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CNS Photo/Vatican Media 
Pope Francis touches a Marian statue before consecrating 

the world and, in particular, Ukraine and Russia to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary during a Lenten penance service 

in St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican March 25. 

By Junno Arocho Esteves, Catholic News Service 

As Russia’s violent monthlong invasion continued to 
devastate Ukraine, Pope Francis laid the fates of 
both countries at the feet of Mary in the hopes that 

peace would finally reign. 
“Mother of God and our mother, to your Immaculate 

Heart we solemnly entrust and consecrate ourselves, the 
church and all humanity, especially Russia and Ukraine,” 
the pope said March 25, pronouncing the Act of Consecra-
tion after leading a Lenten penance service in St. Peter’s 
Basilica. 

Praying before a statue of Mary that was loaned by the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima at San Vittoriano on the out-
skirts of Rome, the pope pleaded with Mary to “accept this 
act that we carry out with confidence and love. Grant that 
war may end, and peace spread throughout the world.” 

Sitting in front of the statue, which was placed before 
the steps of the main altar on a red platform and adorned 
with white roses, the pope proclaimed the Act of Con-
secration. During the prayer, the pope paused at several 
moments to gaze at the statue of Mary before continuing 
to recite the prayer. 

“To you we consecrate the future of the whole human 
family, the needs and expectations of every people, the 
anxieties and hopes of the world,” he prayed. 

After the consecration, the pope, accompanied by a 
young boy and girl, placed a bouquet of white roses at the 
feet of the statue. He then remained for a few moments, 
with eyes closed and head bowed in silent prayer, before 
stepping away. 

According to the Vatican, an estimated 3,500 people 
filled St. Peter’s Basilica, while 2,000 people watched on 
video screens from St. Peter’s Square. Police asked pilgrims 
who entered St. Peter’s Basilica carrying or wearing Uk-
rainian flags to put them away, since the event was a 
prayer service. 

Among those present at the liturgy were Andrii Yurash, 
Ukraine’s ambassador to the Holy See. The consecration, 
he tweeted March 25, is “another attempt (by the pope) 
to defend Ukraine from the devil’s war,” referring to Rus-
sia’s attacks on the country. 

Joe Donnelly, who soon will present his credentials to 
the pope as the U.S. ambassador to the Holy See, also at-
tended the service. 

The Vatican announced March 18 that Pope Francis 

Pope Consecrates Ukraine, Russia to Mary
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also asked bishops around the 
world to join him in consecrat-
ing Ukraine and Russia to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, 
the papal almoner, led a similar 
Act of Consecration at the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in 
Portugal. 

Bishops from around the 
world had announced special 
services to coincide with the 
timing of the consecration in 
Rome, even in the early hours of 
the morning. 

At the Dulce Nombre de 
Maria Cathedral-Basilica in Ha-
gatña, Guam, Archbishop Mi-
chael Byrnes led the faithful in 
praying the rosary before recit-
ing the Act of Consecration at 2 
a.m. local time March 26. 

Archbishop Georg Gäns-
wein, private secretary of retired 
Pope Benedict XVI, had told re-
porters that the former pope 
would join in the consecration 

from his residence. 
In a video released before the 

liturgy, Archbishop Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk of Kyiv-Halych, 
major archbishop of the Ukrain-
ian Catholic Church, said he 
would join in the consecration 
“because today we need very 
much the victory of good.” 

The consecration, Arch-
bishop Shevchuk said, “means 
that it is never possible to make 
a deal, to cooperate with this 
evil that emerges from Russia 
today.” 

“And that is why we must 
pray for its conversion, for the 
eradication of that evil, ‘so that 
it,’ as the Mother of God of Fa-
tima said, ‘might not destroy 
other states, might not cause yet 
another world war.’ We, as 
Christians, have a duty to pray 
for our enemies,” he said. 

In Rome, the bells of St. 
Peter’s Basilica rang out after 
Pope Francis concluded the Act 
of Consecration. 

In his homily during the 
Lenten penance service, the 

pope acknowledged that the 
war in Ukraine, which “has 
overtaken so many people and 
caused suffering to all, has made 
each of us fearful and anxious.” 

While calls to “not be afraid” 
may soothe one’s helplessness 
in the face of war, violence and 
uncertainty, the pope said that 
“human reassurance is not 
enough.” 

“We need the closeness of 
God and the certainty of his for-
giveness, and once renewed by 
it, Christians can also turn to 
Mary and present their needs 
and the needs of the world,” he 
said. 

Pope Francis said the Act of 
Consecration was “no magic 
formula but a spiritual act” of 
trust by “children who, amid 
the tribulation of this cruel and 
senseless war that threatens our 
world, turn to their mother, re-
posing all their fears and pain in 
her heart and abandoning 
themselves to her.” 

“It means placing in that 
pure and undefiled heart, where 
God is mirrored, the inesti-
mable goods of fraternity and 
peace, all that we have and are, 
so that she, the mother whom 
the Lord has given us, may pro-
tect us and watch over us,” the 
pope said. 

In his prayer, Pope Francis 
specifically asked Mary to be 
with those suffering directly be-
cause of the war. 

“May your maternal touch 
soothe those who suffer and flee 
from the rain of bombs,” he 
prayed to Mary. “May your 
motherly embrace comfort 
those forced to leave their 
homes and their native land. 
May your sorrowful heart move 
us to compassion and inspire us 
to open our doors and to care for 
our brothers and sisters who are 
injured and cast aside.” 
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To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse 
of Children: The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
encourages reporting to civil authorities first and 
foremost if a crime has been committed. We also en-
courage utilizing www.reportbishopabuse.org to 
make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If you have 
reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual 
misconduct or has interfered with an investigation 
into sexual misconduct, please contact civil au-
thorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit 
www.reportbishopabuse.org. 

To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact 
your local law enforcement: numbers will vary 
based on your location. If you believe someone is in 
im- mediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report 
any incidence of suspected child abuse or neglect, in-
cluding sexual abuse, contact the West Virginia Bu-
reau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Serv-
ices by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 
800.352.6513. You may report anonymously to this 
hotline if you prefer. 

To Report to Diocesan Authorities: The di-
ocese encourages reportng to the appropriate civil au-
thorities first and foremost if a crime has been com-
mitted. The diocese also encourages reporting to the 
appropriate church authorities. To report suspected 
cases of sexual abuse of children by personnel of the 
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, con-
tact one of the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 
or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim 
Bishop, ext. 353; or Very Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., 
V.E., ext. 270. You may also call the Diocese’s Office 
of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. You may also 
call the Diocese’s sexual abuse hotline at 
833.230.5656. Complaint forms are available online 
at www.dwc.org, click “Diocese” on the menu bar, 
then “Offices,” then “Safe Environment”, then 
“Download Files and Forms.” The form is titled 
“Complaint Form for Allegations of Sexual Abuse of 
a Minor.” The form may be returned via U.S. mail to: 
Office of Safe Environment, Diocese of Wheeling- 
Charleston, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. 

To Report to the Diocese’s Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator: please call Dr. Patricia Bailey at 
304.242.6988.  In addition to the methods listed 
above for reporting sexual abuse, the Diocese also has 
partnered with Navex Global to offer the EthicsPoint 
platform to report other, additional concerns, such as 
suspected financial, professional, and personal mis-
conduct of a priest, deacon, religious, or lay employee 
of the Diocese or any Catholic parish or school in 
West Virginia. The EthicsPoint platform can be ac-
cessed via www.dwc.org, under “Accountability”, 
then “Report Misconduct” or by calling 
844.723.8381. EthicsPoint is a third-party reporting 
system that reports to civil authorities where applica-
ble and Diocesan authorities, and the identity of the 
person reporting is protected. Links and information: 
WV Department of Health and Human Resources: 
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. West Virginia 
State Police, Crimes Against Children Unit: 304-293-
6400. 

