
August 12, 2022                                              Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston Vol. 53, No. 33

Inside: Msgr. McSweeney Celebrates 50th Anniversary of 
Priesthood, Page 7

WEST VIRGINIA—Bi shop 
Mark Brennan and the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston have an-
nounced the establishment of a 
third phase of tuition assistance 
that will be available to both Cath-
olic and non-Catholic families al-
ready attending or recently en-
rolled in one of our 24 Catholic 
schools across the state. 

This one-time program expan-
sion of up to $450,000 is in recog-
nition and response to the eco-
nomic challenges families are fac-

ing not only in West Virginia but 
also in our nation. This third phase 
of the Diocesan Tuition Assistance 
Program (TAPs) is the first estab-
lished by the diocese for families 
regardless of religion. Previously, 
only families belonging to a parish 
within the diocese were eligible to 
apply for TAPs which distributes 
nearly $1 million annually in tu-
ition assistance. 

The application period for this 
third phase of TAPs for the 2022-
2023 school year will be from Au-

gust 15, 2022 to September 2, 2022. 
Applications are made online at 
www.factsmgt.com. If a Catholic 
family has previously applied for 
TAP for the 2022-2023 school year 
and not received funds, their appli-
cations are automatically sub-
mitted to Phase III. They do not 
need to 

reapply. If a family already re-
ceived TAP funds for this school 
year via Phase I or II, they are not 
eligible for additional funds. Non-
Catholic Families must apply—

even if they previously submitted 
information to the system—to be 
eligible for consideration. 

“The rapid rise in gas prices and 
cost of living is hitting all of us, 
especially our young families,” said 
Superintendent Mary Ann Des-
chaine, Ed.S. “This program 
further acknowledges the commit-
ment to Catholic education in our 
diocese.” 

In 2021, Bishop Mark Brennan 
released a program to give a $250 

Diocese Announces Tuition Assistance Expansion

See  “Tuition” on Page 2

Archbishop Decries Biden Executive Order, 
‘Continued Promotion of Abortion, ’ Page 4

Catholic Charities West Virginia Celebrates New Offices 
at Hazel’s House of Hope Offices in Morgantown

MORGANTOWN — Cath-
olic Charities West Virginia 
(CCWVa) celebrated the open-
ing of its new offices at Hazel’s 
House of Hope in Morgantown 
on Aug. 10 with an open house 
and a blessing by Bishop Mark 
Brennan. 

Hazel’s House of Hope is lo-
cated in the former Ramada Inn 
on Scott Avenue — a building 
that has been converted into a 
social service hub to house mul-
tiple non-profit organizations. 

“Hazel’s House of Hope is 
about building a community of 
kinship, working together to 
serve effectively with compas-
sion and dignity,” said Beth Za-
rate, CCWVa president and chief 
executive officer. “Catholic 
Charities is honored to work 
alongside the many non-profits 
to provide comprehensive serv-
ices to everyone who seeks help. 
It is about working together and 
serving together in a language 
that goes to the heart.”   

Other non-profits currently  
providing services at Hazel’s 
House of Hope include the 
United Way of Monongalia and 
Preston Counties; Salvation Courtesy Photo 

Bishop Mark Brennan blesses Catholic Charities West Virginia offices at Hazel’s House of Hope in Morgantown.See  “Hope” on Page 3
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To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual 
Abuse of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston encourages reporting to civil au-
thorities first and foremost if a crime has been 
committed. We also encourage utilizing www.             
reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about 
any bishop in the U.S. If you have reason to be-
lieve that a bishop has engaged in sexual mis-
conduct or has interfered with an investigation 
into sexual misconduct, please contact civil au-
thorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit 
www.reportbishopabuse.org. 

To Report to Civil Authorities: Con-
tact your local law enforcement: numbers 
will vary based on your location. If you believe 
someone is in im- mediate danger, call 911. To 
confidentially report any incidence of suspected 
child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, 
contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children 
and Families’ Child Protective Services by cal-
ling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. 
You may report anonymously to this hotline if 
you prefer. 

To Report to Diocesan Authorities: 
The diocese encourages reportng to the appro-
priate civil authorities first and foremost if a 
crime has been committed. The diocese also en-
courages reporting to the appropriate church 
authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual 
abuse of children by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, contact 
one of the following designees at 
1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or 
Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. 
You may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe En-
vironment at 304.230.1504. You may also call 
the Diocese’s sexual abuse hotline at 
833.230.5656. Complaint forms are available 
online at www.dwc.org, click “Diocese” on the 
menu bar, then “Offices,” then “Safe Environ-
ment”, then “Download Files and Forms.” The 
form is titled “Complaint Form for Allegations 
of Sexual Abuse of a Minor.” The form may be 
returned via U.S. mail to: Office of Safe Environ-
ment, Diocese of Wheeling- Charleston, PO Box 
230, Wheeling WV 26003. 

To Report to the Diocese’s Victim As-
sistance Coordinator: please call Dr. Patricia 
Bailey at 304.242.6988.  In addition to the 
methods listed above for reporting sexual abuse, 
the Diocese also has partnered with Navex 
Global to offer the EthicsPoint platform to re-
port other, additional concerns, such as sus-
pected financial, professional, and personal mis-
conduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay em-
ployee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or 
school in West Virginia. The EthicsPoint plat-
form can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under 
“Accountability”, then “Report Misconduct” or 
by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-
party reporting system that reports to civil au-
thorities where applicable and Diocesan au-
thorities, and the identity of the person report-
ing is protected. Links and information: WV De-
partment of Health and Human Resources: 
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. West Vir-
ginia State Police, Crimes Against Children 
Unit: 304-293-6400. 

Sexual Abuse Awareness Training 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB) requires that all Dioceses/Eparchies 
have in place a Safe Environment Program for 
the protection of children and young people.  In 
accordance with these requirements, the  Dio-
cese of Wheeling-Charleston’s Safe Environ-
ment Program consists of the following compo-
nents for persons seeking employment or to vol-
unteer—directly or indirectly—with children: 
background check; receipt of the Diocese’s Pol-
icy Relating to Sexual Abuse of Children; and 
sexual abuse awareness training for adults. Sex-
ual abuse awareness training may be completed 
online or via live workshop. For more  informa-
tion on the Office of  Safe Environment,please 
go to www.dwc.org, click “Diocese”, then “Of-
fices,” then “Office of  Safe  Environment.” 

Tuition...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

tuition credit for each child in 
grades PK-12 regardless of need 
or religion, as a means to allevi-
ate the financial strains caused 
by the pandemic. Overall, it was 
a $1.2 million investment by 
the diocese for the Catholic 
school families. 

For more information visit 
wvcatholicschools.org or con-
tact your local Catholic school. 

