m. and 
bowling will begin at 10:30 
a.m. The council is limiting 
the total number of 
bowlers at 400. The cost is 
$35 dollars per person 
which includes food, 
drinks, music, and course 
transportation.  

The profits made from 
the Knights of Columbus, 
Moundsville Council 
1907, fund raisers go right 
back into the communities 
to assist families and chil-
dren. The knights have col-
laborated with the Mar-
shall County Fun Fair in a 
great cooperation to serve 
and to benefit children and 
families all over Marshall 
County. 

“We started by helping 
over 1,800 children in Mar-
shall County with many 
needs, including back-
packs for kids along with 
school supplies to start the 
school year, a food pro-
gram to provide food for 
approximately 150 chil-
dren each week, and assist-
ing nearly 100 families in 
need during these dire 
times,” council members 

said. “Working together we 
are planning a Thanksgiv-
ing Basket give away for 
families, Coats for Kids, 
Caring Tree for the area 
children.” 

The Moundsville Coun-
cil 1907 will be sponsoring 
students each month at 
John Marshall High School 
for the Students of the 
month, along with assist-
ing with Special Olympics, 
The Russell Nesbitt Center, 
The Gabriel Project, and 
the Body and Soul soup 
kitchen, just to name a few       
things. 

“For us to get out there 
to help and serve those in 
need, we need support 
from our communities in 
the Ohio Valley, churches, 
organizations and busi-
nesses to support our fund-
raising events,” the council 
said. “To sign up early for 
the day of fun and festiv-
ities visit our Facebook 
page at Knights of Colum-
bus Council No. 1907 to 
print off the pre-registra-
tion form or just show up 
early on Saturday morning 
to register your team.” 

For more information, 
contact Lou Richmond, 
grand knight of   the 
Knights of Columbus 
Moundsville Council 1907 
by e-mail to LouRich-
mondWV@aol.com or by 
calling (304) 830-3388. 

Moundsville Knights of 
Columbus to Hold 12th 
Annual Irish Road 
Bowling Festival 

Courtesy Photo 
Dr. Tom Octave, director of Lay Ministry for the Diocese of Pittsburgh, speaks at St. Alphonsus Parish in 
Wheeling for a Eucharistic Revival event Aug. 21. Octave spoke about the importance of creating a Eucha-
ristic culture and sharing the Good News of the Eucharist with the world. The gathering was also held at 
St. Francis de Sales Parish in Morgantown Aug. 23 and Sacred Heart of Mary Parish in Weirton Aug. 24.

Creating a Eucharistic Culture 
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By Sheldon Lu 

From 22 May – 7 June of 2023, I had an op-
portunity to travel to India for what turned 
out to be an inspiring adventure. I was ac-

companied by two Indian priests, Father Penu-
maka (Pen) Manikyalarao, HGN, pastor of St. 
Matthew Parish in Ravenswood and Sacred 
Heart Mission in Point Pleasant, and Father 
Johnnes, based out of Switzerland. A wonderful 
Indian Nun, Sister Jyostna, who works with 
mentally challenged children and adults at a 
Catholic facility in India, completed our group 
of travelers. 

The official purpose for the trip was the ded-
ication of a water treatment plant built by a 
small Catholic Community in Nyayampalli, SE 
India. My personal reason for going was to de-
velop an understanding for how the Catholic 
Church operates in the most populous country 
in the world. I was especially interested in life 
outside of the major cities. 

We visited the Taj Mahal in New Delhi and 
the wonderful Masihgarh parish where daily 
Mass and rosary devotions are held. A beautiful 
Catholic wedding was also being prepared. 
Note: this church was behind locked gates and 
had been subject to harassment and protest by 
anti-Christian groups in the capital.  

From Delhi we traveled to Calcutta (Kolkata) 
for 2 days to visit the Saint Mother Teresa House 
for the Missionaries of Charity (MOC); St. Tere-
sa’s tomb is here as the sisters continue their 
mission to the poor and suffering. Father Pen, 
the principal guide and organizer of this trip, 
was given the honor of serving Mass at the 
Mother House. 

After a short flight from Calcutta to Vizag (In 
the state of Andhra Pradesh in SE India) we met 

up with the other two principal members of our 
intrepid group, Father Johnnes (Fr Pen’s 
younger brother based out of Switzerland) and 
Sister Jyostna (longtime friend of the “brother 
priests)”.  

After a long day of travel, we arrived at the 
Nyayampalli, hometown of the sibling priests, 
to dedicate the opening of a new water treat-
ment plant built by the local Catholic parish. 
This facility provides clean drinking water to 
the entire community, including Hindu, Mus-
lim, and other religions. A great celebration en-
sued for the dedication which included a late- 
night parade, flower petals being thrown, 
music, fireworks, singing, speeches, a Catholic 
Mass, drum/percussion ensemble, dancing, 
crowns and robes being bestowed on all the dig-
nitaries. 