        

 JOHNSON
BOILER WORKS, INC

53 Marshall St.
Benwood, WV 26031

(304) 232-3070
Steam Boiler Repairs

Lou W. Nau, Inc.
69 Edgington Lane, Wheeling       Phone (304) 242-6311

We Are Now A Full Service Hardware Store!

louwnau.doitbest.com

We Also Specialize n Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Sexual Abuse Awareness Training 
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 

requires that all Dioceses/Eparchies have in place a 
Safe Environment Program for the protection of chil-
dren and young people.  In accordance with these re-
quirements, the  Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston’s 
Safe Environment Program consists of the following 
components for persons seeking employment or to 
volunteer—directly or indirectly—with children: 
background check; receipt of the Diocese’s Policy Re-
lating to Sexual Abuse of Children; and sexual abuse 
awareness training for adults. Sexual abuse awareness 
training may be completed online or via live work-
shop. For more  information on the Office of  Safe En-
vironment,please go to www.dwc.org, click “Dio-
cese”, then “Offices,” then “Office of  Safe  Environ-
ment.” 
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By Colleen Rowan 

On the Solemnity of the Annunciation of 
the Lord, March 25, bishops and priests 
around the world joined Pope Francis in 

the consecration of Ukraine and Russia to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Here at home, 
Bishop Mark E. Brennan prayed the Act of Con-
secration in a packed Cathedral of St. Joseph in 
Wheeling during the noon Mass as priests of the 
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston prayed in their 
parish churches. 

The Mass and consecration at the cathedral 
were livestreamed on the diocese’s website and 
Facebook page for those unable to be present. 
Following the blessing at the end of Mass, the 
bishop and clergy processed to the side altar of 
Our Lady for the Act of Consecration, while the 
congregation sang “Immaculate Mary.”  

Joining the bishop and other priests at the ca-
thedral was Father Jason Charron, pastor of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in South Wheeling. In addressing the 
congregation, Father Charron noted that 
throughout the history of the church nations of 
the world have consecrated themselves not just 
to Christ but to the mother of Christ, Mary most 
holy. Even Protestant England, he said, was 
known throughout the centuries as “Mary’s 
Dowry” and down through Europe each nation 
has had at varying times dedications and con-
secrations to the most holy Mother of God—Uk-

raine in the year 1037.  
“But what’s interesting is that from what         

we can discover and read is that Russia was 
never specifically set aside and consecrated to 
the Mother of God,” Father Charron said. “And 
if members are not covered by armor, they be-
come susceptible to the enemy’s arrows, and 
such is what befell us in the 20th century              
that one of our members was not consecrated by 
the armor of the holy name of Mary. And so, at 
the 11th hour, the mercy of God draws us near 
that we may have recourse to the name of Jesus 
through the intercession of his most holy 
mother in her Immaculate Heart that              we 
may consecrate this long-standing member of 
the Christian household, the nation of               
Russia, that she may now be guarded from             
any influence of evil and consecrated to the 
name and in fact the very heart of Mary, most 
holy.” 

Father Charron, who had just returned from 
leading a mission trip to Ukraine, spoke of an 
old tradition of the country.  

“I was there two weeks ago and people were 
speaking about it,” Father Charron  said, “and 
I’d like to close with this: The oldest church in 
Eastern Europe is located in Kyiv, the birthplace 
of both Russia and Ukraine.” That ancient 
church, he said, is St. Sophia, and over that holy 
altar where that sacred oblation is offered to the 
Father stands the ancient icon of the Orans—

Mary stretching out her hands lifting up the 
prayer to the throne of God. “And the tradition 
among the Ukrainians is that these people will 
not fall so long as those arms remain out-
stretched,” he said, “and it’s into those arms 
that we now consecrate both of her long-suffer-
ing people, Ukraine and Russia.”  

Bishop Brennan then began the Act of Con-
secration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
Praying with him were concelebrants of the 
Mass Father Sateesh Narisetti, HGN, vice rector 
of the cathedral; Father Arul Anthony, adminis-
trator of St. John the Evangelist Parish in Wells-
burg; and Father Jude Perera, TOR, adminis-
trator of St. Anthony Parish in Follansbee. Also 
praying were Deacon Doug Breiding, perma-
nent deacon of the cathedral and director of 
cemeteries for the diocese; and Deacon Paul 
Lim, WVU Medicine Wheeling Hospital’s vice 
president of Mission Integration. 

“Mother of God and our Mother, to your Im-
maculate Heart we solemnly entrust and conse-
crate ourselves, the Church and all humanity, 
especially Russia and Ukraine. Accept this act 
that we carry out with confidence and love. 
Grant that war may end and peace spread 
throughout the world. The ‘Fiat’ that arose from 
your heart opened the doors of history to the 
Prince of Peace. We trust that, through your 
heart, peace will dawn once more. To you we 

See “Mary” on Page 4

Colleen Rowan Photo 
Joining Pope Francis and bishops and priests around the world in the consecration of Ukraine and Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary March 25, Bishop Mark 
Brennan prays the Act of Consecration at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Wheeling. Praying with him, from left, are Father Jason Charron, pastor of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Ukrainian Catholic Church in South Wheeling; and clergy serving in the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston—Deacon Doug Breiding; Father Jude Perera, 
TOR; Father Arul Anthony; and Father Sateesh Narisetti, HGN. Not pictured is Deacon Paul Lim who was also present.

Bishop Brennan, Clergy 
Join Pope Francis in 
Consecration of  
Ukraine and Russia to 
Mary
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consecrate the future of the 
whole human family, the needs 
and expectations of every 
people, the anxieties and hopes 
of the world,” they prayed. 

After the consecration, 
Bishop Brennan announced that 
the diocese is gifting a relic (from 
its archives) of Ukrainian Blessed 
Vasyl Velychkovsky to Father 
Charron and his parish. 

As the congregation sang 
“Salve Regina,” the bishop and 
clergy returned to the main altar 
for Exposition of the Blessed Sac-
rament.  

The next day, the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston shared on 
its Facebook page that Father 
Charron invites all to a prayer 
service for the people of Ukraine 
April 3 at 4 p.m. at his church, 
which is located at 4136 Jacob 
Street in Wheeling. Following 
the prayer service, Father Char-
ron will speak of his recent ex-
periences traveling into Ukraine 
to help rescue 22 orphans and 
several refugees. 

 Good will offerings will be ac-
cepted to help support the 
people of Ukraine. 

 
 
 
 

Colleen Rowan Photo 
Father Jason Charron, pastor of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in South Wheeling, speaks at the 
noon Mass at the Cathedral of St. Joseph 
in Wheeling March 25. Bishop Mark 
Brennan, Father Charron, and clergy of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
joined Pope Francis in the consecration 
of Ukraine and Russia to the Immaculate 
Heart of  Mary. 

Courtesy Photo 
The new monthly youth Mass at St. Bernadette Parish in Hedgesville is led 
by young people of the parish. They serve as the lectors, cantors, choir 
(shown above), ushers, and servers. Linda Abrahamian, music director and 
Youth Ministry coordinator for the parish, said: “It has been met with a lot 
of enthusiasm from the parishioners and the kids are enjoying (being) an 
active part of the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.”

Youth Mass Begins in Hedgesville

SYNOD Listening Sessions 
Check updates at http://dwc.org/synod-sessions/

St. Anthony, Charleston: April 3, 11:40 a.m. 
 
St. Elizabeth, Phillipi: April 3, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 
St. Leo, Inwood:  April 3, 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.; Virtual Ses-

sion-TBA 
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By Colleen Rowan 
WEST VIRGINIA—The Dio-

cese of Wheeling-Charleston’s an-
nual Catholic Sharing Appeal 
(CSA) is underway giving the faith-
ful the opportunity to support 
their parishes while at the same 
time supporting Catholic schools, 
outreach to the poor, evangeliza-
tion, vocations, and other mini-
stries around the state. 

“The annual Catholic Sharing 
Appeal makes our proclamation        
of Christ’s lordship credible by          
showing that we are striving to ful-
fill his command to love our fellow 
human beings, be they children in 
need of education, the homebound 
in need of the Eucharist or a family 
needing help with a rent payment 
or utility bill,” Bishop Mark Bren-
nan says in his letter to the faithful 
on this year’s CSA. His letter may be 
read in full on this page. 

Donations to the CSA make 
many programs possible at the par-
ish and diocesan levels. This year’s 
goal is $2 million. 

“The CSA has served as an essen-
tial partner for our parishes, mis-
sions and ministries in providing 
them the funding they need to 
maintain their aging buildings, in-
vigorate Catholic youth, and to         
assist the poor and most vulner-
able,” said Heidi Sforza, director of 
Annual Giving for the diocese. 
“When you give to the Catholic 
Sharing Appeal you support              
evangelization, education, and 
outreach in every parish commu-
nity across our beautiful state. To-
gether we can do more than                 
any one person or parish can do 
alone.” 