Advertise with 
 The Catholic Spirit

 
Contact: Colleen Rowan at 

crowan@dwc.org 
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Hope...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

Army of Monongalia, Marion, and 
Preston Counties; Bartlett Housing 
Solutions; Crittenton Services; 
Hope Hill Sobering Center; Salva-
tion Army; and Lauren’s Wish Cri-
sis Triage Center. 

“Successful collaboration saves 
costs by sharing infrastructure; but 
most importantly, it strengthens 
programming and adds value, kin-
ship, and shared compassion,” said 
Zarate. 

CCWVa programs at Hazel’s 
House of Hope include a food pan-
try, basic needs assistance, case 
management services, Refugee            
Resettlement and Immigration 
Services, Child Care Resource 
Center, and West Virginia Birth to 
Three. 

Zarate and Catholic Charities 
officials expressed their gratitude 
to Hazel Trust and those who in-
spired the vision of Hazel House of 
Hope. 

“If a family in need can access 
multiple coordinated resources, 

that efficiency helps to ease a        
daily burden,” said Sara Lindsay, 
CCWVa chief program officer. 
“Better yet — if a family can sense 
a genuine community-level effort 
to provide quality care from multi-
ple angles — it can start to ease the 

chronic stress of poverty over 
time.” 

CCWVa serves all people regard-
less of faith, family or background 
throughout West Virginia. 

To learn more about CCWVa, 
visit www.CatholicCharitiesWV.org.  

Retreat Brings Deacons and Candidates Together 

Courtesy Photo 
Deacons and their wives and diaconate candidates and their wives are pictured with Bishop Mark Brennan during the annual Deacon Retreat at St. John XXIII Pastoral 
Center in Charleston Aug. 5-6.

Courtesy Photo 
The former Ramada Inn building on Scott Avenue in Morgantown is now Hazel’s 
House of Hope, a social service hub for local non-profit organizations. 
 

Courtesy Photo 
Catholic Charities West Virginia staff give tours of their new offices and food pantry 
at Hazel’s House of Hope in Morgantown.
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On Saturday, October 29th, 2022 from 
11:00 AM to 7:00 PM, 

join us at our Diocesan camp property:
225 Catholic Conference Center

Huttonsville, West Virginia 26273 

Please register though The Diocese of Wheeling Charleston.
 

For more information, please call the Office of Evangelization &
Catechesis at 304-233-0880, extension 374.

We will celebrate Mass with our bishop,
Mark E. Brennan. There will also be
adoration, music, food, recreational
activities, catechesis, and speakers.

 
 Parents are encouraged to attend as well.

Come and gather in the name of the Lord with other young people to
celebrate our belief in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist at the

Diocesan Youth Eucharistic Revival.

Calling all Middle and High
School students!

By Catholic News Service 
WASHINGTON (CNS) — De-

crying President Joe Biden’s new 
executive order on abortion, the 
chairman of the U.S. bishops’ pro-
life committee said Aug. 5 that 
“continued promotion of abortion 
takes lives and irreparably harms 
vulnerable pregnant mothers, their 
families and society.” 

“Even preceding the Dobbs 
decision, my brother bishops and I 
have implored the nation to stand 
with moms in need, and work to-
gether to protect and support 
women and children,” Baltimore 
Archbishop William E. Lori said in 
a statement. 

“It is the wrong direction to take 
at a moment when we should be 
working to support women and to 
build up a culture of life,” added 
the prelate, who heads the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Committee on Pro-life Activities. 

On Aug. 3, Biden signed an ex-

ecutive order instructing the De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services “to advance access to re-
productive health care services, in-
cluding, to the extent permitted by 
federal law, through Medicaid for 
patients traveling across state lines 
for medical care.” 

In his statement, Archbishop 
Lori said: “I continue to call on          
the president and all our elected of-
ficials to increase support and care 
to mothers and babies, rather than 
facilitate the destruction of de-
fenseless, voiceless human be-
ings.” 

“Blessed Virgin Mary, patroness 
of our nation, intercede for us as we 
advocate to protect human life and 
work toward solutions that will 
help every mother and child flour-
ish,” he said. 

Biden wrote in his order that 
“eliminating the right recognized 
in Roe has had and will continue to 
have devastating implications for 

women’s health and public health 
more broadly.” 

Before he signed the order at a 
White House event, he claimed 
that because of the court’s reversal 
of Roe, a “health care crisis ... has 
unfolded” that is affecting women 
“all across America.” 

The use of Medicaid funds is 
aimed at helping low-income 
women obtain an abortion in 
another state if the state where 
they reside has banned it, accord-
ing to White House officials. 

Critics of the move said it was 
unclear how federal funds could be 
used because the long-standing 
federal Hyde Amendment pro-
hibits federal government dollars 
from being spent on abortion ex-
cept in cases of rape, incest and to 
save the woman’s life. 

This was Biden’s second execu-
tive order regarding abortion. The 
first one he issued was July 8 to 
safeguard access to medication 

abortion and emergency contra-
ception; protect patient privacy; 
launch public education efforts; 
and strengthen “the security of and 
the legal options available to those 
seeking and providing abortion 
services.” 

Before signing the first order, 
Biden condemned what he called 
the “extreme” Supreme Court    
majority for overturning Roe v. 
Wade. 

The court’s June 24 ruling came 
in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization, a challenge 
to a Mississippi law banning abor-
tion after 15 weeks. 

In affirming the law 6-3, the 
high court also voted 5-4 to over-
turn the 1973 Roe ruling, which le-
galized abortion nationwide, and 
1992’s Casey v. Planned Parent-
hood ruling, which affirmed Roe. 

The ruling sends the issue of 
abortion regulation back to the 
states.

Archbishop Decries Biden Executive Order, 
‘Continued Promotion of Abortion’
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By Rhina Guidos, Catholic News Service 
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security said Aug. 8 that it was set to end, in “a quick, and orderly, 
manner,” a Trump-era policy that keeps asylum-seekers out of the 
country while they wait for immigration courts to hear their cas-
es. 

The Biden administration has battled legal impediments since 
its first day in office to end the Migrant Protection Protocols, pop-
ularly known as “Remain in Mexico,” created in late 2018 by the 
Trump administration and implemented in January 2019. 

Since then, under MPP, individuals asking for asylum at U.S. 
border crossings — or in between ports of entry after crossing — 
were given paperwork and scheduled for a hearing for an asylum 
claim, then told to return to the Mexico side to wait out the pro-
cess. 

But many immigrant supporters said that put people in danger 
as cartels near the border preyed on them and they faced kidnap-
ping, extorsion, assault and, in some cases rape, as they struggled 
to survive each day in dangerous border towns. 