The enthusiasm and devout nature of this 
small parish, approximate—1,000-member—
was astonishing for me to witness. The parish is 
in a temporary facility. They are using a partially 
constructed church, sitting on the floor, with no 
pews, and no kneelers, attending multiple 
Masses during the week in average temperatures 
of over 105° F. Poverty, no air conditioning, no 
fans, no industry except farming in this com-
munity were visible. I witnessed challenging 
sanitary conditions in a sometimes-hostile cul-
tural environment as Christians are only about 
2% of the Indian population. This small parish 
has produced 10 ordained priests and 10 nuns in 
the last 13 years. Their deep love of God and 
dedication to the Catholic church was truly in-
spiring. 

The devout nature of the Indian Catholics 
was just as high in all the churches I visited, in-
cluding cathedrals, basilicas, shrines and 

tombs. All under similarly austere physical and 
cultural conditions, such as no pews, no a/c, no 
fans, no kneelers, no musical pianos/organs, 
100° temps 8 months of the year, no missals, no 
hymnals. The Catholic Church under attack 
truly seems to bring about a stronger faith than 
I have seen with churches under more reli-
giously tolerant countries like W. Europe, the 
U.S., most of Asia (except for China). 

The next stop on our adventure was at St. 
Ann’s Seva Sadhan. This facility for both chil-
dren and elderly persons with special needs, is 
the home base of operation for our Sister Jyot-
sna. Sister Jyotsna has a master’s degree in psy-
chology and provides training at a college collo-
cated at St Ann’s. The college educates students 
in the care and development of the mentally 
handicapped. 

We made a final trip to Father Pen’s home-
town in Andre Pradesh which provided me with 
an opportunity to tour local farms via motor-
cycle to see how palm oil, cocoa beans, cashew 
nuts and coconuts are grown. A wonderful even-
ing was spent in fellowship at a local convent 
that facilitates employment for women at a 
local electronics factory. Our late evening was 
spent in deep conversations with the local par-
ish priest who was a delightful host.  

To end our trip we took a night flight back to 
New Deli where we saw the amazing Muslim 
Qutb historic site built from 1191 to 1315. This 
site has an impressive ornate, stone “call to 
prayer” tower much higher than the U.S. Wash-
ington monument.  These last two days in India 
we met up with an Indian priest who was 
formerly assigned to the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston, Father Arul. He was a great tour 
guide and traveling companion. 

Catholic Adventures in India

Courtesy Photos 
Left: Father Penumaka Manikyalarao, HGN, pastor of St. Matthew Parish in Ravenswood and Sacred Heart Mission in Point Pleasant, celebrates Mass at the Saint Mother 
Teresa House for the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta, India. Right: children in Calcutta are pictured.



(OSV News) — On the In-
ternational Day Commem-
orating the Victims of Acts of 
Violence based on Religion or 
Belief, observed on the United 
Nations’ calendar Aug. 22, Pa-
kistan and India are among 
places of particular concern 
for Christian rights advocates. 

“Freedom of religion and 
belief is an inalienable human 
right. Yet across the world, 
people and communities, par-
ticularly minorities, face big-
otry, discrimination and 
threats — to their places of 
worship, their livelihoods and 
even their lives,” Maria Lo-
zano, press director of the 
Catholic pontifical charity 
Aid to the Church in Need, 
told OSV News. 

“Religion should never be 
invoked as a justification for 
targeting persons belonging 
to minorities,” the European 
Council said in an Aug. 21 
statement. 

“All around the world indi-
viduals at risk should be pro-
tected, and the perpetrators of 
acts of violence must be 
brought to justice,” the Euro-
pean Union body said. 

That is not the case, ho-
wever, in Pakistan and dozens 
of other countries. According 
to Aid to the Church in Need, 
“There were tears of sadness 
and fear in Pakistan” Aug. 20 
as a crowd of 700 attended 
Mass outside their burned-out 
church in Jaranwala, in the 
Faisalabad district, about 330 
kilometers (205 miles) south 
of Islamabad, the capital of Pa-
kistan, following one of the 
country’s worst outbreaks of 
persecution in a generation. 

Amid tight security, 
Bishop Joseph Indrias Rehmat 
of Faisalabad presided at the 
Mass held in the streets of Ja-
ranwala, where Aug. 16 thou-
sands of people narrowly fled 
a mob of thousands who went 
on the rampage. 

According to UCA News, 
over 80 Christian homes and 
19 churches in Jaranwala were 
reportedly vandalized by 
Muslim mobs. ACN estimates 
that up to 24 churches, hun-
dreds of Christian homes and 
a Christian cemetery were tar-
geted. 

The Christian area came 
under attack after two Chris-
tians, Raja Umar and Rocky 
Masih, were accused of com-
mitting blasphemy by defam-
ing the Quran. 

After the Aug. 20 service 
outside St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church, a Christian commu-

nity leader in Jaranwala, who 
is not being named for secu-
rity reasons, told ACN: “Most 
of the people were crying in 
the Mass.” 

“It was a very painful time 
but a chance to share with one 
another their sense of loss and 
sadness,” the person said. 

Although more than 30 
police — including elite forces 
— were in attendance, there 
was fear among the service’s 
attendees. 