The appeal is unique in West 

Virginia, said Director of Steward-
ship and Development Krissie         
Benson. “None of the money     
raised goes to support salaries or 
chancery expenses like it does in 
most other dioceses across the 
country,” she said. “Appeal money 
at the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston goes right back out to 
our parishes, schools, and mini-
stries.” 

Out of the $2.3 million that was 
raised in 2021, she said, more than 
$1.6 million went back to parishes. 

“That is a phenomenal amount 
of money going directly back                   
to support the local parishes and 
their immediate needs,” Benson 
said. 

Parishes have traditionally         
used CSA money to pay off              
debts, fund building improve-
ments and beautification projects, 
pave parking lots, among other en-
deavors. 

Another aspect of the CSA            
that is different in Wheeling-
Charleston, Benson noted, is that 
parishes are not required to reach 
100 percent of their goal before 
they begin to get money back. 
Rather, once they reach 50 percent 
every penny is returned to the par-
ish. The first 50 percent funds 
shared ministries, she said, one of 
which is grants to parishes, where 
they have the opportunity to apply 
for even more funding from the 
CSA. 

“In most other dioceses, par-
ishes who don’t reach 100 percent             
of their goal are required to pay the 
difference,” Benson said. “And 
only once they reach 100 percent 
do they start to get money                  
back. So, it truly is a wonderful pro-
gram here in West Virginia that 
gives back to the parishes, while 
also funding the needs of shared 
ministries throughout the dio-
cese.” 

If there is anything learned           
over the last year, Benson said, it is 
that West Virginia’s Catholic faith-
ful are a resilient people, who re-
spond generously to the needs of 
their local parishes. This was ev-
ident in the $2.3 million raised by 
almost 4,700 donors in last year’s 
CSA. 

“In a year where everything        
was so uncertain, the generosity         
of parishioners throughout the 
state was unwavering,” Benson 
said. “I think people resonated 
with the needs of their parish and 
the diocese because they saw the ef-
fects of the pandemic first-hand. So 
many of our parishes immediately 
jumped into action to respond to 
the restrictions and changes                 
required because of Covid. From 

parishioners volunteering  to clean 
the pews between Masses, to those 
who made phone calls to check in 
on parishioners, and to those who 
donated supplies and monetary 
support, the faithful of West Vir-
ginia, once again, offered their 
hands and hearts in gratitude.” 

 Building on the success of              
last year’s appeal, Benson said great 
strides are already being seen              
this year. This has been a continu-
ing trend since the CSA’s inception 
15 years ago. St. Francis de Sales 
Parish in Morgantown has reached 
44 percent of its $77,050 with 53 
donors raising $33,705 already. St. 
Mary Parish in Petersburg has al-
ready reached 75 percent of its goal 
of $4,750 with 3,550 raised so far. 

The faithful can view the pro-
gress of individual parishes by vis-
iting dwc.org/CSA. Here, they can 
also find more information and a 
place to make an online donation. 
On Page 6 of this issue, the faithful 
can find a listing of parish/mission 
goals for the appeal. Parishes and 
missions are listed by vicariates.  

“Over the years the Catholic 
Sharing Appeal has proven to be an 

opportunity for the faithful to 
unite together to serve the needs 
throughout our diocese,” Benson 
said. “Donors are making a huge 
difference in the lives of those who 
benefit from programs and services 
made possible through the help of 
the CSA.” 

Sforza noted that since the     
appeal began in 2007, more    
than $25 million has been raised         
to “enliven parishes, support    
Catholic education, shine light      
on shared ministries and expand 
outreach efforts across West Vir-
ginia.” 

There are several ways to contrib-
ute to the CSA. Donors can make a 
secure gift online at dwc.org/CSA 
using credit card or direct debit, or 
checks can be sent to: Catholic Shar-
ing Appeal, PO Box 230, Wheeling, 
WV, 26003. Gifts may be broken 
down into monthly payments to 
make it easier for supporters to give. 
Donors may also make a gift of ap-
preciated securities, or donate 
through a Donor Advised Fund 
(DAF) or IRA. 

For more information, visit 
dwc.org/CSA.

 Dear Friends in Christ, 
     As the Lord Jesus was about to ascend back to his Father, he commanded his
Apostles: Go, make disciples of all nations [Matthew 28:19]. Bringing others to the
Lord, directly through speaking to them of Christ or indirectly through our good
works, is our primary mission as followers of Jesus Christ.

    The annual Catholic Sharing Appeal makes our proclamation of Christ’s lordship
credible by showing that we are striving to fulfill his command to love our fellow
human beings, be they children in need of education, the homebound in need of the
Eucharist or a family needing help with a rent payment or utility bill.

    Over the past several years, the need for outreach to the young, the vulnerable
and the less fortunate across West Virginia has continued to grow. Thanks to your
generosity, we have been able to make a significant contribution toward meeting
those needs, making more resources available to care for those around us, despite a
declining Catholic population. But imagine how much more we could do if we
convinced more people to cast their lot with us in following Jesus Christ!

    As we join together to bring the Gospel of Christ to those who have left us and
those we have never had with us, I ask you to prayerfully consider supporting this
year’s Catholic Sharing Appeal. By your gift you are putting your faith into action in
union with Christ as we serve those in need of prayer, healing and concrete help.
Such gifts, I pray, prepare the way for the Gospel to be heard.

    Thank you for your willingness to join with me in sharing the Good News of our
Savior with those in need. The Appeal enables all of us to reach out beyond the walls
of our parish church to advance the Church’s mission.
 

May God richly bless you and all your loved ones!

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

+Mark E. Brennan
Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston

Catholic Sharing Appeal is Underway 

 
“When you give to the 
Catholic Sharing Appeal 
you support evangelization, 
education, and outreach in 
every parish community 
across our beautiful state. 
Together we can do more 
than any one person or 
parish can do alone.” 
 
—Heidi Sforza, director of Annual 
Giving for the diocese 
 

Donations Make a Difference in Parishes and Ministries, Directors Say  
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Catholic Sharing Appeal 2022  
Parish & Mission Goals

WHEELING VICARIATE 
Cathedral of St. Joseph                                         Wheeling                      $19,740 
Corpus Christi Parish                                            Wheeling                      $27,290 
Immaculate Conception Parish                             New Cumberland           $8,130 
Our Lady of Peace Parish                                     Wheeling                      $25,030 
Our Lady of Seven Dolors Mission                      Triadelphia                     $5,225 
Sacred Heart Parish                                                    Chester                            $14,365 
Sacred Heart of Mary Parish                                     Weirton                            $15,530 
St. Alphonsus Parish                                                  Wheeling                         $10,050 
St. Anthony Parish                                                     Follansbee                       $23,205 
St. Francis Xavier Parish                                           Moundsville                    $21,660 
St. James Parish                                                    McMechen                     $4,305 
St. John Parish                                                       Benwood                        $5,295 
St. John Parish                                                       Wellsburg                     $16,400 
St. Joseph Parish                                                        Proctor                               $4,675 
St. Joseph the Worker Parish                                 Weirton                         $47,455 
St. Jude Parish                                                       Glen Dale                    $10,785 
St. Michael Parish                                                 Wheeling                      $68,045 
St. Paul Parish                                                       Weirton                         $30,880 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish                                     Wheeling                      $38,720 
 
CHARLESTON VICARIATE 
Ascension Parish                                                   Hurricane                      $24,145 
Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart Charleston                    $68,900 
Blessed Sacrament Parish                                     South Charleston          $40,055 
Christ the King Parish                                           Dunbar                           $6,695 
Holy Trinity Parish                                                Nitro                              $8,130 
Immaculate Conception Parish                             Montgomery                   $4,090 
Our Lady of Fatima Parish                                    Huntington                   $41,405 
Our Lady of the Hills Parish                                      Elkview                            $6,135 
Risen Lord Mission                                                   Clay                                   $1,790 
Sacred Heart Mission                                                 Point Pleasant                    $3,465 
Sacred Heart Parish                                                    Huntington                     $12,020 
Sacred Heart Parish                                                    Williamson                       $8,230 
St. Agnes Parish                                                         Charleston                       $19,610 
St. Anthony Parish                                                     Charleston                      $10,580  
St. Anthony's Shrine Mission                                    Boomer                              $6,075 
St. Barbara Mission                                                   Chapmanville                   $1,410 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish                                        Logan                                $6,800 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish                                        St. Albans                        $25,090 
St. Joseph Parish                                                   Huntington                   $65,560 
St. Mary Queen of Heaven Parish                         Madison                         $2,465 
St. Patrick Mission                                                Bancroft                          $3,420 
St. Peter Claver Parish                                          Huntington                    $5,570 
St. Stephen Parish                                                 Ona                                 $7,475 
 