Official figures show that under this program, 70,000 people 
have been forced to wait in Mexico, with the majority of them 
coming from places such as Venezuela and Nicaragua, which are 
both experiencing political and economic turmoil. DHS said those 
enrolled will be allowed to enter during their next scheduled court 
date. 

But even if they enter, there is no guarantee they will be allowed 
to stay. It just means they can wait out the process in the U.S. 

DHS Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas said MPP had “endemic 
flaws, imposes unjustifiable human costs, and pulls resources and 
personnel away from other priority efforts to secure our border.” 

DHS reiterated that it was still enforcing Title 42, a health meas-
ure that kicked in during the coronavirus pandemic and has been 
enforced by the Trump and Biden administrations. 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection has said in the past that the 
provision is to prohibit “the entry of certain persons who poten-
tially pose a health risk, either by virtue of being subject to pre-
viously announced travel restrictions or because they unlawfully 
entered the country to bypass health screening measures.” 

The most recent DHS news release on ending MPP said “that in-
dividuals encountered at the Southwest border who cannot estab-
lish a legal basis to remain in the United States will be removed or 
expelled.” 

Catholic organizations have repeatedly protested against the 
Biden and Trump administrations on both measures.

Asylum-Seekers Will 
be Allowed in as DHS 
Ends ‘Remain in 
Mexico’ Policy

By  Catholic News Service 
NEW ORLEANS (CNS) — The 

5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
New Orleans heard oral arguments 
Aug. 4 in Franciscan Alliance v. Be-
cerra, a challenge to a federal man-
date that requires doctors to perform 
gender transition procedures even if 
this violates their conscience and 
medical judgment. 

“Franciscan Alliance and the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual 
Adoration seek to carry on Jesus 
Christ’s healing ministry by                
providing the best possible care to 
every person who comes through 
our doors,” said Sister Petra Nielsen, 
a Sister of St. Francis of Perpetual 
Adoration, who is a member of the 
Franciscan Alliance’s corporate 
board. 

“We are simply asking the courts 
to let us keep caring for all our pa-
tients with joy and compassion — as 
we’ve done for over 145 years,” she 
said in a statement released by 
Becket, a Washington-based reli-
gious liberty law firm representing 
the plaintiffs. 

“We asked the court today to let 
doctors keep caring for all patients 
with compassion, conscience and 
common sense,” said Becket counsel 
Joseph Davis. “We are hopeful the 
court will agree that the transgender 
mandate clearly violates federal law 
and doctors’ freedom of con-
science.” 

In 2016, the federal government 
under the Obama administration 
began implementing a mandate re-
quiring doctors to perform gender 
transition procedures on any pa-
tient, including children, and re-

quired private insurance companies 
— except plans run by Medicare and 
Medicaid — and many employers to 
cover gender reassignment therapy 
or face severe penalties and legal ac-
tion. 

In August of that year, Becket, 
joined by eight state governments, 
filed a lawsuit in Texas against the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services on behalf of Francis-
can Alliance, a religious hospital net-
work sponsored by the Sisters of St. 
Francis of Perpetual Adoration, and 
the Christian Medical & Dental As-
sociations. 

After years of litigation, including 
an appeal to the 5th Circuit and a re-
mand to the lower court, the District 
Court granted the doctors and hospi-
tals in the case involved permanent 
relief from the mandate and pro-
tected their medical conscience 
rights. 

The Biden administration  
appealed to keep the mandate    
in place. Secretary Xavier Becerra 
heads HHS under President Joe 
Biden. 

In a separate action, the HHS civil 
rights office July 25 released pro-
posed regulations that could force 
health care workers to perform 
gender transition procedures; re-
quire health insurance plans to 
cover those costs; and likely remove 
federal conscience protection for 
those in health care who object to 
performing abortions. 

On Aug. 4, the proposal was pub-
lished by the Federal Register, open-
ing a 60-day period for public com-
ment that can be submitted at 
https://bit.ly/3vEM4Bl.

5th Circuit urged to Keep 
Injunction in Place on 
HHS Transgender 
Mandate

V i s i t  www.pathlms.com/cdu  t o  b r o w s e  
t h e  c o u r s e s  a n d  r e g i s t e r .  U s e  t h e  a c c e s s  
c o d e ,

w h e n  s e t t i n g  u p  y o u r  a c c o u n t  t o  r e c e i v e  y o u r  f r e e  t u i t i o n !

C D U 2 0 D I O C E S E W C
cdu.edu

CDU partners with the diocese to o昀er free 
non-credit continuing education courses for catechists 

and those involved in parish ministry.
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JASON EVERT
He is a bestselling author of more than 
ten books, and has brought the message 
of chastity to more than one million 
people on six continents. He and his wife 
Crystalina run chastityproject.com

GENDER & THE THEOLOGY
OF YOUR BODY

THE PURIFIED EVENT
A LIFE-CHANGING EVENT FOR FAMILIES (AGES 13+)

SEPTEMBER 26 SEPTEMBER 27
ST. MICHAEL PARISH ST. MICHAEL PARISH

EVENING INCLUDES:
•  Chasity presentation for teens and parents
•  Sacrament of Reconciliation
•  Eucharistic Adoration
•  Free Books and CDs for every family! ($20 value)

EVENING INCLUDES:
What’s the meaning of sex, gender, and the human body? The 

truth of masculinity and femininity are being questioned like 

never before. Discover how your body as a man or woman reveals 

your identity and calling.

DOORS OPEN @ 6:30 - EVENT STARTS @ 7 DOORS OPEN @ 6 - EVENT STARTS @ 6:30

If you have any questions or if you would like to purchase tickets, 
please contact Diane at the parish office: 304-242-1560

TWO EVENTS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE! $20 Per Person

STRONGLY SUGGEST to attend this talk for a better foundation for the 2nd talk Purchase Tickets with QR Code

Wheeling, W.Va.
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Msgr. McSweeney Celebrates Golden Jubilee

Colleen Rowan Photos 
Clockwise from top left: Msgr. Jeremiah McSweeney bestows an Irish blessing at the end of the Mass celebrating his 50th anniversary of priesthood at St. Michael Parish in 
Wheeling Aug. 4; Bishop Mark Brennan celebrates the Mass; concelebrating priests process at the end of Mass; Bishop Brennan and Msgr. McSweeney offer the sign of peace 
to one another; and altar servers lead the procession at the end of Mass.

“A hundred thousand thanks for honoring me with your presence at my 50th anniversary 
of ordination celebration. It means the world to me that you were present.” 

—Msgr. Jeremiah F. McSweeney

By Colleen Rowan 

“We are grateful to God that this son 
of Ireland came to us here in 
America and we pray that God 

may richly bless this priest who has been such a 
blessing to us.” Bishop Mark Brennan shared 
these words in his homily for the Mass celebrat-
ing Msgr. Jeremiah McSweeney’s Golden Jubilee 
at St. Michael Parish in Wheeling Aug. 6. The 
church was filled that evening with monsignor’s 
brother priests, deacons, friends, and parishio-
ners. 

