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Bishop Brennan and W.Va. Faith Leaders Call for Prayer 
for Those Incarcerated and Correctional Officers 
By Colleen Rowan 

CHARLESTON — Bishop 
Mark Brennan and religious 
leaders from across West Vir-
ginia are calling for “Days of 
Prayer for Those Incarcerated 
and Correctional Officers” 
this weekend—Aug. 18-20. 

The bishop and other reli-
gious leaders of the West Vir-
ginia Council of Churches 
(WVCC) announced the 
prayer initiative at an Aug. 14 
press conference at St. Mark’s 
United Methodist Church in 
Charleston. 

Rev. Jeffrey Allen, execu-
tive director of the WVCC, 
began by thanking Gov. Jim 
Justice and the West Virginia 
State Legislature “for the sub-
stantial legislation that was 
passed during the special ses-
sion of this past week. It is a 
very good and real first step 
to remedying the current cri-
sis.” 

Justice signed into law 
several bills Aug. 14 which 
are designed to reduce va-
cancies in the state’s jails and 
prisons, increase pay scales 
for correctional officers, and 
offer retention incentives for 
non-uniform correctional 
staff.  

Allen said there is still 
more to be done. “We do not 

By Cindy Wooden 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) 

— On the feast of Mary’s as-
sumption into heaven, 
Pope Francis entrusted to 
her people’s prayers for 
peace, especially in Uk-
raine. 

“The din of weapons 
drowns out attempts at dia-
logue,” the pope told an es-

timated 10,000 people 
gathered in St. Peter’s 
Square Aug. 15 to pray the 
Angelus with him. 

“The law of force pre-
vails over the force of law” 
and respect for human 
rights, “but we must not be 
discouraged,” the pope 
said. “Let’s continue to 
hope and pray because it is 

God, it is he who guides 
history. May he hear us.” 

While the Catholic 
Church celebrates the feast 
of Mary’s assumption, body 
and soul, into heaven, the 
day’s Gospel reading fo-
cused the Visitation, Mary’s 
decision to rush to visit her 
cousin Elizabeth when she 
heard the older woman also 

was expecting. The passage 
also includes the Magnifi-
cat, when Mary praises the 
greatness of God and all he 
has done for her. 

“Mary ascends, and the 
word of God reveals to us 
what characterized her as 
she does so: service to her 
neighbor and praise to 
God,” Pope Francis told 

people in the square. 
“In other words, Jesus 

and Mary travel the same 
road: two lives that ascend 
upward, glorifying God 
and serving their brothers 
and sisters,” the pope said. 

Mary’s journey from 
Nazareth to visit Elizabeth 
was not short, the pope 

Pope Entrusts Prayers for Peace to Mary, Assumed 
into Heaven

See “Prayer” on Page 3

See “Mary” on Page 3

One Million Rosaries for Vocations in  
West Virginia Begins, Pages 4-6

‘Miraculous’ Survival of Maui Catholic Church Seen 
as Sign of Hope Amid Wildfire Destruction, Page 10



To Report Suspected Cases of 
Sexual Abuse of Children: The Di-
ocese of Wheeling-Charleston encour-
ages reporting to civil authorities first 
and foremost if a crime has been com-
mitted. We also encourage utilizing 
www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a 
report about any bishop in the U.S. If 
you have reason to believe that a bishop 
has engaged in sexual misconduct or 
has interfered with an investigation 
into sexual misconduct, please contact 
civil authorities in the applicable juris-
diction and visit www.reportbishop 
abuse.org. 

To Report to Civil Authorities: 
Contact your local law enforce-
ment: numbers will vary based on 
your location. If you believe someone is 
in immediate danger, call 911. To con-
fidentially report any incidence of sus-
pected child abuse or neglect, including 
sexual abuse, contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families’ 
Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. 
You may report anonymously to this 
hotline if you prefer. 

To Report to Diocesan Au-
thorities: The diocese encourages re-
porting to the appropriate civil au-
thorities first and foremost if a crime 
has been committed. The diocese also 

encourages reporting to the appropri-
ate church authorities. To report sus-
pected cases of sexual abuse of children 
by personnel of the Diocese of Wheel-
ing-Charleston to the Diocese, contact 
one of the following designees at 
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. 
Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, 
ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. You may 
also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe En-
vironment at 304.230.1504. You may 
also call the Diocese’s sexual abuse hot-
line at 833.230.5656. Complaint forms 
are available online at www.dwc.org, 
click “Diocese” on the menu bar, then 
“Offices,” then “Safe Environment”, 
then “Download Files and Forms.” The 
form is titled “Complaint Form for Al-
legations of Sexual Abuse of a Minor.” 
The form may be returned via U.S. mail 
to: Office of Safe Environment, Diocese 
of Wheeling- Charleston, PO Box 230, 
Wheeling WV 26003. 

To Report to the Diocese’s          
Victim Assistance Coordinator: 
please call Erin McFarland, M.Ed., 
LPC, at 304.559.6742.  In addition to 
the  methods listed above for reporting 
sexual abuse, the Diocese also has part-
nered with Navex Global to offer the 
EthicsPoint platform to report other, 
additional concerns, such as suspected 

financial, professional, and personal 
misconduct of a priest, deacon, reli-
gious, or lay employee of the Diocese or 
any Catholic parish or school in West 
Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can 
be accessed via www.dwc.org, under 
“Accountability”, then “Report Mis-
conduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. 
EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting 

system that reports to civil authorities 
where applicable and Diocesan au-
thorities, and the identity of the      
person reporting is protected. Links and 
information: WV Department of 
Health and Human Resources: 
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. 
West Virginia State Police, Crimes 
Against Children Unit: 304-293-6400. 
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Sexual Abuse Awareness Training 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) requires that all Dio-

ceses/Eparchies have in place a Safe Environment Program for the protection 
of children and young people.  In accordance with these requirements, the  Di-
ocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe Environment Program consists of the fol-
lowing components for persons seeking employment or to volunteer—di-
rectly or indirectly—with children: background check; receipt of the Diocese’s 
Policy Relating to Sexual Abuse of Children; and sexual abuse awareness train-
ing for adults. Sexual abuse awareness training may be completed  online or 
via live workshop. For more  information on the Office of  Safe Environ-
ment,please go to www.dwc.org, click “Diocese”, then “Offices,” then “Office 
of  Safe  Environment.” 

Published on the first Friday of each month.  All issues sent to each  registered 
Catholic household free of charge. Donations to help offset   the  cost of produc-
ing The Catholic Spirit are welcomed.   Out-of- diocese  subscriptions are $25 an-
nually. The Catholic Spirit intends its news reports to be fair and accurate in every 
regard. The opinions of   correspondents do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of   The  Catholic Spirit. Submission of news releases, stories and color  photos  
welcomed and encouraged. Not responsible for unsolicited material.

WHEELING—The Dio-
cese of Wheeling-Charleston 
recently hired a new Victims 
Assistance Coordinator for 
the first time in 20 years, and 
she already is a familiar face to 
some.  

Erin McFarland, M.Ed., 
LPC, has been appointed by 
Bishop Mark Brennan as Vic-
tims Assistance Coordinator, 
in addition to her role as 
counselor and coordinator for 
the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston’s School Based 
Health program in the North-
ern Panhandle of West Vir-
ginia.  

“Erin brings decades of ex-
perience to this role, espe-
cially as it pertains to young 
people, families, trauma, and 
abuse,” said Bryan Minor, 
process administrator for Safe 
Environment for the Diocese 
of Wheeling-Charleston. “In 
addition, her education and 
existing roles in School Based 
Health for the Diocese make 
her a logical and natural fit for 
the role of Victims Assistance 
Coordinator.”  