BECKLEY VICARIATE 
Holy Family Parish                                               Richwood                      $3,500 
Sacred Heart Parish                                                    Bluefield                          $25,420 
Sacred Heart Mission                                                 Powhatan                           $2,350 
Sacred Heart Mission                                                 Rainelle                             $2,335 
Sacred Heart Parish                                                    Princeton                         $19,275 
Ss. Peter and Paul Parish                                           Oak Hill                           $17,395 
St. Anne Parish                                                           Webster Springs               $2,110 
St. Brendan Parish                                                      Elkins                             $21,500 
St. Catherine of Sienna Parish                                   Ronceverte                       $8,645 
St. Charles Borromeo Parish                                     White Sulphur Springs    $7,770 
St. Francis de Sales Parish                                         Beckley                           $45,210 
St. John the Evangelist Parish                                   Summersville                  $13,990 
St. John Neumann Parish                                      Marlinton                       $3,950 
St. Mark the Evangelist Mission                           Bartow                           $1,510  
St. Patrick Parish                                                   Hinton                             $5,925 
St. Peter Parish                                                      Welch                              $2,465 

CLARKSBURG VICARIATE 
All Saints Parish                                                    Bridgeport                    $50,310 
Good Shepherd Parish                                          Glenville                        $2,410 
Holy Rosary Parish                                               Buckhannon                $13,315 
Holy Spirit Parish                                                 Monongah                    $13,065 
Immaculate Conception Parish                             Clarksburg                   $67,555 
Immaculate Conception Parish                             Fairmont                      $24,345 
Our Lady of Mercy Mission                                 Parsons                          $5,420  
Our Lady of Perpetual Help                                      Stonewood                      $33,745 
Sacred Heart Mission                                                 Salem                                $3,195 
St. Ann Parish                                                             Shinnston                       $13,560 
St. Anthony Parish                                                     Fairmont                          $16,290 
St. Augustine Parish                                                   Grafton                             $8,350 
St. Boniface Parish                                                     Camden                            $5,565 
St. Edward the Confessor Mission                            Terra Alta                          $2,870 
St. Elizabeth Parish                                                    Philippi                             $6,010 
St. Francis de Sales Parish                                         Morgantown                  $77,050 
St. James the Apostle Parish                                 Clarksburg                   $10,820 
St. John University Parish                                         Morgantown                  $41,540 
St. Luke the Evangelist Parish                              Cheat Lake                  $25,830 
St. Mary Parish                                                     Star City                      $48,565 
St. Patrick Parish                                                   Coalton                          $5,340 
St. Patrick Parish                                                   Mannington                   $7,960 
St. Patrick Parish                                                   Weston                         $22,030 
St. Peter Parish                                                      Farmington                    $6,960 
St. Peter the Fisherman Parish                              Fairmont                      $23,080 
St. Sebastian Parish                                               Kingwood                    $12,480 
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish                                   Thomas                        $14,500 
St. Thomas Parish                                                 Gassaway                       $5,365 
St. Zita Mission                                                     Masontown                     $5,870 
 
MARTINSBURG VICARIATE 
Annunciation of Our Lord Parish                         Fort Ashby                    $10,485 
Assumption Parish                                                Keyser                         $18,140 
Epiphany of the Lord Parish                                 Moorefield                     $5,930 
Our Lady of Grace Parish                                     Romney                         $9,000 
St. Agnes Parish                                                         Shepherdstown              $48,200 
St. Anthony Parish                                                     Ridgeley                            $4,160 
St. Bernadette Parish                                                  Hedgesville                    $20,505 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish                                  Franklin                            $2,890 
St. James Parish                                                    Charles Town              $71,565 
St. Joseph Parish                                                        Martinsburg                   $56,820 
St. Leo Parish                                                        Inwood                        $29,540 
St. Mary Parish                                                     Petersburg                      $4,750 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish                                     Berkeley Springs          $14,740 
 
PARKERSBURG VICARIATE 
Christ Our Hope Mission                                      Harrisville                      $1,895 
Holy Redeemer Parish                                          Spencer                          $5,540 
Holy Rosary Mission                                            Sistersville                      $4,765 
Mater Dolorosa Parish                                          Paden City                      $5,730 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Mission                         Elizabeth                         $2,525 
St. Francis Xavier Parish                                           Parkersburg                    $32,200 
St. John Parish                                                       St. Marys                       $8,335 
St. Margaret Mary Parish                                      Parkersburg                 $49,575 
St. Matthew Parish                                                Ravenswood                $10,425 
St. Michael Parish                                                 Vienna                          $30,090 
St. Monica Mission                                               Lubeck                            $3,550 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish                                     New Martinsville          $16,000 
 

$2 million Goal
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By Colleen Rowan 

Like their fellow Catholics ac-
ross the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston, the people of St. 

James the Greater Parish in Charles 
Town answered Bishop Mark Bren-
nan’s call to help support the suf-
fering people of Ukraine through 
the special collection on Ash Wed-
nesday. And like many of their fel-
low faithful, they wanted to do 
more. 

St. James has former parishio-
ners, partner organizations, and 
other individuals in Ukraine and 
neighboring countries actively 
working to provide relief, the par-
ish reported. St. James is blessed to 
have parish ties in Poland, said 
Deacon Galvin, permanent deacon 
at the parish. In the early 2000s, 
many Polish students came to  
work at the Charles Town Races, he 
said. No accommodation was made 
for their housing and 11 of the stu-
dents were taken in by parishio-
ners.   

“Those incredible Polish friends 
have not forgotten their Catholic 
faith or hospitality that they re-
ceived in West Virginia,” Deacon 
Galvin said. “They are giving that 
same comfort and welcome to Uk-
rainians that are desperate for 
safety. We are working with these 
former parishioners to support 

them financially so that they can 
help on our behalf.” Their parish in 
Poland has taken in 160 Ukrainian 
refugees, St. James Parish reported.  

For the rest of Lent at St. James, 
money collected through the Wed-
nesday night collection and the 
poor boxes will go to help with re-
lief for Ukrainian refugees. 

 “We are also working with indi-
vidual Ukrainian parishes where 

their clergy have heroically 
stepped up and have joined in the 
relief efforts personally,” Deacon 
Galvin continued. “We have a long 
relationship with the Divine Word 
Missionaries and we are working 
with them to help orphans as well 
as the Sisters of St. Basil.” 

One of the Catholic teachings 
that is near to the hearts of the pa-
rishioners St. James is subsidiarity, 
Deacon Galvin said. “When we 
have the opportunity to do some-
thing that is within in our capabil-
ity we should,” he said. 

Parishioner Gus Boné is doing 
that by hand-making rosaries in 
the colors of the Ukrainian flag for 
donations to fund relief efforts. 

“They ... have provided a more 
intimate way to pray for those      
in Ukraine,” Deacon Galvin said. 
“We have been praying daily at       
our Masses for the conversion of 
Russia, for the consecration of Rus-
sia to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, and for the safety of Ukrain-
ians.” 

Through all its efforts, Deacon 
Galvin said, the parish wants to 
offer hope and make the impact 
very personal to the experience of 
the parish. 

Those who would like to help 
support efforts can call the parish 
office at (304) 725-5558. 

Courtesy Photo 
Gus Bone ́of St. James the Greater Par-
ish in Charles Town makes rosaries in 
the colors of the Ukrainian flag for do-
nations for relief efforts. 