“Fifty years ago, a young Jerry McSweeney 
answered God’s call, stepped forward, and was 
ordained a priest,” Bishop Brennan said in his 
homily. “And he came to wild and wonderful 
West Virginia.”  

The Mass, Bishop Brennan said, was being 
celebrated on the feast of St. John Vianney, the 

patron saint of priests. In his priesthood, Msgr. 
McSweeney served in many parts of the state: St. 
Anthony Parish in Follansbee, St. Francis de 
Sales Parish in Beckley, St. John the Evangelist 
Parish in Mullens, St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
in Ronceverte, Ss. Peter and Paul Parish in Oak 
Hill, St. Luke the Evangelist Parish in Cheat 
Lake, St. Patrick Parish in Weston and, finally, 
St. Michael Parish in Wheeling, where he served 
for seven years as pastor. 

Msgr. McSweeney was ordained to the priest-
hood on June 17, 1972. He retired from active 
ministry June 15, 2016, and resides in Wheel-
ing.  

Bishop Brennan was the celebrant of the 
Mass for Msgr. McSweeney’s Golden Jubilee. The 
designated concelebrants, along with Msgr. 
McSweeney, were Msgr. Samuel S. Sacus; Very 
Rev. Sebastian E. Devasya, V.F.; Very Rev. J. 

Stephen Vallelonga, V.F.; Father Penumaka 
Manikyalarao, HGN; Father William K. Ma-
theny, Jr.; Father Carlos L. Melocoton, Jr.; and 
Father James B. McCafferty, Jr., SM. Concele-
brating were many other priests of the diocese. 
Deacons for the Mass were Deacon Doug Breid-
ing and Deacon Steve Wharton.  

In his homily, Bishop Brennan pointed to the 
reading from the Letter to the Hebrews: “Every 
high priest is taken from among men and made 
their representative before God, to offer gifts 
and sacrifices for sins (Hebrews 5:1).” 

A young Msgr. McSweeney began to do that 
on behalf of God’s people, to offer gifts and sac-
rifices for them, the bishop said. Every time he 
celebrated Mass, Msgr. McSweeney was making 
the saving grace of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross 
available to God’s people, Bishop Brennan said. 

See  “McSweeney” on Page 8
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BRIDGEPORT—All 
Saints Catholic Church in 
Bridgeport is presently cele-
brating its 75th Anniversary 
as a parish and will be the 
site of a free concert                                                       
featuring the internationally 
known ecumenical gospel 
choir "Composition of 
Praise" from Washington, 
D.C., Sunday, Sept. 11 at 4 
p.m. 

Musical lovers and         
especially those who partici-
pate in choirs, voice stu-
dents, musicians of all kinds, 
in general, will find this a 
rich opportunity             to 
delve into the beauty of Gos-
pel Music. The parish is 
pleased to make this event 
happen, as it opens the doors 
for the community at large 
to experience music that is 
so powerful and unique.  

It’s a way to celebrate the 
arts, while at the same time 
to celebrate and affirm faith.  

This upcoming visiting 
vocal ensemble is made up of 
several voices and a small in-
strumental combo. The gos-
pel group will             also sing 
for the 5 p.m. Mass on Satur-
day, Sept. 10, and the 10 a.m. 
Sunday Mass Sunday, Sept. 
11. They will also give a free 
Gospel Music Workshop on 
Saturday, Sept. 10 at 11 a.m. 
at All Saints. The      workshop 
will be led by their director 
Eddie Cromwell.  

Cromwell is also director 
of St. Augustine             Cath-
olic Church Music Ministry 
in Washington, D.C. He is a 
gifted, inspirational, self-

trained classical pianist, 
composer and organizer in 
gospel music ministry for 
more than twenty years. He 
has performed with the likes 
of many nationally known 
gospel artists, such as the Wi-
nans, Darryl Coley, Tra-
maine Hawkins, Andre 
Crouch, Richard Smallwood, 
John P. Kee, Dianne Reeves, 
Karen Clark-Sheard and An-
thony Brown. In the last sev-
eral years, he has had the dis-
tinguished honor of direct-
ing performances with his                  
parish choir at St. Augustine 
Catholic Church on the oc-
casions of Papal Visits to the 
United States, — including 
performances for Pope Bene-
dict, Pope Francis. He has led              
groups that have performed 
at the White House during 
the Bush Administration 
and Obama Administration 
and he continues to still be 
in demand for various musi-
cal performances in a variety 
of locations, in his local area 
and abroad. 

Historically and even 
today, “Composition of 
Praise” has been represented 
by various denominations 
including: Roman Catholic, 
Seventh-day Adventist, Bap-
tist, Church of God in Christ 
(COGIC) and Non-denomi-
national.  The Sunday con-
cert will feature various gen-
res of songs which include: a 
mix of traditional, modern 
and contemporary Gospel. 
The choir’s voices fill the en-
tire church with a soul-filled 
energetic burst of musical 

praise to God.  
Over the years, this group 

has always been in high de-
mand. They have traveled to 
various islands, including: 
The Turks and Caicos, Puerto 
Rico and the Dominican Re-
public as well as Bethel AME 
Church in Moorestown, N.J. 
Several trips throughout 
Italy, including Calabria, 
where they sang to packed 
concert halls and historical 
Catholic churches and ca-
thedrals. 

This will be their fourth 
time in Bridgeport. Their last 
visit drew hundreds           of 
people to All Saints for the 
concert. Anyone looking for 
their spirits to be raised and 
their hearts to       be full of 
joy, should consider coming 
to this free event. The work 
of Composition of Praise 
Gospel Choir is quite unique 
and vibrant. You can hear 
some of their music on You-
tube as well.  

All Saints Parish is look-

ing forward to hosting this 
musical event. There is no 
fee to attend the concert.  

For more information, 
please call (304) 842-2283, 
ext. 16, or check out    
allsaintsbridgeport.com or          
All Saints Roman Catholic 
Church on Facebook. All 
Saints also broadcasts is Sun-
day Morning Mass on You-
tube as well. 

All Saints Church is lo-
cated at 317 East Main Street, 
in Bridgeport. 

‘Composition of Praise’ Ecumenical Gospel Choir 
Returns to All Saints Church for a Free Concert

Courtesy Photo 
The internationally known ecumenical gospel choir “Composition of Praise” of Washington, D.C., per-
forms.