McFarland earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Psychol-
ogy and a master’s degree of 
Education in Community 
Counseling from Ohio Uni-
versity in 1997 and 1999, re-
spectively. Over the past 25 
years, she has served as a 
counselor at the Children’s 
Home of Wheeling, Harmony 
House Child Advocacy 
Center, Fox Run Hospital, 
Wellspring Family Services, 
Belmont County Student 
Services, and Hillcrest Psychi-
atric Unit/Hillcrest Outpa-
tient. For more than a decade, 
she has served as counselor, 
and for the past two years, as 
coordinator, for the Diocese 
of Wheeling-Charleston’s 
School Based Health Program, 
focusing on the Northern 
Panhandle. She has extensive 
experience working with chil-
dren and families, particu-
larly those suffering from the 
effects of abuse and neglect. 
She is skilled in both group 
and individual counseling 
and has built professional re-
lationships with her peers 

throughout the region. She is 
licensed in West Virginia and 
Ohio. 

“I’m so blessed to be the 
new Victims Assistance               
Coordinator for the Diocese 
of Wheeling-Charleston,” 
McFarland said. “I feel hon-
ored to have been asked to fill 
this role. I have many years of 
experience working with chil-
dren and families and have 
built great working relation-

ships with many people that 
will help lend to this posi-
tion.”  

Minor explained that the 
role of Victims Assistance Co-
ordinator has been filled by 
Dr. Patricia Bailey of Wheel-
ing since Safe Environment’s 
inception in 2002. The 
United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Charter for 
the Protection of Children 
and Young People, which was 
established in June 2002, re-
quires that every diocese in 
the United States maintain an 
Office of Safe Environment 
and fill the role of Victims As-
sistance Coordinator.  

“We have been very 
blessed to have Dr. Bailey’s ex-
pertise for the past 20 years,” 
Minor said. “She has served 
survivors of abuse in West Vir-
ginia with grace, dignity, and 
compassion. We congratulate 
her and wish her well in her 
retirement from the role of 
Victims Assistance Coordi-
nator. We believe Erin is an ex-
cellent choice to follow and 
continue to build on Dr. Bai-

ley’s tremendous foundation, 
and we are thankful she said 
yes.”   

The Charter also mandates 
that every diocese in the 
United States must maintain  
a primarily lay-led Review 
Board to ensure that allega-
tions of clergy sex abuse of mi-
nors are properly handled and 
reported. Victims Assistance 
Coordinators assist survivors 
of abuse in finding mental 
health providers and advise 
bishops and review boards on 
best practices relative to men-
tal health services and heal-
ing. The diocese’s Review 
Board also analyzes cases in-
volving behavioral and 
boundary issues of adult em-
ployees and volunteers in ad-
dition to clergy sex abuse cas-
es of minors.  

“The Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston continues to build 
a culture of safety in West Vir-
ginia. Having professional re-
sources such as Dr. Bailey, and 
now Erin, on board is one way 
we continue to accomplish 
this goal,” Minor said.  

Diocese Announces New Victims Assistance Coordinator

Erin McFarland

Office: 1322 Eoff St. 
Mailing: PO Box 230 
Wheeling, WV 26003 
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Bishop Mark E. Brennan has made public the following appoint-
ment: 

  
Msgr. Paul A. Hudock is assigned to Hispanic ministry at St. 

Mary Parish in Star City and Immaculate Conception Parish in 
Clarksburg, with residence at Immaculate Conception Parish, effec-
tive immediately.  

Diocesan Official Appointment



August 18, 2023 The Catholic Spirit 3

Mary...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

said. Serving others has a price, which everyone experiences 
“in the effort, the patience and the worry that taking care of 
another brings,” whether it is traveling for work to support 
one’s family or sleepless nights caring for a newborn or volun-
teering to care for those who can offer nothing in return. 

“It is tiring, but it is ascending upward, it is earning 
heaven,” Pope Francis said. 

The Gospel also makes clear how praise — especially of God 
but also of others — changes the quality of one’s actions and 
one’s life, he said. 

“Praise increases joy. Praise is like a ladder: it leads hearts 
upward,” he said. “Praise elevates souls and defeats the temp-
tation to give up.” 

“Haven’t you seen how boring people, those who live on 
gossip, are incapable of praise,” the pope asked the crowd. 

“Ask yourself: Am I capable of praise?” he suggested. “How 
good it is to praise God every day, and others, too! How good 
it is to live in gratitude and blessing instead of regrets and 
complaints, to raise our gaze upward instead of keeping a long 
face!” 

 

Prayer...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

want to lose sight of the 
many issues facing our crim-
inal justice system in West 
Virginia,” he said. 

In his remarks, Bishop 
Mark Brennan said that car-
ing about those incarcerated 
and those who guard them is 
important as followers of 
Jesus Christ.  

“We care because we be-
lieve that every human           
being is made in God’s image 
and likeness and deserves 
genuine respect simply for 
that fact. … This does not de-
pend on our behavior,” he 
said. 

Respect for that divine 
image in those incarcerated 
means providing safety,      
good living conditions,              
recreational opportunities, 
and educational opportuni-
ties. 

“I’m very proud of Catho-
lic Distance University, a 
completely online universi-
ty,” headquartered in Charles 
Town, Bishop Brennan 
added. “They direct some of 
their efforts toward prisoners 
who can take courses and 
even get degrees while 
they’re in prison, which will 
be a help to them when they 
get out in perhaps securing 
good employment.” 

The bishop continued by 
saying that religious oppor-
tunities for those incarcer-
ated, being able to interact 
with members of their own 
faith community, and visits 
from family and friends are 
also important.  

Guards deserve respect as 
well, Bishop Brennan said, as 
well as safe working con-
ditions, adequate pay and 
benefits, and proper training 
to deal with difficult situ-

ations. 
Allen then introduced 

Rev. Roberta Smith, African 
Methodist Episcopal pastor 
and president of the Charles-
ton Black Ministerial Alli-
ance, who spoke about faith 
and women in prison.  

Rev. Gregory Pennington 
of St. Christopher Episcopal 
Church in Huntington was 
the next to speak and    
shared more about the 
WVCC’s “Days of Prayer for 
Those Incarcerated and Cor-
rectional Officers” this week-
end. 

“With an enduring com-
mitment to justice and com-
passion,” he said, “the coun-
cil aims to shed light on the 
challenges faced by individ-
uals within the criminal jus-
tice system and the dedicated 
correctional staff who serve 
them.”  

A presentation on the 
state of those incarcerated, 
correctional staff, and correc-
tional facilities in West Vir-
ginia was offered by Bev 
Sharp, founder and executive 
director of REACH (Restore, 
Empower & Attain Connec-
tions with Hope). This was 
followed by “A call to the 
West Virginia Legislature: 
Next Steps for Correctional 
Staff, Maintenance, and 
Legislation” presented by 
Lida Shephard of American 
Friends Service Committee 
and chair of WVCC Prison 
Ministry/Corrections Pro-
gram Unit. And finally, 
things that local congrega-
tions can do was provided by 
Rev. Alton Dillard, African 
Methodist Episcopal pastor, 
presiding elder, West Vir-
ginia/Pittsburgh District. 

For more information 
about and resources for this 
weekend’s prayer initiative, 
visit wvcc.org. 

By Father William J. Kuchinsky, 
Supervisor of the Diocesan Office 
of Prison Ministry 

As a diocese we like to pride our-
selves on the many good works we 
do for Jesus in the poor, those in 
need—soup kitchens, clothing, 
ministry to the sick via our hospitals 
and laity, and on. 

Jesus, on His way up to his                 
passion and death, was blessed by 
Mary Magdalene.  She anointed him 
with an expensive oil as he passed 
through Bethany on the way to Jeru-
salem. 

His disciples protested that the 
use of this oil was an extravagant ex-
pense.  “When the disciples saw this, 
they were indignant. ‘Why this 
waste?’ they asked. ‘This perfume 
could have been sold at a high price 
and the money given to the poor.’”   

Aware of this, Jesus said to them, 
“Why are you bothering this 
woman? She has done a beautiful 
thing to me. The poor you will al-
ways have with you; but you will not 
always have me.’”  [Matthew 26:8-
11] 

Jesus told us He can be found in 
the poor, the needy.  Because we rec-
ognize Jesus in the Holy Eucharist – 
we are all better able see Him in those 
in need! 

The imprisoned are in need.  They 
are in need  of our love, our visits, our 
help to transition to life after they are 
released.  In them, Jesus can be seen; 
in them Jesus calls to us – “when I 
was in prison you visited ME.”   

