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We are a nation built on the backs of men and 

women who came from other countries, 
whether freely or in chains. Now we see our gov-
ernment adopting harsh measures to deport as 
many immigrants as possible, often without dis-
tinguishing between true criminals and law-
abiding persons. A government that says it 
wants to help families is willing to separate im-
migrant parents from their children. A govern-
ment that oversees the economy wants to expel 
millions of workers upon whom the economy 
depends.   

Some of you have told me that you were 
happy to support a presidential candidate who 
would install order at the southern border and 
keep out drug traffickers, terrorists and violent 
criminals, but that you didn’t expect this whole-
sale assault on the majority of immigrants, who 
work hard, are raising their families and live 
peacefully in our communities. You expected a 
laser beam approach, not a floodlight. 

Our Catholic faith sheds light on this situ-
ation. Mary and Joseph had to flee their home-
land because a jealous king wanted to kill their 
son. That son would later say: I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me. Our Church looks at the 

person, not his or her legal status, and, follow-
ing Christ’s teaching and example, reaches out 
to help the immigrant. A person is more impor-
tant than legal status. Even prisoners in jail are 
fed, clothed and have their health problems ad-
dressed, at least in well-run prisons. This Cath-
olic Diocese will continue to advocate for and 
assist our immigrant brothers and sisters in our 
parishes and through Catholic Charities. 

Keep in mind that entering the United States 
without official government permission is a 
misdemeanor – a crime but a lesser one, on the 
level with loitering, public intoxication and 
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To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The Di-
ocese of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities 
first and foremost if a crime has been committed. We also encourage uti-
lizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in 
the U.S. If you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual 
misconduct or has interfered with an investigation into sexual miscon-
duct, please contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and 
visit www.reportbishop abuse.org.  To Report to Civil Authorities: 
Contact your local law enforcement: numbers will vary based on 
your location. If you believe someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To 
confidentially report any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, 
including sexual abuse, contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and 
Families’ Child Protective Services  by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 
800.352.6513. You may report anonymously to this hotline if you prefer. 
To Report to Diocesan Authorities:  The diocese encourages report-
ing to the appropriate civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has 
been committed. The diocese also encourages reporting to the appropriate 
church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of children 
by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, con-
tact one of the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Sr. Martha Gomez, 
ext. 264. You may also call the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment at 
304.230.1504 or the Diocese’s sexual abuse hotline at 833.230.5656. Ad-
ditional methods of reporting are available at www.dwc.org, under “Ac-
countability.” Complaint forms are available online at www.dwc.org, 
click “Diocese” on the menu bar, then “Offices,” then “Safe Environ-
ment”, then “Download Files and Forms.” The form is titled “Complaint 
Form for Allegations of Sexual Abuse of a Minor.” The form may be re-
turned via U.S. mail to: Office of Safe Environment, Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. To Report to the Dio-
cese’s Victim Assistance Coordinator: call Erin McFarland, M.Ed., 
LPC, at 304.559.6742. The Diocese partners with Navex Global to offer 
EthicsPoint to report other concerns such as suspected financial, profes-
sional, and personal misconduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay em-
ployee of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in WV. EthicsPoint 
can be accessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, then “Report 
Misconduct” or by calling 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party re-
porting system that reports to civil authorities where applicable and Di-
ocesan authorities, and the identity of the  person reporting is protected. 
Links  and information: WV Department  of Health and Human Resources: 
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp.West Virginia State Police, Crimes 
Against Children Unit: 304-293-6400. 
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Sexual Abuse Awareness Training 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops requires all Dioceses/Eparchies have a 
Safe Environment Program for the protection of children and young people. The 
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lowing components for persons seeking employment or to volunteer, directly or 
indirectly, with children: background check; receipt of the Diocese’s Policy Relat-
ing to Sexual Abuse of Children; sexual abuse awareness training for adults. Train-
ing may be completed online or via live workshop. For information, go to 
www.dwc.org, click “Diocese”, then “Offices,” then “Office of  Safe  Environ-
ment.” 
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Letter ...  
Cont’d from Page 1 

shoplifting; it only becomes a felony, a more 
serious crime, if a person is deported and 
then enters again without our government’s 
permission. Consider, too, that immigrants 
tend to be younger, marry sooner and have 
more children than the average American-
born couple. In a nation whose fertility rate 
is now only at 1.6% when 2.1% is needed 
just to maintain the current population 
level – and especially in West Virginia, 
which has been losing population for many 
years – we should welcome immigrants be-
cause we need them and the vitality they 
bring. 

The main problem is that our immigra-
tion laws discourage legal immigration. Un-
less you are a celebrity or a person with a spe-
cial skill that our government wants, it can 
take years to work your way through the 
complicated and expensive immigration 
process. Then there are quotas, favoring 
some nations and disfavoring others. In this 
scenario it should be obvious why some 
people simply cannot wait for the legal im-
migration process to slowly and painfully 
unfold. They could be killed for their reli-
gion or political views or see their children 
starve to death before they are granted a visa 
to come here legally; so, they come anyway 
because they are desperate. 

Both political parties have avoided deal-
ing seriously with immigration reform. They 
have benefited by keeping immigration a 
live issue in their campaigns. Republican 
President George W. Bush presented an ac-
ceptable if imperfect plan to reform im-
migration laws, but his own party shot it 
down. Democratic President Barack Obama 
said he would act on immigration reform 
but, with Democrats in control of Congress 
his first two years, he did not do so. Our pol-
iticians have failed us. 

Why should this matter to us? “Am I my 
brother’s keeper,” Cain asked God after he 
killed his brother, Abel. God makes clear His 
answer by expressing His outrage at what 
Cain had done. We can hurt people not only 
by hostile actions but by our indifference. 
We are our brother’s and sister’s keepers. On 
our journey to eternity, the Lord expects us 
to help one another. Why else would He 
command us: Love your neighbor as yourself 
and Do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you? We may not have the large 
number of immigrants in West Virginia that 

we see in other parts of our country, but 
some are here, and they are our neighbors, 
coworkers, fellow students and, in many cas-
es, our fellow Catholics. They deserve our 
support in the current climate of fear and in-
timidation.  

In the light of these Christian principles, 
we the people must act. How? As people of 
faith, we should pray intensely for God to 
touch the minds and hearts of our political 
leaders and move them to be more reason-
able and humane in their policies; and for 
those who implement those policies to do so 
with respect for their fellow human beings. 
I pray alone and have prayed with others for 
immigrants who are threatened by the gov-
ernment’s policies and actions and for a 
change of heart on the part of the officials 
ordering those actions. Could you not do 
the same? 

We the people can also act to befriend im-
migrants. We can encourage those we know 
to avoid gathering in large groups and re-
mind them of their rights, including the 
right to remain silent and the right to see a 
properly executed warrant from a judge. We 
can welcome immigrant friends into our 
homes. We can speak up when we hear 
grossly inaccurate talk about undoc-
umented immigrants being uniformly crim-
inal, when only a few commit violent 
crimes. (A police chief where I used to serve 
said publicly that the immigrants in that 
city were more law-abiding than the native-
born citizens.) We can also let our public of-
ficials know that we want immigration en-
forcement to be less cruel and more focused 
on violent criminals. 

 We the people should also remember our 
history. The Fugitive Slave Act, passed by 
Congress as part of the Compromise of 1850 
– an attempt to calm the tensions between 
slave states and free states – required not 
only local police but ordinary citizens to as-
sist federal marshals in returning escaped 
slaves to their Southern masters or face 
heavy fines and jail time. Many Northern 
citizens refused to cooperate with a law they 
saw as manifestly unjust. It is Catholic 
teaching that an unjust law does not bind in 
conscience. But one must be willing to ac-
cept the consequences of civil disobedience. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was willing to go to 
jail rather than acquiesce in unjust laws, a 
willingness shared by prolife activists and 
people protesting nuclear arms. As the Eng-
lish statesman, Edmund Burke, is reported 
to have said, “The only thing necessary for 

the triumph of evil is for good men to do 
nothing.” We must pray for the courage to 
do the right thing.  

I encourage even those whose official 
duty is to enforce the current Administra-
tion’s immigration policies to consider 
whether a specific action is morally justified. 
I recognize that they have sworn to uphold 
the law. Yet the manner in which a law is en-
forced matters. Those acting on the govern-
ment’s behalf cannot escape personal re-
sponsibility for an unjust action with the ex-
cuse that it was ordered by their superiors. 
That defense was not allowed during the Nu-
remberg trials of Nazi war criminals at the 
end of World War II. The judges held that a 
soldier, guard or official, who authorized or 
engaged in gross violations of human rights, 
was personally responsible for his acts.  

What has been reported about excesses in 
immigration enforcement does not ap-
proach the horror of Nazi treatment of pris-
oners but the principle of personal respon-
sibility for one’s actions remains the same.  
Challenging a superior’s unjust or cruel 
order risks retaliation, so the degree of injus-
tice a government agent perceives in such an 
order must be weighed against the potential 
for severe repercussions against the agent. 
Still, we should all keep in mind that the 
final judge of our actions is God. Our 
Church would have no martyrs if the high-
est good was to preserve one’s life. Some 
things are worth taking a principled stand 
for. How would God judge actions that pull 
a man away from his wife and children in 
order to deport him? How would He judge 
arresting a person just because “he looks like 
an immigrant?” How does He look at a large, 
rich nation that turns away the world’s poor 
and suffering?  