“When we went in, local 
Muslims stopped and stared 
wide-eyed,” the ACN contact 
said. “They had very angry 
faces and began cursing us 
and using abusive language.” 

“Jesus died for us and we 
are willing to die for the name 
of Jesus,” a Pakistani Christian 
named Sunil told ACN. 

Police reportedly did not 
react on time to a mob de-
stroying Christian property 
Aug. 16. 

Christian leaders, ho-
wever, also reported wide-
spread concern among many 
Muslims who they said were 
“ashamed” about what had 
happened and wanted to help 
in any way they could, ACN 
reported. 

The ACN contact added 
that many of the Christians 
returning to Jaranwala were 
horrified by the extent of the 
damage done to their homes, 
and were sleeping on the floor 
without electric light and un-
able to cook food. 

The church, meanwhile, 
provided food packages, soap 
and other health care items, 
cups, plates and other basic 
household essentials Aug. 21. 

“Many families are mis-
sing meals, they don’t have 
stoves so they can’t even make 
tea. They are feeling very emo-
tional and afraid,” the ACN 
contact said. 

A Catholic bishops’ body 
has appealed to the U.N. to in-
tervene and stop the targeted 
attacks against Christians in 
India and neighboring Paki-
stan, UCA News reported. 

“Christians are increasing-
ly becoming the target of riots 
and mob attacks in India and 
Pakistan,” said an Aug. 19 
statement from the Kerala 
Catholic Bishops Council, 
based in the southern Indian 
state of Kerala. 

The call for U.N. interven-
tion comes as Manipur state in 
northeast India has been 
gripped by sectarian violence 
since May 3. 

In Manipur, violence has 

reportedly claimed close to 
200 lives and displaced over 
50,000 people, many of them 
now staying in relief camps 
and jungles. Two Christian 
women were paraded naked 
and one was gang raped. 

Over a dozen cases of 
atrocities against women 
have been registered during 
the violence, but the number 
of such cases could be higher, 
as victims may not be able to 
register complaints fearing re-
taliation, church leaders said. 

The violence also led to the 
torching of hundreds of 
churches and other Christian 
institutions, including 
schools. 

The bishops’ body has ap-
pealed to the U.N. to take deci-
sive actions to protect Chris-
tians in South Asian nations 
from similar ethnic attacks. 

“It is regrettable that the 
majority population (Mus-
lims) in Pakistan is attacking 
the minority Christian com-
munity on the basis of un-
founded accusations,” said 
Father Jacob G. Palakkappilly, 
KCBC spokesperson. 

“Through their hateful 
campaigns, they sow riots 
that force millions of people 
to flee because they feel un-
safe,” the priest told UCA 
News. 

Father Palakkappilly 
further pointed out that a ma-
jority of people experience at-
tacks and persecution solely 
because they identify as Chris-
tians, who are a minority in 
many countries. 

According to a recent re-
port from New Delhi-based 
United Christian Forum, an 

ecumenical body that records 
persecution against Chris-
tians, India recorded 400 inci-
dents of targeted attacks 
against Christians in the first 
half of this year. In 2022, 274 
were recorded during the 
same period. 

“Daily, we receive news of 
persecution,” Lozano told 
OSV News. Pakistan and Man-
ipur are recently in the head-
lines, but she stressed that the 
situation is also grim in Bur-
kina Faso, from where ACN re-
ceives “terrible and heroic tes-
timonies how Christians are 
suffering incredible persecu-
tion.” 

A country that recently 
suffered two coups d’état is a 
place where “Christians we 
accompany do not know if 
they will survive beyond 24 
hours,” Father Pierre 
Rouamba, prior-general of the 
Missionary Brothers of the 
Countryside, told ACN. 

Every two years, the ACN 
Foundation publishes the Re-
ligious Freedom in the World 
Report, which analyzes all 
countries and religions. 

“According to the last one, 
published in 2023, the human 
right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion is vio-
lated in about a third of the 
world’s countries,” Lozano 
said, “that is, in 61 of the 196 
nations.” 

“But the report points to 
another data (point) that is 
also brutal and disturbing: Al-
most 4.9 billion people, that 
is, 62% of the world’s popula-
tion, live in countries where 
religious freedom is severely 
restricted,” Lozano under-

lined. 
Christians have faced 

persecution in 23 among 28 
provinces in India, according 
to the United Christian 
Forum report, released in July. 
Most of them were targeted 
under false allegations of     
religious conversion, which 
have been criminalized in 11 
provinces by passing special 
laws. 

The anti-conversion laws, 
church leaders said, have be-
come “a tool for pro-Hindu 
groups to target Christians.” 

Christians make up to 
2.3% of the 1.4 billion people 
in India, most of them Hin-
dus. 

In Pakistan, Christians 
make up only about 1.5% of 
the Islamic country’s 230 mil-
lion people. 

Lozano said that what the 
world can do for the perse-
cuted brothers and sisters is 
pray, share information and 
speak up for their rights.     
She also encouraged people     
to engage with local politi-
cians and ask “your (national) 
political representatives ... to 
defend the rights of those who 
suffer discrimination and 
persecution for their faith.” 