Charles Town Parish Helping Fund 
Relief Efforts in Ukraine 

Bishop Brennan 
Will Celebrate 
Holy Week and 
Easter around 
the Diocese

WEST VIRGINIA—Bishop 
Mark Brennan will be traveling the 
diocese for Holy Week and Easter 
celebrations. Below is his schedule 
for Masses: 

Saturday, April 9: 5 p.m. 
Mass, Holy Family Parish, Rich-
wood 

Sunday, April 10, Palm Sun-
day: 9  a.m. Mass, Holy Family Par-
ish, Richwood; 11 a.m.   Mass, St. 
Anne Parish, Webster Springs 

Monday, April 11: Chrism 
Mass, 4 p.m. at the Basilica of the 
Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 
Charleston 

Tuesday, April 12: Chrism 
Mass, 4 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. 
Joseph, Wheeling 

Holy Thursday, April 14:   7 
p.m. Mass at the Basilica Co-Cathe-
dral, Charleston 

Good Friday, April 15:                 
7 p.m. Lord’s Passion at St. Brendan 
Parish, Elkins 

Holy Saturday, April 16: 8 
p.m. Easter Vigil at Sacred Heart Par-
ish, Chester 

Easter Sunday, April 17: 
10:30 a.m. Mass at the Cathedral, 
Wheeling
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Parishioners of the clus-       
ter of St. Vincent de Paul 
Parish in New Martins-

ville, Mater Dolorosa  Parish in 
Paden City, Holy Rosary Mis-
sion in Sistersville, and St. Jo-
seph Mission in Proctor came 
together to do a little extra for 
families with children who are 
served by the cluster’s food 
pantry. 

“We do the Secret Santa              
at Christmas and we wanted           
to do something similar                  
for Easter,” cluster officials 
said.   

So, on the first Sunday of 
Lent at Masses at all four 
churches, 250 Easter baskets 

were distributed to parishio-
ners to fill for the 250 children 
of client families served by the 
food pantry.   

All baskets have been re-
turned, filled with goodies and 
gifts, wrapped, and are ready 
for little ones to enjoy. The par-
ish office at St. Vincent’s is 
overflowing with the baskets, 
cluster officials said. Cecilia 
Wetzel, the volunteer who runs 
the food pantry, has already 
started handing out baskets to 
families. 

The cluster is thankful              
for the generosity of parishio-
ners in bringing joy to the chil-
dren this Easter. 

May 3, 2022

OneMissionOneDay.org

One Mission One Day
 to Make a Difference

Support  
Catholic Schools!

Parish Cluster Fills 
250 Easter Baskets 
for Children in Need

Courtesy Photo 
Cecilia Wetzel, the volunteer who runs the food pantry for the cluster of 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish in New Martinsville, Mater Dolorosa Parish in 
Paden City, Holy Rosary Mission in Sistersville, and St. Joseph Mission in 
Proctor (right) and Theresa Schoolcraft, parish pastoral council member, 
show some of the 250 Easter baskets parishioners filled for children whose 
families are served by the cluster’s food pantry.
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By Colleen Rowan 

Catholic author Christine 
Anghie brings the Good 
News to children once again 

in her latest book, “Asterix the Star 
and Trebonius the Tribune.”  

Pointing to the words of St. Je-
rome: “Ignorance of Scripture is ig-
norance of Christ,” Anghie said the 
purpose of her books is “to teach 
the younger ones.” In her tales of 
fictional characters interacting 
with real biblical characters and 
events, she hopes to help children 
develop a connection with the gos-
pel. 

Anghie describes the first story 
in her latest book, “Asterix the 
Star,” as the tale of an underdog. 
God asks for a star to lead the wi-
semen to the Christ Child, but reg-
ular stars cannot leave their ap-
pointed places. So, a little boy star 
named Asterix confidently steps up 
to take on the task. To prepare, he 
goes to star school to learn how to 
shine. When he begins his job, ho-
wever, the little star becomes dis-
tracted and is convinced by his 
friends to take a break for a while. 
When he returns to his post, the wi-
semen cannot be found. What fol-
lows is a sweet story from which 
children will be able to gain many 
lessons, especially in faith.  

Although written for children, 
Anghie notes in the book that the 
story is also an allegory for adults. 
“We sometimes lose our way be-
cause other things are so impor-
tant,” she said. “We need to find our 
way back just like the little one 
did.”  

The second story, “Trebonius the 
Tribune,” begins at Jesus’ crucifix-
ion and takes children on a journey 
with Trebonius to the crucifixion of 
St. Peter. It is here that Trebonius’ 
conversion takes place. 

“He sees St. Peter …  as if he’s 
going to the greatest thing ever and 
he cannot recognize this man going 
to his death, but he seems so happy 
like the other Christians,” Anghie 
said of Trebonius. 

“Asterix the Star and Trebonius 
the Tribune” was published by 
Christian Faith Publishing in Sep-
tember 2021. Anghie’ latest book 
follows her previous works, “Dis-
mas—The Thief of Paradise” which 
was published in the U.K. and  
“Ben—the Hapless Donkey and 
Amal—The Fisher of Men,” pub-
lished in 2003.  

Her books have been recom-
mended by the bishops of the Dio-
cese of Wheeling–Charleston to be 
incorporated in the religious pro-
grams of all 24 diocesan schools, 
both elementary and high schools. 

All of the profits from Anghie’s 
books go to the Adopt A Student 
program at St. Vincent de Paul Par-
ish School in Wheeling, where she 
has been a beloved teacher for 43 
years. She has served as assistant 
principal and teacher for seventh- 
and eighth-grade religion and lan-
guage arts. 

In February, she announced that 
she is retiring at the end of this 
school year.  

St. Vincent’s is currently looking 
for a sponsor to fund the purchase 
of 100 books at a discounted price. 
The books will be used in different 
grade levels.  

For little ones at St. Vincent’s, 
Anghie announced exciting news. 
The school’s Social Media Specialist 
Jay Yelenic will be helping her with 
an audio version of “Asterix the 
Star” with music and characters 
voiced by eighth graders and high 
school students.  

Consumers can purchase “Aste-
rix the Star and Trebonius the Trib-

une” at traditional brick and mortar 
bookstores, or online at 
Amazon.com, Apple iTunes store, 
or Barnes and Noble.  

For additional information or      

inquiries about “Asterix the Star 
and Trebonius the Tribune,” con-
tact the Christian Faith Publishing 
media department at (866) 554-
0919.  

Catholic Author Christine Anghie Brings the 
Good News to Children in Latest Book

The Catholic Spirit Photo 
Pictured is the cover of Christine Anghie’s latest book, “Asterix the Star and Tre-
bonius the Tribune.” 

SERVING THE DIOCESE OF 
WHEELING-CHARLESTON’S PARISHES 

AND SCHOOLS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

DWC PARISHIONERS VICTOR GRECO, JULIE DOERR AND ALEXIS BEHRENS

VISIT US @ MILLSGROUPONLINE.COM
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9 Days Holy Land. Sep 12-20, 2022  
$3199.  1 night Tel Aviv, 2 nights Galilee, 5 nights 

Jerusalem. With Fr. Dan Pisano from Petersburg, WV. 
10 Days Vienna- Salzburg- Budapest Sep 19-

28, 2022 
$3999. Includes 3 nights Vienna, 3 nights Salzburg, 

4 nights Budapest. With Fr. Bjorn Lundberg from Win-
chester, VA. 

13 Days Istanbul-Greece-Crete Nov 7-19, 2022  
$4999. Includes 2 nights-Istanbul, 1 night each in 

Kavala, Thessaloniki, Kalambaka & Delphi,2 nights in 
Crete & 4-nights in Athens. With Fr. Eric Shafer from 
Colonial Beach, VA  

11 Days Catholic Ireland. Sep 12-22, 2022 
 $3950. Includes 1 night Limerick, 2 nights Kil-

kenny, 3 nights each in Galway and Dublin.  With Fr 
Art Bufogle from Mannington, WV. 