McSweeney...  
Cont’d from Page 7 

“God chooses ordinary people to do extraordinary 
things,” the bishop said. “Think of the apostles … They wer-
en’t the high priests or the legal scholars of their day. They 
were just ordinary working people. But Jesus chose them as 
the nucleus of his movement and his church. The extraordi-
nary task given to an ordinary human being, Father McSwee-
ney, was fulfilled especially in the Eucharist.” 

At the end of his homily, Bishop Brennan said, “Monsi-
gnor, ‘ad multos annos.’” This is a Latin phrase meaning “For 
many more years.” 

“This has been a fantastic celebration of hope and joy,” 
said Msgr. McSweeney, who bestowed upon all an Irish bless-
ing. 

He thanked Bishop Brennan; Father Melocoton, pastor of 
St. Michael’s; Chad Carter, chancellor of the diocese and di-
rector of music at St. Michael’s; the choir; his brother priests; 
deacons; and all who were present to celebrate this special day 
with him. 

In published remarks prior to the Mass, Msgr. McSweeney 
said: “A hundred thousand thanks for honoring me with your 
presence at my 50th anniversary of ordination celebration. It 
means the world to me that you were present. Thank you so 
very much. The Lord’s blessings in abundance to all of you.” 

A dinner was held at St. Michael’s Angelus Center follow-
ing the Mass. 
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The oldest standing Catholic church in 
West Virginia will be the setting for the an-
nual Mass of the Feast of the Assumption 

Aug. 15 at 6 p.m. with an ice cream social on the 
grounds following the Mass.  St. John the Evan-
gelist Chapel in Sweet Springs will be open at 4 
p.m. for tours of the building which was con-
structed as early as 1839 and the public is in-
vited. 

Father James Conyers, pastor of St. Charles 
Borromeo Parish in White Sulphur Springs and 
St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Ronceverte, will 
celebrate the Mass with priests from nearby Vir-
ginia  and as afar away as the Diocese of Raleigh, 
N.C., concelebrating.   

Music for the Mass will be provided by the 
“Hymns and Hers” choir of St. Catherine of 
Siena Church. 

Built as early as 1839, the church served as a 
family church for the late Gov. John Floyd of 
Virginia whose daughters attended Catholic 
schools in Washington, D.C., and Richmond, 
Va., and converted to the Catholicism, along 
with their mother. 

Priests serving Sweet Springs in the 1800s 
also rode horseback to outlying areas as far away 
as Summersville, Lewisburg, and southwestern 
Virginia, establishing outpost churches in each 
area. 

 The church was built of brick by the slaves on 
the Lynnside Plantation, owned by the Lewis 
and Floyd family and the slaves also attended 
the Masses in the church.   

For additional information on the Aug. 15 
tours, Mass, and ice cream social, telephone the 
office of the Catholic churches of the Greenbrier 
Valley at (304) 536-1813 or the Greenbrier Val-
ley Council 8689 Knights of Columbus at (304) 
645-1373. 

The public is invited to the church events.  
The church is located on VA/WV 311 at its inter-
section with WV 3 in Sweet Springs. From the 
East, take the Callahan Exit in Virginia from              
I-64 and travel VA 159/311 south to less that           
one mile into West Virginia to the church.         
From West, travel I-64 to the Crows, Va., Exit 
and VA/WV 311 to Sweet Springs. From                       
the south, take US 219 North to downtown 

Union and WV 3 east 19 miles to Sweet           
Springs. 

Meanwhile, the First Saturday devotions          
and daily Mass will be held the first Saturday              
in September and October beginning at               

10:30 a.m. in Greenbrier County’s oldest Cath-
olic church building, the Church of Mary      
Immaculate near Williamsburg with a covered 
dish lunch on the grounds following the     
daily Mass. 

Feast of the Assumption Mass to be Celebrated 
at Historic Sweet Springs Chapel 

Courtesy Photo 
St. John the Evangelist Chapel in Sweet Springs 
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WEST LIBERTY — West Liberty 
University (WLU) and Wheeling 
University  marked the establish-
ment of a new articulation agree-
ment for undergraduate students 
seeking advanced degrees in physical 
therapy in an Aug. 9 signing agree-
ment, held in WLU’s Shaw Hall. 

“This new collaboration between 
both of our institutions offers a 
seamless transition for West Liberty 
University students and will benefit 
those most interested in the field of 
professional healthcare, specifically 
those seeking a Doctorate of Physical 
Therapy degree,” said Dr. W. Frank-
lin Evans, WLU’s president. 

“We are pleased to partner with 
West Liberty University and look for-
ward to welcoming qualified stu-
dents into our well-established pro-
gram. This agreement is sure to result 
in well-trained physical therapists 
serving the community and the 
larger medical field, something we 
can all appreciate,” said Ginny R. Fa-
vede, Wheeling’s president. 

According to Dr. Alison Kreger, 
PT, DPT, Ed.D., director of Wheel-
ing’s Doctor of Physical Therapy 
(DPT) program, “By partnering, 
Wheeling and West Liberty will help 
both institutions facilitate the train-
ing of physical therapy professionals 
who can provide high quality pa-
tient care.” 

The collaborative agreement be-
tween West Liberty University and 
Wheeling University will be open to 
students in any WLU undergraduate 
major who meets specific qualifica-
tions and prerequisite courses, in-
cluding (partial list): 

• An overall cumulative un-
dergraduate grade point average of 
3.3 on a 4.0 scale or higher; 

• A grade point average of 3.3 
on a 4.0 scale or higher in the re-
quired prerequisite courses, which 
include, but are not limited to: BIO 
124/125, BIO 325/326, BIO 302/303, 
BIO 328/334, CHEM 110/111, 
CHEM 112/113, PHYS 101/110, 
PHYS 102/111, PSYC 101, MAT 160 
Higher level courses may be substi-
tuted for lower-level courses in the 
same area. 

• A minimum grade of B in 
each required prerequisite course 

Wheeling University has agreed 
to accept up to two students per year 
into their DPT program. 

Wheeling University’s DPT pro-
gram emphasizes a whole person ap-
proach to the investigation of clini-
cal issues using a Problem-Based 
Learning (PBL) format. PBL encour-
ages teamwork, open discussion, and 
researching appropriate resources to 
acquire the essential didactic knowl-
edge. 

Through this unique learning for-

mat, Wheeling’s physical therapy 
graduates demonstrate exemplary 
professionalism, exceptional skills 
and problem solving, as well as the 
ability to access and utilize knowl-
edge, reflective of a commitment to 
life-long learning, according to 
Kreger. 

Wheeling University and West Liberty University Sign 
Articulation Agreement for Doctorate of Physical Therapy

Courtesy Photo 
Pictured are Ginny R. Favede, Wheeling University president, and Dr. W. Franklin 
Evans, West Liberty University president.