“The ACN Religious Free-
dom in the World Report 
seeks only to collate informa-
tion and provide analysis 
about the abuse of this funda-
mental human right world-
wide. It is a tool,” she said. 
“The tool is only as good as 
those who take it up, share it 
with others, and work to effect 
change.” 

(UCA News contributed to 
this report.) 
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‘We Are Willing to Die for the Name of Jesus,’ 
Persecuted Christians Say 

Save the Date
2023 L IFE  EXPO

October 5, 2023  | 9:00am - 4:15pm
St. Michael Angelus Center 

Wheeling, WV 

RSVP by September 21, 2023
at dwc.org/2023-life-expo

Sponsored by 
Office of Social Ministry

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston

$15 per person, advance purchase
$20 at the door

Lunch will be provided



By Cindy Wooden 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) 

— Our Lady of Guadalupe 
and other recognized Ma-
rian apparitions show 
clearly how evangelization 
does not require compli-
cated plans and elaborate 
theological explanations 
but sharing the faith in “a 
language suitable for all, a 
language that is compre-
hensible, like that of Jesus,” 
Pope Francis said. 

At Guadalupe, in fact, 
“Our Lady proclaims God 
in the most suitable lan-
guage — the mother 
tongue” of St. Juan Diego 
and the Indigenous people 
of Mexico, the pope said 
Aug. 23 at his weekly gen-
eral audience. 

Speaking to several 
thousand people gathered 
in the air-conditioned Vati-
can audience hall as tem-
peratures rose outside, the 
pope returned to his series 
of audience talks about 
“apostolic zeal” and “pas-
sion for evangelization.” 

In each talk in the series, 
the pope has highlighted a 
“witness” or witnesses that 
demonstrate important as-
pects of sharing the Gospel 
with others. His focus Aug. 
23 was on “inculturation,” 
and the “witnesses” he 
chose were St. Juan Diego 
and Our Lady of Guada-
lupe, who appeared to the 
Indigenous saint in 1531. 

Christianity already was 
being preached in the 
Americas, the pope said, 
“but unfortunately it had 
also been accompanied by 
worldly interests. Instead 
of the path of incultura-
tion, too often, the hasty 
approach of transplanting 
and imposing preconsti-
tuted models — European, 
for example — had been 
taken, lacking respect for 

the Indigenous peoples.” 
Mary, though, appear-

ing to Juan Diego, comes 
“dressed in the clothing of 
the native peoples, she 
speaks their language, she 
welcomes and loves the 
local culture,” the pope 
said. “Mary is mother, and 
under her mantle every 
child finds a place. In Mary, 
God became flesh, and 
through Mary, he con-
tinues to incarnate himself 
in the lives of peoples.” 

Hearing the Gospel in 
one’s “mother tongue” is 
effective, the pope said. 
“Mary speaks to us, too, in 
our mother tongue, that 
which we understand 
well.” 

The pope used the au-
dience as an opportunity to 
thank “the many mothers 
and grandmothers who 
pass the faith on to their 
children and grandchil-
dren,” and he asked the 
people in the audience hall 
to give a round of applause 
to mothers and grand-
mothers. 

“As Mary shows, the 
Gospel is communicated in 
simplicity,” the pope said. 
“Our Lady always chooses 

those who are simple,” 
whether appearing to St. 
Juan Diego on Tepeyac Hill 
in Mexico or to St. Berna-
dette Soubirous at Lourdes, 
France, or the three shep-
herd children in Fátima, 
Portugal. 

All three apparitions 
also show that having zeal 
and passion for sharing the 
Gospel does not mean ev-
erything will go off without 
a hitch, the pope said. Our 
Lady of Guadalupe sent 
Juan Diego to the local 
bishop to ask him to build a 
church on Tepeyac Hill. 
The bishop dismissed him 
twice. 

“Despite zeal, the unex-
pected arrives, sometimes 
from the church itself,” the 
pope said. 

“Don’t forget this; it’s 
very important: To pro-
claim the Gospel, it is not 
enough to witness to the 
good, but it is necessary to 
be able to endure evil,” the 
pope said. “Even today, in 
so many places, inculturat-
ing the Gospel and evangel-
izing cultures requires 
perseverance and patience, 
it requires not fearing con-
flict, not losing heart.” 

Pope Francis told the 
crowd he was thinking par-
ticularly of a specific coun-
try, which he did not name, 
“where Christians are 
persecuted because they are 
Christians and cannot 
practice their religion well 
and in peace.” 

But Mary encourages 
and reassures Juan Diego, 
telling him, “Am I not here, 
I who am your mother?” 

“This is beautiful,” the 
pope said. “So many times, 
when we are in desolation, 
in sadness, in difficulty, she 
also says it to us, to our 
hearts: ‘Am I not here, I 
who am your mother?’” 

After Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe gave Juan Diego a 
sign — her image on his 
cloak — and the bishop ap-
proved the building of a 
church, the pope said, he 
dedicated his life to wel-
coming pilgrims and evan-
gelizing them. 