It is a great mystery.  We can come 
to understand this, as many have.  
Deacons such as Deacons Rue 
Thompson, John Sarraga, Jay Ziol-
kowski, and Larry Hammel  …. These 
deacons, many religious and laity 
can give testimony to finding              
Jesus where He told us He can be 
found.   

Those who have visited the incar-
cerated know there is great joy to be 
found.  The Word made Flesh of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary has chosen to 
identify Himself closely to them.  
“When I was imprisoned, you visited 
me.” 

Please note:  the Church has al-
ways held, as the Scriptures attest, 
Matthew 25 constitutes a vision of 
the Last Judgment among the other 
things Jesus teaches us.  

But those who love the Lord seek 
to serve Him as they can.  Who would 
fear judgement from the One they 
love and serve. 

There is great joy within for those 
who seek to serve Jesus:  “in as much 
as you have done it to the least of my 
brethren you have done it unto me.” 

We all know these words.  We are 

familiar with this passage which is 
part of Our Redeemer’s last will and 
testament.  As such they are all the 
more important for us to take to 
heart.   

The Lord gives us an invitation to 
the healing and joy we can find in 
service to others.  It is Jesus who 
awaits us behind the bars, and in the 
halls and meeting rooms of prisons 
and jails throughout the state. 

Presently, the state is in the midst 
of a staffing crisis at these places.  
This brings a greater hardship and 
loneliness to the men and women 
who are all but forgotten.  For them 
the isolation of COVID continues 
even as the disease has passed.  

Pope Francis has invited us to live 
the Joy of the Gospel.  He has shown 
us that joy can be found in service.   

Further, he has pointed us to the 
possibly most forgotten about or 
neglected:  those in prison, as the 
Holy Father has often celebrated 
Holy Thursday by washing the feet of 
those behind bars. 

Prisons and jails are found near-
many parishes.  If there is not one in 
your area, there is likely one not far 
away. 

Please, reach out to your pastor.  
With your kind shepherds to lead, it 
is the laity who are tasked and em-
powered by Jesus to reach into these 
lonely places to bring the light of 
Jesus to bring hope. 

Jesus was imprisoned on the night 
He was betrayed.  He continues to 
call out to us from the dark places He 
Himself has entered.  Go find Him.   

He calls many.  Will you also be 
among the chosen?  Find the wonder 
of seeing what the saints have 
known:  Jesus is often found in the 
most distressing of disguises.  He is 
found in the poorest of the poor.  
Among these:  our brothers and 
sisters who are imprisoned through-
out West Virginia. 

Recent statistics tell us there are 
some 9,860 Federal and 6,044 held 
by West Virginia authorities.  These 
numbers each represent a person 
created in the image and likeness of 
God.  The Good Lord has not aban-
doned them, nor must we.  

Jesus has shed His blood for them.  
He not only identifies Himself as 
being in the very person of the im-
prisoned:  He honors us to have an 
opportunity to love him as in their 
person.   

The first canonized saint hung be-
side the suffering Lord on the Cross.  
May Dismas pray for us to know the 
wonders of the encounter with the 
Lord in those now suffering with 
their own crosses, hidden away in fa-
cilities throughout our diocese. 

Jesus is Calling Many of 
Us to Visit Him in Prison! 



By Colleen Rowan 

The Solemnity of the As-
sumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary is a day for re-

joicing, Bishop Mark Brennan 
said at the evening Mass he cele-
brated at the Cathedral of St. Jo-
seph in Wheeling Aug. 15, as 
Mary was taken body and soul 
into heaven at the end of her 
earthly life.  

“Her assumption is God’s 
promise that we too will be 
raised bodily to the fullness of 
life when the Lord returns in 
glory,” the bishop said. 

“As the early Christians 
sensed, Mary was an exceptional 
woman whose willingness to be-
come the mother of God’s son 
brought our savior into the 
world,”  Bishop Brennan said, 
emphasizing the firmness of her               
faith—in the conception of the 
divine child within her, when 
she stood beneath her son’s 
cross, and  being present with 
the apostles when the Holy 
Spirit descended upon all of 
them at Pentecost. 

“Her faith is a model for 
ours,” Bishop Brennan said. 
“How fitting then that the body 
of this remarkable woman did 
not suffer corruption in death 
but was raised with her soul to 
eternal glory.” 

This solemnity, Bishop Bren-
nan said, also marked the begin-
ning of the 1 Million Rosaries for 
Vocations in the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston. In this 
prayer effort, West Virginia 
Catholics are asking for Our 
Lady’s intercession for vocations 
to the priesthood, the conse-
crated life of men and women re-
ligious, the permanent diacon-
ate, Christian marriage, and sin-
gle life in the diocese. 

“We ask all West Virginia 
Catholics to pull out their ro-
saries and commit to saying at 
least one rosary a day between 
now and Oct. 7, the Feast of Our 
Lady of the Rosary,” Bishop 
Brennan said in his homily.  

Some may ask, why pray the 
rosary for vocations? The an-
swer, Bishop Brennan said, is be-

cause of Our Lady’s powerful in-
tercession. 

“Our faith that Mary was           
assumed body and soul into 
heaven means that we have a 
most loving and powerful                  
intercessor there who is closer     
to her son than any other 
human being could ever be,” 
Bishop Brennan said. He            
noted what Our Lady accom-
plished at the wedding feast              
in Cana when there was no       
more wine. She got her son                
to perform his first public mi-
racle.  

“We are asking Mary to inter-
cede before her son that he may 
inspire many men and women 
in our diocese to embrace the 
different vocations that God 
gives to us in the church… Let us 
show our trust and love of Mary 
before us by praying the rosary 
to seek her intercession for this 
just cause,” Bishop Brennan 
said. 

He encouraged all present at 
the Mass and he encourages all  
West Virginia Catholics to visit 
the diocesan website and make 
their pledge of the number of        

rosaries they will pray at 
dwc.org/onemillionrosaries/.  

Nearly 30,000 rosaries have 
been pledged to be prayed by  
the faithful over these 54 days      
to Oct. 7. 

Bishop Brennan ended his 
homily that evening by saying, 
“Mary, mother of the church...” 
and the congregation respond-
ed, “Pray for us.” 

See more on the 1 Million    
Rosaries for Vocations in West 
Virginia effort on Pages 5-6         
of this issue of The Catholic 
Spirit. 

One Million Rosaries for Vocations in  
West Virginia Begins
Bishop Brennan Asks Faithful to Join in Effort Asking for Mary’s Intercession on 
the Solemnity of Her Assumption

Colleen Rowan Photo 
Bishop Mark Brennan begins the celebration of Mass on the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheeling Aug. 15. Serving as deacon for the Mass is Deacon Doug Breiding, left.

“We are asking Mary to intercede before 

her son that he may inspire many men 

and women in our diocese to embrace the 

different vocations that God gives to us in 

the church…”

—Bishop Mark 
Brennan, Mass for 
the Solemnity of  
the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Cathedral      
of  St. Joseph in 
Wheeling, Aug. 15
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One million is a huge 
number. Asking the faithful 
around the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to 
pledge, pray, and promote 
the One Million Rosaries 
for Vocations in WV is a 
huge ask.  

However, Bishop Mark 
Brennan and Sr. Martha 
Gomez believe in you and 
the power of your prayers. 
They want us to have the 
fierce faith of the Canaan-
ite woman in the Mat-
thew’s Gospel we hear on 
this twentieth Sunday of 
Ordinary Time. Her faith 
was so great in Christ she 
did not hold back to ask 
great of the Lord.  

Additionally, just as we 

hear in the first reading 
from the Book of the Pro-
phet Isaiah, “Observe what 
is right, do what is just.” 
Heed these words, and as 
the reading directs us, wel-
come all people to prayer. 
Let us lift up our voices for 
all to hear as we pray and 
promote with confidence 
this mission to strengthen 
vocations. Let those voices 
be ones of praise as we hear 
in the psalms and as we 
make our petitions in 
thanksgiving for all that we 
have and all that we hope 
to be. 