 JOHNSON
BOILER WORKS, INC

53 Marshall St.
Benwood, WV 26031

(304) 232-3070
Steam Boiler Repairs

Lou W. Nau, Inc.
69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling       Phone (304) 242-6311

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!

louwnau.doitbest.com

We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

107 Years
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Get acquainted with three unique churches in the Mountain State 
while you meet, pray and develop spiritual friendships with other Catho-
lics.  Motor coach tour starts in Summersville, West Virginia, and features 
Mass, rosary, discussion sessions and adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  Masses will be celebrated at St. Bernard Chapel in Snowshoe by 
Father Arthur Bufogle Jr.  and at Holy Family Church in Richwood by Father 
Quy Dang. 

Cost is $600, which includes motel, tour bus and most meals.  Registra-
tion and $100 down payment required by August 23, with a maximum of 30 
attendees.  If less than 20 sign up, the trip will be cancelled and down pay-
ment returned to you. 

For details and to sign up, text or call (304) 644-9906, or email 
jbard11@frontier.com. 

Connecting with your West Virginia Catholic Roots:  
September 6-9, 2022

Mountain Church Pilgrimage:
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December 31, 2022

HURRICANE—Knights of Co-
lumbus Bishop H. Hodges Coun-
cil, 9483, of Hurricane  gave  their                
pastor, Father Bill Matheny, a 
memorable going away gift as                        
he prepared to move to a new par-
ish.  

The council took Father Ma-
theny to a Charleston Dirty Birds 
baseball game and collected dona-
tions well over $1,000 so far.  
Father Matheny will be donating 
all of the money to charity.  Father 
Matheny was part of the pregame 
ceremonies and was recognized 
during the game. 

 “Our council planned the en-
tire outing, arranged for Father 
Bill to throw the first pitch, and 

provided a photograph of Father 
Bill to be displayed on the big 
screen during the game,” said 
Mark Trimble, a member of the 
council.  “Also, we had special, 
souvenir tickets printed with ‘Best 
wishes Father Bill!’ 

The council purchased 95 
tickets and sold every one of them 
(for donation of any amount).  

“In fact,” Trimble said, “the 
team allowed me and a few others 
to enter the game without our 
tickets so we could sell our tickets 
to others who wanted them! “  

The council is from the Church 
of the Ascension in Hurricane. 
Father Matheny is now pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Chester. 

Courtesy Photo 
Father Bill Matheny, kneeling, is pictured with Knights of Columbus Bishop H. 
Hodges Council 9483 of Hurricane and parishioners of the Church of the Ascension 
in Hurricane at a Charleston Dirty Birds baseball game.

Hurricane Knights Give 
Gift of Baseball to 
Outgoing Pastor
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MISSION MOMENTMISSION MOMENT
Catholic Charities West VirginiaCatholic Charities West Virginia

To better demonstrate care and concern for the many individuals ex-
periencing homelessness, the Catholic Charities West Virginia 
(CCWVa) Western Region has begun filling tote bags with personal care 
items and distributing the bags in Charleston, Huntington, and Par-
kersburg. 

“What so ever you do to the least of my brothers, you do unto me.” 
– Matthew 25 

The tote bags, known as “Matthew 25 Bags,” are filled with food, 
bottled water, personal hygiene items, socks, a blanket, and other as-
sorted items vital for someone without a home. The CCWVa team plans 
to continue connecting with parishes and others sites throughout the 
area to continue distributing the supplies. 

To learn more about Catholic Charities West Virginia, visit 
www.CatholicCharitiesWV.org. 

The Mission of Catholic Charities West Virginia: Guided by                   
God’s love, Catholic Charities collaborates with community                       
partners, parishes and families to provide caring and compassionate 
services to people in need and work toward lasting and meaningful 
change. 

Matthew 25 Bags Help 
Neighbors in Need

CommunityCommunity
FestivalFestival

Cathedral of St. Joseph

FOOD TRUCKS & VENDORS
GAMES • LIVE MUSIC

CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOSEPH
1300 EOFF STREET, WHEELING, WV 26003

Sunday, September 4Sunday, September 4
3 to 7 PM3 to 7 PM

Join us for an afternoon of family fun!

Courtesy Photo 
Catholic Charities West Virginia distributes “Matthew 25 Bags” for those experi-
encing homelessness.

 

VISIT DWC.ORG/CSA 

"The Catholic Sharing Appeal is one of the many
ways we are united in God's love as Catholics and

as members of our Diocesan Family."
- Krissie Benson
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Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de ninos: La 
Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston alienta a informar ante las autoridades 
civiles ante todo si se ha cometido un delito. Tambien alentamos a utilizar 
www.report bishopabuse.org para hacer un informe sobre cualquier 
obispo en los EE. UU. Si tiene motivos para creer que un obispo ha come-
tido una conducta sexual inapropiada, comuniquese con las autoridades 
civiles de la jurisdiccion correspondiente y visite www.reportbishop-
abuse.org. 

Para informar a las autoridades civiles: comuniquese con la 
policia local; los numeros variaran segun su ubicacion. Si cree que alguien 
esta en peligro inmediato, llame al 911. Para informar confidencialmente 
cualquier incidencia de sospecha de abuso o negligencia infantil, in-
cluido el abuso sexual, comuniquese con la Oficina de  Servicios de Pro-
teccion Infantil de Ninos y Familias de West  Virginia llamando a la linea 
directa de abuso infantil al 800.352.6513. Puede informar 
anonimamente a esta linea directa si lo prefiere. 

Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La diocesis               
alienta a informar a las autoridades civiles apropiadas, ante todo, si se ha 
come- tido un delito. La diocesis tambien alienta a informar a las auto-
ridades eclesiasticas apropiadas. Para reportar casos sospechosos de abuso 
sexual de ninos por parte del personal de la Diocesis de  Wheeling-
Charleston a la Diocesis, comuniquese con uno de los siguientes desig-
nados al 1.888.434.6237 o 304.233.0880: Sr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Sr. 
Tim Bishop, ext. 353; o Muy Reverendo Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 
270. Tambien puede llamar a la Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la Diocesis 

al 304.230.1504.  Tambien puede llamar a la linea directa de abuso               
sexual de la Diocesis al 833.230.5656. Los formularios de queja estan             
disponibles en linea en www.dwc.org, haga clic en "Diocesis" en la              
barra de menu, luego en "Oficinas", luego en "Ambiente seguro",           
luego "Descargar archivos y formularios". El formulario se titula          
"Formulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de menores". El for-
mulario se puede devolver por correo de EE. UU. A: Office of Safe Envi-
ronment, Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 
26003. 

Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas de la 
Diocesis: llame a la Dra. Patricia Bailey al 304.242.6988. 