Today at the Mexican 
shrine and at Marian 
shrines around the world, 
people continue to be evan-
gelized in a “simple and 
genuine” way, the pope 
said. “We need to go to 
these oases of consolation 
and mercy, where faith is 
expressed in our mother 
tongue, where we lay down 
the labors of life in Our 
Lady’s arms and return to 
life with peace in our 
hearts.”
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Foodservice Equipment, 
Supplies, Disposables, 

Janitorial and more

1 Fourteenth Street,  
Wheeling, WV 26003 

 304-233-2270 
 Stop in or call us today!

Guadalupe Shows How Faith is Shared 
Simply, with Respect, Pope Says

5095 National Road, Triadelphia, WV 
304-907-4027 

www.flooringamericawestvirginia.com
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Itinerary 
DAY1: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29  
DEPART USA, ARRIVE IN MEXICO  
• Depart to Mexico City via independent 
flights 
• Welcome dinner with orientation talk  
 
DAY 2: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30  
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe  
• Breakfast at the hotel and then take your 
bus to the world famous Shrine of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe  
• See the miraculous image, the “Tilma” of 
St. Juan Diego, at the Basilica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe  
• Guided tour: the Shrine, the New Basilica, 
Old Basilica, Tepeyac Hill, and more  
• Celebrate Mass with our pilgrim priests  
• Time to pray, shop & explore the grounds 
of the Shrine  
• Dinner presentation: Sisters of Mary pro-
grams around the world  
 
DAY 3: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1  
Sisters of Mary Girlstown 
• Be inspired as you celebrate Mass with 
3,500 girls 
• Enjoy an amazing musical performance by 
the girls 
• Lunch with the exceptional Sisters of Mary 
• Tour Girlstown and see how the Sisters are 
transforming lives  
• Time to play and enjoy the girls 
• Light dinner with the Sisters before de-
parting 
• Return to the hotel for wrap-up  
 
DAY 4: MONDAY, OCTOBER 2  
Return to USA 
• Return home on independent flights  
 

Shrine of Our Lady of                  
Guadalupe  
• The most-visited Marian Shrine in the 
world!  
• Home of the only true image of our 
Blessed Mother. 
(A miraculous image created by God)  
 
PILGRIMAGE PREP SUGGESTIONS  
Excellent books:  
“Our Lady of Gaudalupe: Mother of the Civ-
ilization of Love” by Carl Anderson and 
Eduardo Chavez  
“Priest and Beggar” by Kevin Wells  

 
Sisters of Mary  

In 1964, Venerable Fr. Aloysius Schwartz 
founded the Sisters of Mary to serve the 
poorest of the poor. Today, 400 Sisters now 
operate our Boystowns and Girlstowns in 
seven countries. They have rescued and 
transformed more than 170,000 of the 
world’s poorest children from the most des-
perate circumstances.  
 

Sisters of Mary Girlstown  
and Boystown  

Girlstown and Boystown are safe havens for the 
current group of 21,000 poor and vulnerable chil-
dren who have HOPE for a brighter future thanks 
to the Sisters. In a joyful and loving environ-
ment, they thrive as members of a loving family 
while receiving an education and faith forma-
tion. Upon graduation, many receive scholar-
ships to study at universities and others find 
good jobs. Visit www.worldvillages.org to read 
the amazing success stories and triumphs.  

 
Testimonials 

“It was truly one of the most spiritually impor-
tant pilgrimages I’ve ever made.” 
 —Glory Sullivan 
“Anyone who goes to Guadalupe and Girlstown 
will be so grateful for the experience of this faith-
filled journey.” —Jane Lanier 

 
To Join in the Pilgrimage 

Contact Susan Driscoll at the Sisters of       
Mary World Villages for Children at sdriscoll@            
worldvillages.org or call 1-800-662-6316. 

A WEEKEND PILGRIMAGE  
TO THE  

Shrine of  
Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

Sept. 29 - Oct. 2, 2023

PLUS AN UNFORGETTABLE VISIT TO 
The Sisters of Mary GIRLSTOWN

An Extraordinary Experience! 
•  See for yourself the only image of Our Lady in the  

world by God 

•  Be inspired by Mass at the world-famous Shrine 

•  Walk where the Blessed Mother appeared 

•  Meet the Sisters of Mary, modern day “miracle workers” 

•  Witness how the Sisters of Mary Girlstown program is  

“breaking the cycle of poverty” 

•  A unique pilgrimage with 100% positive reviews   

PILGRIMAGE CHAPLAINS 

Bishop Mark Brennan - West Virginia 
Fr. William Ryan - Togo, West Africa 

Fr. Daniel Leary - Chaplain, Sisters of Mary

Join in a Pilgrimage with Bishop Brennan
September 29-October 2, 2023
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Click the Link to Donate Today!
dwc.org/CSAdwc.org/CSA

Let Us Pray,Let Us Pray,
Use me God, 

show me how to give generously, 

pray purposefully, 

and serve joyfully

for a purpose greater than myself.

Amen.Amen.
The Catholic Sharing Appeal delivers
essential support for ministries and

programs including funding for Camp
Carlo, social ministries, tuition
assistance, parish food pantry

programs, emergency services, and
outreach efforts. 