You are the Church. You 
understand the great need 
for strong Catholic voca-
tions in WV. With you we 

will be a great success. 
Prayerfully consider 

your personal prayer 
pledge - how many rosaries 
will you promise to say 
with vocations as an inten-
tion? Will it be 54, repre-
senting the number of days 
the campaign stretches? 
Will it be 365, promising to 
say a rosary for vocations 
every day for a year? It’s 
your personal commit-
ment.  

We are keeping a run-
ning total, so it is impor-
tant to get those pledges 
logged at https://  
d w c . o r g / o n e m i l l i o n                
rosaries/.  

Like Isaiah reminds us, 
let this be your reminder to 

welcome others to prayer– 
share this mission with 
those in and outside of WV 
and around the world. 
Please, keep sharing 
through Oct. 7, the last day 
to make a pledge of your 
Rosary commitment.  

Be mindful too that 
Catholics and non-Catho-
lics say the Rosary. Bishop 
Mark shared a story from 
when he was a boy. “I knew 
of a Jewish lady who said 
she prayed the Rosary. I was 
confused, but then she 
said, ‘It’s just two Jewish 
women praying together. 
(Referencing Mary’s devout 
Jewish faith).’” 

The Rosary campaign 
team in the diocese has or-

ganized many online re-
sources under the printable 
resources, apps, web pages, 
and children’s resources’ 
tabs at: https://dwc.  
org/onemillionrosaries/  

In closing, be mindful of 
the words from Pope Saint 
Pius X, whose feast day we 
celebrate Monday, “The Ro-
sary is the most beautiful 
and the most rich in graces 
of all prayers; it is the 
prayer that touches most 
the Heart of the Mother of 
God....” 

Pledges can also be 
called in to Joyce Bibey at 
(304)233-0880 ext. 357. 

 

One Million Rosaries for Vocations in West Virginia 
Let Sunday’s readings give us faith & confidence to succeed 

See “How to Pray the  
Rosary” on Page 6

https://dwc.org/onemillionrosaries/
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How to Pray the Rosary Mysteries
Begin with the Sign of the Cross:

In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

1.  Holding the Crucifix/Cross say 

the Apostles’ Creed

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried; he descended into hell; on the 
third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and is seated 
at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
life everlasting. Amen.

2.  On the first bead, say an Our

Father.

Our Father 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; thy kingdom come. thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
Amen.

1

2

3

4

5

3rd
Mystery

4th
Mystery

5th
Mystery

3.  Say the Hail Mary on each of 

the next three beads.

Hail Mary
Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with 
thee. Blessed art thou among women and 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 
sinners, now and at the hour of our 

death. Amen.

4.  Say the Glory Be

Glory Be
Glory be to the Father and to the 

Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 
in the beginning is now, and ever shall 

be world without end. Amen.

(For each of the five decades – the 

set of 10 beads in a row) - announce 

the Mystery (can also cite a reading 

from Scripture).

Then say the Our Father.

5. Holding each of the 10 beads 

(the decade) say 10 Hail Marys 

while

meditating on the Mystery.

6. Then say a Glory Be. (After 
finishing each decade, you can add 
the Fatima Prayer): 

Fatima Prayer
O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save 
us from the fires of hell; lead all souls 
to Heaven, especially those who have 
most need of your mercy.

7. After saying the five decades, say 

the Hail, Holy Queen (Salve Regina)

Hail, Holy Queen (Salve Regina) 
Hail, holy Queen, mother of mercy, our 
life, our sweetness, and our hope. To 
thee do we cry, poor banished children 
of Eve. To thee do we send up our sighs 
mourning and weeping in this valley of 
tears. Turn then, most gracious advocate, 
thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after 
this our exile show us the blessed fruit of 
thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O 
sweet Virgin Mary.

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. That 

we may be made worthy of the promises 

of Christ.

Let us pray: O God, whose Only Begotten 
Son, by his life, Death, and Resurrection, 
has purchased for us the rewards of 
eternal life, grant, we beseech thee, that 
while meditating on these mysteries of the 
most holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, we may imitate what they contain 
and obtain what they promise, through 
the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Conclude the Rosary with the Sign of 

the Cross.

Sunday & Wednesday

Monday & Saturday

Tuesday & Friday

Thursday

Glorious Mysteries
The Resurrection

The Ascension

The Descent of the

Holy Spirit

The Assumption of Mary

The Coronation of the

Blessed Mother

Joyful Mysteries
The Annunciation 

The Visitation

The Birth of Jesus 

The Presentation 

The Finding of the

Child Jesus 

Sorrowful Mysteries
The Agony in the Garden 

The Scourging at the Pillar 

The Crowning with Thorns 

The Carrying of the Cross 

The Crucifixition 

Luminous Mysteries
The Baptism of Jesus 

The Miracle at the Wedding 

Feast of Cana 

Jesus Proclaims the Kingdom 

of Heaven and Repentence 

The Transfiguration 

The Institution of the

Holy Eucharist 
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By Colleen Rowan 

“You have an ex-
alted calling,” 
Bishop Mark 

Brennan said to the Catho-
lic school principals and 
teachers gathered for Mass 
at the Cathedral of St. Jo-
seph in Wheeling Aug. 10. 
“You get to be one of God’s 
instruments in forming 
children and adolescents. 
… to form the whole per-
son—the body, mind, and 
soul.” 

The Mass was celebrated 
for principals and teachers 
from Catholic schools of 
the Northern and Eastern 
panhandles and Central 
West Virginia. Bishop Bren-
nan also celebrated Mass 
for the principals and 
teachers from Catholic 
schools of the Southern Re-
gion of the state at the Ba-
silica of the Co-Cathedral 
of the Sacred Heart in 
Charleston Aug. 8. The 
Masses were part of back-
to-school celebrations in 
Wheeling and Charleston.  

In a welcome letter to 
the Catholic school edu-
cators at both celebrations, 
Interim Superintendent of 
Catholic Schools Jennifer 
Hornyak said: “As we gear 
up for the new school year, 
we are thankful for each of 
you who teach in our       
Catholic schools across our 
great state of West Virginia. 
Our diocese is blessed to 
have you as part of our 
Catholic school team as we 
work together with families 
to live our mission. YOU 
are a true gift to Catholic 
education. Thank you for 
all you do!” 

Hornyak said the cele-
brations provided profes-
sional development and 
faith formation as well as 
networking time for 
teachers. The keynote 
speaker was Sheri Wolfurt, 
and guest speaker Courtney 

Brown focused on Theol-
ogy of the Body. Educators 
in Wheeling gathered at 
Wheeling University while 
their counterparts in 
Charleston gathered at St. 
John XXIII Pastoral Center. 

Continuing his homily 
at the Mass in Wheeling, 
Bishop Brennan told the 
principals and teachers 
that they have the great      
opportunity to cooperate 
with God in forming young 
people. And God, he said, 
will give them what they 
need to do that. He noted 
that St. Paul speaks of this 
in the first reading for the 
Mass that morning (2 Cor 
9:6-10), “…God is able to 
make every grace abundant 
for you, so that in all 
things, always having all 
you need, you may have an 
abundance for every good 

work.” 
The bishop shared that 

in his priesthood he was a 
classroom teacher for one 
year, but said he wasn’t 
very good at it, drawing 
chuckles from the princi-
pals and teachers. 

Teaching can be hard 
some days, Bishop Brennan 
said. “Other days you have 
great joy in seeing the light 
bulb go on in that child’s 
head,” that moment a stu-
dent understands, the 
bishop said.  

Many of the teachers 
nodded their heads  in 
agreement, knowing this 
moment well. 

“It’s not merely a job,” 
Bishop Brennan said to the 
principals and teachers. 
“Yours is a calling.” 

Pointing again to the 
first reading, the bishop en-

couraged them to do as St. 
Paul says: “…whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. Each must do 
as already determined, 
without sadness or compul-
sion, for God loves a cheer-
ful giver.” 

The bishop encouraged 
them to sow the seeds of 
knowledge, skills, and faith 
bountifully and they will 
reap bountifully.  