 
For brochures or more information, contact John 

Tagnesi at 1-888-544-4461 or jtag1964@verizon.net 

Global Catholic Tours of Va

Catechetical Leadership

Formation Program

2021-2022 Catechetical Leadership Formation Program Members 

Nick Chancey

Campus Minister

Marshall University

Huntington

Bob Glass

DRE

 Sacred Heart Parish 

Chester

Michael Kemlock

DRE

SS. Peter & Paul Parish 

Oak Hill

“The importance of the ministry of catechesis… would suggest that there should be in a 
Diocese a certain number of religious and laity publicly recognized and permanently dedicated 
to catechesis who, in communion with priests and the Bishop, give to this diocesan service the 

ecclesial form which is proper to it.” ~ Directory for Catechesis, 123

Carolina Leachman

DRE & Youth Minister

Ascension Parish

Hurricane

Mark Tirona

DRE

St. Joseph the Worker 

Parish, Weirton

The Of昀ce of Evangelization and Catechesis invites you to learn 
more about this wonderful program and consider joining!

Please visit dwc.org/clfp or scan the QR code below to learn more and join.

April 2: Annunciation of Our Lord, Fort Ashby, 4:30 p.m.  
April 23: St. Francis de Sales, Morgantown, 5:15 p.m.  
April 26: St. Vincent de Paul, Wheeling, 6 p.m.  
April 27: St. John the Evangelist, Wellsburg, 5:30 p.m.  
April 28: Corpus Christi, Wheeling, 6 p.m. 
April 30: St. Alphonsus, Wheeling, 5:30 p.m. 
May 1: Combined Confirmation: Sacred Heart, Chester, 

and Immaculate Conception, New Cumberland, 11 a.m. at 
Sacred Heart, Chester 

May 3:  St. Michael, Vienna, 6 p.m. 
May 5: Combined Confirmation: Holy Trinity, Nitro, 

and St. Patrick Mission, Bancroft, 6 p.m. at St. Patrick Mis-
sion, Bancroft 

May 7: Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 
Charleston, 5:30 p.m.  

May 9: St. Michael, Wheeling, 5:30 p.m. 
May 12: St. Jude, Glen Dale, 6:30 p.m. 
May 18: St. Joseph the Worker, Weirton, 6:30 p.m. 
May 19: St. Bernadette, Hedgesville, 6 p.m. 
May 20: St. Leo, Inwood, 6:30 p.m. 
May 21: St. James, Charles Town,10 a.m. 
May 22: St. Joseph, Martinsburg, 3 p.m. 
May 28: Immaculate Conception, Clarksburg, 4:30 p.m.  
May 29: St. Margaret Mary, Parkersburg, 2 p.m. 
May 31: St. Anthony, Follansbee, 6 p.m. 
June 4: St. Francis de Sales, Beckley, 5 p.m.  
June 25: St. Brendan, Elkins, 5 p.m.

Confirmation Schedule  

Bishop Mark E. Brennan, Celebrant

Place 
your  
ad  
here
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By Joyce Bibey 

When the late Father Leroy 
Beyer handed her the keys 
to the church the summer of 

1993, she happily accepted them with 
a grateful heart, knowing she had a sig-
nificant promise to keep. 

Judy Perhacs Doyle has been play-
ing the organ, piano, and even the ac-
cordion for St. Jude Parish in Glen Dale 
for nearly three decades. Many current 
parishioners do not know her story, 
but the ones who do have a deep ap-
preciation not only to her for sharing 
her talents, but also to God for gracing 
their Eucharistic celebration with her 
presence. They are the parishioners 
who gathered in the church at 6 a.m., 
on July 1, 1993, for an around the 
clock prayer vigil for the beautiful 
young mother of two, who just two 
years prior had joined their church 
family. Doyle was having brain sur-
gery that day for an aneurysm.  

For the days and weeks prior, 
family, friends, and members of the St. 
Jude community pitched in to help 
her husband Pat and their two chil-
dren Jack, who was 9 at the time, and 
Danny, who wasn’t even 3 yet.  

Judy had been out for a run, June 
14, 1993, when she was overcome 
with a massive headache. She sought 

medical attention, but her symptoms 
were excused as a migraine. A few days 
passed and there was no relief, symp-
toms worsened dramatically, and on 
June 19 she was placed in the intensive 
care unit (ICU) for observation and 
further testing. Doctors found a blood 
vessel had burst in the exact center of 
her brain. On July 1, after a full day in 
surgery they successfully clamped the 
blood vessel. 

While her family and faith com-
munity prayed for a miracle for Judy, 
Judy had been praying for everyone 
but herself.  

“I prayed for Pat,” she said. “We 
had two very young kids. Our young-
est was potty training. I prayed for my 
family and friends. I knew they would 
help with my kids. I prayed for the sur-
geons to know what to do. I knew my 
surgeon was Catholic and would also 
be praying.”  

She admitted she did more than 
pray during those long days that led 
up to the surgery. She felt the presence 
of St. Jude her parish patron, her late 
father and brother, and all her loved 
ones in heaven, asking all to pray her 
family gets through this. 

“I talked to God,” she said. “I knew 
if I was to survive, I would step up and 
take on the responsibility of being the 

organist at church. I’m not really an 
organist though. A musician, yes, but 
a refine and impressive organist, I am 
not, nor do I pretend to be.” 

She knew her church had a great 
need for an organist. Her pastor, Father 
Beyer, whom she knew as a child at St. 
Paul’s in Weirton, had asked her 
months before if she was still playing 
the piano and would consider playing 
at the Marshall County parish. He had 
remembered her playing at the Han-
cock County parish, something she 
did since she was 11 years old.  Because 
of the pressing needs of her young 
family, and the time she knew it would 
take to do the job justice in her mind, 
she turned Father Beyer down. 

She was a math teacher, a job she 
absolutely loved for 41 years. 

“I enjoyed teaching, but I also 
loved the opportunities we would get 
to entertain our students,” she said. “I 
played the accordion for special as-

semblies at (Wheeling Park High 
School), when we would gather the 
children for (seasonal) sing-alongs, 
and multicultural days. Some of my fa-
vorite memories of teaching were 
those days, when we put all of our 
worries aside and came together de-
spite any clicks or divisions to play, 
sing, and listen to music.” 

Her love of music was fostered by 
her parents, Joe and Anne Perhacs, 
and her brother Jeffrey.  

“I had taken lessons on the accor-
dion since I was five or six, the piano 
at age 10, and ended up playing the 
organ at age 11 without any organ les-
sons,” she said. “Music is a gift. I 
taught math all those years, but when 
I see my old students now, they don’t 
bring up any of our math lessons, they 
recall those special gatherings with 
music.” 

She said it is an element that unites 
us. 

A week after her surgery, Judy was 
well enough to be released from the 
hospital. Six weeks later her doctor re-
leased her to normal activities.  

“After I was out of the hospital, I re-
member telling Father Leroy, ‘I know 
you need an organist, so….’,” she said. 
Before the conversation was over, he 
handed her a key to the church. Late 
that summer she played her first 10:30 
a.m. Mass. 

“Here I am all these years later,” she 
said with a smile. “I receive so many 
positive comments after Mass. It does-
n’t matter if I think I play well or not. 
I don’t play fancy, but St. Jude Parish 
likes what I play and I’m thankful. For 
me it’s not a labor of love, it’s God’s 
plan. I need to be here.” 

Judy is not the only member of the 
family that invests her time and talent 
for the church. Pat has served as usher, 
youth faith formation teacher 
(formerly CCD), and parish council-
man. When her sons were at home, 
they were altar servers through high 
school and ushers afterwards.  

Jack and his wife Tammy are 
members of St. Jude along with their 
children Trick (short for Patrick) and 
Rayna. Trick has stolen the hearts of 
many in the pews, as he not only helps 
his father and grandfather usher, but 
also has shared his musical talents, 
playing Jingle Bells for the congrega-
tion on his mini piano after Mass dur-
ing the Christmas season.   

Danny and his wife Kathleen at-
tend St. Michael Parish, Wheeling,  
with their 1-year-old daughter Char-
lotte. During the holidays, the ex-
tended Doyle family fill up two or 
three long pews to celebrate the holy 
day and sing-along with the congrega-
tion and of course their beautiful 
music minister. 

Do you know an exceptional Catholic in West Virginia, someone or 
a group who are shining  examples of #FaithInWV? Email Joyce Bibey 
your feature idea to jbibey@dwc.org. Visit FaithInWV.org and every issue 
of The Catholic Spirit to read more inspiring stories. 