I urge you to affirm the humanity of all 
immigrants, regardless of legal status. Our 
government’s own inaction is the main rea-
son why many oppressed and struggling 
people feel obliged to enter our country 
without legal documents. Now our govern-
ment is overreacting by trying to force them 
out. We Catholics must welcome the 
stranger and feed and clothe him. For wha-
tever you did for one of these least brothers of 
mine, you did for me [Matthew 25:40].  

Sincerely in Christ, 
  

 
 
+Mark E. Brennan 
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston 

 



By Kate Scanlon, OSV 
News 

WASHINGTON (OSV 
News) — Amid growing 
concern from humanitar-
ian organizations and 
Catholic leaders, including 
Pope Leo XIV, about a 
hunger crisis in Gaza, Pres-
ident Donald Trump ac-
knowledged the crisis and 
said the U.S. is “going to be 
even more involved” in the 
response. 

Bishop A. Elias Zaidan, 
chairman of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Committee on In-
ternational Justice and 
Peace, issued a statement 
July 31 commending 
Trump “for acknowledging 
that starvation is happen-
ing in Gaza, especially                 
affecting children, and I 
urge him to demand the 
immediate expansion of 
humanitarian assistance 
through all channels in 
Gaza.” 

Trump said July 28 dur-
ing a meeting with U.K. 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
in Scotland that children in 
Gaza are suffering “real 
starvation.” 

“I see it, and you can’t 
fake that,” Trump said. 

Trump’s longtime ally 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has de-
nied that starvation is oc-
curring in Gaza, an account 
contradicted by interna-
tional humanitarian organ-
izations. 

Catholic Relief Services 
and its on-the-ground part-
ners are among those try-
ing to deliver aid to those in 
need. 

Israel launched a block-
ade on aid to Gaza in March 
in an effort to pressure 
Hamas to release the re-
maining Israeli hostages 
taken in Hamas’ Oct. 7, 
2023, attack on Israel, 
which sparked the current 
war. CNN reported that on 
July 26, Israel’s military an-
nounced that it would 
open corridors for humani-
tarian aid to enter Gaza and 
pause combat operations in 
certain areas. 

In a July 31 post on his 
social media website Truth 
Social, Trump said, “The 
fastest way to end the Hu-
manitarian Crises in Gaza 

is for Hamas to SUR-
RENDER AND RELEASE 
THE HOSTAGES!!!” 

Bishop Zaidan, who 
heads the St. Louis-based 
Maronite Eparchy of Our 
Lady of Lebanon of Los An-
geles, said in his statement, 
“As the world watches in 
horror the heart-rending 
images of starvation in 
Gaza, I call on Catholics 

and all men and women of 
good will to ardently pray 
for the alleviation of the 
suffering of the Gazan 
people — a crisis already 
ranked as one of the worst 
humanitarian disasters of 
the 21st century.” 

Pope Leo, Bishop Zaidan 
added, “has often reiter-
ated his ‘heartfelt appeal 
for a ceasefire, for the                

release of hostages, and           
for the full respect for hu-
manitarian law’ in Gaza, 
and I add my voice and 
prayers to that of our Holy 
Father.” 

“Reflecting Christ’s 
mandate in the Gospel to 
love one another, Pope Leo 
XIV’s challenge to us is 
clear: ‘We cannot pray to 
God as ‘Father’ and then be 

harsh and insensitive to-
wards others. Instead, it is 
important to let ourselves 
be transformed by his 
goodness, his patience, his 
mercy, so that his face may 
be reflected in ours as in a 
mirror,’” he said. 

(Kate Scanlon is a na-
tional reporter for OSV 
News covering Washing-
ton.) 
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JOIN THE INAUGURAL 
GATHERING OF . . . 
 

MOUNTAIN STATE 
CATHOLIC MEN 

 

  Friday, September 12 
       St. Joseph Cathedral Parish 
               Wheeling, WV 

5:30 P.M. EXPOSITION OF 
BLESSED SACRAMENT & VESPERS 

6:30 P.M. INFORMAL DINNER 
FOLLOWED BY ROUNDTABLE 
DISCUSSION 
 
             Saturday, September 13 
                     Pi�sburgh, PA  
Gathering of Catholic Men’s Conference 
Noon to 4:30 p.m. (Mass at 4:30 p.m.) 
For more informa�on and to register for 
Pi�sburgh conference, go to: 

                www.cmfwpa.org 

BUILDING 
CATHOLIC 

MEN’S GROUPS 
IN OUR 

COMMUNITIES 
 

JOIN MEN FROM 
AROUND THE 

DIOCESE 
 

in 
 

PRAYER 
PLANNING 

FAITH-SHARING 
NETWORKING 

 
RSVP TO 

 
 
 
 

Tyler Greenwood 
tgreenwood@dwc.org 

304-233-4121 
 

OR 
 

Mike Tupta 
mjtdds@cisinternet.net 

304-541-5177 

USCCB International Policy Chair urges Trump 
to Expand Humanitarian Assistance in Gaza
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By Fredrick Nzwili, OSV 
News 

(OSV News) — At least 43 
people, including children, 
were killed July 27 in a brutal 
overnight attack on a Catho-
lic church in Komanda in 
eastern Congo. 

Militants from the Allied 
Democratic Forces — an Is-
lamist group linked to the Is-
lamic State group — targeted 
faithful gathered for a youth 
retreat, opening fire and using 
machetes before looting 
homes and attacking dis-
placed persons sheltering 
nearby. 

The United Nations’ mis-
sion in the country called the 
attack a “heinous” act of vio-
lence in a July 27 statement. 
Victims were buried in a mass 
grave July 28 following a fu-
neral Mass at the Komanda 
church with Father Aime Lo-
kana Dhegoin presiding. 

Pope Leo expressed “deep 
sorrow” over the attack in a 
July 28 telegram, signed by 
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vati-
can’s secretary of state, and 
sent to Archbishop Fulgence 
Muteba Mugalu of Lubumba-
shi, who is president of Con-
go’s bishops’ conference. 

The pope joined “the 
mourning of the families and 
the Christian community,” 
expressing his closeness and 
assurance of prayers. 

“This tragedy invites us to 
work even harder for the inte-
gral human development of 
the wounded population of 
this region,” the pope said. 

“His Holiness implores 
God that the blood of these 
martyrs may be a seed of 
peace, reconciliation, broth-
erhood and love for all the 
Congolese people.” 

According to reports, the 
Allied Democratic Forces, or 
ADF, descended on Komanda, 
a township about 46 miles 
southwest of the city of Bunia, 
the capital of the province, in 
the early morning hours of 
July 27. Targeted were Catho-
lics gathering for a retreat in 
the Caritas hall of the Blessed 
Marie-Clémentine Anuarite 
Nengapeta Catholic Church 
in the township. 

The militants had am-
bushed the night prayer vigil, 
catching by surprise the 
youth who were preparing for 
the Sunday service. The 
armed men gunned down 
some of the worshippers, 
butchered others with mac-

hetes and abducted others. 
Father Marcelo Oliveira, a 

Comboni missionary who 
has been in the Congo for 
many years, told the pontifi-
cal charity Aid to the Church 
in Need that the victims were 
part of a movement called Eu-
charistic Crusade and were 
participating in a prayer vigil 
as part of a summer holiday 
formation session. 

“The attack occurred at 
around 1 o’clock in the morn-
ing. The rebels entered the 
church and murdered a large 
number of children, both in-
side the church building and 
in the compound,” he said in 
a message sent to the Portu-
guese office of ACN. 

Nearby homes, shops and 
banks were looted by the mi-
litia, who also attacked dis-
placed people camping in the 
town’s hospital. 

“The people — both the 
youth and adults — had gath-
ered to celebrate the jubilee of 
the parish church, when the 
attack occurred. Those who 
came from other regions left, 
but the local worshippers 
converged in the church hall 
to wait for the Sunday serv-
ice,” Father Justin Zanamuzi, 
vicar general of the Diocese of 
Bunia, told OSV News in a 
telephone interview. 

“As the church, we con-
demn this attack in the great-
est terms possible. We feel the 
pain of this attack.” 

ADF, an organization 
blamed for the attack, is a 
murderous militia group that 
was launched in Uganda in 
1995, and currently operates 
in the mountainous region 
between Uganda and Congo. 
The group has been recruiting 
child soldiers, maiming, kill-
ing, and raping women and 
children. In 2019, the mili-
tant group pledged allegiance 
to the Islamic State and in-
creased its attacks. 

There is an ongoing joint 
military offensive against the 
group, but Father Zanamuzi 
explained that the militia had 
recently stepped up its vio-
lence and was still carrying 
out killings in villages and 
towns in the region. 

The attack in Komanda, a 
commercial hub connecting 
Tshopo, North Kivu and Man-
iema provinces, is the latest 
one. The town is an easy tar-
get of the Congolese militias 
due to its geographical loca-
tion and economic signifi-

cance. 
On July 26, the priest said, 

the militant group had earlier 
begun to attack villages before 
targeting the church gather-
ing at night. 

“I think they are every-
where now. We cannot also 
rule out religious motivation. 
They are Muslim extremists 
and are known to attack 
Christians,” he said. 

The Orthodox Public Af-
fairs Committee, a New York-
based global advocacy wing 
of Orthodox Christians 
worldwide, condemned the 
attack in Ituri, saying the 
members of the militant 
group had killed innocent 
worshippers during an over-
night prayer vigil. 