The bishop also encour-
aged them to pray daily for 
strength, wisdom, pa-
tience, and for their stu-
dents. He pointed again to 
St. Paul’s words in the first 
reading: “The one who 
supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food will 
supply and multiply your 
seed and increase the har-
vest of your righteousness.” 

Those are wonderful 

promises, the bishop said.  
“God does not promise 

in vain,” he said. “He de-
livers what he promises.” 

Bishop Brennan also rec-
ognized the sacrifices that 
principals and teachers 
make to be in Catholic 
schools. “I presume you 
could make more money 
somewhere else,” he said to 
them. “But you sense a cal-
ling to serve these young 
people in the context of 
Catholic education. 

“You make sacrifices 
when you stay up to pre-
pare a good lesson plan… 
That’s a sacrifice,” he said. 
They give of themselves 
when they do such things, 
he said.  Being patient with 
slow learners, helping 
strong learners to learn 
even more, and helping 
kids to take on more re-
sponsibilities are examples 
as well. 

“You do what you do be-
cause you really care,” the 
bishop said. 

He continued by point-
ing to the Gospel for the 
Mass: “unless a grain of 
wheat falls to the ground 
and dies, it remains just a 
grain of wheat; but if it dies, 
it produces much fruit” (Jn 
12:24-26). 

“Out of the sacrifices 
you make,” the bishop said 
to the principals and 
teachers, “good things 
happen.” 

In addition to academ-
ics, “Your goal is to help 
students see the grandeur 
of God in this world, in his 
creation, and to learn to 
love God whose love for us 
is poured out in Jesus 
Christ,” the bishop said to 
them. 

“Give generously of 
yourselves to your teach-
ing, your administration, 
and your coaching,” 

Colleen Rowan Photo 
Principals and teachers from Catholic schools of the Northern and Eastern panhandles and Central 
West Virginia gather for a Mass Bishop Mark Brennan celebrated for them at the Cathedral of St. Joseph 
in Wheeling Aug. 10. He celebrated Mass for principals and teachers from Catholic schools of the South-
ern Region of the state at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Charleston Aug. 8.

Back-to-School Celebrations Gather Catholic School 
Principals and Teachers in Wheeling and Charleston

See “Celebrations” on 
Page 8
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Bishop Brennan said to them. “You 
are doing something that makes a 
difference in the lives of young 
people.” 

The bishop then spoke of an 
eighth-grade teacher who was be-
loved by her students at the parish 
school where he once served as pas-
tor. After her students  had gone on 
to high school they would often re-
turn to visit her. “She was a great 
classroom teacher, but she also 

really had a great love for her stu-
dents,” the bishop recalled. “She 
cared about them, and they sensed 
that.” 

“Students will sense that in you, 
all of your efforts,” Bishop Brennan 
said to the principals and teachers. 
“They will remember that teacher, 
that coach, that principal who 
really cared about me and helped 
me…” he said. “God will honor all 
of those efforts as will many of your 
students and their parents. May 
God bless you as you begin the new 
school year.” 
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By Patrick Downes 
HONOLULU (OSV 

News) — “For us, it’s like a 
miracle,” Msgr. Terrence 
Watanabe, the Honolulu 
Diocese’s vicar of Maui and 
Lanai, said about Maria La-
nakila Catholic Church in 
the town of Lahaina being 
seemingly untouched by 
the fierce Maui wildfires 
Aug. 8-9. 

The blaze burned La-
haina to the ground in the 
deadliest natural disaster in 
Hawaii’s history and the 
deadliest U.S. wildfire in 
more than a century. 

“When we saw the news 

and saw the church steeple 
rise above the town, it was a 
great sight to see,” the pri-
est said in an interview 
with the Honolulu Star-Ad-
vertiser daily newspaper 
Aug. 10. 

There were conflicting 
news reports on the fate of 
the church — whose name 
translates as “Our Lady of 
Victory” — and its parish 
school, Sacred Hearts 
School, which had lost half 
of its roof to heavy winds 
Aug. 7. The parish’s priests, 
women religious and staff 
were safe and accounted 
for. 

The Star-Advertiser had 
reported that the church 
had burned down, while 
another news source re-
ported the church was still 
standing. The Star-Adver-
tiser corrected its report 
Aug. 11 with a story that 
the church had indeed sur-
vived. Before that some 
photos and video footage 
posted on a parishioner’s 
Facebook page clearly 
showed the church was 
standing. 

The church is a block or 
two from Front Street, the 
famous waterfront stretch 
of visitors’ shops and res-

taurants which the Lahaina 
fire reduced to a smolder-
ing pile of ashes. Pictures 
showed charred trees across 
the street from the church. 

Honolulu Bishop Larry 
Silva echoed the vicar in 
saying Maria Lanakila 
Church “was miraculously 
spared, as was the rectory.” 
He said the adjacent con-
vent, school and hall were 
“burned, along with neigh-
boring homes.” 

In comments Aug. 14 to 
the Hawaii Catholic Her-
ald, the diocesan news-
paper, he also reported that 
the pastor, Father Kuria-

kose Nadooparambil, a pri-
est of the Missionaries of 
Faith congregation, “was 
allowed to go in (to the 
church) with a police es-
cort, and he reported that 
not even the flowers in the 
church were wilted or 
singed. There was only a 
covering of ash on the 
pews.” 

“We thank God for this 
blessing! Of course the 
church cannot be used 
until the area around it is 
cleared and deemed suit-
able for passage,” Bishop 
Silva added. 

‘Miraculous’ Survival of Maui Catholic Church 
Seen as Sign of Hope Amid Wildfire Destruction

OSV News Photo/courtesy Maria Lanakila Parish  
Missionaries of Faith Father Kuriakose Nadooparambil, pastor of Maria Lanakila Church in Lahaina, Maui, Aug. 16, touches a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary which still 
stands amid foliage untouched by the wildfire that scorched trees across the street and destroyed the entire town of Lahaina. 

See “Hope” on Page 11
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Early Aug. 17, Maui 

County officials reported 
that at least 111 deaths 
from the wildfires have 
been confirmed, with 
about 38% of the burned 
area searched so far, but the 
death toll was expected to 
keep rising as crews con-
tinue to “scour the ruins.” 
About 1,300 people re-
mained missing. About 
11,000 others evacuated. 

U.S. census data from 
2020 shows that Lahaina 
had a population of about 
12,700 out of an overall 
population on Maui of 
about 165,000. 

As many as 3,000 homes 
may have been destroyed. 
Other Maui communities 
affected by fires include 
Kihei and Kula, with more 
than 500 acres burned. Ac-
cording to research done by 
Moody’s Analytics, the eco-
nomic cost to Maui from 
the wildfires could reach $7 
billion. 

The White House press 
secretary announced Aug. 
16 that President Joe Biden 
and first lady Jill Biden will 
travel to Maui Aug. 21 to 
meet with first responders 
and survivors, as well as 
federal, state and local offi-
cials. On Aug. 10 Biden is-
sued a federal disaster dec-
laration for Maui and the 
Big Island (Hawaii island), 
ordering “all available fed-
eral assets on the Islands to 
help with response.” 

In the days since the 
fires, Msgr. Watanabe has 
been fielding hundreds of 
calls and emails “from all 
over the world.” The out-
pouring of concern is 
“overwhelming,” he told 
the Hawaii Catholic Her-
ald. “It’s unbelievable.” 

The church where Msgr. 
Watanabe is pastor, St. An-
thony in Wailuku, held an 
ecumenical prayer service 
for victims the evening of 
Aug. 15, hosted by Bishop 
Silva. 

“We should do what we 
do best — pray,” the monsi-
gnor said. 

Prayer has been a watch-
word for Bishop Silva, too, 
as well as calling for the 
faithful to give “unwaver-
ing support” to the fire vic-
tims. 

“As a community of 
faith, we are called to come 
together and provide un-
wavering support to those 

who are suffering,” he said 
in an Aug. 11 message to 
Hawaii Catholics. “It is in 
times like these that our 
collective love, faith and 
compassion can make a tre-
mendous difference.” 