Ademas de los metodos enumerados anteriormente para denunciar el 
abuso sexual, la Diocesis tambien se ha asociado  con Navex Global para 
ofrecer la plataforma EthicsPoint para  informar otras inquietudes adi-
cionales, como sospecha de mala conducta financiera, profesional y per-
sonal de un sacerdote, diacono, religioso, o empleado laico de la Diocesis 
o cualquier parroquia o escuela catolica en West Virginia. Se puede ac-
ceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint a traves de www.dwc.org, en “Rendicion 
de cuentas”, luego “Informar  mala conducta” o llamando al 
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es un sistema de informes de terceros que  in-
forma a las autoridades civiles cuando corresponda y a las autoridades di-
ocesanas, y la identidad de la persona que informa esta protegida. Enlaces 
e informacion: Departamento de Salud y Recursos Humanos de WV: 
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia Estatal de Virginia  Occiden-
tal, Unidad de Crimenes contra Ninos: 304-293-6400.

Por Rhina Guidos, Catholic 
News Service 

WASHINGTON (CNS) -- El 8 de 
agosto, el Departamento de Seguri-
dad Nacional de Estados Unidos 
(DHS, por sus siglas en inglés) ex-
presó que estaba listo para poner 
fin, de "una manera rápida y orde-
nada", una política de la era de 
Donald Trump que mantiene a so-
licitantes de asilo fuera del país 
mientras esperan que los tribunales 
de inmigración escuchen sus  
casos. 

Desde su primer día en el cargo, 
la administración de Joe Biden ha 
luchado contra los impedimentos 
legales para poner fin a los Protoco-
los de Protección al Migrante (MPP, 
por sus siglas en inglés) -- conoci-
dos popularmente como "Quédate 
en México" -- creados a fines de 
2018 por la administración de 
Trump e implementados en enero 
de 2019. 

Desde entonces, bajo el MPP, a 
personas que solicitaban asilo en 
los cruces fronterizos de Estados 
Unidos, o entre puertos de entrada 
después de cruzar, se les entregaba 
documentos y se les programaba 
una audiencia para una solicitud de 
asilo, pidiéndoles luego que regre-
saran al lado de México para es-
perar el proceso. 

Sin embargo, muchos defen-
sores de los inmigrantes dijeron 
que eso ponía a las personas en pe-
ligro, ya que los carteles cerca de la 
frontera se aprovechaban de ellos y 
los inmigrantes enfrentaban se-
cuestros, extorsiones, asaltos y, en 
algunos casos, violaciones, mien-

tras luchaban por sobrevivir cada 
día en las peligrosas ciudades fron-
terizas. 

Las cifras oficiales muestran 
que, bajo este programa, 70,000 
personas se han visto obligadas a 
esperar en México, la mayoría de 
ellas provenientes de lugares como 
Venezuela y Nicaragua, países que 
están experimentando inestabili-
dad política y económica. El DHS 
dijo que los inscritos podrán ingre-
sar durante su próxima cita progra-
mada en la corte. 

Pero incluso si ingresan, no hay 
garantía de que se les permita que-
darse. Simplemente significa que 
pueden esperar el proceso en Esta-
dos Unidos. 

El secretario del DHS, Alejandro 
Mayorkas, señaló que el MPP tenía 
"fallas endémicas, impone costos 
humanos injustificables, y quita re-
cursos y personal de otros esfuerzos 
prioritarios para asegurar nuestra 
frontera". 

DHS reiteró que todavía estaba 
haciendo cumplir el Título 42, una 
medida de salud que se instauró 
durante la pandemia de coronavi-
rus y ha sido aplicada por las ad-
ministraciones de Trump y Biden. 

La Oficina de Aduanas y Protec-
ción Fronteriza de EE. UU. ha dicho 
en el pasado que la disposición pro-
híbe "la entrada de ciertas personas 
que potencialmente representan 
un riesgo para la salud, ya sea en 
virtud de estar sujetas a restric-
ciones de viaje previamente anun-
ciadas o porque ingresaron ilegal-
mente al país para eludir controles 
sanitarios". 

El comunicado de prensa más 
reciente del DHS sobre la finaliza-
ción del MPP decía que "las per-
sonas encontradas en la frontera 
suroeste que no puedan establecer 
una base legal para permanecer en 

Estados Unidos serán removidas o 
expulsadas". 

Las organizaciones católicas 
han protestado repetidamente 
contra las administraciones de 
Biden y Trump por ambas medidas.

Solicitantes de asilo podrán ingresar cuando DHS 
finalice política ‘Quédate en México’

Domingo 28 de agosto: San Sebastián, Kingwood, 5 p. m. 
 
 Viernes, 16 de septiembre: Espíritu Santo, Monongah, 6 p.m. 
 
Domingo 2 de octubre: Santo Santiago el Apóstol, Clarksburg, 4 p.m. 
 
Domingo 9 de octubre: Santos Pedro y Pablo, Oak Hill, 5:30 p.m. 
 
Domingo 16 de octubre: Santa Inés, Shepherdstown, 10:30 a. m. 
 
Jueves 20 de octubre: Ascensión, Hurricane, 6:30 p. m. 
 
Sábado 22 de octubre: Santísimo Sacramento, South Charleston, 

5:30 p. m. 
 
Domingo, 23 de octubre: Confirmación combinada: Sagrado Cora-

zón, Huntington y San Pedro Claver, Huntington, en la Parroquia del 
Sagrado Corazón, 9 a. m. 

 
Domingo 30 de octubre: Santo Rosario, Buckhannon, 9 a. m. 
 
Domingo 6 de noviembre: Todos los Santos, Bridgeport, 10 a. m. 

Diócesis de Wheeling-Charleston 
Calendario de confirmación 

 
Obispo Mark E. Brennan, Celebrante
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For more Information and to Register, go to: 
https://www.wvforlife.org/events/

SERVING THE DIOCESE OF 
WHEELING-CHARLESTON’S PARISHES 

AND SCHOOLS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

DWC PARISHIONERS VICTOR GRECO, JULIE DOERR AND ALEXIS BEHRENS

VISIT US @ MILLSGROUPONLINE.COM

Sunday, August 28: St. Sebastian, Kingwood, 5 p.m. 
 
Friday, September 16:  Holy Spirit, Monongah, 6 p.m. 
 
Sunday, October 2: St. James the Apostle, Clarksburg, 4 p.m. 
 
Sunday, October 9: SS. Peter & Paul, Oak Hill, 5:30 p.m. 
 
 Sunday, October 16: St. Agnes, Shepherdstown, 10:30 a.m. 
 
Thursday, October 20: Ascension, Hurricane, 6:30 p.m. 
 
 Saturday, October 22: Blessed Sacrament, South Charleston, 

5:30 p.m. 
 