“The attackers … used 
guns and machetes, setting 
the church ablaze and slaugh-
tering those in the pews. This 
was not a battle. This was a 
massacre of faithful in the 
house of God,” said the com-
mittee in a statement dated 
July 27. 

The United Nations’ mis-
sion in Congo, MONUSCO, 
detailed the 43 killed in the 
church, saying they included 
19 women, 15 men and nine 
children. 

“These targeted attacks 
against defenseless civilians, 
particularly in places of wor-
ship, are not only appalling 
but also in violation of all 
human rights standards and 
international law,” said Viv-
ian van de Perre, deputy spe-
cial representative of the sec-

retary general in Congo in a 
July 27 statement. 

Days before the attack in 
Komanda, another militia 
known as CODECO, the Co-
operative for the Develop-
ment of the Congo, had des-
ecrated the St. John of Capis-
trano in Lopa, in Ituri, on July 
21. 

The attack on the church 
came a day after the Congo-
lese army and CODECO an-
nounced an alliance to fight a 
new militia known as the 
CRP, or the Convention for 
Popular Revolution. 

In the attack, the taberna-
cle was violated, consecrated 
Hosts spilled, the Marian 
shrine vandalized, and sacred 
and liturgical objects de-
stroyed. 

“This serious and deliber-
ate desecration of the Catho-
lic church in Lopa is part of a 
series of violent attacks an-
nounced and claimed by the 
CODECO spokesperson in 
the trading centers of Lopa 
and Nizi,” said Bishop Dieu-
donné Uringi Uuci of Bunia in 
a July 26 statement, which 
also expressed great sorrow 
and dismay at the attack. “It 

can be recalled that since 
2017, this militia has been re-
sponsible for numerous grue-
some atrocities against 
Church facilities, members of 
the clergy, and pastoral 
workers.” 

These latest attacks are 
part of the deadly cycle of 
conflict that has unfolded for 
decades in the provinces of 
Ituri, North Kivu and South 
Kivu of eastern Congo, a min-
eral-rich region the size of 
Western Europe. Fueling the 
conflict is an intricate mix of 
regional politics, ethnic and 
national rivalries, and a fight 
for control of the mineral re-
sources, according to ana-
lysts. 

In the July 28 statement, 
ACN said: “ACN urges all 
parties to strive to protect civ-
ilians and places of worship in 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and calls on its friends 
and benefactors to pray for 
the victims of this horrific at-
tack, and for peace to finally 
arrive in this African coun-
try.” 

(Fredrick Nzwili writes for 
OSV News from Nairobi, 
Kenya.) 

OSV News photo/courtesy Father Justin Zanamuzi 
Men stand around caskets during a burial in Komanda, in Congo’s province of Ituri, July 28, for victims 
of a horrific attack on the Catholic church in Komanda, where at least 43 faithful were shot or killed 
with machetes during an overnight vigil in the church July 27. 

Massacre ‘of Faithful in the House of God’ in 
Congolese Catholic Church Leaves 43 Dead
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By Gina Christian, OSV 
News 

(OSV News) — St. John 
Henry Newman — the 19th-
century theologian, intellec-
tual and preacher who jour-
neyed from Anglicanism to 
Catholicism, powerfully shap-
ing religious thought in both 
faith traditions — will be 
named a doctor of the church 
by Pope Leo XIV. 

The news was announced 
by the Vatican shortly after 
Pope Leo’s July 31 audience 
with Cardinal Marcello Semer-
aro, prefect of the Dicastery for 
the Causes of Saints. 

The Vatican press bulletin 
stated that the pope had “con-
firmed the affirmative opinion 
of the plenary session of cardi-
nals and bishops, members of 
the dicastery” for sainthood 
causes, on conferring the title, 
which since the early church 
has been bestowed on saints 
whose doctrinal writing and 
teachings are held to have spe-
cial authority. St. Ambrose, St. 
Augustine, St. Gregory the 
Great and St. Jerome were the 
first four doctors of the church, 
and excluding today’s an-
nouncement, there have been 
37 saints so named — includ-
ing four women, St. Teresa of 
Avila, St. Catherine of Siena, St. 
Thérèse of Lisieux and St. Hil-
degard of Bingen. 

The move had been sup-
ported by the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, who at 
their November 2023 plenary 
assembly voted almost unani-
mously to support a request by 
the Catholic Bishops’ Confer-
ence of England and Wales 
that Newman be named a doc-
tor of the church by Pope Fran-
cis. 

Speaking at the 2023 plena-
ry, Bishop Daniel E. Flores of 
Brownsville, Texas, said the 
USCCB doctrine committee, 
of which he is chair, “consid-
ered this matter back in 2019 
and concluded that the writ-
ings of St. John Henry New-
man are truly eminent and of 
great relevance for the church 
today, especially in the areas of 
the development of doctrine, 
the moral foundations of edu-
cation, the primacy of con-
science, the role of the laity 

and the search for the truth, 
amongst many others. 

“The committee therefore 
determined that St. John 
Henry Newman is indeed wor-
thy of this high honor,” said 
Bishop Flores at the time, who 
was joined in his remarks by 
several bishops. 

According to an online bi-
ography by the Oratories of 
England, prepared for his can-
onization cause, John Henry 
Newman — born 1801 in Lon-
don and raised in a middle-
class Anglican family — dis-
played an early interest in 
Scripture. 

In his “Apologia Pro Su 
Vita” (“A Defense of His Life”), 
his 1864 autobiography, Car-
dinal Newman recounted “a 
great change of thought” he 
experienced at the age of 15, 
one that enabled him to “rest 
in the thought of two and two 
only absolute and luminously 
self-evident beings, myself and 
my creator.” 

With the revival sparked by 
John Wesley, Newman con-
verted to evangelicalism dur-
ing his final year at Great Ea-
ling School. At 16, he went on 
to study at Oxford, which 
along with Cambridge Univer-
sity offered seminary forma-
tion for Anglican clergy — a 
vocation Newman sought out, 
even looking to take what for 
that clerical tradition was the 
unusual vow of celibacy. He 
was ordained in 1825, and 
dedicated himself to making 
pastoral visits to the sick and 
the poor while also tutoring 
college students, said the Ora-
tories biography. 

However, Newman’s zeal-
ous sharing of his faith with 
the students led to a clash with 
the administration, and de-
prived of the opportunity to 
teach, he began reading the 
works of the Fathers of the 
Church, which he described in 
part as “music to my inward 
ear” and “response to ideas … 
I had cherished so          long.” 

Newman’s preaching 
began to attract national at-
tention, and a near-fatal bout 
of illness in 1833, contracted 
while in Sicily — which saw 
him feverishly repeat, “I have a 
work to do in England” — in-

tensified his desire for the re-
newal of the church. Upon re-
turning to his homeland, 
Newman teamed up with like-
minded others who feared the 
Church of England had be-
come complacent and politi-
cized, said the Oratories. The 
group formed what would be-
come known as the Oxford 
Movement, publishing tracts 
to rouse faithful from their          
torpor and reclaim the                   
Gospel. 

The future saint fell afoul of 
the university and Oxford’s 
bishop by arguing that the 
Church of England’s doctrines 
were more Catholic than Pro-
testant. Newman left Oxford, 
and took up residence in the 
nearby village of Littlemore, 
where he pursued study and 
prayer. Resigning from his par-
ish, he began to discern — al-
beit not without struggle, as 
the Oratories observed — a cal-
ling to embrace the Catholic 
faith. 

In the canonization cause 
biography, the Oratories 
pointed out that Newman’s 
battle with sacred tradition on 
matters such as purgatory and 
papal supremacy spurred 
further historical study, lead-
ing to his 1845 “Essay on the 
Development of Christian 
Doctrine,” in which he de-
scribed ideas and doctrines as 
organic, with “old principles” 

reappearing “under new 
forms.” Newman observed in 
the work that “in a higher 
world it is otherwise, but here 
below to live is to change, and 
to be perfect is to have changed 
often.” 

That same year, he was for-
mally received into the Catho-
lic Church — making his con-
fession right in his home to a 
Passionist missionary priest, 
Father Dominic Barberi, and 
speaking at such length that 
the priest had him resume the 
following morning. 

Newman’s conversion led 
to the loss not only of his Ox-
ford fellowship, but of most of 
his Anglican friends and his 
family. Yet, said the Oratories, 
he also wrote of a great peace 
amid the isolation — describ-
ing the conversion as “like 
coming into port after a rough 
sea.” 

In 1847, Newman — hav-
ing completed additional 
study — was ordained a Cath-
olic priest in Rome, where he 
became acquainted with the 
Oratorians of St. Philip Neri, 
whose communal way of life 
recalled the college fellowship 
of his university days. A year 
later, with papal approval, he 
established the first Oratory of 
St. Philip in England at Birm-
ingham, with a second 
founded in London the fol-
lowing year. 

Expanding his ministry to 
Ireland, Father Newman be-
came the rector of the newly 
established Catholic Universi-
ty of Ireland, now University 
College Dublin, under the 
leadership of Ireland’s Catho-
lic bishops. Through his reli-
gious, spiritual and intellectual 
thought, Newman synthe-
sized the pursuit of knowledge 
and of God, writing that 
“knowledge is one thing, vir-
tue is another.” 

The demands of his role in 
Dublin — which saw him 
make 56 sea crossings from Bri-
tain to Ireland in just seven 
years — proved exhausting, 
said the Oratories, and in 1858 
he returned to the Birming-
ham Oratory. 