“This is an opportunity 
for us to show our solidar-
ity as a Catholic faith com-
munity and lend a helping 
hand to those who have 
lost so much,” Bishop Silva 
said. 

“Let us also remember 
the power of prayer,” he 
said. “In our collective 
prayers, we ask for 
strength, resilience, and 
healing for the fire victims 
and their families. May we 
find the grace to rebuild 
our families, their liveli-
hoods, and the physical 
structures that were lost. 
Let our faith guide us as we 
navigate the challenges 
ahead, knowing that with 
the grace of God, all things 
are possible.” Bishop Silva 
said. 

The diocese’s Hawaii 
Catholic Community 
Foundation was estab-
lished to support Hawaii’s 
parishes and schools. It has 
a dedicated webpage for    
donations to Maui wildfire 
relief efforts: https://                   
tinyurl.com/MauiCatholic. 
Catholic Charities Hawaii 
also is collecting donations 
for wildfire victims at          
catholiccharitieshawaii.org/
maui-relief. 

“Many people have been 
offering prayers, dona-
tions, and their own time 
to help with this crisis. The 
outpouring of love and care 
has also been remarkable!” 
Bishop Silva said. 

The bishop flew to Maui 
late Aug. 12, touring the La-
haina area Aug. 13 and cele-
brated Mass that Sunday 
for 200 people about nine 
miles away in Kapalua at 
Sacred Heart, the other 
church that belongs to 
Maria Lanakila Parish. 

“To arrive in Kapalua, 
we had to drive on the 
upper road above Lahaina 
town. At several places 
along the road we saw spots 
that were destroyed by the 
fire, whether homes or 
businesses, it was hard to 
tell. We could also overlook 
Lahaina town, which was 
shockingly devastated,” he 
said. 

Lahaina holds deep cul-
tural significance for Ha-
waiians as the district “was 
once the capital of the Ha-

waiian Kingdom.” The La-
haina Historic District, 
which encompassed down-
town Lahaina, Front Street 
and its vicinity, was desig-
nated a National Historic 
Landmark in 1962. 

While at the church in 
Kapalua, “I heard stories of 
people who lost one or 
more of their loved ones or 
neighbors, whose houses 
burned down, or who lost 
their livelihood,” Bishop 
Silva told the Hawaii Cath-
olic Herald. “One of my 
friends, who often serves as 
my liturgical master of cer-
emonies when I am on 
Maui, told me that his 
uncle, uncle’s wife, their 
daughter and their grand-
son all were burned to 
death in their car, while 
they were trying to escape. 

“My friend and his wife 
opened their home to other 
relatives who lost their 
home and suspects they 
will be living there for a 
couple of years.” 

Bishop Silva also noted 
that because cell towers 
had burned down and the 
internet was down, most 
people “were not aware 
that Pope Francis had sent a 
letter expressing his con-
cern, prayers, and support 
— even though I had pub-
lished the letter on our di-
ocesan media platforms. I 
read the letter to them, and 
they were very grateful.” 

The pope’s prayers and 
support for the people of 
Maui were in an Aug. 10 
telegram sent by Cardinal 
Pietro Parolin, Vatican sec-
retary of state. On Aug. 13, 
after he led the recitation of 
the Angelus prayer, the 
pope again assured the 

people of Hawaii of his 
prayers. 

Bishop Silva noted that 
Maria Lanakila’s pastor and 
the parish school’s princi-
pal “are looking into using 
some nearby hotel confer-
ence rooms to set up a tem-
porary school,” because 
one of their priorities “is to 
get the children back to 
school, so that they can 
continue their learning, 
have the support of 
teachers and peers, and 
allow time for their parents 
to fill out insurance forms, 
FEMA applications, finding 
new employment, etc.” 

The Maui blaze began 
the night of Aug. 8. The Na-
tional Weather Service said 
strong winds from Hurri-
cane Dora, passing hun-
dreds of miles to the south-
west of the Hawaiian Is-
lands, were partly to blame 
for fueling the fires. 

When the fire struck, 
Bishop Larry Silva was tak-
ing a few vacation days in 
California on his way back 
from World Youth Day in 
Lisbon, Portugal. His office 
quickly organized a Zoom 
virtual rosary to pray for 
the victims. 

“What is needed is 
prayer for those who have 
lost their homes and busi-
nesses,” he said, introduc-
ing the virtual prayer ses-
sion that was attended by 
about 300 people, “prayers 
for our firefighters and first 
responders and police, and 
all those you are trying to 
protect the community, 
prayer for our social service 
agencies, which are gearing 
up to help those who are 
most in need in this time of 
crisis and trial.” 

“And so we pray to our 
Blessed Mother for victory 
over all these tragedies,” he 
said. 

(Patrick Downes is edi-
tor of the Hawaii Catholic 
Herald, newspaper of the 
Diocese of Honolulu. Con-
tributing to this story were 
Jennifer Rector, reporter for 
the Hawaii Catholic Her-
ald, and Julie Asher, OSV 
News senior editor.) 

Donations to Maui wild-
fire relief efforts can be 
made online via the dio-
cese’s Hawaii Catholic 
Community Foundation, 
https://tinyurl.com/Maui 
Catholic, and the Catholic 
Charities Hawaii site,   
catholiccharitieshawaii.org/
maui-relief. 
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Foodservice Equipment, 
Supplies, Disposables, 

Janitorial and more

1 Fourteenth Street,  
Wheeling, WV 26003 

 304-233-2270 
 Stop in or call us today!

Lou W. Nau, Inc.
69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling       Phone (304) 242-6311

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!

louwnau.doitbest.com

We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Advertise  
with  

The Catholic Spirit

 
Contact  

 Colleen Rowan at  
crowan@dwc.org 

 JOHNSON
BOILER WORKS, INC

53 Marshall St.
Benwood, WV 26031

(304) 232-3070
Steam Boiler Repairs
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Click the Link to Donate Today!
dwc.org/CSAdwc.org/CSA

Let Us Pray,Let Us Pray,
Use me God, 

show me how to give generously, 

pray purposefully, 

and serve joyfully

for a purpose greater than myself.

Amen.Amen.
The Catholic Sharing Appeal delivers
essential support for ministries and

programs including funding for Camp
Carlo, social ministries, tuition
assistance, parish food pantry

programs, emergency services, and
outreach efforts. 

The West Virginia Institute for Spirituality 

  
Embracing My Personal Journey: 

Learning the Art of Aging and Dying Well 
(Conference offered via Zoom) 

  
Presented by: 

Sister Carole Riley, CDP, Ph.D., AAPC-Fellow,  
LPC ALPS 

  
Saturday, November 11, 2023 

  
8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

  
To live is to change. Age is a gift. Dying is an art. During this program, reflective 

strategies are provided to assist participants in coming to terms with life and death 
for themselves or a loved one. Hospice, palliative care, caregivers, and those in 
the helping professions will benefit from time to process. Topics of grieving di-
minishment, companioning those dying, and the resources for personal integra-
tion are provided. At the conclusion of the program participants will: 

 
1.Have resources for personal reflection and integration for their own  
dying and aging 
2. Grasp aspects of diminishment in daily dying 
3. Gather resources for companioning those dying 
 
Register online: You can register for this program by emailing 

wvisreg@gmail.com. Please indicate the title of this program in your email to en-
sure you are registered for the correct program. You will receive an email confirm-
ing your registration along with information on making your offering either by 
credit card or check. Please note that certificates will be awarded to participants who keep 
their ZOOM cameras on and fully participate in all sessions of the program. 

REGISTRTION DEADLINE: November 10, 2023 
OFFERING: $50.00 (includes materials, and certificate) 
  
CEUs will be requested and/or approved for: 
Social Workers – SW (5 CEUs), Registered Nurses –                                          
RN and Licensed Professional Counselors – LPC 
(5.75 CEUs) 
  
Questions: Tel. (304) 345-0926 OR  
E-mail: wvisreg@gmail.com www.wvis.org 
 

https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/donor-form/?svcid=renxt&formId=211cd314-8923-4c21-a2e8-66017a167637&envid=p-H8914OIR_kmJ2lQ3_bauBA&zone=usa
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Calling all Cursillistas!  
 