Sunday, September 17: St. Stephen, Ona; 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 19: Our Lady of Mercy Mission, Parsons; 5:00 p.m. 

Monday, October 23: Sacred Heart, Chester; 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, November 4: St. Francis Xavier, Parkersburg; 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 19: Sacred Heart, Bluefield; 9:00 a.m. 

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE 

Fall 2023  
Bishop Mark E. Brennan,  

Celebrant

Mass and ConfessionMass and Confession
  FriendshipFriendship

Movie NightsMovie Nights
Bible StudiesBible Studies  
Game NightsGame Nights
Jam SessionsJam Sessions

Going toGoing to  

WVU?WVU?

Grow your Faith with us!Grow your Faith with us!
                                                mountaineercatholic.commountaineercatholic.com

  

V i s i t  w w w . p a t h l m s . c o m / c d u  t o  b r o w s e  t h e 
c o u r s e s  a n d  r e g i s t e r .  U s e  t h e  a c c e s s  c o d e ,

w h e n  s e t t i n g  u p  y o u r  a c c o u n t  t o  r e c e i v e  y o u r  f r e e  t u i t i o n !

C D U 2 0 D I O C E S E W C
cdu.edu

CDU partners with the diocese to o昀er free 
non-credit continuing education courses for catechists 

and those involved in parish ministry.

SERVING THE DIOCESE OF 
WHEELING-CHARLESTON’S PARISHES 

AND SCHOOLS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

DWC PARISHIONERS VICTOR GRECO, JULIE DOERR AND ALEXIS BEHRENS

VISIT US @ MILLSGROUPONLINE.COM

Webester J. Arceneaux   Matthew R. Bowles   James A. Gianola  
 John F. Gianola   Sandra H. Kinney   Mark A. Sadd n

nn

n

Charleston | Morgantown 
A West Virginia law firm www.lewisgianola.com

https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/donor-form/?svcid=renxt&formId=211cd314-8923-4c21-a2e8-66017a167637&envid=p-H8914OIR_kmJ2lQ3_bauBA&zone=usa
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Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de ninos: La 

Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston alienta a informar ante las autoridades civiles 

ante todo si se ha cometido un delito. Tambien alentamos a utilizar www.report 

bishopabuse.org para hacer un informe sobre cualquier obispo en los EE. UU. Si 

tiene motivos para creer que un obispo ha cometido una conducta sexual inap-

ropiada, comuniquese con las autoridades civiles de la jurisdiccion correspon-

diente y visite www.reportbishopabuse.org. 
Para informar a las autoridades civiles: comuniquese con la policia 

local; los numeros variaran segun su ubicacion. Si cree que alguien esta en peligro 

inmediato, llame al 911. Para informar confidencialmente cualquier incidencia 

de sospecha de abuso o negligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual, 

comuniquese con la Oficina de  Servicios de Proteccion Infantil de Ninos y Fam-

ilias de West Virginia llamando a la linea directa de abuso infantil al 

800.352.6513. Puede informar anonimamente a esta linea directa si lo                             

prefiere. 
Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La diocesis alienta a in-

formar a las autoridades civiles apropiadas, ante todo, si se ha come- tido un de-

lito. La diocesis tambien alienta a informar a las autoridades eclesiasticas apro-

piadas. Para reportar casos sospechosos de abuso sexual de ninos por parte del 

personal de la Diocesis de  Wheeling-Charleston a la Diocesis, comuniquese con 

uno de los siguientes designados al 1.888.434.6237 o 304.233.0880: Sr. Bryan 

Minor, ext. 263; Sr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; o Muy Reverendo Dennis Schuelkens, 

Jr., V.E., ext. 270. Tambien puede llamar a la Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la 

Diocesis al 304.230.1504.  Tambien puede llamar a la linea directa de abuso sex-

ual de la Diocesis al 833.230.5656. Los formularios de queja estan disponibles en 

linea en www.dwc.org, haga clic en "Diocesis" en la barra de menu, luego en "Ofi-

cinas", luego en "Ambiente seguro", luego "Descargar archivos y formularios". El 

formulario se titula "Formulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de me-

nores". El formulario se puede devolver por correo de EE. UU. A: Office of Safe 

Environment, Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 

26003. 
Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas de la 

Diocesis: llame a la Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, al 304.559.6742. 

Ademas de los metodos enumerados anteriormente para denunciar el abuso 

sexual, la Diocesis tambien se ha asociado  con Navex Global para ofrecer la pla-

taforma EthicsPoint para informar otras inquietudes adicionales, como sospecha 

de mala conducta financiera, profesional y personal de un sacerdote, diacono, 

religioso, o empleado laico de la Diocesis o cualquier parroquia o escuela catolica 

en West Virginia. Se puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint a traves de 

www.dwc.org, en “Rendicion de cuentas”, luego “Informar  mala conducta” o 

llamando al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es un sistema de informes de terceros que  

informa a las autoridades civiles cuando corresponda y a las autoridades dioc-

esanas, y la identidad de la persona que informa esta protegida. Enlaces e inform-

acion: Departamento de Salud y Recursos Humanos de WV: 

https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia Estatal de Virginia Occidental, Un-

idad de Crimenes contra Ninos: 304-293-6400.