The succeeding two dec-
ades were marked by struggles 
with both Catholics and Angli-

cans — with some of the 
former distrustful of his con-
version, and the latter claim-
ing he had never been an hon-
est Anglican in the first place. 
In response, Father Newman 
penned his massive 1864 
Apologia to “show what I am 
… I wish to be known as a liv-
ing man, and not as a scare-
crow.” 

The candor of his writing 
helped to assuage both Angli-
can and Catholic fears, and 
Father Newman was even in-
vited to serve as an expert 
theological adviser at the First 
Vatican Council in 1868 — al-
though, the Oratories noted, 
he declined in order to com-
plete “The Grammar of As-
sent,” which considers the 
process by which an individ-
ual espouses convictions. 

In 1874, he countered 
Prime Minister William Glad-
stone’s assertion that Catho-
lics could not be loyal subjects 
due to their papal allegiance, 
with Newman writing in an 
open letter that his coreligion-
ists did not deserve “this inju-
rious reproach that we are cap-
tives and slaves of the Pope,” 
quoted the Oratories. 

Three years later, Father 
Newman returned to Oxford 
and received the first honorary 
fellowship of Trinity College. 
In 1879, Pope Leo XIII named 
him a cardinal, extolling his fi-
delity to the faith, and granted 
his request to remain in Birm-
ingham and forego consecra-
tion as a bishop. The elevation 
was lauded by Catholics and 
Anglicans alike, said the Ora-
tories. 

In Birmingham, Cardinal 
Newman continued to write, 
pondering in one of his final 
works — quoted by the Ora-
tories in the online canoniza-
tion biography — that God 
“has provided for the creation 
of the Saint out of the sinner … 
He enters into the heart of 
man, and persuades it, and 
prevails with it, while He 
changes it.” 

Cardinal Newman died at 
age 89 in 1890 and was canon-
ized in 2019 by Pope Francis. 

(Gina Christian is a mul-
timedia reporter for OSV 
News.)
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Pope Paves Way for St. John Henry Newman to be 
Formally Named Doctor of the Church

OSV News file photo/Crosiers 
St. John Henry Newman, a Brit-
ish-born scholar who dedicated 
much of his life to the combina-
tion of faith and intellect at uni-
versities, is pictured in an 
undated portrait. 



By Simone Orendain, 
OSV News 

(OSV News) — For 50 
years, the Steubenville 
Conferences have been 
forming teens in the faith 
and deepening adults’ faith 
journeys. 

The summer confer-
ences, which sprouted from 
a single priests’ retreat in 
1975, have been known to 
make an impact on service 
to the U.S. church in par-
ishes, dioceses and na-
tional apostolates. 

Four youth conferences, 
and all six of the adult con-
ferences this year, are on 
the campus of Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, 
Ohio, where the series 
started. The rest of the 15 
youth meetings are hap-
pening across the country 
and in Halifax, Nova Sco-
tia. Between 600 to 4,500 
attend these, according to 
organizers. 

They said adult confer-
ences draw 150 to 900 par-
ticipants and include a 
weeklong retreat for 
priests, deacons and semi-
narians, and three inten-
sive days for the laity. Some 
lay conference topics in-
clude growing one’s faith 
with Scripture, dealing 
with the culture through 
faith and the Holy Spirit’s 
healing work in one’s life. 

For high school-age 
young people, organizers 
create a three-day program 
built around the person of 
Jesus Christ, according to 
Franciscan Father Dave Pi-
vonka, who directed the 
conferences for 30 years. 
Father Pivonka, president 
of Franciscan University, 
also presents at the confer-
ences. 

He said youth come to 
know the love of God in the 
proclamation and preach-
ing of the Gospel, or “ke-
rygma” (proclaiming God’s 
kingdom, Jesus’ saving 
death on the cross and the 
meaning of a life in Christ), 
raising awareness of the 
Real Presence at Mass and 
adoration, “and that’s the 
extent of it. God does really 
great works in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.” 

“Young people love to 
have the bar raised for 
them,” he told OSV News. 
“We’re not compromising. 
We speak about eternal re-

alities, we speak about sin 
and we speak about mercy. 
And when presented with 
the entire Gospel, our ex-
perience is, the young 
people actually respond 
quite beautifully. So you’ll 
find … (people) that are in 
their 60s that 45 years ago 
had the encounter with the 
Lord that radically changed 
their lives.” 

Father Pivonka said 
clergy specifically re-
quested that youth confer-
ences be started at their 
first retreat at Franciscan 50 
years ago. Every year since, 
the school has hosted the 
conferences, which offi-
cials said have grown sig-
nificantly. 

Surveys in 2024 by the 
Center for Applied Re-
search in the Apostolate 
show 15% of seminarians 
to be ordained that year 
had attended a Steuben-
ville youth conference and 
14% of religious who made 
solemn professions of vows 
then also attended a con-
ference. 

Brian Kissinger, execu-
tive director of Steubenville 
Conferences, said many 
who staffed and led ses-
sions at last year’s National 
Eucharistic Congress, such 
as known Catholic person-
alities Father Josh Johnson, 
Heather Khym of the Abid-
ing Together podcast and 
Catholic media writer and 
host Katie McGrady, had at-
tended the conferences as 
teens. 

Kissinger grew up in the 
city of Steubenville, which 
is in eastern Ohio. He said 
the conferences have been 
part of his life, “for as long 
as I’ve been alive.” Kis-
singer, 43, attended his first 
conference when he was 3 
weeks old, he recounted to 
OSV News, when his par-

ents brought him along. In 
high school, he attended 
them multiple times, 
helped out during his col-
lege years and was a confer-
ence host for 17 years until 
he became executive direc-
tor. 

“We try to wrap our an-
nual theme around the 
questions that seem to be 
surfacing right now. We be-
lieve that, of course, Jesus 
Christ is the answer to all of 
our questions, always,” he 
said. 

For instance, he said, 
this year’s theme “con-
sumed” is a take on God’s 
all-consuming love as 
found in Deuteronomy 
4:24.They explore what 
young people are con-
sumed by nowadays: social 
media, too much “screen 
time” and seeking popular-
ity, said Kissinger. And at 

the conferences, they find 
the antidote is God, who 
“wants to consume us in a 
way that doesn’t take away 
our freedom or individual-
ity, but really makes us fully 
alive.” 

Annaleigh Gidosh said 
she had planned to pur-
posely “be reckless” once 
she entered high school, 
after years of strict Catholic 
schooling. But, the summer 
before high school, a dea-
con at her parish convinced 
her father to have her join a 
Steubenville conference at 
the last minute. 

Gidosh, 33, said it 
“changed (her) life.” The 
newly assigned youth min-
ister at her parish in Ore-
field, Pennsylvania, said 
after attending adoration 
and then going to confes-

sion, she walked into the 
Portiuncula chapel, a rep-
lica of the chapel near As-
sisi, Italy, where St. Francis 
of Assisi first heard God tell 
him to rebuild his church, 
on Steubenville’s campus. 
There, she laid down on the 
floor “and told God that I 
was going to serve him and 
that I was going to make an 
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Foodservice Equip-
ment, Supplies, Dis-
posables, Janitorial 

and more

1 Fourteenth Street,  
Wheeling, WV 26003 

 304-233-2270 
 Stop in or call us today!

OSV News photo/courtesy Franciscan University of Steubenville 
Young people gesture inside Finnegan Fieldhouse at Franciscan University of Steubenville in Ohio July 
18 during one of the university’s numerous Summer Youth Conferences. 

Steubenville Conferences ‘Radically’ Change 
Participants’ Lives, Say Organizers

See “Lives” on Page 8
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oath to continue to serve him for 
the rest of my life.” 

Gidosh, also a communications 
specialist at the Diocese of Allen-
town, Pennsylvania, said at the 
conference she discovered that the 
God she read about in Scripture 
was real, he was not a figment of 
her imagination. After this experi-
ence, she suspected she became the 
most prayerful student at her high 
school, leading her volleyball team 
in prayer before every game, and 
being the go-to friend for prayer 
advice. 

This year, she brought her first 
group of 35 kids from the diocese to 
a Steubenville conference. 

“Many (are) from public schools 
and each of these kids came away 
from this experience transformed. 
They were so thankful to get the 
opportunity to go … and they’re 
excited to engage with each other 
back here. … I am already provid-
ing them with opportunities for 
adoration, music and then a Bible 
study and social afterwards,” said 
Gidosh. 

Continuing with the themes of 
the conference afterward has been 
Erica McCleskey’s main focus, ever 
since attending her first meeting 
two years ago. She said she and five 
other women who went to a 
“Power and Purpose” conference 
formed a group of now one to two 
dozen women for a monthly 
“peace, power and purpose” meet-
ing. They listen to Catholic pod-
casts and deepen their faith to-
gether. Early on, McCleskey said, 
they watched breakout session vi-
deos from the conference. 

McCleskey, 44, who lives near 
Raleigh, North Carolina, told OSV 
News that she was a Sunday Mass-
only Catholic, but then she started 
joining Bible study groups in 2019 
before attending the conference in 
2022. She said since that confer-
ence she has felt compelled to 
share what she experienced when 

her senses were awakened during 
adoration and Father Pivonka 
walked through the room holding 
the Blessed Sacrament inside a 
monstrance. 

“You have the music, you have 
the incense, and the visual, and it is 
just so powerful,” she said. “I was 
kneeling. And when he passed, I 
just fell flat on my face and I didn’t 
get hurt or anything, but I was just 
in such peace and calm. Like he 
(God) was with me and he over-
powered me and he was just so lov-
ing and peaceful and just like, you 
can’t describe it except using those 
words and it still doesn’t do it jus-
tice.” 