Would you like to gather with other past partici-
pants in Cursillo weekends for an Ultreya meet-
ing? Well, you can, on Saturday, August 19th, and 
you have two locations and times to choose 
from! 
 
The Diocesan Cursillo community will gather, on 
Saturday, August 19th, first at the St. John XXIII 
Pastoral Center, in Charleston, at 10:30 AM. Then, 
the other Ultreya option will be a gathering at the 
Parish Center of St. John University Parish, in 
Morgantown, at 4:30 PM. 
 
What should you expect? At both meetings, we 
will have our Regional Director for Cursillo, Mr. 
Dan Kubisiak, as the rector/moderator, along 
with the Lay Director for Cursillo in South Caro-
lina, Mr. Tommie Smith, as our main witness 
speaker.  
 
At both locations, we will gather for about an 
hour and a half, for fellowship, spiritual enrich-
ment, socializing, refreshments, and a meal. We 
hope these gatherings will help revive Cursillo 
in our wonderful state.  
 
If you would like to join us, and we’d love if you 
would, please let us know either by calling the 
Office of Evangelization & Catechesis, at 304-233-
0880, ext. 374, or by emailing Daniel Maul, at 
dmaul@dwc.org.  

Sunday, September 17: St. Stephen, Ona; 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 19: Our Lady of Mercy Mission, 

Parsons; 5:00 p.m. 

Monday, October 23: Sacred Heart, Chester; 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, November 4: St. Francis Xavier, Parkersburg; 

5:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 19: Sacred Heart, Bluefield;                  

9:00 a.m. 

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE 

Fall 2023  
Bishop Mark E. Brennan,  

Celebrant

Save the Date
2023 L IFE  EXPO

October 5, 2023  | 9:00am - 4:15pm
St. Michael Angelus Center 

Wheeling, WV 

RSVP by September 21, 2023
at dwc.org/2023-life-expo

Sponsored by 
Office of Social Ministry

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston

$15 per person, advance purchase
$20 at the door

Lunch will be provided

Catholic Men of West Virginia,  
Married or Single, Consider  

the Vocation of a Deacon
Deacons are ordained to a 

ministry of service, assisting the 
bishop and his priests in many 
areas, especially in the ministry 
of the liturgy, of the word, and of 
charity.  

The Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston opened a new Dia-
conate Formation Program for 
all Catholic men who will be 35 
by June of 2027. Bishop Mark 
Brennan has made the 2023-
2028 Diaconate Formation Program free to the men who apply, 
and the cost will be covered by the diocese.   

Permanent deacons may be married. They must be faithful 
Catholics. Most work at secular jobs and must be willing to be 
open to an assignment outside of their parish. 

 
 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is accepting  applications 
for the next class of permanent deacons. 
Applications may also be obtained by contacting Tina High in the Office of the 
Episcopal Vicar for Clergy for the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston at (888) 
434-6237 or for the Wheeling area at (304) 233-0880, ext. 271. Completed 
applications must be sent to the Office of the Episcopal Vicar for Clergy for 
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston: Very Rev. Dennis R. Schuelkens, Jr., 
V.E. Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, P.O. Box 230,  Wheeling, WV 26003. 
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Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de ninos: La 

Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston alienta a informar ante las autoridades civiles 

ante todo si se ha cometido un delito. Tambien alentamos a utilizar www.report 

bishopabuse.org para hacer un informe sobre cualquier obispo en los EE. UU. Si 

tiene motivos para creer que un obispo ha cometido una conducta sexual inap-

ropiada, comuniquese con las autoridades civiles de la jurisdiccion correspon-

diente y visite www.reportbishopabuse.org. 
Para informar a las autoridades civiles: comuniquese con la policia 

local; los numeros variaran segun su ubicacion. Si cree que alguien esta en peligro 

inmediato, llame al 911. Para informar confidencialmente cualquier incidencia 

de sospecha de abuso o negligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual, 

comuniquese con la Oficina de  Servicios de Proteccion Infantil de Ninos y Fam-

ilias de West Virginia llamando a la linea directa de abuso infantil al 

800.352.6513. Puede informar anonimamente a esta linea directa si lo                             

prefiere. 
Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La diocesis alienta a in-

formar a las autoridades civiles apropiadas, ante todo, si se ha come- tido un de-

lito. La diocesis tambien alienta a informar a las autoridades eclesiasticas apro-

piadas. Para reportar casos sospechosos de abuso sexual de ninos por parte del 

personal de la Diocesis de  Wheeling-Charleston a la Diocesis, comuniquese con 

uno de los siguientes designados al 1.888.434.6237 o 304.233.0880: Sr. Bryan 

Minor, ext. 263; Sr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; o Muy Reverendo Dennis Schuelkens, 

Jr., V.E., ext. 270. Tambien puede llamar a la Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la 

Diocesis al 304.230.1504.  Tambien puede llamar a la linea directa de abuso sex-

ual de la Diocesis al 833.230.5656. Los formularios de queja estan disponibles en 

linea en www.dwc.org, haga clic en "Diocesis" en la barra de menu, luego en "Ofi-

cinas", luego en "Ambiente seguro", luego "Descargar archivos y formularios". El 

formulario se titula "Formulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de me-

nores". El formulario se puede devolver por correo de EE. UU. A: Office of Safe 

Environment, Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 

26003. 
Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas de la 

Diocesis: llame a la Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, al 304.559.6742. 

Ademas de los metodos enumerados anteriormente para denunciar el abuso 

sexual, la Diocesis tambien se ha asociado  con Navex Global para ofrecer la pla-

taforma EthicsPoint para informar otras inquietudes adicionales, como sospecha 

de mala conducta financiera, profesional y personal de un sacerdote, diacono, 

religioso, o empleado laico de la Diocesis o cualquier parroquia o escuela catolica 

en West Virginia. Se puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint a traves de 

www.dwc.org, en “Rendicion de cuentas”, luego “Informar  mala conducta” o 

llamando al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es un sistema de informes de terceros que  

informa a las autoridades civiles cuando corresponda y a las autoridades dioc-

esanas, y la identidad de la persona que informa esta protegida. Enlaces e inform-

acion: Departamento de Salud y Recursos Humanos de WV: 

https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia Estatal de Virginia Occidental, Un-

idad de Crimenes contra Ninos: 304-293-6400.

Por Cindy Wooden, Catholic 
News Service 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO 
(CNS) — En la solemnidad de la 
Asunción de la Virgen María al 
cielo, el Papa Francisco encomendó 
a sus oraciones por la paz, especial-
mente en Ucrania. 

"El estruendo de las armas cubre 
los intentos de diálogo", dijo el 
Papa a unas 10.000 personas reun-
idas en la Plaza de San Pedro el 15 
de agosto para rezar con él el Ánge-
lus. 

"El derecho de la fuerza prev-
alece sobre la fuerza del derecho" y 
el respeto de los derechos hu-
manos, "pero no nos desani-
memos", dijo el Papa. "Sigamos es-
perando y rezando porque es Dios, 
es él quien guía la historia. ¡Que Él 
nos escuche!". 

Mientras la Iglesia católica cele-

bra la fiesta de la asunción de 
María, en cuerpo y alma, al cielo, la 
lectura del Evangelio del día se cen-
tró en la Visitación, la decisión de 
María de correr a visitar a su prima 
Isabel cuando se enteró de que la 
mujer, ya mayor, también estaba 
esperando un hijo. El pasaje in-
cluye también el Magnificat, 
cuando María alaba la grandeza de 
Dios y todo lo que ha hecho por 
ella. 

"María sube, y la Palabra de Dios 
nos revela lo que la caracterizaba 
mientras sube: el servicio al pró-
jimo y la alabanza a Dios", dijo el 
Papa Francisco a la gente en la 
plaza. 

"Jesús y María, en definitiva, re-
corren el mismo camino: dos vidas 
que suben hacia lo alto, glorifi-
cando a Dios y sirviendo a los her-
manos", dijo el Papa. 