Por Cindy Wooden, Catholic News Service 
CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — Nues-

tra Señora de Guadalupe y otras apariciones ma-
rianas reconocidas muestran claramente cómo 
la evangelización no requiere planes complica-
dos y explicaciones teológicas elaboradas, sino 
compartir la fe en "un lenguaje apropiado para 
todos, comprensible, como el de Jesús", dijo el 
Papa Francisco. 

En Guadalupe, de hecho, "la Virgen proclama 
a Dios en el lenguaje más apropiado, la lengua 
materna" de San Juan Diego y de los pueblos in-
dígenas de México, dijo el Papa el 23 de agosto 
en su audiencia general semanal. 

Hablando ante varios miles de personas reun-
idas en la sala de audiencias climatizada del Va-
ticano mientras las temperaturas subían fuera, 
el Papa retomó su serie de discursos en la au-
diencia sobre el "celo apostólico" y la "pasión 
por la evangelización". 

En cada discurso de la serie, el Papa ha desta-
cado un "testigo" o testigos que demuestran as-
pectos importantes de compartir el Evangelio 
con los demás. El 23 de agosto se centró en la 
"inculturación", y los "testigos" que eligió fue-
ron San Juan Diego y Nuestra Señora de Guada-
lupe, que se apareció al santo indígena en 1531. 

El cristianismo ya se predicaba en las Améri-
cas, dijo el Papa, "pero desgraciadamente tam-
bién había sido acompañado por intereses       
mundanos. En lugar del camino de la incultura-
ción, se había tomado con demasiada frecuencia 
el camino presuroso de implantar e imponer 
modelos preestablecidos -- europeos, por ejem-

plo --, faltando el respeto a los pueblos indíge-
nas." 

María, sin embargo, al aparecerse a Juan 
Diego, viene "vestida con las prendas de los in-
dígenas, habla su lengua, acoge y ama la cultura 
local", dijo el Papa. "María es madre, y bajo su 
manto todo niño encuentra un lugar. En María, 
Dios se hizo carne, y a través de María, continúa 
encarnándose en la vida de los pueblos". 

Escuchar el Evangelio en la propia "lengua 
materna" es eficaz, dijo el Papa. "María nos 
habla también a nosotros en nuestra lengua ma-
terna, la que entendemos bien". 

El Papa aprovechó la audiencia para dar las 
gracias "a las muchas madres y abuelas que 
transmiten la fe a sus hijos y nietos", y pidió a los 
presentes en la sala de audiencias un aplauso 
para las madres y abuelas. 

"El Evangelio se comunica, como nos mues-
tra María, con sencillez", dijo el Papa. "La Virgen 
siempre elige a los sencillos", ya sea aparecién-
dose a San Juan Diego en la colina del Tepeyac, 
en México, o a Santa Bernadette Soubirous en 
Lourdes, Francia, o a los tres niños pastores en 
Fátima, Portugal. 

Las tres apariciones muestran también que 
tener celo y pasión por compartir el Evangelio 
no significa que todo vaya a salir bien, dijo el 
Papa. Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe envió a Juan 
Diego al obispo local para pedirle que con-
struyera una iglesia en el cerro del Tepeyac. El 
obispo lo despidió dos veces. 

"A pesar del celo, llega lo inesperado, a veces 
de la propia Iglesia", dijo el Papa. 

"No lo olvidemos: para anunciar el Evangelio 
no basta con dar testimonio del bien, sino que 
hay que saber soportar el mal", dijo el Papa. "In-
cluso hoy, en tantos lugares, inculturar el Evan-
gelio y evangelizar las culturas requiere perse-
verancia y paciencia, requiere no temer el con-
flicto, no desfallecer". 

El Papa Francisco dijo a la multitud que es-
taba pensando particularmente en un país espe-
cífico, que no nombró, "donde los cristianos son 
perseguidos porque son cristianos y no pueden 
practicar su religión bien y en paz". 

Pero María anima y tranquiliza a Juan Diego, 
diciéndole: "¿No estoy yo aquí, que soy tu 
madre?". 

"Es hermoso esto", dijo el Papa. "Muchas 
veces cuando estamos en la desolación, en la 
tristeza, en la dificultad, también nos lo dice a 
nosotros, en el corazón: '¿No estoy yo aquí, que 
soy tu madre?'". 

Después de que Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 
diera a Juan Diego una señal -- su imagen en su 
manto -- y el obispo aprobara la construcción de 
una iglesia, dijo el Papa, dedicó su vida a acoger 
peregrinos y a evangelizarlos. 

Hoy, en el santuario mexicano y en los san-
tuarios marianos de todo el mundo, se sigue 
evangelizando a la gente de modo "sencillo y 
genuino", dijo el Papa. "Necesitamos acudir a 
estos oasis de consuelo y de misericordia, donde 
la fe se expresa en lenguaje materno; donde de-
positamos las fatigas de la vida en los brazos de 
la Virgen y volvemos a la vida con paz en el co-
razón". 