McCleskey said she learned the 
true meaning of the real presence 
of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacra-
ment and her faith life grew expo-
nentially after that. She said God’s 
love is real, that she is reassured of 
being able to go back to him always 
even after turning her back on him. 

Today, she goes to daily Mass, 
has a spiritual director and said 
when life becomes more mundane 
and less like the electrifying con-
ference experience, she can always 
do standard devotions such as the 
rosary or Divine Mercy chaplet, all 
while continuing to invite more 
and more people to her faith-shar-
ing group. 

Kissinger, the executive direc-
tor, said technology makes the 
content of the Steubenville Confer-
ences accessible to anyone. But 
being together in the faith is essen-
tial. 

He said, “You cannot replicate 
the in-person experience or just 
the experience of community, 
especially in a time when many of 
us, young and old, feel like we are 
the only ones remaining faithful or 
remaining in the heart of the 
church, as we see the culture kind 
of going here or there.” 

Kissinger said he was “excited to 
see what the Lord has in store for 
the next 50 years.” 

(Simone Orendain writes for 
OSV News from Chicago.) 

 Since 1900, West Virginia’s first Knights of           

Columbus Council — Carroll   Council 504 — has been 

committed to  Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and        

Patriotism. 

 

Guided by these Principles, we will  continue to serve 

the parishioners of  St. Michael, St. Vincent de Paul, 

St. Alphonsus, and the Cathedral of St. Joseph, and 

the Wheeling community today and tomorrow. 
 

To learn more and to join us,  
click here

of Wheeling, W.Va.
Carroll Council 504  

https://www.kofc.org/en//index.html
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Priests 

 
55 Years 
Father Patsy J. Iaquinta  
Father James McCafferty, SM 
 
50 Years 
Father Larry W. Dorsch 
Father Paul Morrissey, SM 
Father T. Mathew Rowgh 
 
25 Years 
Very Rev. Timothy J. Grassi, V.F.  
Father Jojan Joseph, CST 
Father Godwin G. Olugbami 
Father Paul D. Yuenger 

 

Sisters 
 
75 Years  
Sister Joan Hartlaub, CSJ 
Sister Mary Alice McMaster, CSJ 
Sister Eva Marie Schlag, CSJ 
 
70 Years  
Sister Karen Lester, SAC 
 
65 Years  
Sister Barbara Kupchak, CSJ 
Sister Francesca Lowis, SAC 
Sister Marguerite O’Brien, CSJ 
  
60 Years  
Sister Molly Bauer, CSJ 
Sister Rose Ann Hefner, CSJ

Last Chance!  
Is there a Priest or Religious in your parish or school 

celebrating a Jubilee Anniversary this year? 
You can honor him or her with a congratulations ad 

in The Catholic Spirit’s Special Edition.

The 2025 Jubilarians are listed below:  
Please note, there are no deacons or brothers celebrating 25th, 50th, 55th, 60th, 

65th, 70th, or 75th.... jubilee anniversaries in 2025. 

This is also a fundraiser for The Catholic Spirit which is free to all Catholics in West Virginia.  
Contact Colleen Rowan by August 4 by calling (304) 233-0880, ext. 347, or by e-mail to 

crowan@dwc.org to purchase an ad.
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Marshall University JCESOM (Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine) held its 
annual white coat ceremony on July 
25 to welcome the class of 2029. Join-
ing this class is Kelsey Crawford 
(center) of Weirton, who is pictured 
with two other Weirton natives, Re-
becca Garan (right), class of 2027, and 
Andrea Alimario (left), class of 2028. 
All of them are graduates of Weirton 
Madonna High School (Garan ’17, 
Alimario ’19, Crawford ’20) where 
each earned valedictorian honors in 
their respective graduating classes. 
From Weirton to Huntington, the trio 
shares in the journey of becoming 
physicians destined to provide ex-
pert medical care to future patients. 

Courtesy photo

Weirton 
Madonna 
Valedictorians 
Share in the 
Journey of 
becoming 
Physicians
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WHEELING – When Mike Geibel 
came to Wheeling University in Oc-
tober 2019, he took a successful men’s 
rugby program and built it into a two-
time national championship team. In 
his new role as dean of students, Geibel 
has a plan to take the student life experi-
ence to new heights. 

University President Dr. Dianna 
Vargo named Geibel the Dean of Stu-
dents on July 1. 

“Mike is a respected member of the 
Wheeling University community. As 
our Dean, Mike will help foster a sense 
of community and togetherness 
among the students,” Vargo said.  

Geibel had been filling in as the 
Dean since March. While a student at 
Eckerd College in Florida, he worked in 
Student Affairs and continued to work 
at his alma mater following graduation. 
He held two different positions at the 
college, Campus Activities Coordinator 
and Coordinator of Club Sports and 
Recreation. 

He believes his previous experience 
will be beneficial to expand the campus 
life opportunities across the University. 
Providing students with experiences 
outside the classroom will keep them 
engaged in the campus, Geibel said. 

“I am grateful for this opportunity to 
serve Wheeling University. By teaming 

up with Student Government, the 
Campus Activities Board and Residence 
Life, we plan to change the culture 
around campus. I want to offer events 
and programming that reflect our com-
mitment to help students grow socially, 
spiritually and emotionally,” Geibel 
added.  

One goal is to offer activities every 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, he 
noted. “By offering more on-campus 
events such as game nights. dances, in-
tramurals and faculty-student socials, 
we  can make the campus experience 
better for all.” Also, he would like to 
build on longstanding traditions, such 
as Last Blast. “I would like to grow Last 
Blast into a campus-wide celebration 
that the entire campus can participate 
in and enjoy.” 

Geibel explained Student Affairs 
also must offer students ways to engage 
in the greater Wheeling area. “I want to 
offer shuttle rides to places like the 
Highlands, so students have an easy 
way to go shopping or just enjoy some 
time with friends off-campus. We also 
want to look for ways to bring some of 
the local culture to campus for our stu-
dents to enjoy.” 

He said he would like for students to 
be active in planning and suggesting 
new activities to offer. “If someone is a 

yoga instructor, maybe they would like 
to offer a class. We want the students to 
suggest activities that we can offer on 
campus.” 

As the Dean, Geibel will oversee Res-
idence Life, Student Government, the 
Campus Activities Board, Campus Se-
curity and the Counseling Center. 

Geibel earned a Bachelor of Arts de-

gree in International Relations and 
Global Affairs from Eckerd College in 
Florida. He also has an associate’s degree 
in Political Science from Georgia High-
lands College. Before coming to     
Wheeling, Geibel worked as the mar-
keting and events coordinator at Tech-
Data while coaching the women’s 
rugby team at Eckerd. 

New Dean of Students Mike Geibel to Enhance Student 
Experience at Wheeling University 

Courtesy photo 
Mike Geibel is the new dean of students at Wheeling University.

WHEELING — Wheel-
ing University’s new director 
of Residence Life said taking 
on this role takes him to his 
roots, while allowing him to 
serve the students. 

Cameron Gibson said 
stepping into the new posi-
tion will provide him the 
chance to help the Wheeling 
University student popula-
tion immerse itself in college 
life.  

“As a student at the Uni-
versity, I was a resident assis-
tant (RA) and president of the 
Campus Activities Board. 
Taking on this position is a re-
turn to my roots – residence 
life. I look forward to working 
with the dean of students and 
our RAs to provide our stu-
dents with an enjoyable ex-
perience in the halls and 
around campus,” Gibson 
said. 

Dean of Students Mike 
Geibel said he excited to have 
Gibson in the Office of Stu-
dent Affairs. 

“Cameron’s experience as 
an undergrad student, gradu-
ate assistant and admissions 
representative will be invalu-
able in his role as director of 
Residence Life. He has a 
unique perspective regarding 
living on campus, having 
seen it from the inside during 
his own studies, and also hav-
ing helped so many students 

begin their Wheeling careers. 
I am very confident that we 
are assembling a strong team 
in Student Affairs who will 
help elevate the student ex-
perience for everyone who 
comes to Wheeling Universi-
ty,” said Geibel. 

Gibson graduated in 2020 
with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Accounting. While an 
undergraduate student, Gib-
son was a member of the Car-
dinal Track team. Also, he 
participated in the Kairos re-
treats and has remained a 
group leader since finishing 
his degree. 

He remained at Wheeling 
University after earning his 
undergraduate degree to pur-
sue an MBA while serving as a 
Graduate Assistant for the 
swimming program. For the 
past three years, Gibson 
worked in the Wheeling Uni-
versity Office of Admissions, 
recruiting students to attend 
his alma mater. 

A native of Fairmont,        
Gibson said one of his prior-
ities is to enhance the res-
idence life experience for all 
students.  

“We will implement pro-
gramming in each of the res-
idence halls to help build a 
sense of community. Robust 
programming will help the 
students become more active 
around campus and help 

them grow socially,” he ex-
plained. 

Additionally, Gibson said 
it is important to pay close at-
tention to the students’ day-

to-day life inside the resident 
halls, including interactions 
with roommates. 

“I want the students to 
have unforgettable experi-

ences during their four years 
at Wheeling and make last-
ing memories. I believe we 
can make this happen,” Gib-
son added. 

WU Graduate Cameron Gibson Becomes Director of Residence Life

Courtesy photo 
Cameron Gibson is the new director of Residence Life at Wheeling University.