Courtesy Photo 
Judy Doyle, above left, has been playing the organ, piano, and accordion for 29 years at St. Jude Parish in Glen Dale, after 
surviving a brain aneurism in 1993. Doyle plays the accordion with her grandson Trick at a summer gathering, above right. 
Trick plays his mini piano for the parish, above center.  
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Join us for an informative online presentation by award-winning author, financial 
thought leader, and brother Knight Joe Jordan. 
Joe will show you the keys to a prosperous retirement without losing sight of  
your faith and values. His message has helped boomers & seniors with successful 
retirement strategies that go beyond just ROI (Return on Investment) and deal with 
ROL (Return on Life). 
In “Purpose Driven Retirement Strategies” Joe will discuss the two fundamental 
questions you will face when planning for retirement: 1) How will you spend your 
time? 2) How are you going to pay for it?

Joe Jordan 
Presents 

  
Purpose Driven 

Retirement 
Strategies

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

Visit our website for more information:  www.abbatekofc.com  
Call or email us at:  1-866-868-1492 / abbateagencymail@kofc.org 

Like us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/Abbatekofc

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

You’re cordially invited to join our new webinar where Joe will be 
your guide to devising a meaningful and secure retirement strategy! 

Register today to reserve your spot. 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Registration link: abbatekofc.com/events 
Date: May 24, 2022
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MISSION MOMENTMISSION MOMENT
Catholic Charities West VirginiaCatholic Charities West Virginia

In our experience, people 
who are aging or disabled 
have a heartfelt desire to re-
main in a familiar place — at 
home. That’s why Catholic 
Charities West Virginia 
HomeCare cooperates with a 
state program called Medicaid 
Aged & Disabled Waiver 
(ADW), which helps people 
stay at home for as long as  
possible. 

“Dottie” is a client who re-
quires round-the-clock care. 
Before her adult sons con-
tacted us, they were working 
together to ensure their mom 
had someone with her at all 
times. The three sons and 
their wives, all of whom live 
close by, worked out a sched-

ule of shifts. They were ex-
tremely committed to honor-
ing their mother’s wish to stay 
home despite her declining 
health. 

Eventually, though, 
Dottie’s needs exceeded her 
children’s ability to care for 
her. Her son called to ask for 
our support and we were able 
to enroll Dottie in ADW. At 
first, she was eligible for 
HomeCare services five hours 
per day, seven days per week. 
And when it became evident 
that she needed more care, we 
were able to connect the 
family with a secondary serv-
ice. 

With both services com-
bined, Dottie has a profes-

sional HomeCare worker with 
her for eight hours every day! 
Her sons continue to stay with 

her for the remaining 16 
hours. Dottie is now bedfast. 
She and her sons have come 
to rely on her HomeCare 
worker, Martha. Because of 
their relationship of trust, the 
entire family is able to best 
cope with Dottie’s failing 
health. Dottie is well-cared for 
in a familiar and comfortable 
place, and her adult children 
have support from Catholic 
Charities West Virginia 
HomeCare and each other.  

ADW is just one way our 
HomeCare program honors 
the dignity of our brothers 
and sisters. We also work with 
private pay individuals and 
through the Department of 

Veterans Affairs to support 
even more West Virginians. 

To learn more about    
Catholic Charities West   
Virginia, including informa-
tion about taking advan-     
tage of HomeCare services, 
please visit www.Catholic     
CharitiesWV.org. 

The Mission of Catholic 
Charities West Virginia: 
Guided by God’s love, Cath-
olic Charities collaborates 
with community partners, 
parishes, and families to 
provide caring and compas-
sionate services to people in 
need and work toward last-
ing and meaningful 
change. 

24/7 Care When 
Aging at Home

Courtesy Photo 
Martha cares for Dottie eight 
hours a day, seven days a 
week. She has developed a re-
lationship of care and trust 
with the whole family.
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Por Junno Arocho Esteves, Cath-
olic News Service 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) 
— Mientras la violenta invasión rusa, 
que ya cumplió un mes, continuaba 
devastando Ucrania, el papa Francisco 
puso el destino de ambos países en 
manos de María, con la esperanza de 
que finalmente reinara la paz. 

"Madre de Dios y madre nuestra, a 
tu Inmaculado Corazón nos encomen-
damos y consagramos solemnemente, 
la iglesia y toda la humanidad, especi-
almente Rusia y Ucrania", expresó el 
Santo Padre el 25 de marzo, presi-
diendo el acto de consagración después 
de haber dirigido un servicio de pen-
itencia de Cuaresma en la Basílica de 
San Pedro. 

Rezando ante una estatua de María, 
que fue prestada por el Santuario de 
Nuestra Señora de Fátima en San Vitto-
riano, en las afueras de Roma, el papa 
suplicó a la Madre de Dios que "acepte 
este acto que llevamos a cabo con con-
fianza y amor. Haz que la guerra ter-
mine y que la paz se extienda por todo 
el mundo". 

Sentado frente a la estatua, que fue 
colocada ante los escalones del altar 
mayor sobre una plataforma roja y 
adornada con rosas blancas, el Sumo 
Pontífice proclamó el acto de consagra-
ción. Durante la oración, el papa se de-
tuvo en varios momentos para mirar la 
estatua de María antes de continuar. 

"A ti te consagramos el futuro de 
toda la familia humana, las necesi-
dades y expectativas de cada pueblo, 
las angustias y esperanzas del mundo", 
oró. 

Después de la consagración, el 

papa, acompañado por un niño y una 
niña, colocó un ramo de rosas blancas 
a los pies de la estatua. Luego permane-
ció ahí unos momentos, con los ojos 
cerrados y la cabeza inclinada en ora-
ción, en silencio. 

Según el Vaticano, se estima que 
3,500 personas llenaron el interior de la 
Basílica de San Pedro, mientras que 
2,000 personas vieron el evento en 
pantallas de video desde la Plaza de San 
Pedro. La policía pidió a los peregrinos 
que entraron a la Basílica de San Pedro 
portando o llevando banderas ucrani-
anas que las guardaran, ya que el 
evento era un servicio de oración. 

Entre los presentes en la liturgia es-
taba Andrii Yurash, embajador de 
Ucrania ante la Santa Sede. La consa-
gración, tuiteó el 25 de marzo, es "otro 
intento (del papa) de defender a Ucra-
nia de la guerra del diablo", refiriéndose 
a los ataques de Rusia contra el país. 

Joe Donnelly, quien pronto presen-
tará sus credenciales al Santo Padre 
como embajador de Estados Unidos 
ante la Santa Sede, también asistió al 
servicio. 

El Vaticano anunció el 18 de marzo 
que el papa Francisco también pidió a 
los obispos de todo el mundo que se 
unieran a él para consagrar Ucrania y 
Rusia al Inmaculado Corazón de 
María. 

El cardenal Konrad Krajewski, li-
mosnero papal, dirigió un acto similar 
de consagración en el Santuario de 
Nuestra Señora de Fátima en Portugal. 

Obispos de todo el mundo habían 
anunciado servicios especiales para co-
incidir con el momento de la consagra-
ción en Roma, incluso en las primeras 

horas de la mañana. 
En la Catedral-Basílica Dulce Nom-

bre de María en Hagatña, Guam, el ar-
zobispo Michael Byrnes dirigió a los 
fieles en el rezo del rosario antes de re-
citar el acto de consagración a las 2 a.m. 
(hora local) del 26 de marzo. 

El arzobispo Georg Gänswein, sec-
retario privado del papa emérito Bene-
dicto XVI, había dicho a los periodistas 
que el ex papa se uniría a la consagra-
ción desde su residencia. 

En un video publicado antes de la 
liturgia, el arzobispo Sviatoslav Shev-
chuk de Kyiv-Halych, jefe de la Iglesia 
Católica ucraniana, manifestó que se 
uniría a la consagración "porque hoy 
necesitamos mucho la victoria del 
bien". 

La consagración, señaló el arzo-
bispo Shevchuk, "significa que nunca 
es posible llegar a un acuerdo y coo-
perar con este mal que emerge de Rusia 
hoy". 

"Y es por eso que debemos orar por 
su conversión, por la erradicación de 
ese mal, 'para que', como dijo la Madre 
de Dios de Fátima, 'no destruya otros 
estados, no provoque otra guerra mun-
dial'. Nosotros, como cristianos, tene-
mos el deber de orar por nuestros ene-
migos", acotó. 

En Roma, las campanas de la Basíl-
ica de San Pedro sonaron después de 
que el papa Francisco concluyera el 
acto de consagración. 