Papa Francisco: Guadalupe nos muestra cómo 
compartir la fe con sencillez y respeto
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!"

 
 

OFFERING AN 

 
EMMAUS MINISTRY 

FOR GRIEVING PARENTS  
SPIRITUAL RETREAT 

 

For any grieving parent 
whose child of any age has 

died by any cause,  
no matter how long ago 

 

 
ONE-DAY IN-PERSON  
SPIRITUAL RETREAT 

 
October 14, 2023 
9:30am -7:30pm 

St. Vincent de Paul Parish 
2244 Marshall Avenue 
Wheeling, WV 26003 

 

 
 

Give yourself the gift of 
getting away from 

everyday life to focus on 
your spiritual journey 
after the death of your 

precious child. 
 

 
PRE-REGISTRATION 

REQUIRED  
 

See www.emfgp.org for more 
information and to register, 
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Director of  
Curriculum  
and Instruction 
Needed 

 
The Department of Catholic Schools office in the Dio-

cese of Wheeling-Charleston is currently accepting appli-
cations for the position of Director of Curriculum and In-
struction, who will assist the Superintendent of Schools in 
all activities which monitor, support, and evaluate the ef-
ficiency and effectiveness of Diocesan schools.  This po-
sition is based at Diocesan offices in Wheeling, West Vir-
ginia. 

 
This position oversees curriculum and instruction is-

sues in all Catholic schools, PK-12; manages the certificat-
ion process for personnel; implements the standardized 
testing program for Catholic schools’ students; collects 
and analyzes testing data; researches education trends in 
curriculum development; plans professional develop-
ment opportunities; and assists principals with local cur-
riculum development.  The successful candidate will man-
age both the teacher evaluation and teacher mentoring 
processes as well as plan and execute diocesan wide 
teachers’ conferences.  This position requires moderate 
travel as well as some work on evenings and weekends.   

 
Qualifications include a Master’s degree (MA) in educa-

tion or a related field, five years of experience as a teacher 
and/or principal, a strong leadership, organizational and 
interpersonal communication skills; and the ability to or-
ganize, plan, think creatively, make decisions and admin-
ister programs.  This employee must adhere to the teach-
ings of the Catholic Church and be able to work collabo-
ratively in a team environment. 

 
Applicants may send a cover letter, resume and three 

professional references to the Human Resources Office, 
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, P.O. Box 230, Wheeling 
WV 26003 or email the same to Debbie Turziano                   
dturziano@dwc.org. Deadline to apply is September 8, 
2023. 

 

The West Virginia Institute for Spirituality 

  
Embracing My Personal Journey: 

Learning the Art of Aging and Dying Well 
(Conference offered via Zoom) 

  
Presented by: 

Sister Carole Riley, CDP, Ph.D., AAPC-Fellow,  
LPC ALPS 

  
Saturday, November 11, 2023 

  
8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

  
To live is to change. Age is a gift. Dying is an art. During this program, reflective 

strategies are provided to assist participants in coming to terms with life and death 
for themselves or a loved one. Hospice, palliative care, caregivers, and those in 
the helping professions will benefit from time to process. Topics of grieving di-
minishment, companioning those dying, and the resources for personal integra-
tion are provided. At the conclusion of the program participants will: 

 
1.Have resources for personal reflection and integration for their own  
dying and aging 
2. Grasp aspects of diminishment in daily dying 
3. Gather resources for companioning those dying 
 
Register online: You can register for this program by emailing 

wvisreg@gmail.com. Please indicate the title of this program in your email to en-
sure you are registered for the correct program. You will receive an email confirm-
ing your registration along with information on making your offering either by 
credit card or check. Please note that certificates will be awarded to participants who keep 
their ZOOM cameras on and fully participate in all sessions of the program. 

REGISTRTION DEADLINE: November 10, 2023 
OFFERING: $50.00 (includes materials, and certificate) 
  
CEUs will be requested and/or approved for: 
Social Workers – SW (5 CEUs), Registered Nurses –                                          
RN and Licensed Professional Counselors – LPC 
(5.75 CEUs) 
  
Questions: Tel. (304) 345-0926 OR  
E-mail: wvisreg@gmail.com www.wvis.org 
 



16 The Catholic Spirit August 25, 2023

The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and 
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in 
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional 
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing 
sta昀, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most 
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart 
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the 
only program in West Virginia that o昀ers eight specialized, structural heart 
procedures and is one of the few programs in the United States (and 
the only one in West Virginia) o昀ering cerebral embolic protection during 
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter 
mitral valve replacement.

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based techniques to treat all 
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid 
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

David Michael Campsey MD
Interventional Cardiology

Deepak Hooda MD
Interventional Cardiology

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiology

THE MOST ADVANCED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

OUR TEAM

Good Shepherd is hiring nurses!
$15,000 sign-on bonus for RNs and LPNs 

$10,000 sign-on bonus for CNAs

To learn about this offer, our flexible scheduling,  
supportive workplace and other advantages,  
call HR Director Heather Blake at 304.242.1093 
or email hblake@weltyhome.org.