 JOHNSON
BOILER WORKS, INC

53 Marshall St.
Benwood, WV 26031

(304) 232-3070
Steam Boiler Repairs

Lou W. Nau, Inc.
69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling       Phone (304) 242-6311

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!
We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
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Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de menores: 
La diócesis de Wheeling-Charleston te exhorta a denunciar cualquier de-

lito ante las autoridades civiles.  Para realizar una denuncia en contra de cual-
quier obispo en todos los Estado Unidos, favor de reportarlo en la página web 
www.repostbishopabuse.org. Y si, además, existen motivos para creer que un 
obispo ha cometido alguna conducta sexual inapropiada favor de comuni-
carse con las autoridades civiles de la jurisdicción correspondiente y también 
puede realizar un reporte en la página web antes mencionada. 

Para informar a las autoridades civiles:  comuníquese con la pol-
icía local; los números varían según su ubicación.  

Si considera que alguien está en peligro inmediato, favor de llamar al 911.  
Para informar de forma confidencial sobre cualquier sospecha de abuso 

o negligencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual, favor de comunicarse con la 
Oficina de Servicios de Protección Infantil de Niños y Familias de West Vir-
ginia, llamando a la línea directa de abuso infantil al 1-800.352.6513.    

Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La diócesis exhorta a 
informar primeramente a las autoridades civiles correspondientes, cuando la 
denuncia incluye un delito, y también alienta a informar a las autoridades 
eclesiásticas correspondientes. Para reportar casos sospechosos de abuso sex-
ual de menores por parte del personal de la Diócesis de Wheeling-Charleston, 
comuníquese directamente con la diócesis a los teléfonos 1.888.434.6237 o 
304.233.0880 para hablar con cualquiera de las siguientes personas asigna-
das:  Sr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Sr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; y si desea hablar en 
español con Sor Martha Gómez, ext. 264. También puede llamar a la Oficina 
de Ambiente Seguro de la diócesis al 304.230.1504 o a la línea directa de abuso 
sexual de la diócesis al   833.230.5656.  

Los formularios de quejas están disponibles en línea en la página web 
www.dwc.org, favor de hacer clic en "Diócesis" en la barra de menú, luego en 
"Oficinas”, en "Ambiente seguro" y en "Descargar archivos y formularios". El 
formulario se titula "Formulario de queja para denuncias de abuso sexual de 
menores". El formulario se puede enviar por correo en Estados Unidos a: Of-
fice of Safe Environment, Diocesis of Wheeling-Charleston, PO Box 230, 
Wheeling WV 26003. 

Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Víctimas de la 
Diócesis: Favor de llamar a Erin McFarland, M.Ed., LPC, al 304.559.6742. 
Además de las vías mencionadas anteriormente para denunciar el abuso sex-
ual, la diócesis se ha asociado con la compañía Navex Global que ofrecer la 
plataforma EthicsPoint para informar cualquier inquietud adicional, como 
sospecha de mala conducta financiera, profesional y personal de un sacer-
dote, diacono, religioso, o empleado laico de la diócesis o cualquier parroquia 
o escuela católica en West Virginia.  Puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint 
a través de la página web www.dwc.org, en “Rendición de cuentas”, luego 
“Informar mala conducta” o llamando al 844.723.8381.  

EthicsPoint es una herramienta de denuncia confidencial y anónima, 
ellos se encargarán de transmitir su denuncia directamente a las autoridades 
civiles y a las autoridades diocesanas correspondientes, y lo más importante 
al denunciar a través de ellos, la identidad de la persona que denuncia está 
protegida.   

Enlaces e información:  
Departamento de Salud y Recursos Humanos de WV: 

https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policía Estatal de Virginia Occidental, 
Unidad de crímenes contra a menores: 304-293-6400. 

Por Fredrick Nzwili, OSV News 
(OSV News) -- Al menos 43 personas, incluidos 

niños, murieron el 27 de julio en un brutal ataque noc-
turno contra una iglesia católica en Komanda, en el 
este del Congo. 

 Militantes de las Fuerzas Democráticas Aliadas — 
un grupo islamista vinculado al grupo Estado Islám-
ico—atacaron a los fieles reunidos para un retiro de jó-
venes, abriendo fuego y usando machetes antes de 
saquear las casas y atacar a los desplazados que se re-
fugiaban cerca. La misión de las Naciones Unidas en 
el país calificó el ataque de acto de violencia "atroz" en 
un comunicado del 27 de julio. Las víctimas fueron 
enterradas en una fosa común el 28 de julio, tras una 
Misa funeral en la iglesia de Komanda presidida por el 
padre Aime Lokana Dhegoin. 

El Papa León expresó su "profundo dolor" por el 
atentado en un telegrama del 28 de julio, firmado por 
el cardenal Pietro Parolin, secretario de Estado del Va-
ticano, y enviado al arzobispo de Lubumbashi, Ful-
gence Muteba Mugalu, presidente de la Conferencia 
Episcopal del Congo. 

El Papa se unió "al duelo de las familias y de la co-
munidad cristiana", expresando su cercanía y asegu-
rándole sus oraciones. "Esta tragedia nos insta aún más 
a trabajar por el desarrollo humano integral de la mar-
tirizada población de esta región", dijo el Papa. 

"Su Santidad implora a Dios que la sangre de estos 
mártires sea semilla de paz, reconciliación, fraternidad 
y amor para todo el pueblo congoleño". 

Según los informes, las Fuerzas Democráticas Ali-
adas (ADF por sus siglas en inglés) irrumpieron en Ko-
manda, municipio situado a unos 65 kilómetros al su-
roeste de la ciudad de Bunia, capital de la provincia, en 
la madrugada del 27 de julio. El objetivo eran los ca-
tólicos reunidos para un retiro en la sala de Cáritas de 
la iglesia católica Beata Marie-Clémentine Anuarite 
Nengapeta de la localidad. 

Los militantes habían tendido una emboscada a la 
vigilia de oración nocturna, cogiendo por sorpresa a 
los jóvenes que se preparaban para el oficio dominical. 
Los hombres armados mataron a tiros a algunos de los 
fieles, masacraron a otros a machetazos y secuestraron 
a otros. El padre Marcelo Oliveira, misionero combon-
iano que lleva muchos años en el Congo, declaró a la 
organización caritativa pontificia Ayuda a la Iglesia 
Necesitada que las víctimas formaban parte de un mo-
vimiento llamado Cruzada Eucarística y participaban 
en una vigilia de oración como parte de una sesión de 
formación durante las vacaciones de verano. 

"El ataque se produjo alrededor de la 1:00 de la 

madrugada. Los rebeldes entraron en la iglesia y ase-
sinaron a un gran número de niños, tanto dentro del 
edificio como en el recinto", dijo en un mensaje envi-
ado a la oficina portuguesa de Ayuda a la Iglesia Nece-
sitada, o ACN por sus siglas en inglés. 

Los militantes saquearon casas, tiendas y bancos 
cercanos, y atacaron a los desplazados que acampaban 
en el hospital de la ciudad. "La gente—jóvenes y adul-
tos-- se había reunido para celebrar el jubileo de la igle-
sia parroquial, cuando se produjo el ataque. Los que 
habían venido de otras regiones se marcharon, pero 
los fieles locales se reunieron en el salón de la iglesia 
para esperar el servicio dominical", dijo a OSV News el 
padre Justin Zanamuzi, vicario general de la Diócesis 
de Bunia, en una entrevista telefónica. 

"Como Iglesia, condenamos este ataque en los tér-
minos más enérgicos posibles. Sentimos el dolor de 
este ataque", expresó. 

ADF, la organización a la que se atribuye el ataque, 
es un grupo miliciano asesino que fue lanzado en 
Uganda en 1995, y actualmente opera en la región 
montañosa entre Uganda y el Congo. El grupo ha es-
tado reclutando niños soldados, mutilando, matando 
y violando a mujeres y niños. En 2019, el grupo mil-
itante prometió lealtad al Estado Islámico y aumentó 
sus ataques. Hay una ofensiva militar conjunta en 
curso contra el grupo, pero el padre Zanamuzi explicó 
que la milicia había intensificado recientemente su vi-
olencia y seguía llevando a cabo asesinatos en pueblos 
y ciudades de la región. 

El atentado de Komanda, centro comercial que 
conecta las provincias de Tshopo, Kivu Norte y Man-
iema, es el más reciente. La ciudad es un objetivo fácil 
de las milicias congoleñas debido a su situación geo-
gráfica y a su importancia económica. 

El 26 de julio, dijo el sacerdote, el grupo militante 
había comenzado a atacar aldeas antes de atacar la re-
unión de la iglesia por la noche. "Creo que ahora están 
por todas partes. Tampoco podemos descartar la mo-
tivación religiosa. Son extremistas musulmanes y se 
sabe que atacan a los cristianos", afirmó. 

El Comité de Asuntos Públicos Ortodoxos, ala de 
defensa global de los cristianos ortodoxos de todo el 
mundo con sede en Nueva York, condenó el ataque en 
Ituri, afirmando que los miembros del grupo militante 
habían matado a fieles inocentes durante una vigilia 
de oración nocturna. 

"Los atacantes (...) utilizaron armas de fuego y mac-
hetes, incendiaron la iglesia y masacraron a quienes 
estaban en los bancos. No fue una batalla. Fue una ma-
sacre de fieles en la casa de Dios", declaró el comité en 

un comunicado fechado el 27 de julio. 
La Misión de Estabilización de las Naciones Unidas 

en la República Democrática del Congo (MONUSCO), 
detalló que entre los 43 muertos de la iglesia había 19 
mujeres, 15 hombres y nueve niños. 