El recorrido de María desde 
Nazaret para visitar a Isabel no fue 
corto, dijo el Papa. Servir a los 
demás tiene un precio, que cada 
uno experimenta "el cansancio, la 
paciencia y las preocupaciones que 
conlleva el cuidado de los demás", 
ya sea viajando por trabajo para 
mantener a la propia familia o pa-
sando noches en vela cuidando de 
un recién nacido u ofreciéndose 
voluntario para cuidar de quienes 
no pueden ofrecer nada a                 
cambio. 

"Es fatigoso, pero es subir hacia 
lo alto, ¡es ganar el Cielo!", dijo el 
Papa Francisco. 

El Evangelio también deja claro 
cómo la alabanza — especialmente 
a Dios, pero también a los demás -
- cambia la calidad de las propias 
acciones y de la propia vida,            
dijo. 

"La alabanza aumenta la alegría. 
La alabanza es como una escalera: 
eleva los corazones", dijo. "La ala-
banza levanta las almas y vence la 
tentación de caer". 

"¿Han visto que las personas 
aburridas, las que viven de la char-
latanería, son incapaces de ala-
bar?", preguntó el Papa a la multi-
tud. 

"Pregúntense: ¿soy capaz de ala-
bar?", sugirió. "¡Qué bueno es ala-
bar a Dios cada día, y también a los 
demás! ¡Qué bueno es vivir de      
gratitud y bendición en lugar de la-
mentaciones y quejas, mirar hacia 
lo alto en lugar de enfadarse! Las 
quejas: hay gente que se queja 
todos los días. Pero mira que Dios 
está cerca de ti, mira que te ha 
creado, mira las cosas que te ha 
dado. ¡Alaba, alaba! Y eso es salud 
espiritual". 

El Papa encomienda oraciones por la paz a la 
Virgen María, asunta al cielo 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — Mien-
tras los incendios continúan ardiendo en la isla 
hawaiana de Maui y el número de muertos se-
guía aumentando, el Papa Francisco ofreció sus 
oraciones y su aliento a los bomberos y socorris-
tas. 

"Su Santidad el Papa Francisco se entristeció 
profundamente al conocer la pérdida de vidas y 
la destrucción causada por los incendios forest-
ales en la isla hawaiana de Maui", decía un tele-
grama enviado por el cardenal Pietro Parolin, 

secretario de Estado del Vaticano, al cardenal 
designado Christoph Pierre, nuncio apostólico 
en Estados Unidos. 

El Papa, decía, "expresa su solidaridad con 
todos los que sufren por esta tragedia, especial-
mente aquellos cuyos seres queridos han 
muerto o están desaparecidos". 

Las autoridades dijeron a finales del 10 de 
agosto que el número de muertos por los incen-
dios, que comenzaron el 8 de agosto, había lle-
gado a 55, y el gobernador Josh Green dijo a los 

periodistas que se esperaba que ese número au-
mentara a medida que continuaba la búsqueda 
a través de propiedades y barrios devastados. 

El Papa Francisco ofreció "la seguridad de ora-
ciones por los muertos, heridos y desplazados, 
así como por los primeros en responder y el per-
sonal de emergencia", escribió el cardenal Pa-
rolin. "Como signo de su cercanía espiritual, el 
Santo Padre invoca de buen grado sobre todo el 
pueblo de Maui las bendiciones de fortaleza y 
paz de Dios Todopoderoso".

El Papa reza por las víctimas de los incendios en Hawaii
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Itinerary 
DAY1: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29  
DEPART USA, ARRIVE IN MEXICO  
• Depart to Mexico City via independent 
flights 
• Welcome dinner with orientation talk  
 
DAY 2: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30  
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe  
• Breakfast at the hotel and then take your 
bus to the world famous Shrine of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe  
• See the miraculous image, the “Tilma” of 
St. Juan Diego, at the Basilica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe  
• Guided tour: the Shrine, the New Basilica, 
Old Basilica, Tepeyac Hill, and more  
• Celebrate Mass with our pilgrim priests  
• Time to pray, shop & explore the grounds 
of the Shrine  
• Dinner presentation: Sisters of Mary pro-
grams around the world  
 
DAY 3: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1  
Sisters of Mary Girlstown 
• Be inspired as you celebrate Mass with 
3,500 girls 
• Enjoy an amazing musical performance by 
the girls 
• Lunch with the exceptional Sisters of Mary 
• Tour Girlstown and see how the Sisters are 
transforming lives  
• Time to play and enjoy the girls 
• Light dinner with the Sisters before de-
parting 
• Return to the hotel for wrap-up  
 
DAY 4: MONDAY, OCTOBER 2  
Return to USA 
• Return home on independent flights  
 

Shrine of Our Lady of                  
Guadalupe  
• The most-visited Marian Shrine in the 
world!  
• Home of the only true image of our 
Blessed Mother. 
(A miraculous image created by God)  
 
PILGRIMAGE PREP SUGGESTIONS  
Excellent books:  
“Our Lady of Gaudalupe: Mother of the Civ-
ilization of Love” by Carl Anderson and 
Eduardo Chavez  
“Priest and Beggar” by Kevin Wells  

 
Sisters of Mary  

In 1964, Venerable Fr. Aloysius Schwartz 
founded the Sisters of Mary to serve the 
poorest of the poor. Today, 400 Sisters now 
operate our Boystowns and Girlstowns in 
seven countries. They have rescued and 
transformed more than 170,000 of the 
world’s poorest children from the most des-
perate circumstances.  
 

Sisters of Mary Girlstown  
and Boystown  

Girlstown and Boystown are safe havens for the 
current group of 21,000 poor and vulnerable chil-
dren who have HOPE for a brighter future thanks 
to the Sisters. In a joyful and loving environ-
ment, they thrive as members of a loving family 
while receiving an education and faith forma-
tion. Upon graduation, many receive scholar-
ships to study at universities and others find 
good jobs. Visit www.worldvillages.org to read 
the amazing success stories and triumphs.  

 
Testimonials 

“It was truly one of the most spiritually impor-
tant pilgrimages I’ve ever made.” 
 —Glory Sullivan 
“Anyone who goes to Guadalupe and Girlstown 
will be so grateful for the experience of this faith-
filled journey.” —Jane Lanier 

 
To Join in the Pilgrimage 

Contact Susan Driscoll at the Sisters of       
Mary World Villages for Children at sdriscoll@            
worldvillages.org or call 1-800-662-6316. 

A WEEKEND PILGRIMAGE  
TO THE  

Shrine of  
Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

Sept. 29 - Oct. 2, 2023

PLUS AN UNFORGETTABLE VISIT TO 
The Sisters of Mary GIRLSTOWN

An Extraordinary Experience! 
•  See for yourself the only image of Our Lady in the  

world by God 

•  Be inspired by Mass at the world-famous Shrine 

•  Walk where the Blessed Mother appeared 

•  Meet the Sisters of Mary, modern day “miracle workers” 

•  Witness how the Sisters of Mary Girlstown program is  

“breaking the cycle of poverty” 

•  A unique pilgrimage with 100% positive reviews   

PILGRIMAGE CHAPLAINS 

Bishop Mark Brennan - West Virginia 
Fr. William Ryan - Togo, West Africa 

Fr. Daniel Leary - Chaplain, Sisters of Mary

Join in a Pilgrimage with Bishop Brennan
September 29-October 2, 2023
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The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and 
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in 
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional 
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing 
sta昀, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most 
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart 
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the 
only program in West Virginia that o昀ers eight specialized, structural heart 
procedures and is one of the few programs in the United States (and 
the only one in West Virginia) o昀ering cerebral embolic protection during 
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter 
mitral valve replacement.

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based techniques to treat all 
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid 
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

David Michael Campsey MD
Interventional Cardiology

Deepak Hooda MD
Interventional Cardiology

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiology

THE MOST ADVANCED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

OUR TEAM

Good Shepherd is hiring nurses!
$15,000 sign-on bonus for RNs and LPNs 

$10,000 sign-on bonus for CNAs

To learn about this offer, our flexible scheduling,  
supportive workplace and other advantages,  
call HR Director Heather Blake at 304.242.1093 
or email hblake@weltyhome.org.