Sunday, October 23: Combined Confirmation: Sacred Heart, 

Huntington, & St. Peter Claver, Huntington, at Sacred Heart Par-
ish, 9 a.m. 

 
Sunday, October 30: Holy Rosary, Buckhannon, 9 a.m.  
 
Sunday, November 6: All Saints, Bridgeport, 10 a.m. 

 

Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston  
Confirmation Schedule 

Bishop Mark E. Brennan, Celebrant

August 26-28 Huttonsville, W.Va. 

Mass and ConfessionMass and Confession
  FriendshipFriendship

Movie NightsMovie Nights
Bible StudiesBible Studies  
Game NightsGame Nights
Jam SessionsJam Sessions

Going toGoing to  

WVU?WVU?

Grow your Faith with us!Grow your Faith with us!
                                                mountaineercatholic.commountaineercatholic.com

  

Camp Carlo Director
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Kindergarten Aide Custodian 
Needed at Corpus Christi 
School, Wheeling

Corpus Christi School in Wheeling is seeking pos-
itive, energetic, qualified individuals to fill the follow-
ing positions for the starting the 2022-2023 school 
year. 

-Kindergarten Aide (FULL TIME 8:30-3:30, experi-
ence preferred) 

-School Custodian (PART TIME 1pm -6pm , 5 days 
a week) 

Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, 
resume and three references to Principal Shannon 
Wall at swall@ccwheeling.net 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
Catholic Schools, in West Virginia,  is ac-
cepting letters of interest from qualified 
and highly motivated candidates for the 
position of Director of Catholic Schools 
Religious Education and Evangelization. 

Ideal Candidate: 
A skilled instructor and administrator 

with passion both for your field of content 
expertise and for leading students, staff 
and faculty in learning and growing in our 
Catholic Faith. Demonstrates an extraor-
dinary commitment to ensuring that 
every student learns in a Faith-based envi-
ronment based in Gospel values.  

 You are motivated to provide learning 
that is rich with motivation, active engage-
ment in cognitively challenging tasks, reg-
ular assessment and feedback, as well as 
modeling and providing differentiated 
forms of re-engagement and support for 
administrators, staff, faculty and students. 

You value experiential learning, that is 
rooted in a community of Catholic her-
itage and culture inspired by the rich edu-
cational tradition in our Catholic schools.  
You see relationships of mutual respect 
and rapport as foundational to learning. 

You value professional growth through 
collaboration with other educators both at 
the school level and in partnership with 
others. You collaborate well in various col-
legial structures for professional and min-
isterial growth. 

Core Competencies 
• Assists in the development and 

implementation of goals and objectives 
for the Department of Catholic Schools. 

• Confers regularly with the Super-
intendent, School/ Designated principal 
and religious education chairperson of 
each school to assess the school religion 
program.  

• Observes teachers of religious edu-
cation in the schools as part of the on 
going program assessment. 

• Provides opportunities for profes-
sional and spiritual development of reli-
gion teachers in schools. 

• Works collaboratively with the 
Superintendent of Schools to provide lead-
ership and support to school adminis-
trators. 

• Assists school administrators as 
needed in recruiting and selecting qual-
ified religion teachers. 

• Creates and monitors implemen-
tation of Religious Education Guidelines. 

• Assist with the creating of Reli-
gious Education curriculum mapping. 

• Oversees Catholic Schools Reli-
gious Education Certification program 
used by our teachers for professional devel-
opment.  

• Works to maintain and update list 
of religion texts recommended for use in 
the schools and parish programs. 

• Works with principals to ensure 
that all religion teachers are certified (or 
working toward certification) according to 
Diocesan policy. 

• Serves as a resource person for re-
ligious education/formation by maintain-
ing a library of texts, manuals, support ma-
terials, current literature and media. 

• Meets regularly with the religion 
teachers of secondary schools to evaluate 
the program, discuss needed changes and 
make recommendations. 

• Assist the superintendent by gath-
ering, organizing and correlate informa-
tion on teacher certification in the Catho-
lic Schools.  

• Travels significantly during the 
week and on weekends and participates in 
evening and weekend job related activ-
ities. 

• Participates with members of the 
department in workshops and in-service 
training sessions. 

• Assists in the orientation of new 
principals and new teachers. 

• When requested, observes 
teachers to assist the administrator in guid-
ing them towards improvement in the 
teaching of religion. 

• Reviews religious education/for-
mation policies in the school policy hand-
book and suggests revisions when appro-
priate. 

• Maintains religious education 
files and issues certificates as appropriate. 

• Assists superintendent in imple-
menting special programs in the schools; 
Virtue in Education program  

• Oversees the Assessment of Reli-
gious Knowledge (ARK) testing program 
and works with schools to analyze and uti-
lizing the assessment data.  

• Performs other job related duties 
as collaboratively determined and within 
the limits of time, energy and priorities. 

Qualifications 
Base 
• Master’s degree (MA) in Theology, 

or Religious Education, or related field. 
• Must adhere to the teachings of 

the Magisterium of the Church. 
• Experience teaching religion in 

parochial elementary and secondary 
schools. 

• Must possess leadership, organiza-
tional and interpersonal communication 
skills. 

• Ability to work collaboratively in a 
team environment. 

Preferred 
• Working experience as school ad-

ministrator or related administrative, de-
partment head or lead teacher responsibil-
ity. 

• Worked as a teacher with teacher 
certification. 

Next Steps 
Qualified and highly motivated candi-

dates are invited to submit a letter of inter-
est and curriculum vitae or résumé to Julie 
Link at jlink@dwc.org.  Candidates who 
meet the qualifications for this position 
will be contacted about the interview pro-
cess and invited to submit a full set of ap-
plication materials. 

Employment Opportunities

Director of Catholic Schools Religious 
Education and Evangelization 
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston

Place your ad here

St. Joseph School in Martinsburg is seeking a 
middle school math/science teacher for the 
2022-23 school year. 

Candidates must hold or be eligible to hold 
West Virginia professional teaching certificat-
ion. A long-term substitute with a bachelor’s de-
gree or first-class permit may be considered if 
there is a lack of fully qualified candidates. 

 Applicants should be driven to promote high 
moral standards and academic excellence. 

 Email résumés and three letters of reference 
to mpartington @sjswv.org.

Middle School Teacher 
Needed at St. Joseph School 
in Martinsburg



Our Emergency/Trauma Department is 
staffed by board-certified emergency 

physicians from WVU Medicine.
 
Don’t ignore signs of strokes, heart 
attacks and other emergency conditions.
 
We’ll protect you, and take good
care of you.

Medical Director of the
Emergency/Trauma
Department

Dr. David Burkland

Do Not Ignore Warning Signs of
Other Illnesses Because of COVID-19.

OUR ER WILL PROTECT YOU.
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