"Estos ataques selectivos contra civiles indefensos, 
especialmente en lugares de culto, no sólo son atroces, 
sino que violan todas las normas de derechos hu-
manos y el derecho internacional", afirmó Vivian van 
de Perre, representante especial adjunta del secretario 
general en el Congo, en una declaración fechada el 27 
de julio. Días antes del ataque en Komanda, otra mil-
icia conocida como CODECO, la Cooperativa para el 
Desarrollo del Congo, había profanado la iglesia de 
San Juan de Capistrano en Lopa, en Ituri, el 21 de julio. 

El ataque a la iglesia se produjo un día después de 
que el ejército congoleño y CODECO anunciaran una 
alianza para luchar contra una nueva milicia conocida 
como CRP, o Convención para la Revolución Popular. 

En el ataque se violó el tabernáculo, se derramaron 
Hostias consagradas, se vandalizó el santuario mari-
ano y se destruyeron objetos sagrados y litúrgicos. 

"Esta grave y deliberada profanación de la iglesia 
católica de Lopa forma parte de una serie de ataques 
violentos anunciados y reivindicados por el portavoz 
de CODECO en los centros comerciales de Lopa y 
Nizi", declaró el obispo de Bunia, Dieudonné Uringi 
Uuci, en un comunicado del 26 de julio, en el que tam-
bién expresó su gran pesar y consternación por el 
ataque. "Cabe recordar que desde 2017, esta milicia ha 
sido responsable de numerosas atrocidades horripi-
lantes contra instalaciones de la Iglesia, miembros del 
clero y trabajadores pastorales". 

Estos últimos ataques forman parte del ciclo mor-
tal de conflicto que se ha desarrollado durante décadas 
en las provincias de Ituri, Kivu del Norte y Kivu del Sur 
del este del Congo, una región rica en minerales del ta-
maño de Europa Occidental. 

Según los analistas, el conflicto está alimentado 
por una intrincada mezcla de política regional, rivali-
dades étnicas y nacionales y una lucha por el control 
de los recursos minerales. 

En la declaración del 28 de julio, ACN afirmó: 
"ACN insta a todas las partes a reforzar la seguridad 
para proteger a los civiles y los lugares de culto en la 
República Democrática del Congo y pide a sus amigos 
y benefactores que recen por las víctimas de este ter-
rible ataque y para que finalmente llegue la paz a este 
país africano". 

(Fredrick Nzwili escribe para OSV News desde Nai-
robi, Kenia.)

Masacre ‘de fieles en la casa de Dios’ en una iglesia católica de 
Congo deja 43 muertos
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Employment Opportunities
Theology Teacher, Charleston Catholic 
High School

Charleston Catholic High School is seeking a high school the-
ology teacher for the 2025-2026 school year. The theology program 
forms students intellectually, morally and spiritually through 
Catholic teaching, striving to help students grow in faith by foster-
ing gospel values. The candidate should be a practicing Catholic, 
have knowledge of Catholic teaching, hold at least a Bachelor’s de-
gree in a relevant field, and demonstrate a willingness to pursue cer-
tification as specified by the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston.  In-
terested candidates should send a resume and cover letter to                 
colleen.hoyer@charlestoncatholic-crw.org.   

The Cook at St. John XXIII Pastoral Center, 
as a member of Diocesan Services, is com-
mitted to advancing the mission of Jesus 
Christ and offering hospitality to our guests. 

The Cook is responsible for the prepara-
tion, service, clean-up and storage of all meals, 
snacks and food service for special functions. 

Assures the kitchen/dining room/dish 
room areas are clean and in good order at the 
end of a shift or function. 

Oversees and assists kitchen aides in the 
preparation, service and storage of food and 
cleanliness of the kitchen/dining area. 

Works early mornings, days, evenings, 
weekends and holidays/holydays as needed.  

Prefer a minimum of one year experience 
in food service. 

Contact the Director, Gerri Wright at 
304.342.0507 or gwright@dwc.org to sched-
ule an interview or for more information.

Cook, St. John XXIII Pastoral Center in Charleston

St. Joseph School in Martinsburg is in need of a full-time, ex-
perienced maintenance worker. 

Responsibilities include sweeping; mopping; dusting; empty-
ing trash cans; cleaning restrooms, doors and windows; vacuum-
ing; cleaning out flower beds; shampooing carpets; and stripping 
floors. 

The hours are 3 to 10 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
The pay starts at $14 per hour, based on experience. 
We are an equal-opportunity employer committed to excel-

lence through diversity. 
Please send a letter of introduction and resume to Principal 

Maria Byrd at mbyrd@sjswv.org.

St. Joseph School, Martinsburg,  
Maintenance Worker

Central Catholic High School is seeking a full-time Stem 
Coordinator/Science Teacher. 

The position of the STEM Program Coordinator will col-
laborate with the principal, instructional team, and 
teachers to plan, organize, and promote STEM curriculum 
and expanded learning opportunities through the integra-
tion of successful strategies and multiple technologies to 
best prepare CCHS students for college and beyond. The 
STEM coordinator will facilitate the completion of the 
STEM certification, identify areas of growth for STEM edu-
cation, develop our current curricular offerings, and ex-
pand community engagement. The candidate must also be 
able to teach Physics and preferably lead our Robotics pro-
gram. 

A teacher at CCHS must possess the ability to teach using 
21st century instructional methods and educational tech-
nology; be able to work in a dynamic, collaborative, tech-
nology rich environment with fellow teachers; and demon-
strate a deep commitment to facilitating learning of all stu-
dents while being willing to fully participate in the CCHS 
community and embrace our mission as a Catholic high 
school. 

How to Apply: Applications are being accepted through 
July 1, 2025. A cover letter, resume, and letters of profes-
sional reference can be sent to the administrative assistant 
to the principal, Sarah Petry, at spetry@cchsknights.org

The Housekeeper at St John XXIII Pastoral Center, as a 
member of Diocesan Services, is committed to advancing 
the mission of Jesus Christ and offering hospitality to our 
guests. 

The Housekeeper is responsible for cleaning and prepar-
ing the facility, laundry and guest relations. 

Works evenings, weekends and holidays/holydays as 
needed.  Helps in kitchen as needed. 

Contact the Director, Gerri Wright at 304.342.0507 or 
gwright@dwc.org to schedule an interview or for more in-
formation.

The Mt. Calvary Cemetery Worker per-
forms maintenance tasks, grounds mainte-
nance and other duties to open and close 
grave sites. 

ESSENTIAL DUTIES: Opens and closes 
graves, crypts or niches; assists in disinter-
ment and disentombments; performs all        
general maintenance on grounds such as 
snow removal, grass cutting, digging, sod-
ding, mulching, leaf collection, marker set-
ting, etc.; operates equipment as needed and 
assigned. 

ADDITIONAL DUTIES: Other job related 
as assigned. 

QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS: To 
perform the job successfully, an individual 
must be able to perform each essential duty 
satisfactorily. The requirements listed are rep-
resentative of the knowledge, skills, and abil-
ity required: High School Graduate of GED; 
valid driver’s license; ability to follow direc-
tions; must work well with others; knowledge, 
understanding and use of basic buildings and 
grounds maintenance tools and equipment; 
referred experience in use of dump truck, ex-

cavators (backhoe and mini), folk lift and rid-
ing mowers. 

PHYSICAL DEMANDS: The physical de-
mands described here are representative of 
those that must be met by an employee to suc-
cessfully perform this job: The employee is 
regularly required to stand, walk, use hands to 
finger, handle or feel. The employee is re-
quired to reach with hands and arms; climb or 
balance, stoop, kneel, crouch or crawl, talk 
and hear. The employee must be able to move 
or lift up to 50 pounds and in excess occa-
sionally. The employee must use close and dis-
tance vision, peripheral and depth perception 
and ability to adjust focus. 

WORK ENVIRONMENT: The work envi-
ronment characteristics described are those 
an employee encounters while performing 
this job: Employee regularly works outdoors 
in varying weather conditions. The employee 
regularly works with and near moving equip-
ment and mechanical parts noise level can be 
loud. Employee may work irregular schedule 
and hours. 

Click here to apply.

St. Michael Parish School is accepting 
applications for a full time Middle School 
Mathematics Teacher. 

We seek a passionate and committed in-
dividual who will value the mission of a 
Catholic education and who can help nur-
ture both the intellectual and spiritual 

development of our students. Appli-
cants should be committed to creating en-
gaging and supportive learning experiences 
for our students across our middle school 
grade levels. A knowledge of teaching 5th 
grade math through Algebra 1 is essential. 

Requirements: Bachelor’s degree in edu-

cation or related field, valid teaching certi-
fication or be actively pursuing certificat-
ion/licensure, experience working with 
children in a classroom setting, strong 
classroom management, communication 
skills and curriculum development skills, 
willingness to support the mission and 
values of a Catholic educational institu-
tion. 

Interested individuals can apply via 
email to: Adrianne Manning at mrsman-
ning@smpswv.org and/or Sara Herron at 
mrsherron@smpswv.org Send a resume 
with three references.

St. Michael Parish School is accepting applications for a part-time Elementary and Middle 
School Music Teacher. 

We seek a passionate and committed individual who will value the mission of a Catholic 
education and who can help nurture both the intellectual and spiritual development of our stu-
dents. Applicants should be committed to creating engaging and supportive learning experi-
ences for our students across the school. 