En su homilía durante el servicio de 
penitencia de Cuaresma, el Sumo Pon-
tífice reconoció que la guerra en Ucra-
nia, que "ha alcanzado a tanta gente y 
ha causado sufrimiento a todos, ha de-
jado, a cada uno de nosotros, temero-

sos y ansiosos". 
Si bien los llamados a "no tener 

miedo" pueden aliviar la impotencia de 
uno frente a la guerra, a la violencia y 
a la incertidumbre, el papa dijo que "el 
dar consuelo no es suficiente". 

"Necesitamos la cercanía de Dios y 
la certeza de su perdón, y una vez ren-
ovados por él, los cristianos pueden 
volverse también a María y presentar 
sus necesidades y las del mundo",       
dijo. 

El papa Francisco dijo que el acto de 
consagración "no es una fórmula má-
gica sino un acto espiritual" de confi-
anza por "los hijos que, en medio de la 
tribulación de esta guerra cruel y sin 
sentido que amenaza a nuestro 
mundo, se vuelven hacia su madre, de-
positando todos sus miedos y dolores 
en su corazón y abandonándose a ella". 

"Significa poner en ese corazón 
puro e inmaculado, donde se refleja 
Dios, los bienes inestimables de la fra-
ternidad y de la paz, todo lo que tene-
mos y somos, para que ella, la madre 
que el Señor nos ha dado, nos proteja 
y nos cuide", indicó el papa. 

En su oración, el papa Francisco 
pidió específicamente a María que per-
manezca con los que sufren directa-
mente a causa de la guerra. 

"Que tu toque maternal alivie a los 
que sufren y huyen de la lluvia de bom-
bas", rezó a María. "Que tu abrazo ma-
terno consuele a los que se ven obliga-
dos a abandonar sus hogares y su tierra 
natal. Que tu corazón afligido nos 
mueva a la compasión y nos inspire a 
abrir nuestras puertas y cuidar a nues-
tros hermanos y hermanas heridos y 
abandonados".

Papa consagra Ucrania y Rusia a María

Para denunciar presuntos casos de abuso sexual de ninos: 
La Diocesis de Wheeling-Charleston alienta a informar ante las auto-
ridades civiles ante todo si se ha cometido un delito. Tambien alen-
tamos a utilizar www.report bishopabuse.org para hacer un informe 
sobre cualquier obispo en los EE. UU. Si tiene motivos para creer que 
un obispo ha cometido una conducta sexual inapropiada, 
comuniquese con las autoridades civiles de la jurisdiccion correspon-
diente y visite www.reportbishopabuse.org. 

Para informar a las autoridades civiles: comuniquese con 
la policia local; los numeros variaran segun su ubicacion. Si cree que 
alguien esta en peligro inmediato, llame al 911. Para informar con-
fidencialmente cualquier incidencia de sospecha de abuso o negli-
gencia infantil, incluido el abuso sexual, comuniquese con la Oficina 
de  Servicios de Proteccion Infantil de Ninos y Familias de West                          
Virginia llamando a la linea directa de abuso infantil al 
800.352.6513. Puede informar anonimamente a esta linea directa si 
lo prefiere. 

Para informar a las autoridades diocesanas: La diocesis 
alienta a informar a las autoridades civiles apropiadas, ante todo, si 
se ha come- tido un delito. La diocesis tambien alienta a informar a 
las autoridades eclesiasticas apropiadas. Para reportar casos sospe-
chosos de abuso sexual de ninos por parte del personal de la Diocesis 
de  Wheeling-Charleston a la Diocesis, comuniquese con uno de los 
siguientes designados al 1.888.434.6237 o 304.233.0880: Sr. Bryan 
Minor, ext. 263; Sr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; o Muy Reverendo Dennis 
Schuelkens, Jr., V.E., ext. 270. Tambien puede llamar a la Oficina de 

Ambiente Seguro de la Diocesis al 304.230.1504.  Tambien puede lla-
mar a la linea directa de abuso sexual de la Diocesis al 833.230.5656. 
Los formularios de queja estan disponibles en linea en www.dwc.org, 
haga clic en "Diocesis" en la barra de menu, luego en "Oficinas", luego 
en "Ambiente seguro", luego "Descargar archivos y formularios". El 
formulario se titula "Formulario de queja para denuncias de abuso 
sexual de menores". El formulario se puede devolver por correo de EE. 
UU. A: Office of Safe Environment, Diocesis de Wheeling-Charles-
ton, PO Box 230, Wheeling WV 26003. 

Para informar al Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas 
de la Diocesis: llame a la Dra. Patricia Bailey al 304.242.6988. 

Ademas de los metodos enumerados anteriormente para denun-
ciar el abuso sexual, la Diocesis tambien se ha asociado  con Navex 
Global para ofrecer la plataforma EthicsPoint para  informar otras in-
quietudes adicionales, como sospecha de mala conducta financiera, 
profesional y personal de un sacerdote, diacono, religioso, o em-
pleado laico de la Diocesis o cualquier parroquia o escuela catolica en 
West Virginia. Se puede acceder a la plataforma EthicsPoint a traves 
de www.dwc.org, en “Rendicion de cuentas”, luego “Informar  mala 
conducta” o llamando al 844.723.8381. EthicsPoint es un sistema de 
informes de terceros que  informa a las autoridades civiles cuando 
corresponda y a las autoridades diocesanas, y la identidad de la per-
sona que informa esta protegida. Enlaces e informacion: Departa-
mento de Salud y Recursos Humanos de WV: 
https://www.wvdhhr.org/report.asp. Policia Estatal de Virginia Occi-
dental, Unidad de Crimenes contra Ninos: 304-293-6400.
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WEST VIRGINIA—Renew your mind and deepen your under-
standing of the faith by taking an online non-credit continuing 
education course at Catholic Distance University. The Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston generously covers the cost of courses taken 
at CDU by Catholic school teachers and those actively involved in 
parish ministry. New, mobile-friendly, on-demand courses are 
available: Introduction to Scripture and the Gospel Message; 
Christian Prayer; Classics in Prayer and the Spiritual Life; Christ: 
The Suffering Servant of Isaiah; Acts of the Apostles; Eucharistic 
Devotions; Our Father: Gateway to Scripture; Liturgy of the Hours; 
Scriptural Foundations of the Hail Mary; In Spanish: “La Vida en 
Cristo Introducción a las Escrituras.” 

To register, visit https://www.pathlms.com/cdu. Be sure to enter 
the diocesan access code, CDU20DIOCESEWC, during checkout to 
receive your free tuition.

Free Online Courses for 
Teachers, Catechists, and 
Parish Ministers

107 Years
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Our Emergency/Trauma Department is 
staffed by board-certified emergency 

physicians from WVU Medicine.
 
Don’t ignore signs of strokes, heart 
attacks and other emergency conditions.
 
We’ll protect you, and take good
care of you.

Medical Director of the
Emergency/Trauma
Department

Dr. David Burkland

Do Not Ignore Warning Signs of
Other Illnesses Because of COVID-19.

OUR ER WILL PROTECT YOU.

Place your  
ad here

“MARK WAHLBERG DELIVERS ONE OF THE MOST SENSITIVE, RESTRAINED
PERFORMANCES OF HIS CAREER BY BRINGING HIS IDIOSYNCRATIC CHARISMA

TO AN INSPIRING TRUE STORY.”
–LIAM GAUGHAN, DALLAS OBSERVER

PRODUCED
BY MARK WAHLBERG  STEPHEN LEVINSON  JORDON FOSS WRITTEN FOR THE SCREEN

AND DIRECTED BY ROSALIND ROSSEXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS MIKY LEE  COLLEEN CAMP  PATRICK PEACH  TONY GRAZIA  ROSALIND ROSSMUSIC

BY DICKON HINCHLIFFE
“FATHER STU” MEL GIBSON  JACKI WEAVERIN ASSOCIATION WITH CJ ENMCOLUMBIA PICTURES PRESENTS A MUNICIPAL PICTURES PRODUCTION A PALM DRIVE PRODUCTION

Foodservice Equipment, 
Supplies, Disposables, 

Janitorial and more

1 Fourteenth Street,  
Wheeling, WV 26003 

 304-233-2270 

 Stop in or call us today!