Requirements: Bachelor’s degree in music education or related field, valid teaching certifi-
cation or be actively pursuing certification/licensure, experience working with children in a 
classroom setting, strong classroom management, communication skills and curriculum de-
velopment skills, willingness to support the mission and values of a Catholic educational in-
stitution, fluency in piano preferred but not required, should be willing to discuss extra cur-
ricular activities such as middle school choir and participation in a spring musical 

Interested individuals can apply via email to: Adrianne Manning at 
mrsmanning@smpswv.org and/or Sara Herron at mrsherron@smpswv.org

Stem Coordinator/Teacher, Central 
Catholic High School, Wheeling 

Housekeeper, St. John XXIII Pastoral 
Center in Charleston

Mt. Calvary Cemetery Worker, Wheeling

Elementary and Middle School Music Teacher, St. 
Michael Parish School, Wheeling

Middle School Mathematics Teacher, St. Michael 
Parish School, Wheeling

https://dwc.org/job/diocese-of-wheeling-charleston-wheeling-wv-46-mt-calvary-cemetery-worker/


August 1, 2025 The Catholic Spirit 15

Employment Opportunities

The Campus Minister’s responsibilities are to 
plan and implement a broad campus ministry for 
the Hilltop Catholic Community, based on the 
principles of Empowered by the Spirit. 

ESSENTIAL DUTIES: 
· Develop and implement, in a collaborative 

manner, a strategic plan for campus ministry for 
the Marshall Catholic Community 

· Coordinate and facilitate the schedule of 
Masses and Sacramental ministries. 

· Develop and implement, in consultation 
with students and faculty, catechetical opportu-
nities and pastoral services appropriate to the 
needs, concerns, and schedules of the commu-
nity; to include retreats, faith-sharing groups, for-
mational gatherings, etc. 

· Manage the day-to-day operation of the 
center. 

· Represent the Catholic Church on campus, 
becoming actively involved in the academic 
community while ministering not only to stu-
dents but faculty, staff, and administration as 
well. 

· Form and support Catholic student groups or 
organizations on campus. 

· Work irregular hours including weekends 
and evenings. 

ADDITIONAL DUTIES: 
· Collaborates with the Office of Faith Forma-

tion and the Charleston Vicariate in offering joint 
young adult ministry opportunities. 

· Participate in and attend Vicariate, Diocesan, 
and other professional enrichment gatherings. 

SUPERVISORY RESPONSIBILITIES: 
· Supervise support staff of the center. 
· Support ministry volunteers and commit-

tees. 
· Support volunteer peer ministers. 
QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS: 
To perform this job successfully, an individual 

must be able to perform each essential duty sat-
isfactorily. The requirements listed below are rep-
resentative of the knowledge, skill and/or ability 
required. 

· M.A. in Theology, Religious Education or re-
lated field preferred. 

· C.C.M.A. Certification preferred. 
· Working knowledge of USCCB CM doc-

ument “Empowered by the Spirit.” 
· Sound knowledge of the Theological tradi-

tion of the Catholic Church. 
· Practical experience and theoretical knowl-

edge of young adult Catholics and the special 
needs, concerns, and developmental tasks which 
are theirs. 

· Experience in and knowledge of campus life. 
· Interpersonal communication skills. 
· Word processing and related computer skills. 
· Effective presentation skills. 
· Ability to organize and facilitate meetings. 
· Ability to work collaboratively in a team en-

vironment. 
Click here for full job description and to        

apply. 

Campus Minister – 
Marshall University

The Campus Minister’s responsibilities are to 
plan and implement a broad campus ministry for 
the Concord Catholic Community, based on the 
principles of Empowered by the Spirit. 

ESSENTIAL DUTIES: 
· Develop and implement, in a collaborative 

manner, a strategic plan for campus ministry for 
the Concord Catholic Community 

· Coordinate and facilitate the schedule of 
Masses and Sacramental ministries. 

· Develop and implement, in consultation 
with students and faculty, catechetical opportu-
nities and pastoral services appropriate to the 
needs, concerns, and schedules of the commu-
nity; to include retreats, faith-sharing groups, 
formational gatherings, etc. 

· Manage the day-to-day operation of the 
center. 

· Represent the Catholic Church on campus, 
becoming actively involved in the academic 
community while ministering not only to stu-
dents but faculty, staff, and administration as 
well. 

· Form and support Catholic student groups or 
organizations on campus. 

· Work irregular hours including weekends 
and evenings. 

ADDITIONAL DUTIES: 
· Collaborates with the Office of Faith Forma-

tion and the  Vicariate in offering joint young 
adult ministry opportunities. 

· Participate in and attend Vicariate, Diocesan, 
and other professional enrichment gatherings. 

SUPERVISORY RESPONSIBILITIES: 
· Supervise support staff of the center. 
· Support ministry volunteers and commit-

tees. 
· Support volunteer peer ministers. 
QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS: 
To perform this job successfully, an individual 

must be able to perform each essential duty sat-
isfactorily. The requirements listed below are rep-
resentative of the knowledge, skill and/or ability 
required. 

· M.A. in Theology, Religious Education or re-
lated field preferred. 

· C.C.M.A. Certification preferred. 
· Working knowledge of USCCB CM doc-

ument “Empowered by the Spirit.” 
· Sound knowledge of the Theological tradi-

tion of the Catholic Church. 
· Practical experience and theoretical knowl-

edge of young adult Catholics and the special 
needs, concerns, and developmental tasks which 
are theirs. 

· Experience in and knowledge of campus life. 
· Interpersonal communication skills. 
· Word processing and related computer skills. 
· Effective presentation skills. 
· Ability to organize and facilitate meetings. 
· Ability to work collaboratively in a team en-

vironment. 
Click here for full job description and to        

apply. 

Campus Minister –          
Concord, University

The Campus Minister’s responsibilities are to 
plan and implement a broad campus ministry for 
the Hilltop Catholic Community, based on the 
principles of Empowered by the Spirit. 

ESSENTIAL DUTIES: 
Develop and implement, in a collaborative 

manner, a strategic plan for campus ministry for 
the Hilltop Catholic Community 

Coordinate and facilitate the schedule of 
Masses and Sacramental ministries. 

Develop and implement, in consultation with 
students and faculty, catechetical opportunities 
and pastoral services appropriate to the needs, 
concerns, and schedules of the community; to in-
clude retreats, faith-sharing groups, formational 
gatherings, etc. 

Manage the day-to-day operation of the 
center. 

Represent the Catholic Church on campus, be-
coming actively involved in the academic com-
munity while ministering not only to students 
but faculty, staff, and administration as well. 

Form and support Catholic student groups or 
organizations on campus. 

Work irregular hours including weekends and 
evenings. 

ADDITIONAL DUTIES: 
Collaborates with the Office of Faith Forma-

tion and the Wheeling Vicariate in offering joint 
young adult ministry opportunities. 

Participate in and attend Vicariate, Diocesan, 
and other professional enrichment gatherings. 

SUPERVISORY RESPONSIBILITIES: 
Supervise support staff of the center. 
Support ministry volunteers and committees. 
Support volunteer peer ministers. 
QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS: 
To perform this job successfully, an individual 

must be able to perform each essential duty satis-
factorily. The requirements listed below are repre-
sentative of the knowledge, skill and/or ability re-
quired. 

M.A. in Theology, Religious Education or re-
lated field preferred. 

C.C.M.A. Certification preferred. 
Working knowledge of USCCB CM document 

“Empowered by the Spirit.” 
Sound knowledge of the Theological tradition 

of the Catholic Church. 
Practical experience and theoretical knowl-

edge of young adult Catholics and the special 
needs, concerns, and developmental tasks which 
are theirs. 

Experience in and knowledge of campus life. 
Interpersonal communication skills. 
Word processing and related computer skills. 
Effective presentation skills. 
Ability to organize and facilitate meetings. 
Ability to work collaboratively in a team envi-

ronment. 
Click here for full job description and to   

apply. 

Campus Minister, West         
Liberty  University and                 
Bethany College

https://dwc.org/job/diocese-of-wheeling-charleston-faith-formatin-huntington-wv-46-campus-minister-marshall-university/
https://dwc.org/job/campus-minister-concord-university/
https://dwc.org/job/campus-minister-west-liberty-university/
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The nation-leading cardiologists and surgeons of the WVU Heart and 
Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program at Wheeling specialize in 
problems with the heart’s valves, walls, or chambers.

We have a multidisciplinary team of experts, including interventional 
cardiologists, cardiac and vascular surgeons, dedicated nursing 
sta昀, and other specialists, to ensure our patients receive the most 
comprehensive care available for common and complex structural heart 
conditions.

The WVU Heart and Vascular Institute Structural Heart Program is the 
only program in West Virginia that o昀ers eight specialized, structural heart 
procedures and is one of the few programs in the United States (and 
the only one in West Virginia) o昀ering cerebral embolic protection during 
transcatheter aortic valve replacement (Protected TAVR) and transcatheter 
mitral valve replacement.

Our expert team uses the latest catheter-based techniques to treat all 
forms of structural heart disease, including aortic, mitral, and tricuspid 
valve diseases and conditions and congenital defects.

David Michael Campsey MD
Interventional Cardiology

Deepak Hooda MD
Interventional Cardiology

Sushant Sharma MD
Cardiology

THE MOST ADVANCED TREATMENTS
IN WEST VIRGINIA

OUR TEAM


